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PREFACE. 


THE  Author  of  this  work, 
though  no  candidate  for 
literary  fame,  is  induced,  by  the 
importunities  of  men  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  public  and  private  virtue, 
to  deliver  to  the  public  the  con- 
tents of  a  genuine  correfpondence. 
His  excurfions  into  foreign  coun^ 
tries  opened  an  immenfe  field  of 
obfervation,  and  fometimes  con- 
dudled  him  to  fources  of  intelli- 
gence, not  often  acceffible  to  Eu- 
jqpeans. 
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IV         PREFACE. 

The  love  of  novelty  and  varie- 
ty is  an  univerfal  paflion ;  and  an 
account  of  the  policy  and  arts  ; 
the  ufages,  cuftoms,  and  manners 
of  diftant  or  unfrequented  nations, 
if  related  with  fidelity,  though 
unadorned,  muft  form  at  all  times 
an  interefting  narrative  to  the  in- 
quifitive  and  the  learned.  But 
in  the  prefent  period  of  extend- 
ed intercourfe,  when  the  rudeft 
tribes  of  mankind  may  be  brought 
to  slS.  in  the  general  fyftem,  the 
produdions  of  every  foil,  the  na- 
ture of  every  climate,  the  real 
character,  abilities,  and  circum- 
fiances  of  every  people,  command 
attention  from  ftatefmen  and  le- 
giflators,  and  form  a  neceflary 
branch  in  the  fcience  of  political 

oeconomy. 
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cecdnomy*  Commerce  has  be- 
come the  great  fource  of  jealou fy 
and  competition  among  the  powers 
of  Europe  ;  and  the  rank  of  each 
iii  the  political  fcale  mufl  be  efti- 
irtated  by  that  ftandard.  Great 
Britain,  by  her  commercial  opu- 
lence and  grandeur,  no  lefs  than 
by  the  excellence  of  her  civil 
conftitution,  has  excited,  for  near 
a  century,  the  admiration  of  the 
world.  And  if  fhe  can  no  longer 
maintain  her  importance  in  that 
line,  fhe  muft  refign  her  pre- 
eminence among  nations.  But, 
while  her  dominion  declines  in  one 
hemifphere,  it  may  flourifh  in  the 
other ;  or  fhe  may  flourifh  in  both 
as  a  commercial  power,  while  fhe 
•contrads  the  limits  of  empire. 

A  3  The 
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vi  PREFACE, 

The  revolution  in  ovir  Ameri- 
can provinces,  begun  hy  the  in- 
vidious exercife  of  power  over  9. 
kindred  people,  and  encouraged 
hy  the  mifcondud  of  Britifh  Com- 
manders IN  Chief,  has  prefented 
to  rival  powers  a  fplendid  objed  of 
ambition^  But  the  refources  of  the 
Britifh  government,  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  Eaft,  are  certainly 
immenfe.  And  the  arrangements 
of  Afiatic  policy,  now  under  the 
review  of  the  legiflature,  if  con- 
ducted by  fuperior  wifdbm,  may 
compenfate,  in  fome  degree,  the 
.calamities  of  an  unfortunate  war, 
and  retrieve  the  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tifh name. 
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If  Great  Britain  has  foared  to 
an  envied  heighth  of  grandeur,  it 
was  not  by  means  of  armies  march- 
ing triumphantly  over  hoftile  coun- 
tries. Her  diftant  dependencies, 
the  great  fource  of  her  wealth  and 
power,  originated  in  a  fpirit  of 
commerce  and  colonization.  In 
the  day  of  her  adverfity,  let  this 
nation  recur  to  thofe  maxims, 
which  conduiSted  her  once  to  prof- 
perity  and  glory.  Greater  re- 
nown, as  well  as  greater  advantage 
is  to  be  acquired  by  retaining  and 
improving,  than  by  extending  con- 
quefts. 

The  fcene  of  thefe  Travels  lies, 

for  the  moft  part,  in  thofe  coun- 
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tries  of  Aiia  and  Africa,  whofe 
trade,  already  fo  lucrative,  might 
be  rendered  of  ineftimable  impor- 
tance to  the  revenue  and  wealth  of 
Britain;  nay,  even  the  means  of 
relieving  the  public  from  an  in- 
cumbrance of  debt,  which  muft 
otherwife  foon  become  infupport- 
able.  The  chief  objed:  of  their 
publication  is,  to  furnifh  fome 
hints  for  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch 
political  arrangements  in  India,  as 
may  be  equally  conducive  to  the 
"interefts  of  that  country  and  thofe 
of  England— To  compofe  the  dif- 
tradions  of  the  Mogul  empire,  by 
reftoring  the  king  of  Delhi  to  his 
hereditary  imperial  throne  ;  by 
forming  an  alliance  between   that 

prince 
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prince  and  the  Britifli  nation,  on 
principles  of  mutual  fecurity  and 
advantage ;  and  by  fixing  the  li- 
mits, and  fettling  the  claim  of 
fubordiriate  ftates— To  reftore  to 
deferted  lands  their  exiled  inha- 
bitants ;  to  ered:,  among  a  much- 
injured  people,  the  ftandard  of 
liberty  and  juftice ;  whence  im- 
provements in  agriculture,  manu- 
fadures,  and  commerce,  would  flow 
of  courfe  :  to  raife  the  drooping 
fpirits  of  the  fad  ryot  *  and  artifan 
to  confidence  and  hope  ;  to  refcue 
millions  of  mankind  from  favage 
anarchy  and  oppreffion  ;  and  to 
reftore  them  to  the  enjoyment  of 
property,  liberty^  and  life.  - 

*;  *  Hufbandman. 

'  The 
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X         PREFACE. 

The  remarks  of  the  Author  on 
the  genius  of  different  nations  in 
Afia  and  Africa ;  on  fubje^ts  of 
policy  and  comrnerce  ;  on  curio- 
iities  of  art  and  nature;  and  in 
general,  on  whatever  occurred  as 
moft  entertaining  or  interefting, 
while  he  fojourned  in  thofe  diftant 
quarters  of  the  globe,  form  the 
moft  ccnfiderable  part  of  the  fol- 
lowing correfpondence.  But  he 
has  alfo  had  adventures  nearer 
home,  and  thefe  not  a  little  diver- 
fified.  He  has  of  late  years  been 
led  frequently  to  vifit  all  the  great 
commercial  cities  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  :  and,  if  his  com- 
munications with  trading  compa- 
nies, or  with  men  of  rank  and 
fortune,    have  fometimes    enabled 

him 
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him  to  look  behind  the  fcene  in 
public  bufinefs,  thefe  volumes  may 
not  only  ferve  to  gratify,  in  fome 
meafure,  a  general  curiofity,  but 
may  alfd  Aiggeft  fome  ufdful  hints 
to  princes  and  ftatefmen. 


ERRATA. 


Digitized  by 


Google   - 


ERRATA    in  Vol.1. 


Page    I.  line  13.  inft^adof  cr,  read  0/. 

40*  —    16.  After  princ'tpleSf  infcrt /peaking  the  fame  Urguage* 

53.  — •-    22.  inftead  of  Tremicourt^  read  Frcmicwrt» 

54.  — -      7,  dck  at  that  time, 

58,  —  16.    inftead  of  tbreCf  read  eight, 

6i.  — —      I.  inftead  of  w^,  read  J. 

6S.  in  th^note,  inftead  of  Carnatic  9F,  read  Carnatic  and, 

77.  laft  line  but  one,  for  Cbesseaux,  read  de  Cbexeaux, 

91.  line     5.  inftead  of  ^i^mar«i,  rtzA pipmafteru 

92*  in  the  note,  between  capital  and  0/*,  infert  ^or/* 

93.  line     3.  inftead  of  detty  read  cage, 

J24.  —  a  I.  for  gun-room,  r&zd  guard' room » 

142.  — —  14.  for  ercedy  rczd  forced. 

167.  —-  21.  dele  the  words  to  your  excellency, 

aoo.  note,  laft  line,  inftead  of  ^rave/,  read  /a»</.— -J^There  is  no 
gravel  in  Holland. 

227.  line    8.  dele  the  ,  ^fter  aloes,  znd  Tend  aloes  fucotra, 

235*  -^^  22.  dele  the  ,  after  cottons^  and  read   woollen  and  cott$n 
draperies*  ' 

283.  —  18.  inftead  of  convened^  read  can  vend, 

295.  — —  14.  for  gums,  rezd  gems, 

321,  in  the  note,  for  civilixed,  redid  poiifbed, 

382.  line  15.  between  common  znd^atute^  infert  and* 

423.  — ^  21.  for  «^«,  read  or. 

434.  —  17.  dele  or. 

444*  —     9.  after  light ^  dele  and, 

450.  mmm  19,  after  complexion^  infert  united. 
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ro  R— ^  W \  Efq;  London,;,- 

Antwerp,  12th  June,  ijyp. 
MY   DEAR    FRIEND, 

jV/jTY  health,  which  has  conftantjy  been 
i^l  impaired  by  the  air  of  Lbndon, 
has  as  conftantly  been  reftoredbj^' that 
of  Holland:  an  cf^e&,  which  X  'ihould' 
hardly  have  attributed  to  the  ciirn'afe-  or 
that  country,  but'  rather  to  my'Veyage' 
"^"^OL.I.  B  thither. 
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thither,  had  not  my  experience  been  fo 
decifive*  For,  however  fingular  it  may- 
appear,  the  feverifli  fymptoms,  that  lac- 
companied  me  from  London,  and  difap- 
peared  in  Holland,  returned,  in  all  their 
malignity,  in  proportion  as  I  removed 
from  the  moift  and  foggy  atmofphere 
of  the  Unitdd  Provinces,  and  breathed  fhe 
purer  air  of  Brabant.  I  am  novir  confined 
to  this  city  by  a  ftate  of  health  fo  languid 
and  precarious,  that  I  know  not  when 
it  may  be  pradicable  for  me  to  purfue 
my  journey.  Yet,  in  fuch  a  valetudinary 
fituation,  I  feel  fenfible  fatisfa<ftion,  not 
only  from  the  hofpitality  and  kind  atten- 
tion, of  Governor  Plunket  and  Mr.  Hol- 
lier,  but,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  [from  that 
entertainment  and  inftrudion  with  which 
their  converfation  abounds. 

Bv  this  time,  it  is  probable,  you  begirt 
to  confiruft  my  filence  into  negledt,  or  per- 
haps into  a  breach  of  pofitive  engagement, 
fince  I  led  you  to  exped  an  early  and  regular 
correfpondence.      But  the  mention  of  a 
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few  particulars  will  ferve,  I  hope^  to 
cl^r  me  from  all  imputations  of  that 
nature.  Give  me  leave  then  to  obferve, 
that  from  Holland  I  had  nothing  new 
or  interefting  to  communicate  to  you, 
having  formerly,  both  in  letters  and  in 
Gonverfation,  exhaufted  my  remarks  on 
that  country.  You  will  alfo  obfervc,  that, 
it  being  my  original  intention  either  to 
have  returned  to  Britain,  or  to  have  pro- 
ceeded to  Paris,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
weeks  s  a  correfpondence  in  thcfe  cir- 
cumftances,  became  lefs  incumbent,  or 
rather  altogether  unneceflary,— And,  not 
to  trouble  you  with  fuperfluous  vindica* 
tion,  my  hours .  of  leifure  have  indeed 
been  fo  fully  engaged  in  refearches  in- 
to the  trade  of  France,.  Holland,  Den- 
mark>  and  Portugal  with  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, that  my  other  ideas  were  almoft 
completely  abforbed  in  thofe  important 
objedts  of  difcuflion. 

But,  having  been  detained  here  beyond 

my    expedation,   it  is  now  full  time  to 
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difcharge  the  duty  of  fricndihip.  And 
I  gladly  embrace^  while  yet  ih  my  powef^ 
an  occafion  of  cultivating  that  pleafing 
intercourfe  and  exchange  of  fentiments 
we  have  fo  often  indulged^  but  which 
muft  foon  fufFer  a  long  interruption  by 
our  refpedlive  deftinations  to  different 
hemifpheres.  My  refidence  here>  though 
in  other  refpefts  involuntary  and  reluc- 
tant^ has  indeed  been  attended  with  one 
advantage,  which  a  traveller  would  be  al- 
moft  tempted  to  celebrate.  It  has  fur- 
niflied  me  with  ah  opportunity  of  en*^ 
quiring  into  the  prefent  ftatc  of  this  an- 
tient  city>  once  the  emporium  of  Europe^ 
and  ftill  diftinguiftied  by  the  wealth  and 
wife  ^economy  of  its  inhabitants • 

It  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  tke 
commerce  of  Amfterdam  was  founded  on 
the  ruiri  of  that  of  Antwerp.  The  po- 
licy of  the  Dutch  operating  on  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  Auftria,  and  the  unfufpicious 
candour  of  England,  formed  and  confirm-* 
ed  thofe  famous  treaties  whereby  the  em- 
pire 
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pire  yielded  up  the  part  and  •  trade  of 
this  city  a  facrifice  to  the  mercantile 
views  of  Holland. — The  Scbeld  is  navi^ 
gable  by  fhips  of  the  largeft  burthen  up 
to  Antwerp :  bat  two  forts,  on  oppofite 
iides  of  that  river,  oppofe  the  paflage: 
pf  veflels  above  a  limited  burthen,  which 
is  very  fmalU  A  report,  propagated  by  the 
cunning  of  the  Dutch,  that  there  are  five 
large  vefTels  funk  in  the  Scheld  between 
thefe  fortSjj  has  ftrangely  gained  credit, 
not  only  in  countries  at  a  diftance  from 
that  river,  but  \x\  Brabant  itfelf,  and  even 
in  Antwerp.  It  is  amufing  to  reflect  on 
the  eafy  credulity  of  the  wprld.  How  much 
are  mankind  impofed  on  by  vague  reports, 
and  the  authority  of  univerfally-received 
opinions  !  I  am  well  aflured  by  perfons 
of  the  firft  rank  and  ch^ader  in  this 
place,  that  in  the  ScheI4  there  is  not 
one  veflel  funk,  npr  any  other  obftruc- 
tion  than  the  treaties  and  forts  1  have 
already  mentioned;^  to  the  paflage  of  a 
74  gun  fliip  up  to  the  walls  of  Ant- 
E  3  werp. 
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werp,  where  a  fpacious  and  fecure  bafon 
is  formed  for  the  entertainment  of  any 
pumber  of  fhips  of  any  burthen. 

This  city,  which  is  in  circuit  about 
four  Englifti  miles,  is  fortified  all  round, 
except  at  the  river. — In  the  northrweft 
quarter  ftands  the  citadel.  The  out- 
works are  very  extenfive ;  the  walls  in 
good  condition;  but  the  ditches  here  and 
there  filling  up.  It  would  require  a 
garrifon  of  at  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  men 
to  defend  the  works  with  eflfeft.  The 
ftreets  and  houfes,  all  .of  which  are 
fpacious,  are  maintained  in  good  repair, 
and  preferve  their  original  cleanlinefs  and 
neatnefs.  Of  the  old  houfes,  many  are 
fuperb,  and  of  the  new,  many  elegant; 
nor  do  the  churches  and  public  build- 
ings difcover  any  marks  of  decay  by 
time,  or  of  the  decline  of  commerce.— 
The  magnificent  houfe  of  the  celebrated 
RuSens,  which  in  front  prefents  to  your 
view   ten   windows    on   a   floor,    is    ftill 

kept 
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kept  in  good  order,  having  been  fre- 
quently repaired,  and,  as  I  conceive,  at 
the  public   expence. 

The  exchange,  which  is  the  moft  fpa- 
cious  as  well  as  the  moft  commodious 
in  the  world,  and  a  beautiful  piece  of 
Crecian  architefture,  is  ftill  preferved  in 
high  order,  although  it  is  reforted  to  by 
only  about  half  a  dozen  bankers,  and  as 
ipany  brokers.  Of  the  canals  that  com- 
municated with  the  river  in  the  days  of 
its  magnificence  and  fplendour,  fofiie  are 
filled  up,  but  they  rnight  be  eafily  open- 
ed. Antwerp  contains  about  feventy  thou^ 
f^nd  fouls,  whereof  about  ten  thoufand 
are  Qn  the  poor's  lift.  The  pplice  of 
the  pity,  with  regard  to  the  poor,  is  as 
bad  as  if  is  lingular.  There  is  an  am- 
ple fund  for  their  maintenance^  which- 
is  diftiibuted  not  among  thofc  perfons 
who  are  really  indigent,  but  among  the 
families  of  fuch  perfons  as  happened  to 
be  enrolled  among  the  poor  many  gene- 
rations  backward,  when  it   firft   became 
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an  objedl  of  a  generous  police  to  prQ^ 
vide  for  thofe  who  were  unable  to  pro-^* 
vide  for  themfelves.-T-In  Antwerp  there 
is  little  or  no  trade  or  manufa6tqres. 
The  inhabitants  ar^  religious  to  excefsij 
for  I  avoid  the  odiqus  and  ijliberal  terni 
Juperjiitiausy  which  the  different  feds  of 
Chriftians  are  fo  apt  to  heftow  on  each 
other.  They  are  rernarkably  ga:y  in  their 
4refs  and  equipage-.  The  women,  who 
are  of  a  fmall  ftature^  are  delicate^  neat^ 
and  beautiful  5  but,  being  almoft  excluded 
from  fpciety,  and  taught  only  the  in- 
ternal: management  of  their  houfcs  and 
of  their  children,  they  are  not  fo  focial' 
as  the  ladies  of  France  and-  England. 
They  are  generally  of  a  pale  complexion, 
a  cir<:umftance  which  is  perhaps  owing 
to  their  conftant  confinement  in  their 
houfes  :  for  they  never  walk  abroad  or 
take  any  exercife,  except  upon  Sunday 
evenings  and  public  days,  when  they  take 
the  air  in  their  carriages  upon  the  grand 
ftreet  (called  the  Rue  la  MerJ  and  covered- 
canal,  or  in  the  environs  of  the  city. 
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With  regard  to  the  w^th  of  Antwerpji' 
Jt  is  computed  to  he  fpperior  to  that  of 
^y  city  of  Europe,  of  equal  fi«e  and  num- 
bers; Their  money  is  le"n^  out  On  foreign 
fecurities^  from  two  and  ^n  half,  td  four- 
and  an  half,  and  five  per  cent.  Of  late, 
they  have  yefled  a  greit;  deal  in  the  bank 
of  Vienna.  And  it  is  a  fadt  of  notoriety,* 
that  of  the  whole  nuinber  pf  inhabitant^ 
of  Antwerp,  tiot  onje  family  or  perfpa 
fpends  th(^  intereft  of  his  money. 

The  old  mqrtgage,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
be  ftill  owing  to  the  Dutch,  for  money  lent 
to  the  citizen 8  of  Antwerp,  for  the  purpofe  of 
defraying  the  expence  of  a  grand  recegtion 
which  they  gave  to  one  of  their  princes, 
and  which  hqng  long  as  a  dead  weight 
upon  the  trade  of  that  pity,  will  appear, 
upon  a  fair  fta tenant,  to  be  nearly,  if  not 
wholly,  difcharged.  But  ftill  th§  city 
owes  large  ^ums  ih  its  corporate  capacity, 
although,  like  the  Hollanders,  individuals 
are  at   their   eafe,   and  in  great  afBuence.- 

The 
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The  public  debt  is  rendered  eafy  by*  a  low 
intereft,  not  exceeding  two  per  cept.  But 
it  will  never  be  reduced,  nor  even  cop- 
fined  to  it5  prefent  amount,  otherwife 
than  by  thp  revival  of  commerce. 

This  people  look  forward  with  wifh-^ 
ful  hopes  towards  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
commerce,  and  the  fubverfion  of  that  in- 
famous treaty,  which  robbe4  them  of 
their  natural  rights. — I  cannot  fuppofe 
that  this  defirable  event  is  at  any  great 
diftance.  It  muft  needs  be  a  mortifying 
refledion  to  the  firft  power  in  Europe, 
that  its  ports  fhould  be  fhut  up  by  a  fo-^  • 
lemn  treaty  with  one  of  the  weakeft  ftates 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  and  many 
of  its  principal  cities  garrifoned  by  the 
troops  of  a  moderate  Republic.  The  death 
of  the  Emprefs  will  put  the  reins  of  juftice 
in  the  hands  of  a  prince  of  great  talents 
and  virtues,  as  well  as  of  high  ambition, 
formed  by  nature,  and  called  by  Provi- 
dence, to  render  his  dominions  flourifliing, 
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and  to  make  his  people  happy.  He  is 
new  in  the  thirty-fevcnth  year  of  hi$ 
gge ;  for  his  goodnefs  and  affability,  ad- 
mired by  all  his  people,  'who  are  as  anxi- 
oufly  impatient  as  loyalty  will  allow  them 
to  be,  for  the  arrival  of  the  happy  hour 
of  offering  their  voluntary  allegiance  at 
his  throne, 

Antwerp  will  enjoy  advantages  fupe* 
rior  to  thofe  of  any  other  country.  The 
Scbeldf  a  noble  river,  and  which  commu- 
nicates with  the  Rhine,  the  Maefe,  and 
the  Lys ;  a  quick  palTage  into  the  Ger- 
man fea  and  the  Britifli  channel;  together 
with  feveral  excellent  ports  on  the  Adrian 
tic  fea ;  are  fuch  forcible  inflruments  in 
the  hands  of  a  powerful  and  political 
prince,  as  will  enable  him  to  participate 
largely  in  the  commerce  of  both  the  east 
and  the  west,  and  to  carry  it  on  with 
peculiar  advantage. — It  will  be  the  inte- 
reft  of  England,  as  well  as  of  France,  to 
labour  to  divert  the  Emperor  from  fuch 
ideas;  becaufe  the  Hollanders  (on  whofc 
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ruin  the  comn^erde  of  Auftriai  muft  rljfo) 
h,ave  beeft  already  at  the  fummijt  of  their 
political  grandeur,,  and  are  nowbegin-^. 
ning  to  defcend  by  a  flow  but  conftant 
motionjk  which  will  acquire  additionai 
velocity  in  its  progrefs,  and  terminate  only 
in  the  fall  of  the  Republic.  This  event 
will  happen  when  the  Dutch  Eaft-Indi^ 
mines  are  exhaufted,  and  the  whole  wealth 
of  the  United  J^rovinceS  cpnfined  to  a 
few/individual&  in  the  trading  cities  of 
Holland  and  Zealand.  Xhe  riv^lity  and 
increafe  of  the  Dutch  trade  and  power  arc; 
not  to  be  dreaded  ^  they  will  fall  of  them-^ 
felves :  but  it  may  become  a  fubjed:  of 
political  enquiry,  how  far  it  may  be  ju- 
dicious to  manage  the  afpiring  ambition 
of  a  powerful  nation,  enjoying  fuch  ca- 
pital local  advantages  as  may  enable  them 
to  raife  up  again  the  fabric  of  their  ruin- 
ed commerce,  and  even  to  become  one 
of  the  firft  maritime  powers  in  Europe. 
Should  the  navigation  of  the  Sc^eld  ho 
revived,  and  its  natural  prerogatives  re-r 
ilored  -,    and  ihould    the    Emperor  avail 
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iiimfelF  of  all  the  advantages  whrdi  en-* 
tourage  hiai' to  cultivate  commerce;  his 
dominions  would  be  an  dtnple  field/  tO' 
which  thoufands  from  all  nations  would 
migrate^  with  a  certain  profpeft  of  reap- 
ing a  plentiful  harvefti 

I  NEtet)  nbt  defcribe  Brufleis.  Being  a 
feat  of  government,  and  the  refidence  of  a 
court>  it  naturally  encourages  luxury,  and 
various  kinds  of  vice.  The  once-opulent 
cities  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  ""  are  melan- 
choly monuments  of  what  they  were. 
Oftend  is  well  fituated  for  a  fmall  fea- 
portj  and  a  neat  but  not  an  extenfive  line 
of  commerce,  as  the  harbour  is  not  on- 
ly  inca'pable-  of    being   enlarged   for  the 

^  The  ihhabitlnts  of  thefe  fOrlorn  cities  lately  clear. 
td  and  repaired  the  llrcets,  and  decorated,  by  lime- 
Water  and  paint,  thofe  places  which,  fome  vears  ago, 
wore  the  melancholy  appearance  of  defertlon;,  for  the 
reception  of  the  Emperor.  This  contrivance  was  well 
enough  calculated  to  im pre fs  his  Imperial  Maj city's  mind 
with  ati  idea  of  whe^t  thofe  cities  had  been,  and  were 
ftill  capable  of  being, 
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receptiorr  of  fliips  of  burthen,  but  ii  6( 
difficult  and  dangerous  egrefs,  as  well  as 
accefei — I  ihall  write  to  you  foon  from 
ibme  f>lace  in  Flanders. 

I  am,  &c. 
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To  R W — -,  Efq;  Loncforiw: 

St.  Omc^.thc25thJ^ne,  1777. 

HAVING  determined  to  try  the  ef- 
fedls  of  the  air  of  St.  Ornery  I  came 
thither  by  water  from  Bruffels,  through 
Ghent,    Bruges,'  Oftcnd,    Newport,  and 
Dunkirk.      The  acconmiodations  in  the 
barks,  on  the  canals  of  Auftrian  Flanders, 
are  Jniinitely   fuperior    to  thofe    of    the 
Trackfkuits  of  Holland,   being  confider- 
ably    larger,    with  excellent    apartments 
below  for  three  feveralclafTes of  paffengers, 
and  a  fhadcd  quarter-deck,  with  benches 
for  them  to  lit  on,  when  they  choofc   to 
take  the  air.    There  is  a  go6d  dinner  pi*o- 
vided  for  each  apartment ;  and  the  com-^ 
pany  may  be  accommodated  with  wines 
of  different  kinds,  tea,  coffee,  and  Fie- 
mifli  beer.     The  price  of  travelling,  as 
Well  ais  the  fkre,  is  remarkably  cheap;  -  and 
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the  beft  aj)artments  afe  alwayis  filled  witri 
good  company. -r- At  Dunkirk,  I  faw  the 
infamous  pirate  Cunningham.  He  haS 
''^had  the  audacity^  at  this  place>  to  infult 
Lord  Ferrers  •  whofo  noble  miiid  treated 
him  with  a  proper  contempt.  That 
nobleman  had^  in  the  cburfe  of  conver- 
lation,  remarked^  that  there  was  a  veity 
material  diftindtion  between  the  cafe  of  a 
hatiV'e  of  America  in  arms  againi^  Britaini 
and  that  of  a  ilajtive  of  Britain  in  .fimilar 
tirciimftaiicesi  Cunningham,  who  is  an 
Irifhman^  and  who,  of  courfe,  was  alarm-r 
cd  at  this  do(flrinfe|  vowed,  in  Lord  Fer- 
rers's  prefence^  that  he  would  watch  his 
movements;  and  that,  if  he  could  difcover 
his  yacht,  he  would  follow  and  fink  her^ 
with  all  on  boards 

This  incident,  with  many,  others^ 
bring  my  native  country  full  into  my 
view,  and  awaken  the  livelieft  concern  for 
her  prefent  critical  fituation.  The  amor 
patn'ce  is  never  fo  fenfibly  felt  as  in  fo- 
reign countries.  It  is  faid,  I  think,  by 
•  the 
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the  Duke  of  Rochefoiicault,  th^t  abTenc* 
dcftrbys  tveak  paflions,  .  but  encreafeS 
ftrbngi  as  the  wind  o^tinguifhes  a  cahdle; 
but  blows  Up  2L  fire.  If  this  be  a  jiift 
theory-  I  may  take  not  a  little  credit  to 
tnyfelf  fot  my  patriotifm: 

The  War  bdtt^een   Great  Britairt   and 
Amefica  is  the  general  topic  of  converfation 
in  ail  compaiiies  oh  the  continent.     Fo-^ 
feigners  feem  as  much  interefted  in  the  ifllr* 
of  that  conteft^  as  the  parties  principally 
Concerned.     Nine  perfons  in  ten  over  all 
Spain,  France,  Brabant;  Holland,  and  Ger- 
inany>  avoW  their  wifhes  for  fuccefs  and  in- 
dependency to  the  Britifh  American  colo- 
nies.    The  different  governments  of  thefd 
feingdpmS  and  flatcs  ar6  reflfained   from' 
^vdwing  fentiments  of  the  fame  kind,  only 
from  motives  of  policy  and  temporary  con- 
venience;— It  mighty  indeed,  be  naturally^ 
imagined,  that  fuch  Europeian  powers  asr 
have  colonies  of  their  own,  would  enter- 
Ifain  appi^ehenfiohs,  that  thfe  independence 
of  thei   Ehglifh   fettlemients    might   give 
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countenance  and  protedion  to  a  generll 
revolution  over  all  America ;  aini  that  the 
united  influence  and  cooHncrce  of  that 
hemifphere  might  exclude  from  Afia  and 
Africa,  the  maritime  nations  that  at  pre- 
fent  enjoy  the  trade  of  the  world.  But 
their  idea  is  (if  I  may  judge  of  the  fen ti- 
ments  of  courts  from  the  univerfal  voice 
of  the  people)  that  America  will  be  abk 
to  refift  the  authority  and  arms  oi  Britain 
until  both  parties  are  exhaufted;  by  which^ 
means  Britain  muft>  of  neccfiity>  yield 
tip  her  pretcnfions  to  fovereignty  over 
her  colonies;  foon  become  bankrupt  > 
and  thus  lofe  her  weight  in  the  political 
fcale  of  Europe  :  as,  on  the  other  hand^ 
they  are  perfuaded,  that  North  America 
will  be  fo  weakened  as,  inftead  ©f  annoy- 
ing the  Spanifli,  Portuguefe,  Dut6h>  and 
French  colonies  in  her  neighbourhood, 
to  become  dependent  on  the  flates  to  which 
thefe  colonies  belong. 

..i 

To  imagine  that  Britain  will  reliaquiihi 

her  dominion  over  her  American  cololaes^. 

as 
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as  long  as  the  nation  is  capable  of  raifing 
fupplies,  would  be  as  abfiird  a^  to  fu^- 
pofe  the  Americans  capable  of  long  refift- 
ance  without  foreign  aid.  But  if  this 
people  fliould  hold  out  even  for  the  pre*- 
fent  campaign,  that  aid  would  undoubt*- 
cdly  be  afforded.  Prejudices  againft  Great 
Britain,  and  prepoffeffions  in  favour  of 
America,  will  excite  an  enthufiafm  in 
noble  minds,  and  introduce  a  fpirit  of 
chivalry,  which  will  co-operate  with  the 
views  and  animate  the  exertions  of  policy 
in  fupporting  the  efforts  of  the  Britiih 
colonies* 

But  fhould  the  wealth  of  Gi*eat  Bri- 
tain, notwjthftanding  the  diiBculties  flie 
will  be  forced  to  encounter,  prevail  in  this 
arduous  contefti  the  forced  fubmiflion  of 
a  numerous  people,  poffefling  fo  flourifli* 
ing  and  ext^five  a  territory,  would  prov<! 
bu^  a  temporary  ceffation  of  hoftilities, 
ready  to  break  out  on  the  firft  favourable 
occali^m  with  redoubled  fury,  if  theif 
fidelity  ihQuld  not  be  conciliated  by  other 
C  3  means 
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rheans  than  thofe  of  feaf- :  and,  on  the 
^  other  hand,  fhould  the  colonies,  aided  by 
foreign  powers,  after  a  long  and  bloody 
Uruggle,  fhake  off,  what,  in  the  language 
of  refentment  and  paffion,  they  call  the 
yoke  of  Britain,  they  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, fall  under  the  power  of  fome  other 
nation  or  nations,  whofe  tyranny  would 
convince  them,  when  too  late,  how  little 
reafon  they  had  to  wifh  for  a  total  fepara- 
tionfrom  the  mother-country.  The  wif- 
dom  and  genius  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
America  ought,  therefore,  to  be  employ- 
ed, not  in  forming  plans  of  war,  but  in 
framing  treaties  of  accommodation.— I 
fhall,  for  the  prefent,  fuppofe  myfelf 
called  to  the  moft  important  office  with 
which  ever  mortal  was  dignified,  that 
of  arbiter  of  the  differences  between  Eng- 
land arid  her  colonies.  In  this  charadter, 
then,  I  propofe  to-  the  contending  parties 
the  following  terms  of  accommodation. 

I.  To  revifc  the  ads  of  trade,  on  liberalv 
conllitutional,  and  political  principles ^ 

2.  To 
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2.  To  confider  Great  Britain  as  the 
grand  magazine  of  American  produce,  and 
her  univerfal  agent  in  Europe,  Afia,  an4 
Africa^ 

3.  To  allow  America  to  eftablifh  manu- 
fadlures  fuited  to  her  various  climates ; 
and  the  free  exefcife  of  trade  within  her 
own  limits. 

4^  To  reftrain  her  navigation  as  hereto** 
fore,  and  to  confine  her  importations  to 
the  manufactures  of  the  Britifli  dominir- 
ons,  and  foreign  goods  diredlly  from 
Britain. 

5.  To  comprehend,  in  the  general  re^ 
gulat^ons  refpe(fting  North  America,  the 
Weft  Indi?,  Bahama,  and  Bermuda  iflands, 

6.  To  repeal  all  laws  impofing  taxes  of 
any  kind  in  America,  or  reftraining  the 
int-erjntal  trgide  of  the  colonies  with  each 
^ther. 

.  <^  3  7-  To 
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y.  To  conftitutc  in  America  a  genftral 
g^pverhmeht  fimilar  to  that  of  Ireland ; 
jrcferving  to  the  refpedivn^  provinces  and 
jflands  legiflative  powers,  in  certain 
cafes,  and  under  certaip  limitations. 

8.  To  eftablifli  a  Lord  Lieutenant's 
?6urt,  war-office,  navy-office,  boards  of 
cuftonis  and  excife,  and  other  departments 
of  ftate  ;  together  with  general  courts 
of  law,  chancery,  admitalty,  and  txchc- 
j^tier;  all  fubjeft  to  the  reyifion  cf  the 
Britifh  government, 

g.  To  confer  titles,  honours,  and  of- 
^ces  on  native  Americans,  and  others  re-r 
fiding  in  America,  diftinguifhing  thofc 
perfolis  Vvho  have  invariably  preferved 
j^heir  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  attachmenjt 
to  the  parent  ftate. 

JO-  That  a  genefal  aft  of  indemnity 
be  pafTed,  extending  to  all  perfons  wilU 
ing  to  take  the  benefit  thereof^^  on  or 
before. a  certain  fixed  day* 

11.  That 
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^  II .  That  ^ev^ry  eftabli^mcuti  civii 
and  militittt^,  in  Amerk:a,  ihall  fee  fujp* 
ported  by  taxes  and  duties  impofed  by 
h^  c^wn  itarliani^nt. 

ji2.  That  America  ihajl  bear  tb« 
^eiwg^^  'impuiweii  by  Britaia  in  th^  prpr 
^eiiM:  ^ont^fi^  recfkonipg  to  ^  certaiii  fixe4 
^ayj  afi  ^e  d^tp  pf  tb?  r«:ifi>lution  of 
ia^p|en4^<:$» 

13.  That  of  every  war  in  which 
Oreat  Britain  may  hereafter  be  engaged, 
Anaprica  {hall  pay  a  proportional  part  of 
jhe  e»pei|ce, 

14.  That  a  lord  lieutenant  fhall 
jbe  frequently  appointed,  who  fhall  be 
R  native  vbf  J&ritain,  enjoying  high 
titles  ^n4  aQ  independent  fortune  ia 
Britain. 

15.  That  »ative  AnaericanS  fliall  be 
f:®l?ipete3|it  to  jhe  appointed  in  all  military 
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places  and  ftations,  thofe  only  being  excepU 
f  d,  which  muft  be  filled  by  general  officers^ 

1 6.  That  all  regiments  fhall  be  re- 
moved from  one  place  to  another  by 
rotation,  as  formerly ;  and  recruited  with 
natives  of  Europe,  when  it  is  their  turn 
to  go  to  America  ;  but  that  all  regiments 
on  fervice  in  America  ftiall  be  completed 
by  American  recruits,  efpecially  before 
their  embarkation  for  Europe. 

17.  That  the  Pfoteftant  fliall  be  the 
eftablUhed  religion;  but  that  there  fhall 
be  an  unlimited  toleration  of  all  religious 
fedts  wrhatever. 

18.  That  fuch  Britifli  laws  as  con-^ 
cern  the  colonies,  fhall  be  recognized  and 
^affirmed  by  a  general  ad:  of  the  firfl  par- 
liament to  be  held  in  America;  from 
which  period,  the  Britifti  parliament  fhall 
ceafe  to  have  power  to  create  any  new 
law  to  bind  America;  nor   fhall   Ame-^ 
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fica  have  power,  without  the  previous 
confent  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  to  in- 
troduce any  law  that  fhall  abrogate, 
amead,  or  explain,  any  a6t  whatever,  al- 
ready eftabliflied  by  the  authority  of  the 
Britilh  parliament,  and  recognifed  by 
that  of  America. 

^  -19.  That  the  debts  edntra<aed  by  the 
jcongrefs  be  made  chargeable  on  the 
new  government  of  America ;  thofe  per- 
fons  and  provinces  being  exempted  from 
any  part  of  thi§  expence,  who  have  con- 
tinued well  affe^Sed  to  the  government  of 
JSritain. 

20.  That  the  currency  of  gold  and 
lilver  fhall  be  reduced  to  the  fame  va- 
lue throughout  the  feveral  provinces  and 
iflands  ;  and  that  the  exchange  with 
Britain  fball  vary  from  Britifli  fterling 
only  according  to  the  eftinpiation  of  cre- 
dit, and  fuch  circumflances  as  may  oc- 
cafion  a  fluctuation  in  the  common  occur- 
reaces  of  tride. 

21.  That 
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it.  That  to  the  titks  of  the  kiq|; 
be  added  that  of  North  Amerim.  —  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  thought  an  ad:  of 
treafon,  with  the  nu)ft  fubmiflive  loyalty^ 
hwnbly  to  propofe,  that  when  North 
Amerim  fhall  be  added  to  the  titles  of 
the  fovereign,  the  word  France  be  omit-^ 
ted*— His  majefty's  titles  will  then  x\}jx 
thus,  *'  Kin^  of  Great  Britain,  North 
^*  Anaerica,  and  Ireland,  &c/* 

I  s HO UL©  now  atteii>pt  to  illuftrate 
the  wifdom  as  well  as  juftiee  of  thefc 
iu;rangen^ent8  i  but  I  am  afraid  I  have 
already  e^fhaufted  your  patience.  Give 
me  leave  only  to  obferve,  that  the  efta- 
blifliiinient  of  a  parliament,  a  court,  a 
nayy,  an  army,  titles,  departments  of 
ftate,  and  the  other  diftinfltions  %ecifkd, 
would  have  a  natural  tendency  to  intro- 
duce into  America  mutuarl  jealoufies  and 
luxury.  The  political  confequences  of 
thefe  are  obvious.  They  would  contri- 
bute, Hiiore  than  any  fcheme  within  the 
compafs  of  human  policy,  to  keep  the  co- 
lonics 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  and h?t.ic a,,    ^f 

Ionics  in  a  ftate  of  fubjeftion  to  the  mother- 
pountry  **• 

I  ami  &c. 

^  The  Yubftaace  of  this  letter  was  (hewn.  In  O^ober 
1777,  to  a  principd  American  agent  in  Paris,  who  faid, 
that  the  fyflem  was  too  liberal  to  be  adopted  by  Great 
Britain, 
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LETTER    III. 
To  R— -  W ,  Efqj  London. 

Paris^  the  13  th  Nov,  1777. 

I  Sincerely  lament  the  rcftraint  which 
the  prefent  conjundure  of  the  af- 
fairs of  America  and  Europe  impofes  on 
our  correfpondence.  On  the  fubjeift  of 
politics,  which  I  know  to  be  the  favou- 
rite theme  of  my  friend,  I  muft  write  with 
caution  and  refervc.  The  affairs  of  Ame-^ 
rica,  I  have  good  rcafon  to  believe,  are 
at  prefent  the  grand  objedt  of  delibera- 
tion in  fome  of  the  leading  cabipets  of 
Europe,  however  they  may  endeavour  to 
throw  a  veil  over  their  proceedings  by 
fpecious  pretexts,  I  venture  to  write 
my  fentiments,  for  the  prefent,  with 
fome  degree  of  freedom,  becaufe  this  let- 
ter will  be  fent  by  a  private,  fafe,  and 
unfufpefted  hand. 

The 
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The  hoftile  fentiments  of  F  ■  e  to 
Great  Britain,  fhe  will  not,  if  I  am  not  * 
greatly  deceived,  much  longer  conceal. 
The  antient  rival  of  England  has  long 
been  meditating  the  redudtion  of  Britilh 
power.  Her  preparations  are  now  in 
great  forwardnefs.  She  will  foon  com- 
mence hoftilities  againft  the  Englifli  fet- 
tlements  both  in  the  eaft  and  weft :  but 
the  ftorm  will  fall  firft  upon  the  eaft; 
for,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  wife 
policy  of  France  expefts  the  fureft  fuccefs. 
—I  hope  the  epithet  I  have  beftowed  on 
the  policy  of  a  neighbouring  and  power- 
ful kingdom,  will  not  be  offenfive  to  a 
mind  fo  candid  and  liberal  as  that  of  my 
friend. 

It  is  not  magnanimity,  but  madnefs, 
to  undervalue  the  capacity  of  an  enemy. 
A  juft  eftimate  alone,  of  the  power  you  are 
called  to  oppofe,  will  enable  you  to  oppofe 
it  with  fuccefs. — In  truth,  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  kingdom  to  which  I  al- 
lude^ make  politics  a  fcience,  in  which 
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every  man   rauft   be  a    proficient,    wkd 
cxpeds  to  rife  to  prefefmcnt  in  the  ftate^ . 
Here  ftatcfinen  ierve,  as  it  were^  a  regular 
apprenticeftiip  ;    fof    not   one   man,    of 
however  high  hirth  or  fortune,  is  prefer- 
red   to   an  important    political    ftation^ 
without  having  previoufly  given  proofs  of 
ability  to  fiU  it  with  propriety,  in  feme 
fubordinate  ftation-     The   power  of  the 
cabinet  of  France,  to  call  to  public  offices 
all  the  genius  and  capacity  of  the  king- 
dom, is  one  advant^  manifeftly  arifing 
from  what  is,  in  moft  refpefts,  a  great 
evil  J    1  noiean,  an   abfolute  government : 
whereas   in    Britain  —  a  country   blefled 
with  a  free  conftitution— powerful  family- 
connexions  ;   great  wealth,  which  creates 
dependents  -,  and  the  capricious  voice  of 
the  multitude,  fometimes  pufti   forward 
the  ftupid,   the  ignorant,  the  vain,   into^ 
the  higheft  offices.      Hence  the  political 
exertions  of  France  are  conftant  and  re- 
fined ;  while  thofe   of  England,  though 
frequently  powerful,  are  yet  often  deful-» 
tory,  and  made,  as  it  were,  at  random, — 
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But  the  great  advantage  that  an  abro*^ 
lute  has  over  a  free  government,  lies  in 
the  fecrecy  and  expedition  of  all  its  ope- 
rations.— Curfe  on  the  Courier  de  TEu^ 
rope.  That  paper  has  done,  does,  and  will 
continue  to  do  more  hurt  to  Britain,  than 
a  perfon  refiding  in  London  can  conceive, 
perhaps  more  than  than  could  be  done  by 
fifty  thouiand  troops. — It  was  the  patriotic 
fpeechcs  ki  the  Britifh  parliament,  circu^ 
lated  all  over  Europe,  by  the  Courier  di 
rEurope^  that  invited  and  encouraged 
the  enemies  of  Britain  to  join  their  aid 
to  the  American  rebellion.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond,  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
^r.  Fox,  Col.  Barre,  with  other 
patriots,  are  conftantly  cxpofing  tlie 
weaknefs  of  the  Britifh  army  and  navy, 
and  even  reprefenting  them  as  much  weak- 
er than  they  in  reality  are.  They  give 
melancholy  pidures  of  the  decayed  trade 
and  agriculture  of.  England  ;  aggravate 
the  difcontents  and  diviiions  of  its  inha- 
bita&ts;  and,  cu  the  whole,  give  fuch  a 
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dcfcription  of  the  fituation  of  their  coUn-^ 
try,  as  forebodes  nothing  lefs  than  na-^ 
tional  mifery  and  ruin.  What  is  this^ 
but  to  hollow  in  the  ears  of  the  enemies 
of  Britain-^Now  is  your  time  to  eiFeft  ouf 
downfall  ? 

As  the  French  are  led,  by  the  declama- 
tions of  Minority,  to  form  erroneous  opi- 
nions concerning  the  ftrength  of  Britain;  fo 
the  Britifti,  without  the  excufe  of  a  fimilaf 
caufe  of  deception,  and  merely  from  in- 
veterate antipathy  and  vulgar  prejudice, 
entertain  falfe  notions  of  the  difficulties 
they  have  to  encounter  in  a  conteft  with 
France.  —  Amdng  thefe  difficulties,  I 
reckon  the  virtues  of  the  prefent  French 
monarch :  who  is  not  that  weak  perfon  he 
is  generally  reprefented  to  be  ;  but  a  judi- 
cious, humane,  and  juft  prince,  who  is  not 
attached  to  any  objeft  that  can  withdraw  his 
attention  from  the  iiffairs  of  ftate  fo  much  a$ 
for  an  hour.  His  views  are  invariably  di- 
rected to  the  happinefs  of  his  people  >  which 

he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  itWAprica.    33 

he  is  folicitous  to  promote  by  the  moft 
effeftual  means,  however  oppofite  they 
m^  be,  in  fome  inflances,  to  the  pre- 
judices and  maxims  of  the  French  na- 
tion. In  the  choice  of  his  minifters,  he 
is  guided  folely  by  a  regard  to  their 
capacity,  knowledge,  and  probity;  regard- 
lefs  of  rank,  family,  intereft,  or  religion. 
He  has  removed  from  the  police  of  Paris, 
into  the  marine  department,  the  ablejft 
minifter  and  moft  adive  genius  of  Europe^  I 
mean  M.  de  Sartine ;  from  whofe  abilities, 
information,  and  perfeverance,  our  nation 
has  every  thing  to  fear ;  as  his  department 
extends  not  only  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  formidable  marine,  but  alfo  to  the 
colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 

Count  de  Maurepas,  the  chancellor 
or  prime  minifter,  is  rendered  too  infirm 
by  age  to  execute  his  high  office  with 
aftivity;  but  he  does  it  with  precifion 
and  integrity.  He  gave  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  his  patriotic  virtue  in  recom- 
mending for  his  afSftant,  as  diredor  ge- 
VoL.  I.  D  xieral 
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neral  of  thd  finances,  a  foreigner,  a  pro- 
teftant,  and  a  merchant^  in  Mr.  Neckar: 
all  of  which  chara<fters  were  inconfiftent 
with  the  eftabliflied  maxims  of  the  French 
government,  and  the  ideas  that  were  enter- 
tained that  a  prime  minifter  of  France 
muft    indifpenfably  be   a   perfon   of  the 
higheft  rank  and  family.     The  mind  of 
Lewis  the  XVIth  was  congenial  with  that 
of  his  minifter.     He  burft  die  bands  of 
bigotry  and  national  pride,  over-ruled  the 
prejudices,  and  ftudied  only  the  good  of 
hi&  people.     What  has  not  England   to 
dread  from   the  ambition  pf  a  rival  na- 
tion, governed  by  fuch  a  king  ?         From 
a  king,  the  tranfition  is  natural  to  the  re- 
prefentative  of  a  king :  let  me  therefore 
now   pafs  on   to  the  Britifh  Ambaflador 
at  this  court.     He  is  not  popular  with 
the  Englifh  and  French,  becaufe  he  docs 
not  mifapply  his  time  in  entertainments 
and  difiipation ;  and  feems  not  to  confi- 
der  it  as  any  eflential  part  of  the  duty 
of  an  ambaflador,  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
by  a  fplendor  of  equipage.     The  Amcri-f 
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tans  fpeak  of  hrm  with  a  fournefs  which 
fliews  how  much  they  dread  his  talents 
and  virtues  **  The  views  and  arts  of  the 
Americans  have  been  counteracted  at  the 
court  of  Verfailles  by  the  penetration  and 

*  This  was  confpicuoUs  on  a  particular  occafion^ 
wherein  Dr.  Franklin  and  his  adherents  fhewed  their 
difappointment,  by  the  eagernefs  with  which  they 
publifhed  the  correfpondence  between  Lord  Stormont 
and  him  in  1777,  concerning  prifojiers.  Had  the 
Britijh  ambaffador  condefcended  to  correfpond,  in  thai 
capacity^  with  the  American  agent^  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles would  have  fliewn  equal  eagernefs  in  recog- 
nizing the  agent  in  his  public  charafler,  and  have  left 
the  court  of  Britain  without  any  caufe  of  complaint^ 
even  if  the  king  of  France  had  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependency of  America ;  the  Englifh  ambaffador 
having  tacitly  acknowledged  Dr.  Franklin  as  the 
iigent  of  America,  as  an  independent  ftate  : — and  by 
the  fame  arguments,  the  partisans  of  America  would 
liave  had  a  new  and  moft  powerful  ground  for  cen- 
furi ng  both  the  admlniftration  of  Britain,  and  the 
conduit  of  its  ambaffador  in  France. 
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vigilance  of  Lord  Stormont,  with  greater 
fuccefs  than  they  cpuld  have  been  per- 
haps by  any  other  nobleman  in  Britain. 
His  manner  and  addrefs  in  the  common 
intercourfes  of  |ife,  are  ip.  the  higheft 
degree  polite  and  courtly :  but  his  deport- 
;nent,  wj^en  he  appears  in  his  official 
charadter,  is  diverted  of  all  foftnefs^  and 
marked  by  a  rigid  inflexibility,  and  even 
a  comnianding  fternnefs,  v^hich  confounds 
the  fubtle  courtiers  of  this  country,  and 
renders  all  their  attempts  to  amufe  abor- 
tive. They  fay  here,  that  it  is  evi- 
dent my  Lord  Stormont  was  formed  for 
public  bufinefs  at  the  courts  of  Germany. 
Unpopular  as  Lord  Stormont  generally 
is  in  this  city,  he  is  univerfally  refpecfled  » 
pn  account  of  his  political  knowledge 
^nd  his  learning.  It  is  a  fingular  fpeftacle 
to  behold  an  ambaflador  devoting  his  va- 
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cant  hours  to  the  ftudy  of  Roman  an4 
even  Gijeek  literature.— Lord  Stornwnt 
is  remarkably  attentive  to  every  matter 
which  concerns  individuals  of  his  nation: 
fo  that  in  all  refpefts  he  difcharges  the 
duties  of  his  office;  from  which,  in  all 
probability,  he  will  foon  be  releafed. 
He,  has  the  folc  merit  of  warding  off 
the  combination  of  France  with  AmericJi 
fo  long,  and  of  courfe,  the  influence  which 
fuch  ar  combination  would  naturally  have 
on  Spain,  and  perhaps  other  powers. 

The  city  of  Paris,  and  the  cuftoms 
and  manners  of  the  French  nation,  have 
been  ^efcribed  by  thoufands  of  writers, 
aod  ftill  continue  to  be  the  fubjed  of 
cjidlefs  fcribbling.  It  would  therefore  be, 
doubtlefs^  a  work  of  fupererogation  to 
le^  you  over  fo  familiar  ground.  Yet 
^  the  Gumberlefs  accounts  which  are 
giv^Q  of  Paris  and  its  inhabitants,  are 
in  fome  inftances  contradiiftory  to  each 
otherjp  you  may  b6  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
D3  to 
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to  which  you  ought  to  give  credit,  | 
have  rode  round  the  city  of  Paris  on 
purpofe  to  compare  its  extent  with  that 
of  Loildon ;  and  I  think  it  covers  a 
fpace  riot  exceeding  two  third  parts  of 
that  which  is  occupied  by  the  Briti(h 
metropolis.  But  the  height  of  the  hpufes, 
and  the  number  of  families,  of  the  mid- 
dling and  inferior  clafles,  which  fcverally 
inhabit  each  floor;  and  above  all,  the 
multitudes  that  are  crowded  together  in 
the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  ftories,  do  certainly 
prove  beyond  a  contradiction,  that  the  city 
of  Paris  contains  a  much  larger  number 
of  people  than  London,  where  whqle 
houfes,  on  an  average,  are  occupied  by 
five  or  fix  perfons.  Here  we  ought  alfp 
to  obferve,  that  in  London  many  thou- 
fands  of  houfes  are  untenanted,  a  thing 
which  is  feldom  found  in  Paris.  Houfcr 
fent,  all  over  France,  and  the  common 
neceflaries  of  life,  are  amazingly  cheap  j 
the  poverty  of  the  lower  people  makes 
jhcm  CBConomifts ;  the  habit  of  ceconomy 
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produces  contentment,  and  contentment 
is  happinefs, 

I  KNOW  not  whether  it  has  been  ge- 
nerally remarked  by  travellers,  that  in 
France  perfons  of  the  firft  condition, 
poffeffing  titles,  high  honorary  orders, 
and  offices,  are  not  afhamed  to  obferve 
a  parfimony,  which  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man of  very  humble  fortune,  would  very 
abfurdly  blufh  to  imitate.  Paris  is  a  place 
where  a  man  of  fafhion  may,  with  credit 
and'  comfort,  live  juft  in  proportion  to 
his  income.  You  may  live  in  the  po- 
liteft  circles  with  a  fortune  of  only  200 
louis  d'ors  a  year.  I  have  often  dined  in 
a  houfe  called  a  Re/iaurateur,  where  I 
have  chofen  two  or  three  favourite  arti- 
cles, out  of  a  lift  half  a  yard  in  length, 
and  had  my  choice  of  a  dozen  different 
wines.  My  whole  repaft  coft  only 
abou(;  eighteen  pence:  at  the  fame  time 
I  have  feen  perfons  of  high  rank,  and 
drefled  for  court,  dine  for  little  more  than 
the  half  of  my  extravagance.  Your  table, 
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napkins^  plates,  and  covers,  are  clean  an4 
neat:  you  are  not  difturbed  cither  witlj 
npife  or  impertinence,  but  on  the  contrary, 
attended  to  by  thpfe  who  fit  near  you,  with 
civility  and  with  refped.  From  the  Rejkm 
rateitr,  I  will  juft  ftep  in,  for  a  little,  t0 
the  coiFee-hbufe.  It  is  eafy  to  pferceive 
from  the  converfatipn  of  the  French^ 
that  they  are  not  difpofed  to  fbfge^ 
t^ir  difcoi^fiture  in  the  laft  war>  nor 
the  capture  of  thtir  fhips  by  the  En*? 
glifli  before  any  declaration  of  hpftili^ 
ties.  The  American  war  is  the  great 
topic  of  difcourfe.  Certainly,  the  coun-* 
tenancc  that  is  afforded  in  France  to  the 
American  caufe,  tends  to  diminifh  that 
reverence  for  crowned  heads,  that  vene- 
ration for  the  grand  manarque,  which 
forms  a  very  efl'ential  principle  in  the 
French  conftitution.  The  caufe  of  na- 
tional and  political  liberty  is  now  as 
fytdy  difcuffed  in  all  coffee-houfes  and 
focieties  in  Paris,  as  it  is  in  the  Bri- 
tifti  fenate,  or  at  any  cofifee-houfe  or  mi- 
nority-c^ciation  in  England.  The  French 

government 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  ^/iwf  Africa.    41 

gofvefnment  connives  at  this  freedom, 
ynthout  recollc<fting  the  well-knowii  proM 
irerbial  faying,  Mutatp  nomine  de  te  fa^ 
puia  nafrdtur.  The  word  of  the  day  i% 
Delentia  efi  C^tbago^ 

Thus  mrnch  for  politics..— You  will 
m  doubt  exped  that  I  fhould  explain 
fhe  reafon  why  I  am  now  at  Paris,  in- 
stead of  failing  down  the  Red-fea,  or 
thence  to  the  coaft  of  India.  The  faft 
is,  that  when  I  came  to  this  city,  I  found 
that  the  paflage  by  the  Arabian  gulf  was 
not  to  be  thought  of,  on  account  of  the 
oppofing  monfoon^  until  the  enfuing  fea- 
fon.  I  was  at  the  fame  time  confidently 
aflured,  that  a  fliip  would  fail  from  L'Ori^ 
ent  in  the  month  of  September,  by  tak- 
ing a  paffage  in  which,  I  might  gain  five 
months  befides  other  advantages  which 
might  aflift  my  inveftigations,  the  objeft 
of  which  I  have  already  hinted  to  you 
in  a  former  letter.  But  I  was  amufed  by 
the  armateurs,  01  Jhips-hujbandsy  from  time 
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to  time,  and  it  was  but  a  few  days  ago 
that  I  got  matters  finally  fettled  with 
them.  I  fhall  leave  Paris  the  day  after 
to-morrow.  The  true  caufe  of  delaying 
the  Eaft  India  fhips  of  this  kingdom  bc-» 
yond  the  time  firft  fixed  for  their  failing, 
is  the  uncertainty  of  peace  or  war,  and 
the  expedition  fitting  out  for  India  from 
Breft,  confifting  of  feven  fail  of  the  line  ^ 
and  4000  regular  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Count  D'Eftaign.  My  mind 
is  filled  with  melancholy  prefages  con^ 
cerning  the  objedt  of  this  armament:  I 
am  alarmed  on  my  own  account  as  wcl| 
as  on  that  of  my  country. 
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J,  E  T  T  E  R     IV, 
jyjr,  P ,  in  ^Orient- 

Henaebon,  January  i,  177?^ 

I  HAVE  received  the  favour  of  your 
letter,  an.4  I  thank  you  for  having 
^en  jhjp  Itroijible  tp  give  orders  about 
my  trunk.  This  will  bp  delivered  to  you 
by  my  fervant,  vrho  will  bring  hither 
fuch  letjters  as  may  have  come  to  your 
haads  this  morning.  I  have  pun(3:ualljr 
jobeyed  your  laft  injundion,  but  my  fer^ 
yant  ^^s  for|^ot  to  bring  tKe  rainer4 
iRiaftcr. 

You,  Sir,  are  one  of  the  few  perfons 
from  whom  I  have  received  civilities 
fince  I  came  to  L'Orient ;  and  you  may 
believe  that  I  feel  your  goodnefs  the 
more  fenfibly  on  that  account.  I  have 
^tely  got  a  hint,  which  I   confefs   did 
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not  wholly  furprize  mc ;  I  was  prepared  for 
it  by  unhandfome  treatment  on  the  very 
firft  hour  of  my  arrival  in  L'Orient.— A 
treatment  to  which  I  never  in  my  life 
had  been  accuftomed,  very  naturally  led 
me  to  fufpedt  that  fomething  wks  going 
forward  which  could  not  well  bear  the 
light.  My  curiofity  was  excited  by  that 
fiifpicious  caution  atid  cooln6fs^  of  which 
I  found  myfelf  the  obj^d  in  fhe  dompatty 
of  men  whom  I  had  mvtt  oflFetodfed,  and 
to  whom  I  could  be  obnoxious  only  b6* 
caufe  I  was  a  Britifh  fubj^Ai— ^I  do  mdft 
heartily  defpife  the  id6a  of  ftifpicion  ;  but 
I  will  never  abandon  that  ^(Fe<!ti6n  and 
loyllty  which  I  owe  to  my  coutitry  and 
|>rince,  uniefs  by  unfevdidtible  circuni-^ 
ftances  I  fhall  become  the  adopted  fub^ 
jecft  of  a  foreign  ftate. 

This  nitioii  is  yet  on  termr  of  amity 
with  that  to  which  I  belong:*  While  I 
foJQurn  here,  expending  nly  iott\xnt,  t 
7^  entitled  to  common  civility :  but 
if„  inftead  of  the  well-knowii  pdite-» 
3  nefs 
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nefs  of  Fr^nqe,  t  meet  with  nothing  feut 
indignities  and  outrage,  I  am  not  to  learn ^ 
tliat  the  wife  policy  of  civilized  nation? 
has  provided  an  eftablifhment,  whofe  fa- 
cred  fundtiort  is  to  procure  for  their  f^b- 
jefls  refidingift  foreign, nations,  redrefe  of 
paft  grievances,  and  fecurity  againfl:  fii* 
ture.  To  this  eftabRfliraent  I  confefe  I 
have  been,  while  in  L'Orient  for  the 
firft  time  in  my  life,  obliged  to  refort ; 
and  this  I  did,  not  clandeftinely,  but 
in  the  face  of  the  world. — If  in  the  courfe 
of  a  neccffary  narrative  I  have  touched 
upon  any  matter  that  may  have  given 
oiftnce,  that  matter  was  not  of  my  awn 
feeking;  it  was  not  the  confequence  ctf  a 
prying  curiofity;  it  was  obtruded  upon 
me  in  a  very  -un^andfome  and  difagree- 
able  manner.  As  to  opinions  delivered 
in  the  freedom  of  converfation  and  focial 
intercourfe ;  for  thefe  I  hope  J  need  not 
make  any  apology.  Here  I  plead  the 
common  praftice  of  the  coujitry,  and 
cfpecially  ihfe'  pra<^lce  of  L'Orienf ;  where 
iurtoifeS  ^fiiUbd  to  lihte  Vi&cs  of  its^in- 
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habitants,  are  induftrioufly  propagated  a# 
fadts;  and  where  a  manifeft  partiality 
^orts  with  unbounded  freedom,  not  only 
with  truth,  but  with  inftitutions.  univer- 
fiilly  deemed  effential  to  the  profperity  of 
political,  and  infeparable  from  the  ex- 
iftence  of  commercial  focieties« — If  the 
letters  of  individuals  (under  the  folenm 
feal  which  all  ftates  have  fandtified)  are 
not  facred  in  public  offices,  the  in- 
terefts  of  commerce  are  injured,  and  na- 
tional faith  (haken,  if  not  deftroyed :  If 
any  unjuftifiable  freedom  has  been  taken, 
with  my  private  correfpondence,  I  flball 
reprefent  it  in  an  open  letter  to  the  repre- 
Tentative  of  the  fovereigil  of  ray  nation. 
Guilty  minds  alone  are  fearful.  Even 
without  the  protection  of  the  Britifh  am- 
baflador,  I  ftiould  not  apprehend  any  in- 
juftice  in  France.  I  would  confidently 
look  for  juftice,  and  cafily  obtain  it. 
The  police  of  this  nation  is  excellent^ 
and  is  impartially  exercifed  in  favour  pf 
all  who  know  how  to  avail  themfelves 
of  it,  whatever  be  their  country,  or  their 
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rank  in  life.     Ncverthelefs,  I  can  clearly 
perceive   that    individuals    in    this    pro- 
vince are  guilty  of  manifold  adts  of  in- 
juftice  to  my  country.     Thefe  men  are, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  enemies  to  the 
profperity  of  France,  England,  and  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  to  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe.      From    the    origin    of   the 
prefent  unhappy  conteft,  I  eafily  forefaw 
the   evils    which    were    likely    to    arife 
from    wrong    information    and    political 
fadlion,    I  wiflied  for  an  honourable,  libe- 
ral, and  conftitutional  accommodation  be- 
tween the  branches  of  the  fame  trunk,  the 
fubjedls  of  the  fame  crown,  poflefling  the 
fame   civil   and  religious  principles,   the 
mutual  fupport  of  each  other ;  but  whofe 
public   profperity  and  private  happinels, 
unfortunately  for  both,  have  excited  the 
envy  of  other  nations.     My  condud  has 
uniformly   been   agreeable   to  thefe   fen- 
timents  ;  fentiments  in  a  Britifh  ^bjeft, 
which  I  am  perfuaded  would  find  appro- 
bation even  in  the  court  of  Verfailles.     I 
hope  I  am  a  good'  citizen  of.  the  world  i 
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hut  at  the  fame  time,  I  profeft  what  1 
feel,  a  moft  cordial  predileftion  for  my 
native  country.  I  have  often.  Sir,  had 
©ccafion  to  admire  your  prudent  caution 
with  regard  to  public  affairs :  for  whe- 
ther in  cocnplaifance  to  your  gueft,  or 
from  whatever  other  caufe,  your  refervc 
on  political  fuhjed:s  in  my  company,  has 
hitherto  made  it  a  queftion  with  me,  to 
which  fide  your  wifhes  incline:  neither 
have  I  ever  endeavoured  to  difcover  them. 
My  fentiments  1  have  never  concealed, 
and  I  hope  I  need  not  be  aftiamed  to  avow 
them.  It  becomes  a  Britifli  fubjtdl  to 
hold  in  abhorrence  the  conduft  of  fuch 
perfons  as  clandeftinely  furnifli  the  means 
of  protradting  an  unnatural  and  inhuman 
rebellion,  which  depopulates  other  coun- 
tries without  enriching  their  own,  and 
which  may  in  its  confequences  be  pro- 
dudive'  of  the  moft  ferious  evils  to  all 
Europe* 

If  your  civilities  to  a  ftranger  arc  con- 
ftrued  illiberally  by  contrafted  minds,  I 
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fll&ll  deeply  regret  my  want  of  refolution 
to  refift  the  polite  invitation  of  M.  and 
Madame  P  u  *,  of  whofe  goodnefs  I  fliall 
retain  a  lively  fcnfe  as  long  as  I  live. 

With  thefe  fentiments.  Sir,  I  give  yoil 
leave  to  exhibit  them  w^herever  and  on 
\Vhatevcr  occafion  you  may  think  proper* 

I  have  the  honour,  &C4 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

Xo  R_W ,  Efq. 

THE  prohibition  is  withdrawn,  and 
private  (hips  are  permitted  to  take 
out  the  ufual  documents  (what  we  call 
clearances)  for  India.  I  have  fixed  upon  my 
cabin,  and  prepared  the  proper  accommo- 
dations for  fea.  The  (hip  is  ready,  and  we* 
are  eager  to  embrace  the  firft  fair  wind  to 
depart;  yet,  having  previoufly  confulted 
the  armateur^  I  determined  to  hazard  ^ 
journey  to  Rennes,  which  is  the  capital  of 
Bretagne,  in  order  to  meet  a  gentleman 
from  Bourdeaux^  to  whom  I  am  to  con>- 
mit  the  cuftody  of  my  lafi  letters  to  Great- 
Britain  ;  and  I  have  chofen,  at  the  expence 
of  twenty  miles  extraordinary,  to  take  this 
^reat  commercial  city  in  my  way. 

In 
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In  my  excurfions  through  various  coun- 
tries, I  have  for  the  firft  time  been  treated 
with  incivility  at  U Orient j  in  the  fcingdofti 
of  France^  where^  of  all  parts  of  the  worlds 
incivility  was  leaft  to  have  been  expedted. 
But  the  airy  genius  of  France,  in  the  full 
career  of  politenefs,  is  not  inattentive  to 
the  didates  of  political  wifdom* 

L'Ori£nt,  Natttz,  and  Dunkirk,  of  aft 
the  ports  of  France,  are  the  moft  diftin- 
guiftied  for  an  attachment  to  the  AmeH- 
can  caufe^  arid  1  zealous  oppofition  to  that 
of  ^x\t2ln.     The  peoplfe  of  the  American 
frigates    (the   Raleigh   and   Alfred)    that 
failed  lately  from  L'Orient,  knew  me,  and 
tould  nbt  be  perfaaded  that  the  place  of 
my  deftination  was  India;    They  gave  fuch 
kri  account  of  me  to  their  agents,  that  I 
fbon  bccanie  an  objed  of  fiifpiciori,  atid  all 
my  mofions  were  watched  with  the  ftrixfteft 
vigilance. 

On  the   15th  of  NoVemfcer  I  obtained 
his   moft  Chriftian  Majefty'S   mandamus, 
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counterfigned  by  his  minifter  of  ftate  thd 
Count  de  Vergetines,  for  permiffion  ^'  To 
.fafs freely  and  without  molejiation  to  U  Orient  ^ 
in  order  that  I  might  there  embark  for  India^ 
After  my  arrival  at  L'Orient,  M.  UAvayJfe^ 
2l  merchant,  for  whom  I  had  left  a  letter^  call- 
ed upon  me,  and  we  walked  together  into 
the  port.  He  afked  if  I  had  been  to  wait  on 
the  principal  officers  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I 
had  noti  and  at  the  fame  time  made  an 
apology  for  this  part  of  my  condu6t4  M. 
L'A— ■ — e  faid,  we  are  now  near  the  hdufe 
of  the  Commiflary  of  marine,  and  it  will 
be, proper  to  call  upon  him.  I  replied, 
with  all  my  heart,  if  the  time  be  not  un- 
feafonable.  We  entered,  the  Commiflary 
was  invifible,  and  we  left  our  names.  Next 

morning,  accompanied  by  M.  A r — d, 

who  was  alfo  a  merchant  of  L'Orient,  and 
a  French  gentleman,  M.  Boutet,  captaia 
of  a  fliip,  I  waited  a  fecond  time  on  the 
Commiflary,  who  received  us  in  his  office. 
On  my  being  prefented  to  him  as  an  Eng- 
lifli  gentleman  going-  to  India^  by  the  firfl: 
fljip^he  aflced,  with  great  rudenefs,  if  that 
.  waa 
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^vas  the  Englifhman  that  had  walked  into 

the  port  yefterday,  and  was  fufpefted  of  not 

having  had  any  introdudlion  to  any  perfon 

in  the  place  ?     M.  A— — r — d  then   fet 

the  Commiffary  right,  with  regard  to  this 

matter,  very  diftindtly.     The  Commiflary 

fiext  alked,  if  Monlieur  had  a  permiffion  to 

embark  ?  He  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 

and  the  King's  mandamus  was  laid  before 

him,  counterligned  by  the  Count  de  Ver^ 

gennes.    The  manner  in  which  the  Com- 

miffary  had  received  me,  ceafed  to  amaze 

me,   when  I   beheld    the  contempt  with 

which  he  treated  his  royal  mafter's  figna- 

ture.    "  If  Monfieur,*'  faid  he,    ^*  has  no 

other  permiffion,    I  fhall   not  fuffer  him 

to   embark  in  any  fhip   from  L'Orient." 

We  took  leave  of  this  menu  officieVy  and 

waited  on  M.  de  la  Vigne^  the  comman^lanf 

of  the  port,  who  received  me  with  all  the 

politenefs  of  a  French  gentleman.     I  alfo 

waited  on  M.  Tremicourt,  commandant 

of  the  town,  who  received  me  with  great 

politeneis.      After    all   thefe  ceremonies 

were  xiver,  M.  A-     ■  r— d,  with  his  ufual 
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goodnpfs,  undertook  to  write  to  his  bro«» 
ther-in-law,  Mr.  Vincent,  of  Paris,  ta 
folicit  a  paffport  for  ?ne  from  M-  de  Sartine^ 
I  judged  it  prudent  to  fecond'^Mr.  Vincent^s 
application,  which  I  did  by  writing  an 
cxad:  ftate  of  my  cafe  to  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Stormont,  at  that  time  the  Englifh  am*? 
baflador  at  the  court  of  Vcrfailles.  This 
ftep  I  thought  abfolutely  ncccflary  :  fop  I 
had  been  rcprefented  by  the  Americans,  as; 
a  member  of  the  legiflature  of  Grenadajj 
as  a  principal  officer  of  his  BHtannick 
Majefty's  cuftoms,  md  on  the  whole,  as 
a  perfon  who  could  not  in  truth  be  bound 
for  India.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr^  Vin- 
cent's application  tp  the  juftice  of  M.  d^: 
Sartine,  was  alone  fqfiicientfgr  my  purppfe* 
I:  obtained,  without  difficulty,  the  4eiir«l 
paffport* 

In  my  letter  to  toni  ^tornapnt,  whid) 
wore  the  con>plexion  ofi  a.  complaint^  I 
took  pare  to  intermix  with  tbe  detail  | 
gave  his  Lordfhip,  but^  in  an  indinei^ 
luanner,  fc^^eraV  parti^^lays  which  U  wat 
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of  more  importance  to  my  union  tkat 
his  Lordihip  fhould  know,  than  the  ikSi^ 
culties  I  had  to  encounter  before  I  (houM 
be  permitted  to  embark  at  L'Orieht.  1 
gave  his  Lordfbip  an  idea  of  the-  u^dbr-* 
hand  work  that  wae  going  forward  in?  tkdt 
port,  and  an  account  of  the  miHtary  floras 
that  were  put  on  board  of  fhip^  boami 
for  America.  Whether  thefe  hints,  were 
thought  fufficient  grounds  for  any  enquirjn 
on  the  part  of  Lord  Stormont,  or  whether 
that  vigilant  and  able  minifter  bad-  Hot 
been  apprized  of  the  cireumflfaaces-  I 
thoitgh&  it  my  duty  to  commuaicltd  he^ 
fore  r  took  the  liberty  ti£  writing  tO'  kina, 
I  do  not  know;  but  this  I  know,  that 
from  the  mojEnent  the  GommiiTary  of 
ntiarine  was  informed,  that  I  had  wrott^ 
ta  the  Britifh  ambafiador,  he  became' more 
particular  l^aa  ever  i^  his  enqpiries  ootf* 
oerning  m^,  my  deftination,  Qohne^iens^i 
dec  inibiAuch^  that  fome  of  my  friends^  af 
X/'Oritot  begjn  to  bfe  uneafy '  about' toj^ 
^ety.  Lwas  at  that  time  at  Hennebon, 
ibi;  tke  fake  of  ^r  and  health }  and^  being 
3E  4  appre- 
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apprcheniive  that  the  jealoufy  and  refen^- 
men  t  of  the  Commiflary  might  attempt  feme 
mifchief  agaitift  the  gentleman  with  whom 
I  lived,  I  judged  it  proper  to  communicate 
to  him  what  I  had  heard,  of  the  fufpicions. 
that  wer&entertained  of  me;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  by  a  declaration  of  his  innocence, 
which  was  founded  in  the  ftridleft  truth, 
to  vindicate  his  character  from  any  afper- 
fions  that  might  be  thrown  upon  it  on 
jny  account.  A  copy  of  this  letter,  which 
I  here  inclofe,  will  give  you  an  idea  of 
my  conduift  on  that  occafion.  You  will 
think  it,  perha!p»,  rather  bold ;  but  in  all 
probability  it  has  been  the  means  of  pre- 
ferving  me  from  the  gr^ateft  infults,  the 
general  confequences,  in  fituations  fimilar 
to  mine,  of  betraying  any  fymptoms  of. 
apprehenfion.  Even  now^  I  am  not,  after 
all  that  has  pafled,  certain  that  I  fliall  be 
permitted  to  purfue  my  voyage  to  India 
from  this  country.  I  found  this  doubt 
on  the  probability  that  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  will  foon  come  to  an  open  rupture 
with  that  of  London;  and  this  probability 
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I  infer  from  fa€ls,  from  declarations,  from 
general  appearances,  and  from  my  inter- 
courfe  with  perfons  of  this  nation,  as  well 
as  the  agents  of  Amerieaf 

The  Eaft** India  expedition  is  fufpended 
only  for  a  feafon.  The  force  that  was 
deftined  to  attack  the  Englifh  fettlemcnts 
in  the  Eaft,  will  be  fent,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  fupport  the  Americans.  Eleven  veflels 
are  now  loaded,  and  have  probahly  failed  - 
from  L'Oricnt  and'  Kantz  for  Bofton, 
having  on  board  heavy  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, cloathfng,  fait,  and  provifions.  The 
American  fhips  were  condudled,  with  the 
greateft  fecrefy,  by  a  French  frigate,  untH 
they  were  clear  of  the  bay  of  Bifcay. 

The  treaty  on  foot  between  Mr.  Franl^- 
lin  and  the  court  of  France;  is  for  an 
alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive.  On  the 
one  hand  it  is  propofed,  that  France  fhall 
fapport  the  independence  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  and  on  the  other,  that  America  fhall 
yield  up  to  France  the  exclufive  trade  of  ^ 
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the  foHthern  provinces>  the  Garalinas,  Vir-^ 
ginia^  and  Maxyland,  I  have  learned  ftill 
father,  by  a  frigate  which  arrived  at 
L'Orignt  on  the  17th  of  laft  month  from; 
Pondicherry  and  L'lfle  de  France,  that  a, 
treaty  has  been  conclifded  between  a  Man - 
fiear  St.  Lubin  on  the  part  of  France,  and 
the  celebrated  Hytler  Ally  Cawn,  the 
powerful  and  inveterate  enemy  of  the  Na- 
bob of  Arcpt  and  the  EngUfti.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  confederacy  is  the  invafion  of 
the  Carnatic^  the  emancipation  of  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjpre,  and  the  re-eftablifhment 
in  Afia  of  the  commerce  and  influence  of 
Ifrance.  The  French  rpeap  to.  fend  out 
this  feafon  only  three  hundred  recruits  in 
private  fhips,  to  carry  befidea  coals,  ftoreS;i 
and  ammunition :  and  all  this  is  only  pre-? 
pamtOFjr  to  the  grand  operations  of  the 
cnfuing  y^^r,  which  will  be  cqnduded  by 
Geqe^  BeUecombe  an4  the  Count  D'E- 
ftaing.  A  very  fine  frigate,  cdled  fja  Sar-- 
tiney  in  complim^ent  to  the  minifter  of  the 
niariiie  department,  who  is.  the  foul  of  the 
cahiQipt,   and  the  ^ran^d.  projector  of  al) 
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fchenjes  in  this  nation,  failed  from  Bour-. 
deau3(  about  twelve  or  fifteen  months  ago, 
filled  with  gr?at  and  fmall  arms,  ammu-. 
nition,  and  other  (lores,  cloathing,  and 
fome  merchandise,  under  the  direftion  of 
Monfieur  de  St.  Lubin,  who  has  been  oa 
the  Malabar  coaft,  and  fUcceeded  in  tll« 
principal  obje<?t  0/  his  miffipn*  . 

A?  the  port  and  town  of  L'Orient  have 
an  exclufive  right  to  receive  all  imports 
eaftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on 
condition  of  paying  five  per  cent,  indiilt  on 
^egrofs.fale  (which  is  made  in  the  King's 
warchoufcs)  befide&  the  ufual  duties  j  fo 
they  have  not  hitherto  participated  in  the 
trade  of- the  Weft.  Butas  there  is  not  any 
cxpfcfe  ftipulation  ^^^w^'the  weftcraim* 
pof  fts,,th.ey.  are  now  e^dsavoiiring  to  eng^ 
tfefr  Amerieans  to  trade  chiefly:  with  them ; 
ax^  thoir  end§ayi©VK»  ace  lifcely  to:  pKB* 
fuccefsful, 

T»»  merchants  of  Nantfc,  (which  en- 
j&y^  jt  coiamviflMpattOH  with  the  beautiful 
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river  Loire,' whicK  falls  into  the  ocean 
near  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  arid 
which  is  navigable,  as  wtW  as  many  of  its 
branches,  even  to  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom)  behold  the  rivality  of  L'Orient 
with  evident  fymptoms  of  jealoufy  and 
xjifcontent. — It  is  remarkable,  that  the  city 
of  Nantz  has  always  been  the  moft  forward 
in  France,  to  enter  into  and  fupport  mea- 
fures  hoftile  to  Britain.  In  the  year  1744, 
the  merchants  of  Nantz  were  the  engine 
which  moved  the  deluded  Pretender  to 
urge  his  ra£h  claim  to  the  throne  of  Great 
Britain ;  they  furniflied  him  with  arms, 
ammunition,  money,  and  (hipping  for  the 
purpofe  of  tranfporting  him  and  his'  ad- 
herents to  Scotland ;  and  entered  into  a 
moft  enlarged  plan,  in  order  to  favour  his 
views.  They  have,  in  like  manner,  been 
uncomnionly  zealous  and  active  in  fup- 
porting  the  pretenfions  of  the  Americans, 
and  in  fupplying  all  their  wantSt 

The  city  of  Nantz  is  large,  healthy, 
populous,  commpdious  in  the  higheift  4e-^ 
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gree  for  commerce,  as  we  have  already 
obferved,  and  remarkably  pleafant  by 
means  of  the  Loire.  Ships  of  any  mef.*- 
cantile  burthen,  and  in  aay  numbers,  can 
Qnter  the  river,  and  come  up  to  the  city* 
I  conceive  the  navigation  of  the  Loirei  to 
be  perfedlly  fecurc  for  about  thirty  miles  j 
nor  is  it  defended,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
any  more  than  the  city  of  Nantz,  by  any 
regular  fortifications. 

L'Ohient  is  not  only  ftrongly  defend* 
cd  by  the  fortrefs  of  port  Lewis,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  by  feveral 
batteries.^  on  the  oppofite  point,  but  alfo 
by  others  which  proted:  the  inner  harbour ; 
befides  that  the  city  itfelf  is  a  regular  for- 
tification. The  houfes  of  L'Oricnt,  its 
ftreets,  and  the  appearance  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, who,  notwithftanding  its  fmall  com- 
pafs,  are  faid  to  amount  to  20,000  fouls, 
exhibit  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of  the  mighty 
advantages  of  commerce.  Indeed,  I  have 
conftantly  been  able  to  judge  of  the  ex- 
cellence or  defe<a:s  of  any  civil  conftitution, 
r  ..        .    /    i  as 
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us  Well  ^&  of  the  virtue  or  corruption  dt 
thofe  in  power^  in  any  country,  by  tht 
firft  appearance  of  the  people,  the  ftrcets^ 
tnd  the  houfes. 

This  will  iii  all  probability^  be  the 
laft  letter  you  will  receive  from  me  in 
Europe*  As  I  am  certain  that  your  kihdeft 
wiflies  accompany  me^  fo  you  may  be  af- 
fured  that  my  heart  makes  a  fuitable  re- 
turn of  the  warmeft  affedtion  for  you  ^  and 
that  I  fhall  rejoice  in  every  account  tha€ 
informs  me  of  your  happinefs, 

Adieti. 
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LETTER    VL 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  N—h* 

At  Sea,  12th  Mzy,  177S ;    ' 
by  the  way  of  Si,  HeluMt* 

mv  lord, 

VARIOUS  circumftances  have  con-* 
Gurred  to  furniih  me  with  means 
of  information  concerning  the  political  in- 
terefts  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  views  of 
Other  nations,  her  fecret  enemies.     I  have 
the  fatisfadlion   of  being  perfuaded^   that 
laft  winter,  I  communicated  to  the  am- 
l)affador  at  Paris,  fome  hints  which  were 
of  public  importance.   I  alfo  endeavoured^ 
through  indirect  channels,  to  convey  others  . 
to  adminift ration  at  home.     I  was  then 
waiting  for  a  paffage  to  Iiidia  at  L'Orient, 
where,  as  well  as  at  neighbouring  ports, 
I  difcovered  tranfadlions,  inimical  in  the 
higheft     degree    to    Englind,    which   I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  govern- 
5  ment. 
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iTicnt.  Among  other  things,  I  mentioneci 
a  piece  ol  fecret  intelligence,  which  was 
brought  in.  December  laft  to.  L*Orient| 
from  the  Ifle  of  I^rarice,  by  a  frigate  of 
War,  the  Confolante.  It  was,  that  the 
Chevalier  St.  Lubiri  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  to  which  thd 
Rajah  of  Tanjore  had  acceded.  The  rea^ 
Tons  which  incline  me  to  give  credit  to 
this  report,  will  not,  perhaps,  be  thought 
light  or  trifling  by  your  Lordfliip. 

1  AM  enabled,  by  chance^  to  explain  td 
your  Lordfliip,  the  myftcrious  characftei: 
ahd  fituation  of  M.  St.  Lubin ;  and  for 
this  1  am  indebted  to  a  fellow-paffenger^ 
who  formerly  held  an  office  of  truft  in 
the  civil  fcrvice  of  the  late  French  Eaft- 
India  Company,  and  fince,  in  that  ojf  the 
crown ;  a  man  of  character,  who  has  good 
proipeds,  and  poflefTes  the  beft  means  of 
information. 

M.  St.  Lubin  is  a  perfon  without  any 
vilible  fortune,  who,  by  a  long  unfettled 
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feUdence  in  India^  has  acquired  an  un« 
common  knowledge  of  the  cliftoms,  man- 
ners^ policy^  trade,  kngtiages,  fitaations, 
and  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  powers  of 
that  country,  both  native  and  European.  , 
From  the  ftation  of  a  private  foldier  in 
Mauritius,  by  genius,  aftivity,  addrefs, 
fluency  of  fpeech,  and  withal  a  confidera- 
ble  fhare  of  aiTurance,  he  has  rifen  to  his 
prefent  eminence.  He  ingratiated  him- 
felf  very  much  with  fomc  of  the  diredlors 
of  the  late  Eaft  India  Company;  and  fince 
the  fufpenlion  of  their  charter,  he  has  ac-r 
quired  the- favour  and  confidence  of  M*  de 
Sartine  in  fo  high  a  degree,  that  if  his 
abilities  had  not  been  thought  more  ufe- 
fuily  employed  in  a  walk  of  life  not  fo 
public^  he  would  have  been  appointed  to 
the  government  of  Pondicherry:  this 
would  have  afforded  a  furprifing  fpedlacle 
to  the  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  who 
a  few  years  ago  treated  M.  St.  Lubin  in 
a  very  difgraccful  manner,  on  fufpicion  of 
his  being  too  much  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Englifh.  He  has  lately  been  dignified 
Vol.  I.  F  with 
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with  n  military  order,  ^nd  is  now  invdleA 
with  the  fple  direction  of  two  large  trading 
fhips  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  where  his 
addrefs,   his  knowledge,    and    his  reidy 
aecefs    to   Hyder  Ally  and  the  Maratta 
trib^Sj  We  very  likely  to  attairi  the  objeft 
of  his  enjployers,  the  re-eftabliftiment  of 
their  trade,  and.  the  refumption  of  theif 
charter.     The  political  fyftem  relative  to 
India,  of  the  Duke  of  Ghoifeul^  is  appi-* 
rently  the  prefent  fyftetn  of  France,  as  well 
as  of  Britain  :   it  iS  iii tended  to  referve  the 
territorial  property  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown  ',  at  the  fame  time  to  give  every 
poflible  encouragement  to  the  Company 
as  fherchantSy  in  a  liile  fuited  to  their  edu- 
cation, profeflion,  and  ciapacity. 

Monsieur  de  Sartiile  is,  doubtlefs,  the 
fiioft  fubtile,  temporizing,  and  aAive  po- 
litician in  the  French  adminiftration,  and 
promifes  to  procure  ftability  in  on6  de- 
partmeht  .cff  ftate  or  other.  After  the 
example  of  the  Duke  Of  Chdifeul,  he  dif- 
covera  the  firft  mttrantUe  geniujis  in  the 
2  city 
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tity  of  Paris,  and  avails  himfelf  of  their 
ability  and  experience.  He  is  now  con- 
certing with  them  meaftires;  as  conducive 
to  the  inteirefts  of  his  own  nation,  as  they 
are  fubverfive  of  thofe  of  Britain.  Your 
Lordfhip's  judgment,  informed  by  an  inter- 
courfc  with  perfons  afcquainted  with  the 
local  and  political  circumftances  of  Hindo- 
ftan,  will  difeift  the  meafures  moft  likely  to 
counteradl  the  machinations  of  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  and  to  fruftrate  the  views  of  a  (late 
extremely  ambitious  of  the  trade  of  India, 
and  jealous  of  the  influence  which  Great 
Britain  has  eftablifhed  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world.  But  here  yoiir  Lordlhip  has 
many  obftacles  to  encounter,  in  the  un- 
alDating '  refentment  of  Etyder  Ally  Cawn^ 
who  conceives  the  power  of  Britain  to 
be  the  ohly  obftrudiOn  in  his  earerf 
to  abfolute  dominion  ill  the  Decan  j 
and  the  awakened  ambition  of  a  nomi- 
nal king  *  bearing  royalty  in  fetters,  and 
inortified  by  the  humiliating  condition  to* 

*  Rajah  of  Tanjorc. 

F  2  which 
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which  he  is  reduced,  but  who  had  hitherto 
wanted  refolution  to  reject  the  Unworthy 
terms  on  which  he  held  his  fovercignty, 
or  fo  much  as  to  avow  a  wifti  for  his  cman* 
crpation* 

Your  Lordfliip  will  alfb  be  led  to 
confidef  how  far  it  is  confiftcnf  with 
found  policy  to  fccure,  without  extending^ 
the  territorial  acquifitions  of  Britain  in 
Hindoftan ;  and  how  necefTary  it  is  to 
counterbalance  the  influence  of  ambitious 
rivals,  who  will,  no  doubt,  be  induftrious 
to  alienate  the  afFedtions  of  the  natives 
from  the  Engliib,  and  to  ihake  their  con- 
fidence in  Britifh  faith.  It  will  farther 
become  an  objedt  of  political  confidera- 
tion,  whether  it  will  be  wifdom  to  com- 
mit the  chief  native  power,  into  the  hands 
of  one  mild,  juftj  and  firm  prince,  in  whofe 
friendfliip  and  gratitude  you  may  fafely 
confide ;  or,  by  dividing  the  power  of  tha 
Carnatic^  among  various  petty  pretenders 
to  fovereignty,  to  render  them  all  equally 

^  This  alludes  only  to  the  Cantatic  of  the  kingdom  of 
Tanjore. 
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ambitious,  jealous,  ^nd  dependent ;  dupes 
to  the  artifices  of  divers  European  agents, 
who  will  flatter  pach  of  them  with  pro- 
mifes  of  protedtion  and  uncontrolled  do- 
minion. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  a  queftion,  the  fo- 
lution  of  which  will  diffufe  its  influence  to 
the  Ganges,  Guzarat,  and  Malabar  ;  and 
in  order  to  folve  it,  it  will  be  neceflary 
previoufly  to  make  the  following  inquiries, 
ifl.  Have  the  nation  and  company,  cqn- 
juncftly  or  feparately,  experienced  honour, 
fidelity,  and  friendlliip  in  any  of  the  Afiatic 
princes  ?  2d.  Have  they  had  caufe  to 
fufpeft  any  prince  in  Afia  of  treachery  ? 
3d.  Have  the  Englifh  nation  and  com- 
pany adhered  inviolably  to  their  engage- 
ments with  Eaftern  princes  ?  4th.  Have 
the  Company,  or  their  agents,  committed 
adtions  which  may  have  loofened  the 
bands  of  friendfliip,  deftroyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  princes  of  the  East,  and 
withdrawn  the  afiedlions  of  the  people  ? 
5th.  Can  any  future  adt  of  the  Company 
■  F  3  regain 
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regain  and  fccure  the  confidence  of  Afiatic 
princes,  and  the  afFedions  of  their  fub- 
j^cfts  ?  6th.  Is  the  faith  of  government 
(confidered  as  diftinft  from  the  company) 
yet  entire  in  the  Eaft  ?  7th.  May  not  the 
interference  of  government,  by  a  rigid 
adminiftrat;on  of  juftice,  reftore  the  inr 
fluence  of  the  Englifh  pame,  and  re-efta-r 
blifh  the  Company  in  the  confidence  and 
efteem  of  the  princes  and  people  of  Hindo- 
ftan  ?  8th.  Have  not  the  Europeans  greater 
reafon  to  expeft  the  benefits  of  commerce^ 
juftice,  and  protedion,  from  a  juft,  mild^ 
and  humane  prince,  than  from  an  ufur- 
per,  political,  bold,  and  amt>itious ;  but 
ignorant  of  the  laws,  and  a  ftranger  to 
the  fweets  of  commerce? — for,  let  it  be 
ferioufly  confidered,  that  the  w^hole  govern- 
ment of  the  Decan  muft  fall  into  the 
hands  of  Hyder  Ally  Caw^n,  if  it  is  w^refted 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  from  the 
legal  fovereign  of  the  Carnatic. — gth.  Are 
not  the  territorial  revenues  in  India,  to- 
gether with  other  manifold  advantages  re- 
fulting  therefrom  to  the  Engli'lh  nation, 

capable,' 
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cappiblf,  sunder  prqdent  ^pan^ge^ept,  of 
CQutxibutrog  Jarj;cjy  tp  the  extin^aiQn  of, 
t^  patiofxal  (JeJ)t?v-^It  would  be  fuf- 
fipicAt  that  it  flaoujd  reduce  it  to  that; 
quantum,  which,  by  dividing  z  reafcm* 
ahjp  xntereft,  aadfecuripg  pufhUc  credit,, 
Wpuldadd  ftrength  to  the  nation^  by  at- 
taching, rich  iiidividi;ials  to  govprqmeat^ 
and  by  inviting  |h?m  to  cownjij -^cir 
fortunes  into  the  public  funds^ 

(fif^j^  prefent,  ^y  X.ord,  isap^ipdfaig 
with  important  events  ia  the  two  ejf trepi^g 
of  the  globe.  Hitherto  the  pow?r  ojf  %tm» 
which  acquired,  bath  alfo  fecqred  ^pu/- 
rop^ean  influence  in  4^^^  Butdie^tives 
being  now  inftruited  in  the  ufe  of  arms  atnd 
the  art  of  war,  a  pern:>^nent  ii>fUi9n<;e,a|i5>»g 
them  is  to  be  expedted  only  frxpp^tt-^iWW 
^nd  wife  fyftem  of  politics,  founded  like 
the  original  inftitutipns  of-^Ii>dia,  r<Hl  virtue 

^d  jirftice  %     Th^  tyrannical  fyf^^^j^^?^'- 

•  »  f 

^  The  Indiafts  have  nbw  become  lefs  Vii*tui>us  than 
flkcy  'were. foimfrly,  from  tk^ir  ktercoaife  MKkh'^uro.' 
pean&>  who  forced  th^m.tp  fragile  ^  atu  of  49^if  ^r 
^eU  own  prefefvation* 

F4  bliflied 
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blifhcd  in  Afia  by  adventurers  from  that 
divifioh  of  the  world  which  is  faliely  con^ 
fidercd  as  being  the  fartheil  advanced  in 
refinement  and  humanity,  muft  be  explo- 
ded ;  a  fjjirit  of  commercial  liberty  muft 
fucceed,  whofe   mild  and    beneficial  in- 
fluence win  gradually  banifh  all  ideas  of 
defpotifm  from  European  breafts,  and  dif- 
pel  of  courfe  that  melancholy  diftruft  and 
apprehenfion,  which  unfortunately  Tiave  fp 
long  hung  over  the  minds  of  the  gentle 
natives  of  the  Eaft.— There  is  not  in  the 
world  a  people  naturally  more  virtuous, 
more  tradable  and  docile,  or  capable  of 
arriving  at  greater  perfedtion  in  thofe  arts 
which  give  elafticity  to  the  fprings  of  com- 
merce, than  thofe  over  whom  the  Englifh 
Eaft  India  Company  have  c:?tended  their 
dominion  in  Afia. 

Pardon,  my  Lord,  this  digreffion — th(s 
Letter  will,  in  all  probability,  releafeyour 
LfOrdiJiip  from  the  in^rufions  of  a  fpecu- 
lative.  Gorrefpondent,  whofe  talents  beiar 
no  proportion  to  his  love  of  his  country, 

but 
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but  who  neverthelefs  wifhes  to  contribute 
his  mite  to  its  aggraodizement,  by  laying 
thefc  ideas  before  the  Britifh  painifter. 

I  Ijave  the  honour  to  be,  •  &c.  &c. 
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L  E  T  t^  EK    VII, 
To  J—  T— ,  E%  London, 

At  Sea,  May  17,  1778. 
lat,  ^y^  S.  long.  15®  W.  from  Paris, 

IH  A  VP  already  taken  an  opportunity  of 
fending  you  two  letters  by  the  Queen, 
bound  for  Sf*  Helena.  A  favourable  wind 
b^is  cpntinue4  that  (hip  in  our  company 
longer  than  we  exp^dled,  and  has  enabled 
nie  to  add  a  third*  On  fe-perufing  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  fent  under  your 
cover  to  Lord  N — •^,  J  have  difcovere4 
the  omiffion  of  feveral  material  circum- 
ftances,  tending  to  create  ftrong  fufpicions 
of  the  hoftile  views  of  France  in  Afia, 
which,  if  they  fhould  prove  fuccefsful, 
would  be  fatal  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  India 
Company,  detrimental  to  the  Briti(h  na-^ 
tion,  and  ruinous  to  their  firm  and  faith- 
ful friend  and  ally,  the  Nabob  of  the  Car- 
patic.  The  Sartine  of  800  tons,  mount- 
ing 
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^ng  30  guns,  is  more  elegant,  and  has  mor^ 
accommodations  than  any  fhip  belonging 
to  France.  In  this  veflel  ^.  S(.  J^ubiij 
frequently  pntertains  Hyder  Ally,  the 
principal  Maratta  chiefs,  and  other  Ma- 
jlabar  princes,  in  ftate  j  exhibiting  on  thoie 
pccafions^  the  feveral  colours  of  the  Ma^ 
ratta  and  India  nations,  provided  for  thi^ 
purpofe  in  the  city  of  Bourdeaux.  The 
Chevalier  carried  out  fome  merchdadife 
with  him,  as  well  to  ferve  for  a  blind,  as 
to  fupply  immediate  ncceflarics.  The 
bulk  of  his  ladipg  confifts  in  arms  and 
ammunition  of  all  kinds,  proper  both  for 
fprtifications  and  the  field.  He  is  fo  much 
in  the  good  graces  of  Hyder,  that  the 
French  flag  is  often  difplayed  by  that 
prince  over  the  walls  of  Mangalore^  his 
principal  fortrefs.  The  mailers  of  the 
ihips  under  the  4ire<aion  pf  St.  Lifbin, 
^ave  orders  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to 
all  his  con^mands*  They  are  pcrfedly 
'  linac(^uainted  with  his  plans  and  purr 
pofes.  Jn  tlje  mean  t|me,  they  are  im- 
patient 
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patient  of  their  inadiyity,  which  difap» 
points  their  views  of  private  trade. 

It  is  faid^  that  St.  Lubin,  on  fome 
public  occafions,  bMrs  marks  of  high 
diflinftion,  even  a  red  ribband.— I  com- 
mit tliefe  additional  fadts  to  your  difcre- 
tion,  if  they  fhall  appear  as  important  to 
you.  as  they  do  to  me,  you  wiU  commu- 
nicate, them. 

I  remain  as  ufual,  8cc.&c* 
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LETTER    VIIL 
To — 


At  Sea»  in  the  fhip  Bri^on^  3  June  17  J8. 

THE  laft  letter  which  1  had  the 
honour  jto  addrefs  to  my  fair  friend, 
was  dated  at  Madeira,  the  15th  March, 
the  day  on  which  I  re-embarked  to  pur- 
fuc  my  voyage  to  India.  In  that  letter, 
1  gave  you  an  account  of  the  fevere  ill- 
nefs  under  which  I  laboured,  when  in  the 
Bay  of  Bifcay,  for  the  fpace  of  nineteen 
days,  without  any  very  fenfible  inter- 
miffion ;  of  the  happy  and  rapid  efFeA 
of  the  air  of  Madeira  on  my  health  ;  of 
that  hofpitality,  for  which  the  Britifh 
merchants  in  that  ifland  are  eminently 
diilinguifhed ;  of  the  kind  and  unremit- 
ted attention  of  captain  Cbezeaupc  of  the 
Brijoni    and    of    the    goodnefs  of  my 
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Jkoneft  fellovv-paflehger^  the  reverend  MfV 
Y— e. 

Contrary  winds,    continued  calmsi/ 
and  crofs  currents,  have  made  our  paffage 
from  the  day  of  re-embarkation  at  Ma-^ 
deirato  this  moment,  very  long  and  tedious.' 
We  are  now  ftajfiding  for  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  may  be  reckoned  more  than: 
half,  and  lefs  than  two-thirds,  of  the  out- 
ward paffage  to  India:  a  computation  which 
is  reverfed  in  the  homeward   paffage,  on 
account  of  that  circuit  which  the  trade- 
winds  render  as  neceffary  in  the  eailerri 
as  in  the  weftern  feas  within  the  tropics. 
—As  we  are  likely  foon  to  have  a  week's 
refrefhment    among    the .  Mynheers    and 
Hottentots,  I    fhall  occafionally  drink  a 
glafs  of  pure  Conjiantia  to  the  health  9! 
my  abfent  friends. 

Our  paffage  has  not  hitherto  produced 
ajjy  Qccufrences  that  could  yield  amufe* 
JBCnt  to  .my  fair  relation:  if  it  had,  I 
.fliould  have  felt  a  very  fenfible  pleafiwre 
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in  reciting  them.  Our  (hip  is  eafy ;  but 
rather  a  flow  than  a  faft  Tailor.  Whether 
it  be,  that  her  dimcnfions  between  decks 
have  been  fuited  to  the  fize  of  the  people 
of  the  country  to  which  fhe  belongs, 
dr  whether  it  be  the  cfFedt  of  a  ridicu- 
lous parfimony,  there  is  not  in  the  fhip 
a  cab  bin  which  is  not  too  low  for  my 
moderate  flature  by  fome  inches  :  fo  that 
I  cannot  ftand  or  walk  upright,  am  de- 
prived of  ufeful  exercife,  and  in  conflant 
danger  of  breaking  my  head  or  my  neck. 
—In  the  midft  of  the  inconveniencies  at- 
tending this  depreffed  ftate  of  exiftence, 
I  find  fome  alleviation  of  my  fuiFerings^ 
in  the  affiduous  kindnefs  of  the  captain, 
who  labours  inceflantly  to  make  the 
paflage  comfortable.  He  has,  naturally, 
a  good  and  feeling  heart,  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  is  a  man  of  untainted  probity 
and  honour.  His  principal  officers,  foU 
lowing  the  example  of  their  captain,  ho- 
nour me  with  marks  of  diftinguiihed  re-*- 
fped ;  for  which  civilities,  I  mi  indebt- 
ed. 
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cd,  no  tioubt,  to  the  fbip's   owners  and 

Armateursy   my  friends  Mcflrs,    A d 

and  V -t.     All  the  officers  on  board 

appear  to  me  to  be  good  and  Ikilful  fea- 
men.     Inftead  of  the  fpacious  aplartmeiit 
that  was  fitted  up  for  me  at  L'Orient,  I 
enjoy  the  council-chamber  alone,  where 
a  very  handfome  and   commodious   cott 
is  fufpended  for  me,  in  which  I  enjoy  at 
night  pure  air  \  fo  that  I   have  occafion 
to  ufe  my  original  cabbin  only   for  the 
purpofes  of  writing   and    drefling.      In 
fiich     circumftances,    I     ought    not    to 
murmur  at  little  fubjedis  of  difcontent^f 
but  on  the  contrary,  chearfully  to  com- 
ply with  the  cuftoms  and  habits   of  fo 
kind  a  people. — But  it  muft  be  allowed,  the 
provifions,   which   are  abundantly  plen- 
tiful,  are   not  of  the  beft  quality  ;   the 
cookery  too  is  very  bad  ;  but  the  bread, 
paftry,  and  vermicelli  foup,  are  excellent. 
The  poultry  are    fo    old,    that    hungry 
bull- dogs  would  find  it  a  labour  to  tear 
the  fowls  in  pieces.  The  hams  are  rotten  5 
10  the 
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the  falted  beef  old  and  hard,  and  every 
tiling  proper  ifor  human  food,  boiled  id 
rags,  and  covered  with  naftinefs.  What 
heterogeneous  arid  naufeous  compounds  of 
pork,  beef,  geefe,  ducks,  fowls,  tripe^ 
fifli,  bread,  cabbage,  onions,  greafe,  &c.l 
Thefe  ingredients  are  boiled  up  togfe- 
ther  into  a  mixture,  to  which  they  give 
the  name  of  foup.  Their  ragouts  and 
fauces  are  made  up  of  oil,  vinegar,  and 
garlic.  Sometimes  a  roafted  duck  or  a 
lean  mutton  chop,  rdfciied  from  a  load 
of  naufeous  fauces,  is  prefented  in  com* 
pliment  to  me  and  Mr.  Y — e.  But  omlets 
of  not  very  frefli  eggs  (for  they  have 
been  on  board  now  five  months)  have  beeii 
my  chief  fubliftence  fince  I  left  Madeira. 
Irhe  captain^  Mr.  Y — e,  and  1  breakfaft 
and  fup  apart  in  the  round-houfe.  Wd 
dine  in  the  grande  cbambre^  with  the  fix 
fenior  officers,  the  furgeoni  capuchiii 
friar  as  chaplain,  two  nipre  paffengersi 
iand  the  midfhipmen  in  rotation.  I  have 
hot  expended  a  bottle  of  the  fliijpi's  li- 
VoL.L  Ci  quof 
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quor  fince  I  came  on  board,  having  my 
own  claret,  madeira,  and  old  brandy, 
each  of  the  beft  quality.  —  To  many 
things  very  difagreeable  to  me,  the 
French  are  reconciled  by  habit :  nor  do  I 
reproach  that  people  vsrith  what  fcuftom  has 
rendered  familiar  to  them,  and  even.plea- 
fant ;  biit  v^ere  I  to  undertake  aiiotlier 
f  oyage  from  France, '  my  prefeiit  expe- 
rience would  teach  me  how  to  make  it 
very  comfortable  ;  provided  that  I  could 
find  a  fecond  Captain  de  Chefeaux,  who, 
at  the  fanie  time  that  he  treats  every  in- 
dividual committed  to  his  charge  as  maftef 
of  the  Briflbn,  with  the  greateft  huma- 
nity and  tendernefs,  is  fcrupuloufly  juft, 
and  attentive  to  the  interefts  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage. 
Habit,  which  reconciles  a"  French  tafte 
to  the  moil  naufeoiis  viands^  and  which 
works  fo  many  other  miracles,  has  made 
ihe  pen  very  familiar  to  my  fingers,  and 
rendered  fcribbling  the  darling  amufe- 
ment  of  my  fedentary  life.     It  yields  that 
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folitary  kind  of  diffipation  which  is,  at 
this  time,  the  beft  fuited  both  to  my  fitua- 
,  tiori  and  difpofition  j  and  which,  by  con^ 
tributing  to  difpel  fome  impending  clouds 
of  forrow,  confoles  and  brightens  up  the 
mind.     I  frequently  make  excurfions  into 
the    ample    field   of   politics.     On   this 
fiibjedt,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  tranf* 
mit  fome  ideas  to  the  ableft  ilatefmen  id 
Britain  :  the  oftenfible  minifter,  but  who^ 
in  too  many  inftances,   does  not   dire^^ 
but  obey. 

I  DOUBT  not  but  our  fhip's  company 
may,  from  my  conftant  reading  and 
writing,  like  the  people  of  L'Orient, 
think  me  a  perfon  of  great  importance* 
They,  may  filently  conjed:ure  what  mat- 
ters are  produced  by  all  thefe  writings. 
But  on  all  thefe  fubjefts  I  an^  referved, 
not  only  with  them,  but  even  with  my 

companion,   Mr.   Y e ;  who,  by  the 

way,  will  never  difturb  me  by  any  im- 
pertinent    enquiries,    for    he   has   not  a 

G  z  grain 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  TRAVELS    m 

grain  of  political  curiofity  in  his  con* 
ftitution.  I  now  and  then  fay,  that  this 
is  a  fortunate  difpofition  ^  it  enables  a 
man  to  kill  time,  and  eafily  reconciles 
him  to  confinement.—^  proposy  Captain 
de  Cheleaux  has  a  fmall  but  well-chofen 
library :  I  have  read  it  all  over.  Among 
other  books,  I  found  three  quarto  vo- 
lumes of  the  marine  ordinances  of  France, 
the  works  of  Abbe  Raynal,  Voltaire^ 
RoufTeau,  Vertot,  and  Marmontel.  — 
Another  thing  comfortable  in  our  little 
fociety,  is,  that  without  violating  official 
diftancej  and  that  referve  which  is  natu- 
rally impofed  by  fuperiority  of  ftation, 
the  officers  are  polite,  eafy,  and  happily 
united  with  one  another  in  great  inti-* 
macy  and  friendfhip  ;  |into  w^hich  the 
captain  enters  with  a  familiarity  which 
conciliates  their  affedtion,  without  dimi- 
nifhing  their  refpedt. 

That  you  may   not   have  any  cxcufe 
for  writing   (hort  letters,    I   fhall  make 

little 
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little    difficulty    in    demanding  full    an- 
fwers    to    the    queries    which   you    will 
find   fubjoined  to  this.       The    letters   I 
wrote   to  you  before  my  departure  from 
Port  Lewis,  thofe  from  Madeira,  and  the 
length  of  the  prefent,  give  me  an  undoubt- 
ed claim  as  a  creditor,  exclufively  of  the 
pretenfions  of  affinity  and  friendfliip.       I 
was  juft  going  to   conclude  my   letter  ; 
but    I    will   ftrengthen    my   claim '  as  a 
creditor,  by  making  it  yet  a  little  longer. 
—Remember,  my  fair   coufin,  one  of 
my   laft  injunftions,  not  to   become   fu- 
perffitious    or   a     nun.      I    know    your 
good  fenfe,    and  that  your  mind  is    not 
one    of  the  weakeft  :     but   the  air  of  a 
religious   manfion  is  infectious,    and  the 
zeal   of  devotees  great,    and    fometimes 
wonderfully    fuccefsful.      By  way  of  il- 
luftrating    the    truth  of  this  pofition,    I 
will   tell    you  the  following  ftory,  with 
which,  in  reality,  I  fhall  clofe  this  long 
epiftle. 

G  3  When 
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When  I  was  at  the  town  of  Aire^  in 
Artois,  one  of  the  brothers  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Francifcan  convent,  zn  Honeft  jolly 
Yorkfliiretoan,  conduced  me  to  the  {hop 
of  a  Monfieur  Collins,  to  get  my  watch 
repaired.  I  found  Mr.  Collins  a  native 
of  London,  above  fourfcore  years  old, 
making  a  hard  (hift,  by  mending  watches, 
to  fupport  himfelf  and  a  family,  confifting 
of  two  ftrapping  daughters.  His  fight  had 
rr. .  ;,  Z'r^Qf]  him,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
iji  ))^  oi  iubnilence  and  comfort,  except 
i  >:  :r  ;  ory,  his  induftry,  and  his  reli- 
--.;  As  he  was  a  converfible  man,  I 
ir.  1  J-  a  little  entertainment  in  his 
Cv  iiipc:iiy;  and  particularly,  in  his  rela- 
li  .is  OI  many  curious  anecdotes  and  va- 
XI  uo  events,  which  had  occurred  in  the 
p  ovince  of  Artois  in  the  courfe  of  above 
fiity  years.  At  length  he  introduced  his 
t  vourite  topic,  that  of  religion,  which 
led  him  to  relate  the  hiftory  of  his  life^ 
Being  by  profeffion  a  clock  and  watch-? 
^aker,  and  defirous  of  improving  him- 
felf 
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felf  in  the  external  branch  of  his  art,  he 
went  over  to  Paris,  where  he  refided  for  a 
coniiderable  time.  On  his  return  home, 
he  became  acquainted  with  fome  of  the 
Englifh  Jefuits  of  St.  Omer,  who  prevailed 
on  hini  to  fojourn  amongft  them  for  fomc 
weeks ;  in  which  time  they  converted  him 
from  the  Proteftant  to  the  Romifli  faith. 
He  thereupon  refolved  to  bid  adieu  to 
his  native  country,  took  up  hi$  abode 
in  that  in  which  he  was  a  ftrangcr,  fwore 
fealty  to  France,  and  married.  His  wife 
is  dead.  By  induftry  in  his  profeffion, 
and  by  the  fmall  labours  of  his  two 
daughters,  he  provides  a  fcanty  fubfift* 
ence  for  his  family  i  and  in  the  midft  of 
poverty,  and  under  the  prefTure  of  years, 
fupports  a  chcarfulnefs  by  the  ftrength  ojf 
religion.  After  attempting,  in  vain,  to 
convert  me  to  his  religion  by  words, 
the  good  old  time- teller  got  up,  and 
taking  a  fmall  book  from  a  fhelf  over 
his  head,  defired  me  to  read  that.  It 
was  a  fmall  treatifc  on  the  difputes 
G  4  between 
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between  Proteftants  and  Papifts^  con^-? 
pofed  in  the  Englifli  tongue  by  tho 
late     body     of    Englifh     Jefuits   in   St^ 

Ad<eu, 


J.ETTER 
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LETTER     IX. 

jM^flVs.  A  -d  *  and  Son,  of  La  Ro-- 

irhelle ;  per  the  Count  D'Artois. 

On  board  the  BrifTon^  approaching  the 

coaft  of  Ceylon,  3  Auguft,  1778^ 

I  HAVE  been  fo  often  deceived  by  judg- 
ing charitably  of  the  adions  of  man-f 
Hind,  that  I  have  alnioft  become  a  convert 
to  that  fyftem  of  moral  philofophy  which 
derives  every  thing  that  men  do,  or 
fay,  or  feel,  from  the  principle  of  felf- 
love,  I  was  happy,  gentlemen,  in  e^c- 
preffing  to  you,  on  all  occafions,  the  fenfe 
I  had  of  the  kind  treatment  I  received  in 
piy  paiTageon  board  your  fliip  the  Briflbn; 
you  will  not  therefore  |"cadily  imagine 
that  I  would  alter  my  tone  \vithout  reafon. 
J  finceyely  Jament  that  I  have  occafion  to 

f  Mr.  A««-||P— 4  ^  ^  feniible  and  ferioas  man,  and  a 
Calviaift. 

do 
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do  fp.  Concerned  for  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  I  deeply  regret  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  diftinguifli  difingemious  pro-' 
feffions  from  marks  of  real  friendfhip. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  I  had  the  morti- 
fication to  difcover  that  the  Brijfon  was  a 
prifon,  and  Captain  de  Chefeaux  its  vigi- 
lant keeper,  J  found,  farther,  that  the 
chains  of  two  Britifh  fubjedts  had  been 
forged  in  L*Orient.  It  was  not  ^Jiupor^ 
but  the  very  favourable  opinion  I  hacl 
conceived  of  this  keeper,  that  prevented 
my  feeling  the  fetters  that  were  imper- 
ceptibly fitted  to  my  legs  and  arms.  J 
approve  the  political  concealment  of  thofe 
illiberal  orders  to  detain  me  and  ^ly  felr 
low-pafTenger  in  this  prifon,  at  firft :  but 
after  having  lived  in  the  greateft  friend- 
fhip and  intimacy  for  five  months,  ftill  to 
attempt  to  continue  the  delufion,  even 
>vhen  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope^  and  Foul- 
Point  in  Madagafcarj  could  no  longer  be 
held  out  to  deceive  us,  was  not  more  un^ 
generous  than  it  was  ridiculous.     WouI4 
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pot  the  captain's  cpndua  have  been  more 
worthy  of  pralfe,  if  he  had  frankly  ex- 
preiTed  a  concern,  that  the  inftrudions  of 
the  Commiflary  Gonety  under  the  influence 
of  two  or  three  American  fhip-mates,  and 
other  agents  at  L'Orient,  had  laid  him 
under  an  unpleafant  injunction  ?  Theu 
his  prifoners  would  have  treated  Gonh  as 
a  pitiful  reptile,  and  thanked  the  captain 
for  his  candour.  But  we  fhould  have 
thought  ftill  more  highly  of  his  amiable 
qualities,  if  he  had  fuifered  us  to  take 
exercife,  air,  and  other  refreflimcnts,  at 
the  Cape^  along  with  all  his  people,  and  his 
other  paffengers,  as  he  did  at  Madeira,  There 
is  furely  a  difcretionary  power  lodged  with 
mafters  of  (hips,  as  to  the  proper  and  ne- 
ceflary  places  of  refrefliment :  the  health, 
the  lives  of  the  paffengers  and  crews  of 
fhips,  often  depend  on  the  will  of  the 
captain,  wlio  may  either  confine  them  on 
fhip-board,  or  fet  them,  for  a  time,  on 
t^e  falutary  fhore.  For  my  own  part,  I 
inuft  fay,  the  rigor  of  the  mafter  of  the 
Brijfon,  was  to  me  very  unfeafonable  :  for 
I  had  been  a  valetudinarian  during  the 

whole 
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whole  voyage ;  and  lately  felt  fymptoms  of 
the  fea-fcurvy,  which  is  curable  only  by 
land  air,  and  land  exercife.  My  com- 
panion, the  Rev,  Mr,  Y ,  and  myfelf, 

beheld  all  the  paflengers,  officers,  and 
crew,  people  of  all  nations,  complexions, 
fedts,  and  languages,  refrefhing '  and  amu- 
iing  themfelves  on  the  delicious  Ifle  of 
Bourbon,  while  we,  like  two  criminals, 
were  confined  to  the  fhipj  which,  by  the 
way,  rode  at  anchor  at  that  very  point  of 
view,  whence  engineers  could  make  their 
obfervations  with  the  greateft  advantage. 
But  the  truth  is,  there  was  not  room  for 
obfervations  of  any  importance — a  parcel 
of  fcattered  houfes,  eredted  without  form 
or  regularity  on  banks  of  fand,  without 
any  fortifications,  or  troops  to  proted: 
them, — It  was  probably  the  weaknefs  of 
St.  P^7z//V*,  that  was  the  great  obj eft  of 
concealment. 

During  the  time  we  continued  in  this 
iituation,  which  was  (twtn  days,  we  were 

•  Tl^c  capital  of  the  Ifle  of  5ogrbpi\. 
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exhibited  as  a  fpedacle  td  numerous  vi- 
fitants  from  fliore,  as  if  we  had  been 
monfters  confined  in  a  den,  or  malefaftors 
in  a  prifon :  but  it  is  juftice  to  fay,  that 
thofe  vifitants  brought  many  refreflixnents^ 
Qf  which  we  were  in  dreadful  neceflity. 

It  was  fome  time  before  I  found  out 
pur  ftate  of  captivity ;   but  having  dif-i 
covered  our  difagreeable  fituation,  I  im- 
mediately  determined    to    bring    M.   dc 
Chefeaux  to  an  ecclairciflement.     As  he 
came  on   board  that   evening  with  fome 
company,  to  fup  and  fleep,   I  afked  him^ 
at  fupper,  if  the  fhip  was  to  fail  to-mori 
row,  as  I  had  heard  ihe  was  ?  Yes. — Dp 
you    go    on  fhore    to-morrow  ?    Yes*— ^ 
**  Will  you  have  the  goodnefs  to   order 
one  of  your  boats  to  put  me  on  fhofe  ?'* 
After  a  wild  ftare,   which  I   returned^. 
**  I  cannot  allow  you  to  go  on  (hore,  and 
i  am  furprifed  that  a  gentleman  of  youi* 
good   fenfe    fhould   alk  that  liberty."—* 
**  For  what  reafon  am  I  particularly  xe^. 
ftraincd  from   going  on  fhore^  when  all 

my 
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my  fellov^^-paflengers^   French,    Italians^ 
JefuiW,    Indians^    and  even   your   ii/I  of 
lading   recfuits^     have    had    that    indul- 
gence?'*.  "  Becaufe  you  are  an  Englilh- 
man." — "  \%  thefe  a  war  bettveen  England 
and  France  ?"    *^  No/'    ^'  Have   I  com- 
mitted any   capital  crime  on  board?"— r* 
*'  No!    Sir,   no  !  but  I  did  endeavour  to 
obtain  leave  for   you,    and  faid  that  yoU 
was  fick,  but  it  was  refufed." — **  Then 
I  know  now  that  I  am  your  prifbner,  al- 
though you  wanted  candour  to  tell  me  fo 
before.     I  am  rcfufed  that  privilege  in  a 
French  colony,    which  would   not   have 
been  denied   to  me  in  New  Zealand  or 
Patagonia."     From  that  moment  my  cap- 
tivity fat  heavy  on  me,  lengthening  each 
day  to  the  fpace  of  a  month,  and  detach- 
ing me  more  and  more  from  my  captain, 
whom  I  thenceforth  began  to  regard  ai 
my  giaoler. 

But  perhaps  my  refentment  is  without 
any  juft  foundation.  M.  de  Chefeaux, 
perhaps,  confulted  my  happinefs  better  by 

con- 
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concealing,  than  he  Would  have  done  by 
difcovering  my  unfortunate  fituation. — 
Whether  is  it  better  that,  forewarned  of 
approaching  ills,  we  {hould  ftretch  all  the 
nerves  of  fortitude,  and  fternly  prepare 
to  encounter  them  with  firmnefs ;  or 
that,  regardlefs  of  to-morrow,  we  fhould 
grafp  at  the  pleafures  of  to-day?  This 
is  the  grand  qtieftion  that  is  agitated  be- 
bffttnjioic  and  epicurean  philofophers.  The 
fyftem  of  th6  former  iriifpires  a  noblb 
equanimity,  but  at  the  fame  time  marS 
the  enjoyment  of  gay  and  focial  pleafure: 
that  of  the  latter,  fteeps  us  for  a  moment 
in  rivers  of  pleafure,  but  leaves  us,  dif- 
folved  into  weaknefs,  a  helplefs  prey  to 
adverfe  fortune.  Yet  the  conftitution  of 
our  nature  feems  to  favour  this  laft  fyftem ; 
for  vire  are  not  fo  much  difpofed  to  prepare 
for  calamities,  as  to  expe<ft  fubjedts  of  joy. 

Hope  iprings  eternal  In  the  human  breaft  j 
Man  never  is,  bat  always  to  he  bleft. 

In  favour  of  the  lame  fyftem  it  may  farther 

be  urged,  that  Providence  covers  futurity, 
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and  all  its  evils,  with  a  thick  and  impene^ 
tfabic  veil,  as  if  to  prevent  the  profpeft 
of  fucceeding  forrovs^s  from  foiiring  the 
enjoyment  of  prefent  pleafure* 

Thus,  gentlemed,  you  fee  that  I  am  a 
generous  adverfary,  having  endeavoured  in 
this  manner  to  plead  the  caufe  of  M.  dcj 
Chefeaux  againft  my  own  prefent  feelings* 
The  uncertain  conclufions  of  vain  pbilo-^ 
faphy^  however,  I  fubmit  to  the  correftioil 
of  thofe  fublimer  dodlrines  which  are  fd 
well  underftood  by  MeffrSi  A'  i  di 

Whatever  fentiments  I  may  feel,  for 
the  prefent,  towards  M*  de  Ghefeaux,  I 
think  it  juftice  to  him  to  repeat,  on  this 
occafion,  that  I  look  upon  him  as  a  care- 
ful and  vigilant  mariner,  cautious,  perhaps 
even  to  timidity ;  from  friendfliip  as  well 
as  duty,  anxious  to  promote  the  interefts 
of  his  femployets ;  and  that  the  fingulaf 
and  conftant  attention  which  he  paid  td 
ftie^during  the  paffage  to  Bourboni  filli 
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Ihe  with  regret,  that  I  cannot  in  all  r«* 
Ipefts  think  Co  well  of  him  as  I  did. 

I  h6pe  fo6n  to  t^rite  to  you  from  Ma^ 
dras^  or  from  Pondicherry. 

I  am»  &;c.  Scd, 


Ifot.  t  H  L£:TtER 
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LETT  E  R     X. 

To  General  Bcllecombe,  in  Pondicherry* 

On  board  the  Ship  BrifTon^  in  the  Road 

of  Pondichcrry,  7th  Aug.  1778. 

YOUR  Excellency  has  been  informed 
by  Captain  de  Chefeaux,  that  we* 
are  paflengers  in  his  fhip  bound  for  Pon- 
dichcrry. But  being,  to  our  inexpreffiblc 
mortification,  detained  on  ihip-board,  as 
we  had  been  on  former  occafions,  by  the 
feverity  of  our  captain,  we  confoled  our- 
felves  by  a  firm  confidence  in  your  Ex- 
cellency's humanity  and  juftice. 

Our  long  confinement  to  a  crowded 
quarter-deck,  has  rendered  us  ardently 
defirous  of  liberty.  That  firft  of  all  bleff- 
ings,  we  expefted  to  have  received  from 

•  This  letter  was  written  ia  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Uif^ 
Y^e,  ztd  chat  of  the  author. 
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your  Excellency's  virtue  yefterday*  Be 
pleafed.  Sir,  to  indulge  us  with  the  liberty 
of  dating  thofc  facred  claims  which  enti* 
tie  us  to  your  Excellency'6  protedion. 

When  we  ettibarked  at  L'Oflent  on 
the  27th  day  of  January  laft,  your  fove- 
reign  and  ours  were  on  terms  of  peace 
and  friendfhip.  If  the  influence  of  policy 
or  of  ambition,  controlling  the  difpofitions 
of  two  princes  naturally  juft,  generous, 
and  humane,  has  impelled  them  to  the 
commencement  of  mutual  hoftilities ;  the 
faith  of  either  fovereign  pledged  to  the 
individual  iubjedts  of  the  other,  ought  not 
to  be  violated.  I  had  the  permiffion,  Sir, 
of  the  court  of  France,  to  make  a  contradt 
with  the  armateurSf  for  a  paflage  to  Pon- 
dicherry ;  and  a  contract  for  that  purpofe 
was  accordingly  made  and  ratified.  Why 
fhould  this  contrail,  without  any  cafus 
fcederis  ^  on  my  part,  be  broken  ?  Nay, 
why  fhould  the  fandtion  of  the  Majefty 
of  France,  be  irreVereiitl^  accounted  as 
nothing  ? 

H  a  W»^ 
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Wf!  ijavi?  heaf4f  witii  iregrpt,  variotff 
rjspprts  that  hoftilities  arp  drcady  begun 
in  ^ittdpftan.  Wp  Ijopc  fh^t  thofe  re- 
ports, arc  preinarurfi.  But  be  th^t  as  if 
may,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your 
Excellency,  that  in  the  prel^nt  iituation 
of  ^Ifairs,  we  4q  not  df;%e  to  ^nter  within 
the  gates  of  Pondicherry.  What  we  aiC, 
is,  that  wc  may  be  fornifhed  with  your 
Excellency's  paflpqrt  to  tb?  extremity  of 
the  territories  of  that  fettlement;  with  a 
fmall  veflel  to  carry  our  baggage,  and  with: 
palanqains^  and  bearers  to  carry  us  to 
Madras.  I 

W^  beg  leave  again  to  commit  oar- 
felves,  in  our  prcfeijt  diftreifing  fituation, 
to  the  proteftion  of  thofe  virtues  which 
have  recommended  yamr  Excellency,  both 
as  a  foldief  and  a&  an  adminiftrator  of 
juftice,  to  the  confidei^ce  of  your  fpvereignr 
and  the  af&^ions  of  your  feUQw-fobjeds. 

We  havi  the  hpopw;  tp  be,  &c*  6?c*^ 

P.S.  It 
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P.  S.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  inform 
your  Excellency,  that  Mr.  Y— c  is  chap- 
lain to  the  prefidency  of  Calcutta;  and 

Mr.  -^ declares,  upon  his  honour,  that 

he  holds  no  employment,  civil  or  military, 
yoder  the  finglifli  Baft  Ind'ia  Company. 


H  3  LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XI- 

To  General  Bellecpmbe. 

On  board  the  Pi^tade  Frigate,  in  th» 
Road  of  Pondichisrryy  9th  Aug.  i^j^f 

UNWILLING  as  we  are  to  withdraw, 
for  a  moment,  your  Excellency's  at- 
t€xntion  from  the  important  objed|5  which 
now  occupy  your  mind,  an  irkfpme  con- 
finement conftrains  us  to  remind  youF 
Excellency  of  the  application  which  wc 
had  the  honour  to  make  to  you  on  the  7th 
inftant.  The  letter  in  which  that  appli-^ 
cation  was  made,  has  doubtlefs,  by  fome 
unavoidable  means  or  other,  efcaped  your 
Excellency's  notice^,  otherwife  you  would 
not  have  ne^ledted  to  honour  us  with  an 
anfwer :  for  civility  and  politenefs  are  as 
charafteriftic  of  the  French  nation^,  as 
they  are  infeparable  frpm  humaoity  and 
bravery. 
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Permit  us.  Sir,  to  reprefcnt  to  your 
Excellency,  the  painfulnefs  of  an  impri- 
fonmcnt  at  fea  after  an  uninterrupted 
confinement  of  five  months,  and  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  place  for  which  we 
were  deftined/  But  if  we  may  not  be  al- 
lowed the  liberty  of  going  direftly  to  the 
Britifh  fettlements,  would  it  not  be  equally 
jufl  and  humane  to  releaie  us  from  this 
ftate  of  captivity,  and  to  permit  us  to 
proceed  tofome  neutral  colony  ? 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &;c. 


H4  LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    Xlt 

Copy  of  G?i;i?raJ  B^ll?iQQmb^'si  %pfyn^  la^ 
the  tWP  Cp^re^pij^g  letters. 

Jr 'AYrecen^  Meffi^ws^  kadeux  kttarQa  qu©- 

Je  connois  tpus  los  db&gieineiits.  ck  votPQ^ 
pofition  :  ce  qui  me  fait  le  plus  de  peincj^ 
Q'eft  dsi  m  pou.Yoir  Fadoucir  dan^  ce 
moment.  Je  n'ay  pas  voulu  vous  laifler 
fur  un  vaiffeau,  qui  alloit  combattre  ceu3? 
do  YOtre  nation ;  ce  qui  ma  determine  a 
vous  falre  pafTer  fur  la  Pintadcj,  ou  j'ay 
donne  des  prdres  pour  que  vous  fuffiez 
bien  traite.  Je  ne  puis  point  vous  faire 
defcendre  dans  une  ville  qui  va  etre  affli-^ 
g^e,  et  j'ay  les  raifons  tres  fortes  pour 
m'empechcr  que  vous  ne  vpus  reijidriez  a 
Madras.  Si  vous  pefcz  bien  toutes  ces 
confiderations,  Meffieurs,  vous  verrez  qu*il 
nc    in*eft  pas  ppffible  ^  d^  pouvoir  faife 

n^ieu^s 
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ibieux  ifie  ce  que  j**y  fait  pour  \i^i.  Si-^ 
t6t  qiie  les  ciFCOfi^ncts  p6urrdnt  k^  pef-« 
memo,  fck;9  tt^  p^r|add4  que  je  ^^rai 
tt^s  tmpttffi  de  ve^  ftmr^if  lea  tfitij^i 
yia»  ¥0B8  Feiidf€  si  votie  deKtiatticm, 

J     J'oy  lli€«5«leu#  d'Strif,  &tf .  &t, 

.  BcUcGPSai»t 

TRANSLATION- 

I  HAVE  reccivedj^  gentlemen,  the  two 
letters  which  you  have  done  me  the  ho-* 
nour  to  write  to-  me;  I  am*  fen&bfc  of 
the  uneafinefs  of  your  fituations  and  it 
gives  me  the  greateft  pain  that  it  is  not, 
at  the  prefent  moment,  in  my  power  to 
foftcn  it,  I  was  unwilling  to  leave  you 
on  board  a  (hip  that  was  going  to  fighf; 
againft  thofe  of  your  nation,  and  therefore 
I  determined  to  put  you  on  board  tho 
ICotade,  where  I  have  given  orders  that; 
9  yott 
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you  fhall  be  well  trwted.  I  canftot  fend 
you  iijto  a  town  that  is  on  tKtf  point  of 
being  befieged ;  and  I  have  thc^  ilijoi^cft 
reafons  againft  your  going  to  Madra^^  I£ 
you  will  well  weigh  thefe  confideratipns/ 
gentlemen/you  will  fee  that  it  is  not  pof- 
lible  for  me  to  do  more  for  you  than  I 
have  done.  As  foon  as  circumftances  fhall 
permit,  be  perfectly  aflured,  that  I  will 
be  forward  to  farnifti  you  with  the  ilf^ans 
of  reaching  the  place  whither  you  are 
deftined. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Bellecopibe, 
To  MeiTrs.  •— -  and  Y^-c. 
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LETTER    XIII. 

Monficur  Launay,  Ifle  of  France* 


On  board  the  Pintade>  Port  Lewis  Harbour, 

.   ^  ajd  Ofiober,  1778. 

TH  E  charadler  in  which  we  prefent 
ourfelyes  requires  an  explanation, 
becaufe  we  apprehend  it  is  altogether  finT 
gular ;  and  iti  modern  times,  among  ci- 
vilized nations,  without  example.  We 
are  treated  as  prifoners  without  being,  de- 
nominated fuch ;  and  as  criminals,  though 
we  are  not  chargeable  or  charged  with 
the  commiilion  of  any  crime.  The  voyage 
from  L'Orient  to  Pondicherry  by  the  Brtf- 
Jbn,  on  board  of  which  we  were  paflen- 
gcrs,  though  ijccompliflied  by  that  fhip  on 
the  5th  pf  Auguft,  is  ftill  unaccomplifhed 
by  us.  Thus  fituated,  we  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  fortify  the  mind  of  General 
Brillane  againft  the  falfe  imprefSons  of 

con- 
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conjefturc  and  mifreprefentation :  and  in 
order  to  do  this,  we  take  the  earlieft  op^ 
portunity  6f  addf dfiiirg  y6uV  S^,  ind  com-r 
municating  the  great  out-lines  of  our  lin- 
gular fituatipn,  which  your  goodnefs,  we 
•  doubt  not,  will  immediately  lay  before  the 
governor, 

iffN'DER  tp6'  protedlion  of  the  govern- 
jWent  of  Fifa^^;  ^e?  ^ABj^ia^^in^'tife  BrlA' 

iM  IfeVittg"  wjtr  Atfih&'5^ri!^6ttedia*f jtfftngbrs^ 
itf  the  itiiph'  (fifpjl^jfc^ ;-  aa?^  V^iofe  way 
acc'oiftpanidi'  if\&i    amjoiiftnttta'   eiikStiUK 
ii^'ccsi   an^^  #hi<<R,-  We*:*  i^  ii<&egfl3ftfyj 
WttMd'  feFvj?  tb  itttB««tft<aitfci-  in-  tile  flfrting-,' 
eft*  rtiiantifer,  tfi^  IW^ilinity  #  rf»'i*Wtec- 
tiott  with  whidl^wi  wteFrf^^fatVbtiredV    Thd 
facttid^  pfoteftion  A\is^  ^l^d^dit  ft»  mr  ie^ . 
ttirity;  cattndt*  in-  Juftl^c-  6r  gtJftd  feith^ 
be  witbdlraVirft'  6ti-  adcounf  <^  ittyf  fubft-: 
qufent  aa  0f "  natiijifeli  hbftUity.     Thefc; 
«rtd' other  confidSratibns,  we  fufeifeitted*  to 
the'jufticc  and  tAJS^nmlai'^y  of  Gentfe^ 

Bellccomhe', 
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Bellecgi^^  yfhQ*  vc  bcUeve»,iirt).m  tha 
te^iqr  pf  ^lis  pojite  fetter  ip  anfwer  to  us,. 
4i4  pot  in??n  to  viol^^e  ^h*  faith  of  ha 
cQprt,  by  ^^t^ining  pa  in  a  fUte  of  ca,ptiYity 
fpr  ^  lp4?§er  J^e^oi  »hj^n  the  critical  ftata 
of  his  gpv^rament  at  that  time  Ifed  him  to 
thii^k  ptvi^ent  and  neceflary. 

Thjb  ?r^ff9H  liavipg  beep  taken  iptp  tK* 
iervice  pjf  the  ^^ng^  w?  weife  temoved, 
ppdcr  the  49nomiP9MPn  of  Er^lifi  pa£ktt^ 
l^erst  p^ot  iipd^r  th^t  pf  Englt/h  ^r^nen  oj 
w<jr>  into  X^c  frigate  Pintade;  where,  Imce. 
the  ^th  pf  Avgpii  W»  h*^9  beep  e;tpoJfed 
to  Uie  greateft,  as  well  as,  the  qjpft  ppe^c- 
ampled  har4ft»ip$.  We  were  thfeateped 
not  oply  with  the  dangers  of  unavoidahle, 
but  with  the  terrors  of  Yoluflta^  (k^p* 
wreck:  our  commander  declaring,  upon 
his  hpttQi^^  tli3,t  rather  thap  be  taket>  by 
any  fliip  of  Igfs  fpjrpe  than  Qne  oftki  Hne^ 
he  would  l?low  ^er  up  witfi  h^s  owa  hapd: 
althp^gh  h^  htf^d  not  a  bpat  tp  f^?«.  ejthief 
himfelfi  his  prew,  or  his  prifppers,.   Witfc, 

fuch 
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fuch  menaces  conftantly  held  up  to  our 
vicXv,  all  the  conveniencies  of  life  would 
doubtlefshave  been  infufficient  to  render  us 
happy ;  but  inftead  of  enjoying  fuch  com- 
forts, we  were  chilled  with  rains  pouring 
into  our  confined  cabbins  through  the 
parched  feams  of  an  apparent  wreck ;  de- 
ftroyed  by  vermin,  and  corrupted  by  nafti- 
nefs ;  and  laboured,  as  we  do  now,  under 
a  malady  which  baffles  all  the  power  of 
medicine,  the  fea  fcurvy  accompanied  with 
bile,  the  natural  confequence  of  a  nine 
months  voyage,  whereof  we  were  feveri 
months  and  an  half  at  fea,  without  once 
treading  on  the  earth.  In  one  word.  Sir, 
our  healths,  and  moft  probably  our  lives, 
depend  on  an  immediate  relaxation  of  our 
prefent  fufFerings. 

We  have  thus.  Sir,  taken  the  liberty  to 
give  you  a  brief  account  of  this  unex- 
pected vifit  to  the  Ifle  of  France;  and  wc 
flatter  ourfelves,  that  the  unhappy  flame 
which  has  been  kindled  by  the  policy  and 

ambition 
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ambition  of  princes,  will  not  confumc 
thofe  facred  feelings  of  humanity,  which, 
in  the  m^dft  of  public  contefts,  afford  an 
afylum  to  private  diftrefs. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER 
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L  ft  t  T  B  R    XIV. 

To  GdVjcrnor  General  thft  CheValier  d6 
la  Brillane. 

From  priToh  in  Port  JJtwis,  Iflc  of  France^ 
30th  O&oher,  lyy^ 

FR  O  M  M*  Laiinay^  who  did  us  the 
honour  to  vifit  us  this  morning,  we 
have  learned  that  it  was  your  Excellency's 
pleafure  to  tranfpoft  u&  to  France  in  the 
fhip  Favori,  the  latter  end  of  next  month* 
We  readily  conceive,  that  With  every  dif-^ 
pofition  which  belongs  to  hiitnahity  and 
juftice,  your  Excellenty,  in  the  hondut- 
able  difcharge  of  the  important  trtlft  with 
which  the  confidence  of  youf  fovereig^ 
hath  invefted  you,  is  guided  folely  by  the 
principles  of  national  policy.  If,  there-* 
fore,  we  fhould  be  fd  fortunate  as  to  con* 
vince  your  Excellency  that  the  interefts  of 
France  could  not  poffibly  be  affedted  by 
_  ^ .  our 
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Our  enlargement,,  we  are  confident  that 
your  generofity  would  not  hcfitate  one 
moment  to  releafe  us  from  a  ftate  of  con- 
finement, fo  prejudicial  at  once  to  our 
health  and  our  intereft. 

We  declare  upon  our  hdnoiir.  Sir, 
which  we  hold  facred,  that  Mr.  Y — e 
neither  holds,  nor  defires  to  hold,  any  othei* 
office  in  India  than  that  of  chaplain  to 
the  prefidency  of  Calcutta ;  and  that  Mr. 

is  not,   as  has   been  reprefented,   a 

member  of  the  Supreme  Council  in  Bengal, 
ft  or  holds  any  office,  civil  or  military,  undei* 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  Englifli 
Eaft*India  Company,  or  any  prince  of 
Afia  j  and  that  his  Only  objedt  is  to  purfue 
the  bufinefs  of  commerce  as  a  private  mer- 
chant in  India. 

Having  thus  taken  the  liberty  of  laying 
before  your  Excellency  our  fituation,  we 
have  prefumed  to  exprefs  a  wifh,  that,  if 
it  fliould  not  interfere  in  any  degree  with 

VoL.i,  I       •     ,         your 
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your  political  views,  we  may  be  permitted 
to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  that  may 
offer,  of  going  either  to  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope,  or  Batavia. 

We  have  the  honour  tabe,  &c,  &c» 
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LETTER    XV. 

fpttverilour  de  la  Brilkne's  anfwcr  to  the 
foregoing  Letter,  received  on  the  Morn-* 
ing  of  the  31ft  of  Od:ober* 

A  Meflieur?  •*— *  &  Y-*-e,  a  la  Tour* 

J'AYreceu^  Mcffieurs,  la  lettre  que  voi^ 
m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'ecrire. — Je 
fuis  fachc  que  les  circonftances  m'obligent 
de  vous  fairc  pafTcr  en  Europe ;  mats  lecom^ 
mandant  de  Madras  ma  eclair^ fur  la  conduit e 
queje  devdis  tenir  avec  vous.  Le  capitaine  du 
Sartine  s'embarque  avec  confiance  a  Bom- 
bay,   fur  un   vaiffeau   Anglois.     II   avoit 
avec  lui  fon  contre-maitre.     lis  font  ar- 
rive ^  Madras  en  pleine  paix,  ou  on  les  a  de- 
tcniii  jM:ifon®ieres,  contje  les  droits  du  gens. 
lis  fe  fortirent  deguifes  pour  fes  fauvez. 
Le. capitaine  du  Sartine  a  gagn^  Pondi- 
cjofiirry :  le  contre-maitre  a  ete  arrete  et 

I  2  amen^ 
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amene  a  Madras;  xe  qui  a  caufe  vos  mal- 
heurs,  et  force  Monfieur  de  Bellecomte 
de  vous  faire  venir  id.  11  fefoit  inutile 
de  vous  dire  ce  que  vous  avez  vu,  que  les 
droits  les  plus  facres  ont  ete^violes,  et  que 
fans  aucun  declaration  de  guerre,  les  pof- 
feflions  Francoifts  de  r  Inde  pii4;  ^ete  at- 
taques.  Je  fuis  done  force  de  vous  faire 
pafler  en  Europe ;  mais  je  vous  donnerai 
en  attendant  tous  les  fecdurs  qui  depende- 
ront  de  moi,  pendant  votre  fejour  ici ;  vous 
B'avez  que  les  faire  cotinoitre  a  Meflieurs 
de  Launay  et  rien  ne  vous  fera  rcfufe. 

J'ay  rhonncur,  &c, 
Le  Chevalier  de  Guiran  la  Brillanc* 


TRANSLATION. 

1  HAVE  received,  gentlemen,  the  letter 
which  you  have  done  me  the  honour  of 
writing  to  me.     I  am  very  forry  that  cir- 
cumftances  oblige  me  to  fend  you  to  Eu- 
rope, 
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rope;,  but  the  governor  general  of  Madras 
has  taught  me  how  I  ought  to  condudt 
myfelf  towards  you.     The  captain  of  the 
Sartine,   trufting  to  the  good-faith  of  the 
Engliflh,  went  on  board  a  fhip  of  that  na-^  - 
tion  at  Bombay.    He  had  along  with  him 
his  quarter-mafter.    They  arrived  at  Ma- 
dras in  profound  peace,  where  they  were 
detained  prifoners  contrarily   to  the  law 
of  nations  -,  and  made  their  efcape  in  dif- 
guife,  in  order  to  fave  their  lives.    The 
captain   of    the    Sartine    reached   Pondi- 
cherry  :  the  quarter-mafter  was  taken,  ahci 
fent  back  to  Madras.     Thefe  are  the  cir^ 
cumftances  which  are 'the  caufe  of  your 
misfortunes,   and  which  have  conftrained 
M.  de  Bellecombe    to   fend  you   hither. 
It  would  be  needlefs  to  repeat  to  you  what 
you  have  feen  ;  that  the  moft  facred  rights 
have  been  violated,  and  that  an  attack  has 
been  made  on  the  French  fettlements  in 
India,  without  any  declaration  of  war.    I 
am,  therefore,  under  the  neceffity  of  fend-s- 
ing  you  tp  Europe.     In  the  mean  time, 

I  3  lOiall 
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I  fhall  give  you  every  fuccour  in  my 
power,  as  long  as  you  remain  in  this  place ; 
you  have  only  to  make  your  wants  known 
to  Mcflrs,  Launay,  and  nothing  ftiall  b^ 
refufed  to  you. 

J  hav9  the  honour,  $bc» 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XVI. 

MefTs.  A d  and  Son,  Rochclle. 


From  the  Town  Prifon  of  Port  Lewis, 
Ifle  of  France,  7th  November,  1778. 

TH  E  letter  which  I  fend  along  with 
this,  carries  me  into  the    road   of 
Pondicherry.     I    fhall    now    trouble   you 
with  a  recital  of  the  injuftice  and  cruel- 
ties I  have  been  forced  to  fuffer  fince ;  a 
great  part  of  which  is  owing  to  the  difin- 
genuity,  not  to  ufe  an  harfher  expreflion, 
of  Captain  de  Chefeaux,  and  the  reft  to 
Commiflary  Gonet   of  L'Orient.     Being 
refufed  leave  to  purfue  our  courfe  to  Ma- 
dras, either  by  land  or  water,  we  were  re- 
moved, on  the  evening  of  the  8  th  of  Au- 
guft,  without  any  previous  notice,  from  the 
Briflbn  to  the  Pintade,  a  frigate  armed  en 
flute.     On  the  1 3th  this  fhip  was  ordered 
on  a  fervice,  which  exhibited  to  our  view 
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a  new  fpecies  of  warfare.  In  the  capture 
and  plunder  of  eleven  Indians,  in  an  open 
boat  at  anchor,  loaded  only  with  fire- wood, 
which  they  declared,  with  great  fimplicity, 
they  had  intended  to  fell  at  Madras.  Two 
of  thefe  miferable  creatures,  decrepit  with 
age,  with  meagre  bodies,  white  heads  and 
beards,  and  humble  fupplicating  atti- 
tudes, prefented  fo  moving  a  fpeftaclc, 
that  it  might  have  procured  not  only  their 
^•eleafe,  but  alfo  that  of  their  fellow-cap- 
tives. Their  fmall  vejflel  would  feem  to 
have  been  their  conftant  habitation,  as  it 
contained  their  money,  their  books  of  re- 
ligion, and  all  their  apparel.  Their  poor 
ALL,  the  wretched  acquifition  of  painful 
induftry,  perhaps  of  the  labours  of  their 
anceftors,  was  taken  from  them,  their  boat 
fcuttled,  and  themfelves  made  captives,  or 
rather  flaves ;  and  all  this  without  benefit- 
ing their  mercilefs  plunderers. 

Frightened  beyond  meafure,  without 
provifions,  liquor,  or  water,  and  with  only 
r^e-flour  of  the  coarfeft  quality,  we  cruize^ 
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to  a  great  diftance,  even  as  far  as  Ceylon, 
nntilahe  evening  of  the  24th  of  Auguft, 
when,  being  off  the  road  of  Pondicherry^^f 
a  quartier  marroriy  or  Indian  boat,  brought 
a  written  intimation  from  M.  Bellecombe, 
that  the  Englifh  fquadron  lay  at  anchor 
to  the  windward  of  the  road,  and  the 
French  to  the  fouthward.  We  inftantly 
put  about,  and  in  order  to  get  provifions, 
as  well  as  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being 
taken,  we  fleered,  having  one  hundred  and 
(even  men  on  board,  to  the  favage  iflandof 
Niccabary  (near  the  weft  end  of  Sumatra^ 
where  we  got  coco-nuts,  a  few  chickens, 
find  water. 

Meanwhile  our  bodies  were  deeply 
wounded  by  cock- roaches,  and  other 
vermin  in  the  Pintade :  we  were  obliged 
to  ufe  that  linen  which  we  had  already 
ufed  in  the  Briflbn;  and  for  a  long 
time  w6  wanted  water  for  tea  or  foup,  or 
for  diluting  medicines,  until  Providence, 
by  a  heavy  rain,  enabled  us  to  catch  fome 
ppon  the  decks.  We  wcr?  limited  to  one 
5  me4 
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meal  in  twenty-four  hours,  twelve  perfons^ 
being  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fubfifting 
upon  a  Niccabar  chicken,  which  is  about 
the  fize  of  a  large  pigeon ;  and  about  two 
pounds  of  falted  pork,  which  upon  a  lefs 
dreadful   occafion    I   fhould  have    called 
rotten  and  naufeous.     Happily  two  cafes, 
containing    twenty    dozen    of  excellent 
claret,    remained    of    ray  ilores,    which 
fcrved  us  all  with  a  glafs  twice  a  day ;  but 
there  was  not  in  the  fhip  either  tea,  fugarji 
or  fpirituous  liquor,  tit  fo  much  as  a  winer 
glafs  or  drinking- cup,  and  coco-nuts  wer6 
fubftituted  in   their  room  at  Niccabar. -^ 
During  the  laft  five  weeks  of  our  cruize  we 
were    deprived  of   the    privilege  of   the 
council-chamber;    and   alfo,    during   the 
hotteft  part  of  the  day,  of  the   awning 
on  deck.     Our  captain,  in  order  to  ihew 
his  newly-acquired  authority  and  antipa- 
thy to   the  Englifli  nation,   declined   to 
countenance  us  with  the  common  faluta- 
tions  of  the  morning  and  evening.     My 
bed  was  not  once  made  for  twenty-four 
d^ys,   nor  could  I  undrefs  at  night  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  vermin.  I  was  at  laft  obl!gc4 
to  wait  upon  myfclf,  as  bed-maker,  hair- 
drefler,  water-drawer,  fhoe- cleaner,  &c^ 
&c.  The  fepoys  and  India  prifoners,  for 
want  of  nourifhment,  looked  like  fo  many 
ghofts ;  and  though  they  were  fcarcely 
able  to  crawl,  were  treated  with  (hocking 
barbarity.  We  had  only  fifteen  white  men 
on  board,  (Frenchmen,)  all  of  whom  were 
officers,  one  excepted.  If  there  is  any 
merit  in  having  faved  the  (hip,  it  belongs 
wholly  to  Mr.  Riccard^  who  is  nephew 
to  M.  de  la  Vigne^  the  commandant  of  the 
port  of  V Orient. 

In  this  fituation  we  were  brought  to  this 
ifland.  Numbers  of  people  came  on  board 
the  Tintade  the  firft  forenoon,  but  the  in* 
ftant  it  was  known  we  were  prifoners^  all 
communication  was  ftopped,  and  only  two 
officers  left  in  the  fliip;  until  a  late  hour 
of  the  fecond  day,  when  M.  Launay,  the 
governor's  aid  dc  camp,  and  Major  Thome, 
vifitcd  us,  to  declare^*— "  that  we  were  pri- 
foners of  war;  that  we  were  to  be  confined 
in  Fort  Blanc   (two  miles  from  town;) 
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that   the   governor  had'  received  .pofitivc 
orders  particularly  coacerning:as  j  that  he 
was  direded  to  fend  us  back  to  France ; 
but    that   as    our    healths    were    greatly 
impaired,    we   fliould  be   indulged    with 
a    refidence   in    prifan   until    we    fhould 
be  in  a  condition  to  embark.      He  told 
us,   finally,    that   the    major    had  come 
to    conduct    us    to    the    fort,    and    that 
we   were   to    converfe   only   with    Mr^ 
Launay.     He  added,  after  a  fhort  paufc^ 
that   a  traiteur   fliould    fend    us    dinner 
and  fupper  from  town,  at  our  own  ex^ 
pence. 

We  were  inftantly  conveyed,  with  our 
baggage,  by  water  to  the  fort.  There 
being  but  two  apartments  in  that  build- 
ing, and  both  of  them  occupied.  Major 
Thome  civilly  gave  us  the  choipe  of  lode;- 
ing  either  in  the  kitchen,  or  under  a  fhed, 
where  gun  carriages  were  kept,  or  in  the. 
gun-room  with  theibldicrs.  I  alked  the 
major,  if,  being  prifoners  of  war,  we  were 
accounted  as  criminals  ?  *'  No,  certainly 
pot !"  I  then  faid,  that  a^  the  kitchen  wasi 
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infinitely  worfe  than  any  dungeon,  it  would 
be  better  to  run  the  rifque  of  death  at  fea> 
than  to  peri(h  miferably  in  fo  horrible  a 
manfion;  therefore,  I  entreated  him  to 
embark  us  in  one  of  the  veflels  that  was 
to  fail  within  a  day  or  two  for  Europe. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Y —  defired  that  one 
of  the  foldiers  might  be  permitted  to  fhoot 
him  through  the  head.  The  major  re- 
plied, that  he  would  reprefent  our  fitua- 
tion,  and  our  defire  to  embark  for  Europe, 
to  the  governor.  We  lay  that  night, 
without  deep,  on  the  benches  with  the 
Xoldiers  in  the  guard-room.  Next  day, 
an  officer  appeared  about  eleven  o  clock, 
to  cojudua  us  to  the  town-fteeple ;  the 
third  floor  of  which  is  now  our  apart- 
ment. It  is  immediately  over  the  main* 
guard,  having  two  windows  to  each  of  its 
four  fides ;  and  being  elevated  above  every 
other  houfe,  it  enjoys  a  pure  air,  and 
commands  a  full  profpedl  of  the  harbour, 
the  forts,  the  parade,  the  barracks,  the 
government-houfe,  and  the  environs  of 
the  towr^.   There  are  three  flights  of  ftcps, 
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by  means  of  which,  there  is  a  communlcd** 
tion  between  oar  chamber  and  a  terrace, 
on  the  fummit  of  the  building.     Thithe/ 
1  generally  repair  in  the  mornings  before 
any  of  the  inhabitants  are  awake,  and  view 
all  the  places  arounxl*     I  then  come  down, 
and  having  accefe   in  the   morning   and 
evening  to  the  terrace  over  the  main-guard 
-attd  poft-gate,  I  v^alfc  there  till  chocolate 
is  ready :   the  r?ft  of  the  day  I  employ  in 
reading  and  writing.  Until  the  terrace  be* 
comes  cool  towards  evening,  when  I  take 
another  walk,  eat  a  fellad,  drink  a  bottle 
of  cool  wine,  and  then  retire  into  an  apaW- 
inent  which  admits  two  beds,  of  about 
twenty- four  inches'each  in  breadth,  a%d  an 
empty  fpace  b^ween  them  of  about  fiftceA 
inches.     The  officer  upon  duty,  and  M\ 
Larniay  are  allowed  to  vifit  us.    Our  /r^/- 
teur  it  permitted  to  lee  us  twice  in  the 
week.     When  our  laundrefs  comes,  fhe  is 
accompanied    by  a   corporal.     Even  the 
clocfc-^naker   who  winds  up  the  town- 
clock,  when  he  pafles  our  apartment  for 
that  purpofe,  is  attended  by  a  non-com- 
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miflioned  officer:  nay,  if  a negroe  comes  to 
do  any  little  bufinefs  for  us,  fuch  as  fetching 
or  carrying  our  linen,  he  is  accompanied  by  a 
foldier.  The  very  meffenger  of  a  letter  from 
the  governor,  although  an  European,  was 
attended  in  like  manner.  After  a  confine- 
ment of  fome  days,  vee  were  giveii  (a  un- 
derftand  that  we  owed  our  bad  ufage  to  the 
mifreprefentations  of  M:  Gonet,^  before  we 
left  L'Orient,  and  as  I  was  not  the  pcrfon 
I  was  reprefented  ta  be,  t  was  pirfuaded 
to  write  a  very  adulatory  letter  (of  which 
I  am  much  afhamed)  toi  Cover nour  la  Bril-» 
lane,  praying  that  we  might  be  permitted 
|x>  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  going 
either  to  the  Cape  0f  Good  Hope  or  Ba- 
tavia.  J  herewith  &nd  you  copies  of  my 
adulatory  letter,  and  ^i«  Excellency's 
anfwer.  .. 

It  is  with  concern  that  I  afm  oblige! 
to  obferve  to  you,  geptlemert,  that  from 
all  the  circumftancf^  which  now  appear, 
I  cannot  but  fufjfed:  that  you  were  privy 
to  the  orders  which  accompanied  us.- from 
:       6  L'Orient, 
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L'Orient^  and  the  obligation  relative  to  li^^ 
figned  by  Captain  de  Chefeaiix.  If  this 
conjefture  be  well  founded,  you  have 
aiSed,  in  one  inftance  at  leaft>  ina  manner 
unworthy  of  your  eftablilhed  reputation  5 
your  profeffions  of  friendfhip  have  not 
beeafincere;  you  have  not  fulfilled  the 
contradl  into  which  you  entered  with  us, 
for  a  paflage  in  your  fhip  to  Pondicherry. 
But  I  will  endeay<)ur  to  ftifle  thefe  no- 
tions, which  obtrude  theijifelves  pn  my 
mind,  and  to  think  on  nothing  in  your 
cbnduft-  towards  me,  but  your  former 
kindnefs.  It  is  probable  I  may  be  at 
L'Orienr^  about  three  weeks  i  after  yojij 
receive  this.  Heaven  only  knows  what 
awaits  us  in  France  I  I  in  treat  you,  in 
^onfideration  of  the  peculiar  circumftances 
of  our  captivity,  to  make  early  application 
for  our  releafe.  We  are  told,  that  although 
jxrifgners  of  war,  we  are  to  pay,  each  of 
us^  3000  livres  for  our  paifage  home  in  an 
old  crazy  bark.  Our  dinner  and  fuppcr 
iiow  coft  us  600  livres^  per  month,  without 
wine. 
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The  king  has  lately  accommodated  us 
with  a  couple  of  ftools,  two  hofpital  beds, 
two  water  goblets,  and  two  rufty  iron  can- 
dlefticks  :  M.  Launay's  kindnefs  to  his 
old  acquaintance  Mr.  Y — e,  fupplies  our 
other  wants,  I  have  reduced  this  letter 
to  as  narrow  a  compafs,  as  the  extent  of 
if  s  fubjeft,  and  my  own  feelings  would 
admit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc^ 


VoL.I.  K  LETTER 
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LETTER    XVIL 

To    J.    M  Efq.    under  cover  io 

W.  H r,  Efq.  of  Antwerp. 

In  the  Town  Pn fon  of  Port  Lewis, 

in  Mauritius,  8th  Nov.  1778. 

ADIRECT  correfpondence  between 
Mr.  R— —  W .'  of  London  and 

myfelf,  being  no  longer  practicable,  on  ac- 
count of  our  refpedlive  departures  to  op- 
pofite  hemifpheres,  we  agreed  to  make  a 
common  friend  the  depofitary  of  our  com- 
munications; and  that  charadler.  Sir,  we 
flattered  ourfelves  we  fhould  find  in  you.— 
You  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  tranfmit 
my  letters  to  our  friend,  wherever  he  may 
be  :  I  fhall  be  happy  if.  you  fliall  receive 
as  much  entertainment  from  them  as  fliall 
compenfate  for  this  trouble. 

Having   re-embarked   at  Madeira  on 
board  the  BrilTon,  on  Sunday  th^  15  th  of 

March^ 
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March,  we  encountered  alternate  ftorriis 
and  calms  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days; 
after  which  time,  we  enjoyed  fair  weather, 
and  a  favourable  gale.  The  peak  of  Te- 
nerifFe  fhewed  its  pointed  top  exalted  above 
wreaths  of  white  clouds,  which,  to  our 
fenfes,  liiade  a  chafm  between  the  lower 
part  of  that  ilupendous  mountain  and  the 
upper,  that  feemed  fufpended  in  the  iky. 
As  we  pafled  between  TenerifFe  and  the 
great  Canary,  in  a  ferene  atmofphere,  wc  en- 
joyed a  delightful  profpedt  of  the  inimitable 
beauties  of  each  ifland.  While  we  fleered 
our  courfe  between  the  Cape  de,  Verd  iflcs 
and  the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  foon  began  to 
feel  the  effefts  of  this  near  approach  to  the 
high  land  of  that  continent,  in  frequent 
calms,  which,  with  a  ftrong  north-eaft  cur- 
rent, difappointed  all  our  hopes  of  a  quick 
paflage,  and  threatened  us  with  a  view  of 
the  Gold  Coaft,  Calabar,  Benin,  Congo, 
and  Angola,  In  the  fpace  of  three  tedious 
weeks,  we  crawled  on  to  the  equinoctial 
line — the  languor  of  this  flow  progrefs 
was  fomcwhat  relieved  by  the  amufement 
K  a  ^f 
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of  catching  enormous  fharks,  bonnettasf, 
and^albicores*  Between  the  fecond  and 
third  degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  upon  the 
15th  of  April,  we  were  entertained  for  two 
hours  with  the  examination  of  a  kind  of 
fifh,  fuch  as  had  never  been  feen  before  by 
any  perfon  on  board.  As  it  leifurely  moved 
rouiid  the  fhip,  railing  its  enormous  tail  and 
fms  above  the  furface  of  the  water,  I  took 
occaiion  to  form  fome  eftimatc  of  it's  length 
by  the  breadth  of  the  fhip,  and  computed 
it  to  be  forty  Englifli  feet :  its  thicknefs 
I  judged  to  be  ten  feet  in  diameter.  The 
form  of  this  animal  refembles  that  of  a 
fhark :  it  is  beautifully  fpotted  like  ^ 
leopard ;  in  fome  parts,  the  fpots  on  its 
body  refemble  thofe  on  the  peacock's  taiU 
The  monfter  portended  good  to  us  :  for 
while  We  were  admiring  its  fize,  the 
beauty  of  its  fkin,  and  the  fwarms  of  leffer 
fifhes  with  which  it  was  furrounded,  an 
unexpected  breeze  fuddenly  filled  our  fails^ 
ind  overfpread  the  fmooth  element  oa 
which  we  floated,  with  fliort  broken  waves, 
which  the  feamen  joyfully  diftinguifhed  by 
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the  name  of  /es  tetes  de  moutons^  (flieeps  or 
lambs  heads.) 

The  creature  I  had  feen,  dw^^png 
upon  my  imagination,  and  recalleo^^my 
mind  the  ftories  of  the  ancients  concerning 
fea-monfters,  which  I  began  fcarcely  to 
regard  as  fabulous.  My  fancy  made  a 
wild,  but  pleafing  excurfion  to  the  Nor- 
wegian feas,  the  feat  of  Kraken$  or  Kor- 
vens,  fea-fnakes,  and  ferpents  of  the  ocean  : 
animals  whofe  flup^ndpus  dimenfions  had 
long  exceeded  the  bounds  of  credibility ; 
but  which,  their  exiftence  being  now  fully 
proved,  are  no  longer  accounted  ghimef  ical 
by  the  ijioft  incredulous. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  anima^  pro- 
ductions of  the  fea  are,  fome  of  them,  in- 
finitely larger  than  any  living  creature  bred 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  animals, 
again,  that  tread  the  ground,  are  in  general 
larger  than  thofe  that  fly  in  the  air..  From 
this  analogy  I  fliould  be  apt  to  conclude, 
that  were  the  interior  parts  of  the .  earth, 
K  3  according 
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according  .to  the  theory  of  certain  natu^ 
ralifts,  replete  with  an  enorn^Qus  abyfs  of 
waters,  thofe  waters  muft  be  the  manfion 
^  ^^Bils  flill  more  huge  and  ftupendous 
thaiWny  known  on  the  jfurface  pf  this 
terraqueous  globe. 

Having  been  fmoothly  carried  by  a 
gentle  breeze  acrofs  the  fouthem  latitudes^ 
we  fell  in,  on  the  7th  of  May,  with  the 
Englifh  Company's  fhips  Southampton, 
Naflau,  and  Queen,  with  which  we  kept 
Company^,  and  exchanged  focial  vifits  until 
the  17th,  when  the  Queen,  having  on 
board  the  annual  ftpres  for  St.  Helena, 
direded  her  courfe  to  that  ifland,  carrying 
letters  to  Europe  from  all  the  other  Ihips. 
—It  is  but  juftice  to  French  hoipitality, 
to  fay,  that  the  Najfau^  having  betweea 
forty  and  fifty  paflengers  on  board,  and 
their  frefh  provifions  being  wholly  ex- 
pended, was  fupplied  by  the  bounty  of 
Captain  de  Chefeaux  with  fheep  and  poul- 
try. We  made  the  high  mountains  of 
feourbon  on  the  25th  of  June,  twenty-? 
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four  days  after  our  founding  oa  the  weft 
edge  of  the  Eel  bank,  nearly  oppofite  to 
Falfe  Bay,  at  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope. 
On  the  day  following  we  anchored  in 
thirty  fathom  water,  about  two  miles  from 
the  town,  within  the  beautiful  and  fpacious 
bayofSt.  PauL 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  twenty-four  days, 
we  were  fo  much  thwarted^ by  the  currents, 
that  after  making  large  allc3|wances  in  the 
daily  reckonings,  we  we^  ftill  eighty 
leagues  farther  weft  thanfwe  expedled  to 
be,  from  our  calculations.  I  refer  you 
for  an  account  of  the  ufage  I  i^ave  received 
at  Bourbon,  to   the  inclofed  \  copy  of  a 

letter  I  wrote,  at  fea,  to  M.  A d  and 

Son.  I  fliall  hereafter  givt  you  aidefcfiption 
oi  Bourbon,  and  other  iflands  in  fhefe  parts  1 
their  climate,  foil,  produftipiis,  and  in^ 
habitants,  v 

We:  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  from 

Bourbon  on  the    5th  of  July,  and  foon 

paffed,  with  a  brifk  gale,  over  the  banks 
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or  fhoals  which  are  laid  down  in  charts 
between  Madagafcar  and  the  French  iflands 
of  Seychelle,  which  is  a  much  fhorter 
route  than  the  common  circuit  to  the 
fouth-eaft.  The  natural  caution  of  Cap- 
tain de  Chefeaux  made  him  very  atten- 
tive to  the  courfe :  he  was  conftantly 
founding,  but  never  met  with  any  thing 
that  could  be  any  occafion  of  alarm.  The 
late  Admiral  Bofcawen  failed  over  thofe 
bug-bear  banks  laft  war  with  a  large  fleet, 
I  think  it  a  pity  that  our  nation  have  not 
attained  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  apafTage 
which,  at  certain  feafons,  would  fhorten 
the  navigation  to  India  by  fome  weeks. 

Neither  the  French,  nor  any  other 
navigators,  except  the  Englifh,  take  aftro- 
nomical  obfervations  at  fea,  for  the  purpofe 
of  afcertaining  the  longitude;  a  piece  of 
ignorance  or  negledt  to  which  I  niay  at- 
tribute all  my  misfortunes :  for  had  we 
arrived  but  one  day  fooner  at  Pondi- 
cherry,  I  fhould  have  eafily  obtained  a 
paiTport  for  Madras  i  and  I  ihould  have 
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reached  that  place  feveral  days  fooner,  if 
our  mariners  had  known  how  to  corredt, 
by  the  aid  of  aftronomy,  the  errors  into 
which  they  were  led  by  rapid  currents, 
which  cofl  them,  on  a  fair  computation, 
four  days  in  foundings,  and  laying  too 
whole  nights,  through  fear  of  approaching 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  Notwithftanding 
thefe  delays,  And  the  flow  motion  of  our 
fhip,  \ye  anchored  off  Tranquebar  on  the 
30th  day  after  we  left  Bourbon  ;  and  oa 
the  fpllpwiqg  day  dropt  anchor  at  Pondi* 
cherry. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  though  the 
French  provifions  are  not  fo  fubftaqtial  as 
thofe  of  Englifli  fhips,  yet  out  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  perfons  on  board  the 
Briffon,  not  one  died  in  a  voyage  of  fix 
months ;  nor  were  there  above  three  per- 
fons in  the  Ihip  who  were  in  any  degree 
afflidted  with  the  fea-fcurvy.  Thefe  things 
I  attributed  to  the  following  caufes : — the 
fhip  was  purified  once  a  week  in  tempe- 
rate, and  twice  in  hot  climates,  wit|i  water ; 
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and  betwixt  decks  fprinkled  with  vinegar. 
The  cabin  doors  and  windows  being 
clofely  ftiut,  and  the  hatches  faftened 
down  and  covered  with  tarpaulins,  incenfe 
was  burnt  in  various  parts  of  the  ftiip. 
The  feamen  and  officers  danced  in  a  ring 
on  the  quarter-deck  every  fair  evening, 
to  the  mufic  of  a  bag-pipe  5  and  minuets 
and  cotiUions  to  the  violin.  They  had 
foup-meagre  every  day,  and  alfo  an  allow- 
ance of  fmall  wine  or  brandy  s  and  twice 
a  week  they  had  an  allowance  of  frefh  loaf 
tread,  made  of  coarfe  but  fwcet  flour • 

Before  we  anchored  in  the  road  of 
Pondicherry,  a  conveyance  c6nfifting  of 
three  pieces  of  light  wood,  faftened  to-» 
gether  by  withs  or  twigs,  called  a  catty- 
marran,  carrying  two  Indians,  paddling 
in  attitudes  peculiar  to  their  country- 
men, brought  direftions  on  t>oard  from 
Governor  General  Bellecombe  to  the  cap- 
tain, not  to  let  any  paflenger  go  on  Ihore, 
beforehe  fhouldhave  tranfmitted an  account 
of  their  names,  countries,  and  deftinations, 
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and  until  he  (hould  receive  his  further 
orders.  The  letter  in  which  thefe  inftruc- 
tions  were  conveyed,  was  fecured  from 
fea  or  rain  water,  and  concealed  from 
obfervation,  in  a  kind  of  ftraw  hat  which 
one  of  the  meflengers  wore  upon  his  bead. 
The  attitudes  of  the  paddlers  were  ftrik-? 
ing  to  a  ftranger.  They  were  fupported 
on  their  knees,  having  the  under  parts 
of  their  thighs  extended  along  the  calves 
of  their  legs,  and  the  extremities  of  their 
buttocks  refting  on  their  heels •  The 
patty-marran,  which  was  about  ten  feet 
in  length,  and  thirteen  inches  wide,  and 
drew  to  a  point  at  each  end,  was  conti- 
nually under  water,  and  yielded  to  th© 
furge  of  the  fea. 

We  had  not  been  many  mihutes  at 
anchor,  when  officers  from  the  men  of 
war,  and  from  fhore,  came  on  board  the 
Briflbn,  with  the  mortifying  news  that 
hoftilities  hed  commenced  between  the 
prench  and  Engli(h  in  India,  but  not 
in  Europe  j  that  Chandcrnagorc  in  Ben- 
gal 
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gal  was  taken  on  the  loth  of  June,  and 
that  the  Englifli  army  and  the  Nabob's, 
both  under  the  command  of  General  Mun- 
ro,  were  on  their  march  to  befiege  Pon- 
dicherry. — All  the  pafTengers  except  Mr. 
Y — e  and  myfelf  received  permiflion  in 
the  courfe  of  that  day,  to  difembark. 

On  the  8th  of  Auguft  General  Mun- 
ro's  army  appeared,  and  encamped  bn  the 
red  hills,  a  league  diftant  from  the  back  of 
Pondicherry.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
General  Muhro  fummoned  General  Belle- 
combe  to  furrender  the  town  and  fortrefs 
to  the  troops  which  he  commanded  * :  where- 
upon M.  Bellecombe  immediately  fent 
orders  to  M.  TronjoUy  to  weigh,  and  at- 
tack the  Britifli  jfquadron ;  an  order  which 
was  forthwith  obeyed  with  great  alacrity. 
The  Englifh  fquadron,  conlifting  of  five 
fail,  including  the  Cormorant  floop  of  war, 
appeared  working  up  froni  the  north-» 
ward:  that  of  the  French,  confifting  of 

•  It  was  alledged  at  Pondicherry,  that  the  fummons  wa^ 
in  the  name  of  the  Kong  of  Great  Britain, 
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an  equal  number  of  fhips,  but  larger, 
having  a  fuperiority  of  36  guns  and  700 
men,  flood  to  the  fouthward  in  order  to 
preferve  the  weather-gage,  and  anchored 
at  two  leagues  diftant  from  fhore.  An 
adion  commenced  on  the  loth,  which 
lafled  with  great  heat  for  74  minutes^ 
I  was  never  in  fo  anxious  a  lituation: 
on  board  a  French  frigate,  in  the  midft 
of  the  enemies  of  my  country,  a  fpec- 
tator  of  a  fea-engagement  between  the 
fquadrons  of  England  and  France.  — 
We  all  waited  in  painful  fufpence  for 
the  iflue.  At  length  1  eagerly  pointed 
out  to  the  captain  and  officers  of  the 
Pintade,  three  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron  bawling  their  wind  and  running  to 
the  fouthward,  full  1 5  minutes  before 
the  adion  ceafed  between  the  capital 
ihips.  After  the  whole  French  fquadron 
had,  with  all  their  fails  fet,  quitted  the 
field.  Sir  Edward  Vernon's  fquadron  re- 
mained 15  minutes  on  the  fpot  where 
they  had  engaged,  as  if  deliberating  whe- 
ther 
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thtr  to  purfue  the  enemy,  or  to  bear  away 
in  order  to  refit.  They  chofe  the  latter  al- 
ternative, having  firft  fpliced  their  cordage 
and  mended  their  fails ♦  In  this  adlion  there 
happened  a  very  remarkable  incident :  one. 
broadfide  from  the  Rippon,  pierced  the 
hull  of  the  Briflbn  in  thirteen  places, 
with  heavy  metal. 

I  HAD  always  until  this  day,  enter- 
tained an  opinion,  that  the  Englifh  mode 
of  aiming  at  the  hull,  was  the  beft  prin- 
ciple of  conducting  a  naval  engagement, 
with  fuccefs.  That  opinion  I  am  now 
orced  to  relinquifli.  I  faw  the  French 
fquadron  flying  to  windward,  carrying 
every  fail  and  rope  with  which  they  en-* 
tcred  into  a<3:ion ;  and  I  faw  the  Englijh 
keep  the  fea  as  vi<3:ors,  but  fo  mauled  in 
their  fails  and  rigging,  that  for  a  confider*^ 
able  time  they  were  unable  to  purfue,  or 
even  to  fail  before  the  wind.  I  do  be- 
lieve, that  had  only  the  quarter-deck  and 
fome  pf  the  upper  guns  been  levelled 
5  againft 
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againft  the  rigging  of  the  enemy^s  fhips  in 
the  adtion,  they  could  not  have  efcapcd. 

WheM  the  Briffon  anchored  in  the  road 
of  Pondicherry,  I  could  perceive  very  di- 
ftincflly,  with  a  fpying-glafs,  that  the  en-  . 
trances  into  the  town,  at  the  fouth  and 
north  ends,  by  the  fea-fide,  were  open  and 
defencelefs.  But  General  Bellecombe  had 
fet  5000  natives  to  work  in  fortifying  thofc 
places  and  ftockading  the  fea-beach*  They 
wrought  at  night  with  flambeaus ;  and  the 
General  himfelf,  who  fometimes  flept  oh 
the  ramparts,  was  conftantly  fuperintend- 
ing  them  in  every  quarter :  and  in  order 
to  raife  money  for  carrying  on  the  fortifica- 
tions, he  even  pledged  his  lady's  jewels* 

On  the  1 3th  of  Augufl,  the  Pintadc  was 
ordered  to  a  ftation  four  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  Pondicherry,  in  order  to 
intercept  any  communication  between  the 
Engliih  fquadron  at  Sadras^  and  the  army 
under  General  Munro* 

The 
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The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mn 

A-- d,  will  give  you  an  account  of  our 

movements  from  that  time,  until  our  ar- 
rival at  the  Nicabar  iflands,  which  run  in 
a  northerly  diredion  from  Sumatra  up  the 
bay  of  Bengal ;  and  of  which  I  ihall  on 
fome  future  occafion,  give  you  a  defcrip- 
tion. 

On  board  the  Favorl,  St.  Paul*s  Bay, 
Ifle  of  Bourbon,  lothDec.  1778. 

I  REFER  you  for  an  account  of  my 
hiftory  at  this  place,  to  the  enclofed  copies 
of  letters  to  different  perfons.  We  have 
now  added  to  our  cabin  pafTengers,  M.  de 
la  Combe,  who  is  the  procureur  du  Roy^ 
with  his  lady  and  two  children ;  the  Abbe 
de  Fontaine,  chief  of  the  apoftolic  miffio-^ 
naries,  and  M.  Kerbalanec,  one  of  the 
noblefle  of  Bretagne, 

I  SHALL  Interrupt  this  journal  for  the 
prefent,  as  we  hav^  weighed  anchor,  and 
are  failing  out  of  the  bay  of  St.  Paul's  for 
Europe,  Adieu, 

LETTER 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Europe,  Asia,  iz^r^ Africa.   14^ 

LETTER    XVIir. 

Monlieur  Anquitil,  in  St*  Denis* 

On  board  the  tavori,  L'Ifle  de  Bourbon, 

St*  Denis's  Road,  30th  Nov,  1778. 

IM  A  Y  venture.  Sir,  to  join  the  thanks 
of  Mr.  Y— e  with  my  own,  for  the 
pains  you  have  taken  to  procure  to  us  the 
benefit  and  pleafure  of  land  air,  and  ex- 
crcife  and  fociai  enjoyment  on  (hbre.  I 
venerate  the  fair  characfter  of  the  Vifcount 
de  Souillac,  and  v\rould  be  happier  in  re- 
ceiving marks  of  favour  from  a  liberal 
mind  like  his,  even  under  the  roof  of  a 
baker  *,  and  the  care  of  a  military  fer- 
jeant,  than  in  the  carejfes  of  his  fuperior 
in  the  Ifle  of  France.  Neverthelefs,  as 
the  fhip  is  to  remain  in  this  road  only  for 
a  few  days,  I  chufe  to  decline  to  accept 
the  governor's  obliging  indulgence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

•  •  A  baker*s  houfe  was  propofed  for  our-Iodging-houfe 
on  Ihore.  Bakers  in  thofe  ijQands,  are  not  fuch  reputable 
perfons  as  in  Europe. 

Vol.  I.  L  f  LETTER 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To  the  Vifcount  de  Souillac,  governor  of 
th€  Ifland  of  Bourbon. 

On  board  the  Favori,  in  the  Road  of 

St-  Denis^  30th  Nov,  177S* 

A  CAPTIVE  ftranger,  the  fubjea  o( 
a  ftate  in  hoftility  with  your  nation. 
Sir,  enjoys,  with  the  higheft  fatisfaftion,  the 
amiable  report  which  flows  from  the  gra- 
titude of  a  people  bleft  with  the  fweets  of 
juftice,  of  your  mild  and  equitable  ad^- 
miniftration.  Why  a  neighbouring  ifland^- 
under  the  fame  government  with  Bourbon^ 
fliould  be  chaftifed  with  zfcourge^  is  a 
ipyilery  which  will  no  doubt  be  unfolded 
in  the  courfe  of  Providence.  In  the  mean 
time,  that  fcourge  ierves  as  a  foil  to  make; 
your  virtues  fhine  with  greater  luftrc. 

Recefve,  Sir,  the  firft  tribute  which 
the  juftice  and  humanity  of  a  perfon  in- 
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Vefted  with  pawer,  has  had  a  right  to  claim 
from  me  ever  fince,   fey  the  violation  of 
public  and  private  feitb,  it  was  my  mis-^ 
fortune  to  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to   the 
ngioufs  of  imprifonment,  and  the  fevefitiei 
of  illiberal  refentment.     My  bcft  thanks 
are  the  bnly  acknowledgments  I  can  offef^ 
for  th*e  iiidulgence  whiclv  you,   Sir,  hav$ 
thought  proper  to  grant  to  my  companion 
knd  rayfelf,  of  occupying  an  apartnaent  in 
tbwn,  under  the  authority  of  a  ferjeant,  for 
the  benefit  of  frefh  air,  and  for  recovery 
from  a  malady  which  knows  no  other  cure. 
The  time  fixed  for  the  fhip's  departure  is 
now  near  at  hand,  and  one  or  two  days  on 
(hore  would  not  compenfate  for  the  trou- 
ble  of  providing   fuch  an  apartment   as 
might   be  fit  for   us,   and  other   incon- 
veniences that  would  attend  our  leaving 
this  place  of  confinement :  for  having  dif- 
covered  that  M.  de  la  Brillane  had  retracted 
his  promife  to  M.  Launay,  of  indulging 
me  with  a  refidence  on  fhorc,  until  I  fhould 
be  in  a  condition  to  embark  for  Europe, 
I   fent  away  every  thing  I  had,  that  was 
L  2  «0t 
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not  adapted  to  a  vcffcl  not  remarkable  for 
clcanlinefs,  or  any  kind  of  elegance.  If  I 
have  the  good  fortune  to  furvive  this  voy- 
age, I  fliall  carry  to  your  country.  Sit,  and 
to  my  ov^n,  a  heart  impreffed  with,  the 
charafter  of  the  Vifcount  de  Sduillde^  and 
as  ready  to  dp  juftice  to  the  yirtU^$  of  the 
public  eneipies  of  my  country,  as  to  com- 
plain of  the  injuries  I  have  fuflfcred  from 
their  injuftice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  b.e,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XX. 

To  Mrs.  — —  . 

At  Sea,  lat  32®  S.  long.  31^  E.  from  Paris, 
in  the  Favori,  5th  January,  1779* 

AS  H I P  approaches,  my  dear  Madam, 
which  may  prove  the  happy  means 
of  releafing  me  from  a  ftate  of  perfedl 
wretchednefs.  The  fea-fcurvy,  a  return 
of  my  fever,  together  with  many  difa- 
greeable  circumftances,  would  certainly 
overpower  my  weak  frame,  were  I  forced 
to  continue  my  voyage  in  the  Favori.  Yet, 
believe  the  diftates  of  my  heart,  it  is  not 
without  regret  that  I  quit  this  fickly  and 
inconvenient  manfion,  which  would  have 
wafted  me  to  France,  and  Britain,  and  re- 
Aored  me  to  thofe  objects  which  I  hold 
the  deareft  in  the  world,  and  which  an, 
ever  prefent  to  my  mind  amidft  all  the  cares  . 
find  difquietudes  of  an  uneafy  life. 

L  3  You, 
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You,  my  friend,  know  the  ftate  of  piy 
mind  full  as  well  as  I  do  myfelf :  for  tq 
you  I  have  unbofonied  my  whole  heart. 
You  know  the  objects  of  friendly  attach- 
ment that  occupy  and  defefve  my  con- 
ftant  attention.  Have  the  goodnefs,  my 
dear  coufin,  to  communicate  to  one  of  thofe 
much-favoured  perfojas,  the  unexpedted 
events  which  have  happened  to  me,  and 
which  will  ferve  to  explain  fome  thing^j 
which  might  other  wife  create  uneafihefs. 

I  WRQTE  a  long  lette^  to  you  from  the? 
Ifle  of  France,  dated  the  7th  of  November. 
From  that  letter  you  will  have  learnt  what 
happened  to  me  fine?  the  arrival  of.  the 
Briffon  in  t:he  road  of  Pondicherry.  No- 
thing very  material  has  occurred  fince.  I 
Gtmbarked  on  board  this  fhip  at  the  Ifle  of 
^France  the  15th  of  November,  and  failed 
from  Bourbon  on  the  10th  of  December. 
I  am  now  placed  in  a  fociety  not  unlike 
that  of  the  ftage-coach  in  Tom  Jones;  a 
jumble  of  figures,  cpnftitutions,  complex- 
ions, difpofitions,  profelJions>  and  fexcs. 

Ifliall 
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1  fliall  endeavour  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
-^ome  of  the  principal  characters  in  this 
tcataJogue  ;  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
good-manners,  not  to  prefent  our  captain 
to  you  in  the  firft  place,  Le  Sieur  Denicl. 
It  will  be  difficult  to  defcribe  the  pecu- 
liarities, or  rather  the  contrarieties  of  this 
animal.     He  is  pretty  far  advanced  in  the 
decline  of  life,  a  great  hypocrite,   and  a 
greater  bigot.    He  has  long  indulged  him- 
felf  in  the  beaftly  habit  of  folitary  drun- 
kennefs.     The  firft  part  of  each  morning 
he   devotes  to  the  ofFenfive  operation  of 
l^ifgorging   the   fermented    wine,    arrack, 
garlick,  and  ragouts  of  the  preceding  day ; 
the  fecond  to  prayer,  or  more  properly  the 
profanation  of  religion;   and  the  reft  to 
gluttony  and  intoxication.     Equally  tin- 
qualified  for  the  fundions  of  a  mafter  and 
thofe  of  an  officer  of  a  fliip,  he  afFedts,  with 
an  old  Davis's  quadrant,  to  obferve  the 
fun's  altitude  at  noon,  and  pirates  from  one 
pr  other  of  his  officers  the  latitude.    Some- 
times he  fits  down  at  table  to  dinner,  but 
][ie  fuddenly  difappears,  like  a  thief,  ftealing 
L  4  away 
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away  a  full  plate  and  a  bottle^  to  indulge 
his  appetite  without  reftraint  in  his  bed- 
fty,  where  he  keeps,  for  private  convc-» 
niency,  a  quantity  of  wine  and  fpirits.  By 
the  hour  of  two  he  is  ftupid,  and  turns  in 
to  his  nefl;  at  four  he  has  recourfe  to  his 
bottle,  and  a  plate  of  cold  viduals  and  gar- 
lic in  his  own  cabin ;  on  the  ftrength  of 
which  he  ftaggers  forth  with  an  air  of 
authority  to  profane  the  dutie.8  of  religion  ^ 
to  exhibit  an  example  of  human  frailty ; 
and  to  reniind  his  paffenger.s  of  the  great 
perils  to  which  they  are  expofed  under  thq 
9ondu(^  of  fuch  a  guide  oyer  the  ocean. 

The  two  principal  officers  of  the  Ihipj^ 
who  are  natives  of  St.  Maloes,  are  good 
fenfible  men,  and  fufficiently  polite.     A 

M.  L c  of  L'Orient,  (whp  WQrks  his 

paffag?  home  i^  the  charafter  of  third  of-/ 
ficej)  is  a  weaH,  vain,  ponceited,  ignorant, 
vulgar  fellovv,  without  education  or  man- 
ners, and  impudently  familiar.     He  will, 
probably  avail  himfelf  of  my  name  to  vifit. 
you.     I  told  him  that  you  was  vifible  only 
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to  perfons  who  bad  refpedtablc  introduc- 
tions, or  on  bufinefs.  Our  furgeon  is  ^ 
fecond  edition  of  the  captain  ;  with  this 
difference,  that  the  want  of  means  Jceeps 
him  from  being  fo  often  drunk,  and  obliges 
him  to  aniufe  himfelf,  in  the  intervals  ber 
tween  gprpaandizing  and  drinking,  by 
pleading  of  old  ftockings.  The  Abbe  Fon- 
taine, one  of  my  fellow-paflengcrs,  does 
honour  to  his  cloth.  Nature  has  given 
him  a  good  countenance  and  perfon,  as 
well  as  a  noble  genius,  which  is  highly 
improved  by  a  UberaJ  education.  His  de- 
portnient,  which  is  perfectly  free  from  un- 
neceflary  rcferve  and  troublefome  afFefta- 
tion,  is  at  the  fame  time  fcrupuloufly  regu- 
lated  by  that  decency  which  becomes  an 
eccleliaftic.  He  pofTelTes  language,  abili- 
ties, andaddrefs,  which  might  qualify  him 
to  prcfide  even  in  a  fociety  of  Jefuits.  He 
has  that  dignity  of  manner,  which  is  the 
ijatural  concomitant  of  confcious  merit, 
and  which  the  French  calf  P amour  proprei 
l^ut  which,  in  few  men  only,  would  not 
l^e  denominated  arrogance.  Were  I  to. 
'  meet 
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picet  the  Abb^  Fontaine  in  China,  Pruflia, 
pr  England,  out  of  the  clerical  garb,  I 
ihould  conclude  that  he  had  forno^erly  oc- 
cupied an  important  ftation  in  that  learned, 
perfevering  ipciety  of  profcribed  priefts^ 
who  once  governe4  the  cabinets  and  con* 
fciences  of  po^yerful  monarchs,  bpt  whofc 
influence,  grown  too  great  to  bear  control!, 
wrecked  them  on  the  dangerous  rocks  of 
ambition^ 

A  LONGER  acquaintance  than  I  have  had 
with  M.  de  la  Combe,  the  late  procureur 
iu  Roy   in  the  ifland  of  Bourbon,  would 
be  neceffary  to  anatomize  this  honeft  od- 
dity.    Nature  has  been  unkind  to  his  ex- 
ternal  form,  and  but  fparing  in  her  in-- 
telledual  endowments;  but  (he  ha^  adorn- 
ed this  homely  and  crazy  manfion  with 
feme   juft   and   generous  fentiments,   an 
ample  recompence  for  all  defedts.    I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  he  has  been  going  down  the 
vale  of  life  thefe  fifteen   years.      He   is 
fomewhat  above  the  fize  of  an  ordinary 
dwarf,  and  his  limbs  arc  diftorted.     ile  is 
6  polite 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asi a/ ^/?^ Africa.    155 

polite  and  ceremonious  even  to  excefs  i 
yet  he  is  alfo  peevi(h^  rude,  hajfly,  and  in 
converfation  blunt  and  farcaflical.  Brought 
Up  to  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  without 
the  advantage  of  genius,  by  the  mere  dint 
pf  applieatioQ,  he  has  acquired  a  pradical 
fenfewledge  of  forms  and  rules;  and  a 
tiatural  defire  to  do  juftice  fets  him  far 
jibove  all  chicane.  This  knowledge  of 
the  practice  of  the  law,  and  this  innate  love 
df  equity,  have  inclined  and  enabled  him 
to  refift  the  iipperious  hand  of  oppreflion  in 
fupport  of  innocence,  though  at  the  hazard 
of  hi3  appointment,  and  confequently  his 
^ead,  under  an  arbitrary  and  unprincipled 
government.  He  feels  for  the  diftreffes  of 
Others,  and  relieves  them  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  power.  He  is  liberal  and  can* 
ifjid  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  far  above  all 
local  or  national  prej  udices.  With  all  thfefe 
yirtues,  he  labours  under  the -misfortune  of 
being  obliged  to  wear  the  petticoat.  He 
feels  his  degradatiori,  without  daring  to 
tiffert  his  prerogative  by  boldly  refuming 
fhc  breeches ;  for  M.  and  Madame  de  la 
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C  e  are  fuch  perfeift  contrafts  in  re* 
fpe<3:  of  fize,  that  while  the  petticoat  may 
ferve  as  a  ploak  to  flielter  the  hufband 
from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  fqles  of 
Jfiis  feef,  the  breeches  would  be  incompe- 
tent to  fupply  the  place  of  a  pair  of  gloves  ^ 
to  his  ftupendous  mate.  Thus,  while  in 
the  caufe  of  others  he  is  bold  and  refolute, 
in  his  own  he  is  timid  and  paflivc.     , 

You  know,  my  fair  friend,  that  I  am 
generally  tender  of  the  charafters  of  th? 
amiable  fex,  except  where  I  have  an  op^ 
portunity  of  conveying  my  fentiments  ver- 
bally to  a  real  confidant.  Of  the  frocu-r 
reurs  help-mate  I  fliall  only  fay,  that  (he 
is  vulgar,  and  a  dran^-fippei;' ;  and  I  am 
fure,  if  (he  could  be  otherwife,  fhe  would 
not  be  continent.  They  have  two  children 
on  board ;  the  one  is  fpoiled  by  the  father, 
becaufe,  from  fome  features  in  his  coun- 
tenance, he  concludes  that  he  is  really  his 
own  fon:  the  other  is  fpoiled  by  the 
mother,  for  reaforis  beft  known  to  herfelf 
as  the  true  piother  of  the  child. 

Our 
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Our  fourth  companion,  M.  Kcrbalaneci 
a  merchant  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  a 
native  of  Bretagne,  is  a  cautious,  prudent, 
cool,  civil  Frenchman,  having  as  well  the 
phlegm  as  the  figure  of  a  Dutchman.  He  is 
vain  of  his  family,  capacity,  and  education. 
The  root  may  be  very  old,  but  the  branch 
is  nothing  extraordinary.  He  feems  ever 
attentive  to  his  own  intcreft ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  pofleffes  juft  and  honourable 
principles,  and  is  worthy  of  mercantile 
and  fqcial  confidence.  His  health  is  bad, 
and  I  dread,  that  without  a  quick  paiTagc 
from  the  Cape,  he  will  fall  a  facrifice  to  a 
bad  habit  of  body  and  the  fea-fcurvy*  ^  His 
lady,  during  his  abfence,  has  rei?ded  chiefly 
with  his  fifter,  Madame  Henri,  of  L'Orient; 
and  if  the  ftate  of  the  war  'and  his  private 
affairs  will  allow,  he  means  to  return  to 
the  Eaft* 

During  the  time  we  lay  at  anchor  in 
Bourbon,  not  having  leave  to  land,  we 
were  vifited  by  fome  company  on  fhip- 
board  j  and  anxongft  others,  by  a  lady  who 
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is  niece  to  one  of  yoxxt  nuns,  Madainie 
C—— d.  Shfe  and  her  hufban^,  M/JB^r-? 
trand>  prelTed  on  me  the  two  edcloied  let- 
ters. I  have  been  treated  with  etery  poffi^ 
ble  mark  of  refped  and  attention :  foine-^ 
times  I  am  taken  for  a  powerful  member 
of  tbefupremc  cpiincil  of  India;  fometime^ 
for  an  officer  of  diftrncaion ;  and  at  Qthersi 
for  a  nobleman  iitveflcd  witii  high  powersf 
from  the  court  of  |jondori.  Aodiiitiha? 
teen  with  difficulty  thaj'  I  cduld  petfiiddo 
fomc  people  that  I  had  hot  loft,  on  bo!ar4 
the  Btiffon,  in  money  and  cfFedts,  3q;oop  1, 
fteriing.  I  hope  to  write  tojotffoon  front 
the  Gape^ 

Adieii^' 
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L  E  ft  E  k    X^I. 

■  -  .  '  .   > 

^^S€«>  OB  Uai'd  the  Sfaip  Fatoii^ 

14th  January^  1779, 

AT  length,  trly  fair  coufin,  I  haite  ef^ 
feded  iny  enkrgeti^nt,  and  witluf^ 
the  fpace  of  an  hoiir  I  fhall  embarlc  in 
a  Daqifl)  (hip  bound  diredly  for  the  Capg 
of  Good  H^pe.  This  defirabk  c^bja<a  I 
attaijjed  not  without  difficulty*  I  iijtct  witH 
fuch  *rt  pjppofition  from  Cap^ia  Penicl^ 
as  had  nearly  Wafted  all  my  hpf^  pf  den 
liverarice  from  this  floating  prifofl}  an4 
^yhich,.  of  courllbj  threatened  to  limit  m/ 
life  to  a  very  few  weeks  or  days,  as^  I  ha4 
for  fomc  tindic  been  alarmed  with  4ange-^. 
tous  fynaptoms  of  the  fea-fcurvy.  A  cer-^ 
tain  degree  of  firmnefs  and  managj^n^ent^ 
was  necel|ary  to  overcome  the  oWUnacy 
of  that  drunken  blockhead,  and  the  co^^ 
ceit  of  M.  de  la  Combe,  My  honeft 
fellow-fuffeirer,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Y — e,  was. 
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filent  and  paffive,  ready  to  adopt  any  mea- 
fure  which  I  fhould  approve.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever,  in  toy  life,  praAifed  ar- 
gument and  addrefs  v^rith  fuch  effeft  as  I 
did  on  this  occafion :  but  it  viras  heck  ot 
nothing.  When  I  firft  fpoke  to  the  captain 
on  the  fubjedt  of  my  enlargement,  he  de- 
clared that  it  was  more  than  his  life  Was 
tvrorth ;  that  I  was  cdnitoittcd  to  him  is  a  pri- 
f6ner>  and  enrolled  as  fuch  in  the  difpatches 
both  at  Mauritius  and  Bourbon ;  and  that 
he  had  received  orders  not  to  touch  at  the 
Cape  on  account  of  his  prifoners.  I  afked 
him,  if  I  had  not  paid  for  my  paffage  ?— »• 
**  Yes,  Sir."  **  Have  I  not  confequently 
the  fame  privileges  that  other  paflengers 
have?"  ''  Affuredly  Sir."— .^*  If  any  of 
the  French  gentlemen  choife  to  quit  your 
fhip,  and  to  releafe  you  from  refunding 
apy  part  of  the  paflage-moriey ;  would 
you,  or  could  .  you,  prevent  him  from 
doing  fo  V*  **  No,  Sir,  I  believe  I  could 
not."  Then,  having  paid  for  my  pafTage, 
J  am  not  to  be  confidercd  as  a  prifoner, 
nor  have  I  committed  any  crime;  therefore, 
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if  you  dare  to  detain  me  on  board  ^gainft 
my  confent,  the  firft  Englifh  fhip  that 
comes  along-fide,  will,  when  I  tell  my 
ftory,  feize  your  fhip  and  yourfelf ;  and  if 
there  be  no  war  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, will  carry  you  into  fome  Britifh  port 
to  make  good  any  damages :  but  if  there 
be  a  war,  your  ufage  of  mc.will  undoubt- 
edly, as  foon  as  it  is  known,  awaken  the 
refentment  of  my  countrymen,  and  difpofe 
them  to  make  fevere  retaliation  on  you  or 
others,  even  if  I  fhould  endeavour  to  dif- 
fuade  them. 

These  confidefations  had  a  fenfible  cf- 
fedt  on  the  captain's  countenance  and  lan- 
guage, I  immediately  improved  the  advan- 
tage I  had  gained,  by  telHng  him,  that 
I  would  ftate  my  cafe,  and  make  my  de* 
mand  in  writing,  in  the  form  of  a  letter 
addreffed  to  him,  that  he  might  fummon 
his  officers  and  pafTengers  to  a  confultation 
upon  it;  and  that  their  determination 
(fhould  it  be  favourable  lo  me)  being  pro- 
perly recorded  and  authenticated,  would 
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be  a  juftificatian  of  his  condud:,  in  cafe  the 
fl^ip  fliould  not  be  taken  before  fhe  fhould 
arrive  in  the  European  feas»  To  this  he 
aflented:  I  wrote  a  very  ftrong  letter^ 
urging  my  claim  from  the  laws  of  nation s> 
the  principles  of  common  juftice,  and  the 
ftat'c  of  my  health.  The  council  &t — the 
frocureur  du  Roy  pleaded,  and  within  lefs 
than  ah  hour  it  was  unanimoufly  decided, 
that  I  ought  not  to  be  detained  on  board 
againft  my  inclination ;  .and  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  embark  on 
board  any  neutral  fhip*  I  fhall  take  leave 
of  the  Abbe  Fontaine  with  pain.  I  am 
pleafed  and  flattered  by  obferving,  that  this 
excellent  perfon  thinks  on  bur  approach- 
ing feparation  with  regret.  When  he  re- 
ceived me  on  the  gangway,  on  my  return 
from  on  board  the  Ehnifli  fhip,  his  eyes 
difcovered  how  largely  I  had  fhared  in  his 
affedlions. — **  I  fee,  faid  he,  hy  your  coun- 
tenarice,  that  you  have  fuccei^ded  with  the 
Dane.'*  Madame  de  la  Combe  fhed  tears^ 
and  her  two  children  cried.  I  was  not 
furprifed  that  the  children  did;,  becaufe  I 
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I  HAD  a  fmart  ppppfition  to  encounter 
on  board  the  Danifh  vciTel,  which  origi- 
nated from  that  ftrift  neutrality  flic  was 
jnftrudted  to  obfervc.  It  was  with  diffi-^ 
culty  that  I  obtained  leave  to  go  on  board> 
even  as  a  viiitant.  Had  I  not  had  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  with  a  very  fenfible  and 

liberal  perfon  in  Mr.  B d>  who  was 

'  fuper-cargo,  and  alfo  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  fliip,  my  arguments  from  treaties^ 
laws,  and  cuftpms,  would  have  had  but 
little  influence  on  the  mind  of  my  other 
countryman  the  captain. 

The  fecond  officer,  a  real  Dafie,  ac- 
companied me  back  to  dine  in  the  Favori. 
We  fliall  take  leave  of  this  fliip  imme- 
diately, as  the  defert  is  ferved,  and  the 
cojfFee  with  its  chafleur  ordered  quickly, 
to  gratify  my  defire  of  enlargement. 
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My  next  letter  will  be  from  the  coun- 
try of  Mynheers  and  Hottentots.  Adieu, 
my  dear  coufin  —  may  God  continue  to 
giiide  your  thoughts,  words,  and  adlions  ! 
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LETTER     XXII. 

The  Honourable  W.  H s,  Efq,  Go- 
vernor General,  &c.  &c.  in  Calcutta. 

In  the  Town  Prifon  of  Port  Lewis,  Ifle  of  France, 

17th  November,  1778. 

WE  arrived  in  Pondicherry  road  on 
the  5th  of  Auguft.  The  papers 
that  accompany  this  letter  will  give  you  an 
idea  of  the  treatment  which  Mr.  Y — e 
and  myfelf  have  received,  from  that  time 
imtil  now.  What  might  have  been  im- 
proper to  have  mentioned  in  thofe  papers, 
I  (hall  now  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
you. 

It  feems  evident  that  France  had 
long  meditated  a  blow  in  the  Eaft,  and 
that  it  was  the  prompt  and  vigorous  mea- 
fures  adopt  d,  on  your  part.  Sir,  which 
alone  prevented  it.  Some  time  before  my 
M  3  departure 
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departure  from  France,  in  the  month  of 
January  laft,  the  Confolante  frigate  brought 
fecret  intimation  that  a  treaty  was  conclu- 
ded with  Hyder-Ally  by  M,  St.  Lubin, 
the  French  minifter,  hoftile  to  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot  and  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, to  which  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  had 
^Ifo  acceded.  We  arrived  at  Bourbon  on  the 
23d  of  June.  Here  feveral  circumftances 
concurred  to  imprefs  our  minds  with  an 
idc^i  that  either  hoftilities  had  already  been 
begun  by  the  French  in  India,  or  that  a 
rupture  would  foon  happen,  in  which  they 
tj^ould  be  the  aggreflTors.  The  captain  of 
the  port  declared  that  he  fame  on  board 
under  the  ftrongeft  apprehenfions  that  the 
Briffbn  was  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  which 
might  carry  him  prifoner  to  India.  Here 
M.  de  Chefeaux,  commander  of  our  fhip, 
to  our  ^reat  aftonifhment^,  exhibited  to  the 
Governor  of  Bourbon  pofitive  orders  from 
the  Cpmmiflary  of  L^OrJent,  not  to  fuffer 
the  two  Englifli  paffengcrs  to  land;  and 
it  appeared,  farther,  that  he  had  obliged 
himfclf,  by  writings  to  obey  that  injunc- 
tion. 
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tton.  A  gentleman  at  St.  Paul's  had  the 
candour  to  tell  me,  that  if  he  ijiould  take 
charge  of  my  letters  for  France,  to  be  fent 
by  the  ftiip  Fttz^yames,  then  hourly  ex- 
pected, he  might  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
duce them.  Dr.  C— — n,  who  brought 
fome  letters  to  Mr.  Y — ^  for  his  friends 
in  Bengal,  delivered  them  into  his  hands 
open;  for  it  was  probable,  he  faid,  that 
all  papers  would  undergo  an  examination 
at  Pondicherry.  One  of  our  French  paf- 
fengers,  who  was  an  utter  ftranger  in  India, 
told  me,  that  before  he  left  France,  he 
was  aflured  of  a  military  commiffiori  in 
the  fervice  of  an  Indian  prince  in  alliancf 
with  France.  And  it  was  aflcrted  as  a  fad: 
at  Bourbon,  that  the  Sartine,  commanded 
by  M.  Coronat^  with  all  her  ftores  and 
ammunition,  were  fold  to  Hyder  Ally. 

I  KNOW  not  whether  I  ought  to  mention 
to  your  Excellency,  that  M.  Bellecombe 
and  his  officers  were,  or  pretended  to  be, 
well  acquainted  with  the  moft  fecrct  refo- 
lutions  in  the  fupreme  council  of  Bengal; 
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thofe  in  the  council  of  Madras  ^  and  with 
all  the  intimations,  orders,  and  news  that 
came   by  the  packets  from  Suez.     They 
fay,  that  the  Governor  General  had  twice 
protefted  in  council  againft  hoftilities,  but 
that  Mr.^'Barwell,  who  hated  the  French 
nation,   was  violent,  and  obtained  a  ma- 
jority in  oppofition  to  the  governor's  fenti- 
ments ;  that  Governor  Rumbold,  General 
Munro,  and  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Ver- 
non, had  in  like  tnanner  entered  their  proteft 
againft  the  orders  of  the  fupreme  council, 
for  befieging  Pondicherry ;  that  the  houfe 
of  M.  Guinett,  a  French  furgeon  in  the 
Black  Town,  is  a  receptacle  of  fpies ;  that 
if  Pondicherry  (hall  be  reduced,  a  M.  Mo- 
racin  is  to  refide  in  Sadras,  and  a  M.  de 
Larche  in  Madras,  and  that  through  them 
all  intelligence  is  to  pafs.     M.  deXarche 
is  a  native  of  India,  and  will  not,  they  fay, 
be  confidered  as  a  French  fubjedt.     It  is 
certain  that  there  are,  or  were,  very  ad:ive 
and  well-informed  fpies  lurking  in  all  the 
pnglifti  fettlements, 
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I  THINK  it  right  to  acquaint  you,  that 
there  is  a  fcheme  in  agitation,  which,  asfooa 
as  the  Flamand  fliall  be  refitted,  will  pro- 
bably be  executed.     It  is  intended  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  fmall  ifland  of  Mambaze, 
in  latitude  4"*  South,  on  the  Eaftcoaft  of 
Africa.    The  Portuguefe  were  driven  from 
this  iiland  by  the  Arabians.    It  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly convenient  for  French  traders, 
as  a  place  of  refreshment;  it  will  be  of 
great  advantage  in  the  negro,  ivory,  amber, 
and  gold  trade,  and  for  carrying  on  a  com- 
merce with  the  Red  Sea.     It  is  needlefs  to 
take  notice  how  much  fuch  an  eftablifli- 
ment  would   be  injurious  to  the  Englifli 
commerce  in  the  Arabian  gulph,  as  well 
as  to  our  navigation  through  the  channel 
of  Mofambique.     I  refer  you  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  ftate  of  thefe  iflands 
to  the  enclofed  papers.     I  expert  to  find 
an  opportunity   of  conveying   this  letter 
from  Bourbon  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,' 
where  I  fhall  write  a  poftfcript. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XXIIL 

To  '    I.I  »i  -  -^ — -*— ,  Efqrs.   London. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ift  Feb.  1779. 
MY  PEAR  FRIENDS, 

ON  the  1 5th  of  January  I  embarked 
in  a  Danilh  fnow,  which  came  to 
anchor  here  on  the  2 ad.  The  hiftory  of 
my  imprifonment  and  correfpondence  v/ith 
perfons  of  various  defcriptions,  could  not 
be  given  in  a  fingl?  letter  without  infinite 
time  and  labour.  I  therefore  refer  you, 
for  many  particulars,  fome  of  which  you 
may  think  not  unimportant,  to  copies  of 
letters  I  wrote  to  difFei:ent  perfons  on 
former  occafions. 

The  French  adminiflration  certainly  aim 
at  recovering  their  former  influence,  and 
extending  their  commerce,  in  Hindoftan; 
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a  rcfolutlaa  from  which  nothing  can  divert 
them,  but  the  conqucft  of  their  African 
iflands.  The  Company  and  the  Britifh 
government  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  quick 
and  adtive  in  concerting  the  means  for  at- 
taining this  end.  Should  the  redu^ion  of 
the  French  fettlements  in  thefe  feas,  he- 
come  an  bbjeft  to  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  I  would  furnifti  feveral  obferva- 
tions  which  might  be  of  ufe  in  making 
fuch  arrangements  in  thofe  iflands,  as  would 
contribute  at  the  fame  time  to  the  fatis- 
fa<9:ion  of  the  inhabitants,  the  advantage  of 
the  company,  d^d  th?  intcreft  of  the  Briti/l^ 
nation. 

At  length  Pondichcrry  is  reduced,  after 
a  brave  refiftance  by  an  handful  of  men, 
defended  in  many  places  only  by  new 
mud-walls,  I  am  not  a  military  man,  nor 
do  I  pretend  to  military  ikjll :  but  in 
warm,  and  indeed  in  all  remote  countries, 
whatever  be  their  climate,  the  flow  ap- 
proaches praftifed  in  Europe  againft  regu-? 
)ar  fortificapons,  are  extremely  injudicious ; 
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the  number  of  men  lofl  in  a  general  ftorm, 
being  always  far  fhort  of  the  multitudes 
deftroyed  by  bad  nourifliment,  inclemency 
of  weather,  and  continual  fkirmifties  in  a 
long  fidge:  befides,  that  delays  ever  dif- 
courage  the  befiegers,  and  give  confidence 
to  the  befieged.  To  thefe  confiderations 
may  be  added,  the  rifque  incurred,  in  flow 
approaches,  of  being  obliged  to  raife  the 
liege;  a  neceffity  to  which  the  Englifh 
army,  before  Pondicherry,  might  have  been 
reduced,  if  relief  had  been  fent  to  the  gar- 
rifon  of  that  town,  either  from  Hyder 
Ally  or  from  Europe.  I  anxioufly  wiflied 
to  be  on  fhore,  becaufe,  having  learned  the 
ftate  of  the  place  befieged,  I  could  have 
given  ufeful  information  to  thofe  who  be- 
fieged it;  and  particularly,  could  have 
pointed  out  two  places  where  aflfaults 
(feints  in  the  mean  time  being  made  in 
others)  would  have  fo  divided  the  fmall 
force  that  defended  Pondicherry,  that 
it  muft  foon  have  been  obliged  to  fur- 
render. 
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I  THINK  I  do  no  diflervice  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  when  I  declare  to  you, 
gentlemen,  that  in  my  humble  opinion, 
confequences  the  moft  dangerous  to  the 
Britifli  commerce  in  Afia,  are  to  be  dreaded 
from  the  public  and  private  infults  that  are 
offered  with  impunity  to  the  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic.  The  French,  Dutch,  and  Danes, 
are  well  informed  of  the  indignities  that 
prince  fuffers  within  his  own  domini- 
ons, from  attornies,  private  merchants, 
and  even  his  own  military  officers.  Can 
a  prince,  within  his  own  territories,  be 
legally  fued  for  debts  by  common  aSiions  ? 
or,  is  it  confident  with  good  policy,  and 
the  dignity  of  fo  refpe<5table  a  body  cor- 
porate as  the  Englifli  Eafi:  India  Com- 
pany, to  fuffer  a  common  attorney  of  the 
mayor's  court,  to  write  infolent  and  me- 
nacing letters  to  the  fovereign  lord  of  the 
Carnatic,  of  whom  the  company  hold  ma- 
ny of  their  pofleflions  ?  Would  the  Na- 
bob's own  officers  in  the  town  of  Madras 
ftop  the  young  Nabob's  carriage,  perfon- 
ally  abufe  him  with  the  loweft  and  moft 
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fcufrilous  language,  and  cv^m  threaten  to 
ftrifce  hi-m,  if  a  wife  and  juft  govera- 
raent  were  eftabli(hed  in  that  prefidcncy? 
-I^t  «s  recoUefl:^  that  the  young  prinoe, 
who  was  thus  infulted,  is  general  of  ail 
his  father's  forces :  And  is  the  prcfent  a 
time  to  deflroy  that  mutual  confidence 
and  efteem  which  ought  ever  to  fubfift  be- 
twe^i  a  general  and  his  troops,  and  with- 
cfttt  which,  vi<ftory  over  a  foreign  enemy  is 
lacrificed  to  internal  diftruft  and  diflen- 
&)ti  ?— A  mind,  in  the  vigour  of  youth, 
is  not  always  proof  againft  repeated  in- 
fults,  even  in  countries  where  princes 
ai^e  regarded  not  as  demi-gods,  but  asinen, 
by  their  fubjeifts^  and  where  ftate  and 
pomp  do  not,  as  in  Afia,  confHtute  the  fe-- 
ciirity  and  ftrength  of  government.  How 
^nortifying  then  muft  it  be  to  a  prince, 
tending  under  the  weight  of  years,  his 
treafures,  body,  and  mind,  exhaufted  in 
the  defence  of  hi«  country  and  fervice 
of  his  allies,  inftead  of  receiving  Aiiatic 
veneration,  to  be  treated  with  contempt  ? 
Such  a  degradation  is  infinitely  more  pain- 
ful 
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ful  to  a  feeling,  elevated,  aftd  ptiftCely 
mind,  than  death.  In  fuf)portiftg  thi« 
weight  of  afHiftion  fo  long,  the  Nabob  has 
exhibited  fortitude  almoft  more  than  hu- 
man. Time  will  difclofe  to  the  Eaft  In*- 
dia  Company,  the  qualities  of  that  priftce. 
and  difcover  alfo,  perfiaps  when  it  is  to<!i 
late,  how  groflly  they  have  been  abufed  b^ 
mifreprefentations  of  fatfts  and  circtiiin** 
ftances.  After  fo  old,  fo  firm,  fo  ap^- 
provcd  an  alliance,  the  fyjlem  of  expedi-^ 
ericy  now  adopted,  is  indelicate,  and  new 
experiments  may.  prove  dangerous.  •— In 
the  mean  time,  it  would  be  good  policy 
in  the  company  to  concert  with  the  old 
prince  the  choice  of  his  fucceflbr :  a  thea- 
fure  that  may  be  neceffary  to  prevent  civil 
or  family  controverfies  at  a  time  when  dif- 
union  and  diffidence,  or  even  delays  or 
incapacity^  might  fuggeft  dangerous  ideas,^ 
and  ftir  up  foreign  commotions  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel.  — Hereditary  right 
is  not  limited  in  Afia,  as  in  Europe,  to 
feniority.  It  is,  in  many  cafes,  thought 
enough,  that  dominion  pafs  into  the  hands 
10  gf 
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of  one  of  the  y^/w/^  to  whom  it  origin- 
ally belonged. 

I  OFFER  thefe  fentiments  with  free- 
dom>  being  fully  perfuaded  that  they  are 
juft.  I  have  learned  them  from  much 
converfation  with  well-informed  foreign- 
ers 'y  and  am  convinced  of  their  propriety, 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  political  and 
commercial  views  of  the  rivals  and  ene- 
mies of  the  Britifh  nation*^— I  wifli  the 
company  knew  how  feelingly  the  French 
lament  the  original  error  of  Monfieur 
Dupleix,  in  not  having  formed  a  connec- 
tion with  Mahomed- Ali-Cawn,  rather  than 
with  pretenders  and  ufurpers.  A  know- 
ledge of  this  fad:,  would  enhance  the  me- 
rit of  the  Nabob,  and  ftrengthen  their  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon  and  family. 

Adieu. 
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L  E  tt  T  E  R    ^XIV". 
To  J— ^M-.^^,-  Efq.  London. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  lothFeb.  1773^, 
MY  DEA*  $IR, 

HAVING  uiiexpfe^edly  bdcorne  con- 
fidentially acquainted  with  perfons 
of  fome  rank  here^  I  am  confirmed  in  no- 
tions I  had  long  entertafined  of  your  neigh- 
bdurs  of  the  amphibious  kin&y  which  1 
fhall  take  the  opportunity  that  now  of-^ 
fers,  of  communicating  to  you.* 

It  is  f6n1e  yeai-s  fmce  I  could  clearly 
perceive  that  Amfierdam  leaned  unnatu-  • 
rally  towards  France,  againft  Britain.  Rot- 
terdam^ the  Hague,  and  the  other  towns 
of  Holland,  are  otherwife  difpofed  5  but  t\x& 
influence  of  Amfterdam  is  great,  and  the 
Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  have  very  in- 
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conliderately'  thrown  their  weight  into  the 
fame  fcale.     The  broils  v  with   America, 
which    HolUad   has   warmly   promoted, 
together  with  French  intrigues,  have  fet 
Dutch  politics  in  motion  for  fomc  time 
part: :  ,im.6. 1  cain  aflureywt,  lh»at  the  ^.uperior 
of  this  eftablifhrqent  has  declared,  in  con- 
fidejace>"  that  t^be  Statts  wiil  endeavour  to 
keep  a  neutrality  between  the  contending 
parties;  but,  if  forced  to  cfepart  from  that 
fyftqm^  tl>at  tfbey  wUV  de^kre^fe  France/' 
Xq  the  perfons  from  whom  I  had  tJiis  in- 
telligence, I  gave  it  as  ciy  bpinioa,  that 
both    the   French  and    Englifh    nations 
\^ould  concur  in  th«  fai^e  meafttre,  not 
to  allow  Holland  **  to  milch  the.  mviy   as  flaie 
did  laft  war.    I  took  the  liberty  of  addit3g> 
that  the  people  of  that  renowned  republic, 
had  ftrangely  renounced  thofe  jfbund  max- 
ims of  policy  which  had  formcriy  dire^fted 
their  public  condud,     I  £hall  give  ym  the 
fubftance  of  the  political  lefturesr  I  have 
been  occafionally  giving  to  the  Duteh  at 
this  place,  fince  my  arrival  hither^ 
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The  rivalfhip  of  England^  I  reprefented. 
Was  not  Kkely  to  produce  any  new  difad- 
vantages  to  the  Dutch,  unlefs  they  them- 
felves  fhould  wantonly  provoke  them: 
whereas  France,  witb  greater  advan- 
tages than  England  polFcffcd,  arifing 
from  local  and  other  circumilances,  was 
bending  all  her  efforts,  not  only  to  fecurc 
the  means  of  being  the  manufadurer  'and 
carrier  of  her  own^  wants  and  luxuries, 
but  alfo  of  participating  largely  in  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  other  nations  $ 
that  the  French  nation,  even  to  a  man> 
detefted  a  Dutchman,  becaufe  his  pcrfony 
ideas,  manners,  religion,  and  the  civil  con- 
ftitution  of  his  country,  were  all  of  them 
diametrically  oppofite  to  their  own;  that 
they  would  give  no  moreof  their  confidence 
to  the  Dutch,  than  policy  and  intrigue  ren-» 
dered  neqeflary  during  the  period  in  which 
they  were  driving  their  own  points;  an 
infincerity  of  conduct  fimilar  to  that  which 
they  themfelves,  in  fpite  of  the  abilities 
and  philofophy  of  Dr.  Franklin,  were  one 
day  to  experience  in  the  Americans,— I 
N  2  declared. 
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declared,  /what  I  knew  to  be  truth,  that 
the  French  had  fuccefsfully  raifed  the  true 
cinnamon,  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs, 
in  the  Ifle  of  Mauritius  * ;  and  had  fent 
plants  to  Cayenne,  all  ftolen  from  Ceylon, 
Amboyna,  znd  Ban Ja.  Such  were  the  happy 
effedts  df  Dutch  partiality  and  French 
treachery  !  I  urged,  farther,  the  vaft  fums 
which  Holland  had  entrufted  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  funds ;  and  could  not  imagine  they 
would  break' through  t&at  bond  of  attach- 
ment, if  a  total  change  fliould  not  take 
place  in  their  very  niatures,  if  they  (hould 
not  become  completely  mad.  While  open 
war  or  fecret  jealoufies  fubfifted  between 
the  houfes  of  Aujiria  and  Brandenburgh, 
France  could  never  penetrate  into  Hol- 
land ;  whereas  every  port,  confequently 
the  whole  trade  and  navy  of  Holland^ 
would  be  expofed  to  the  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  &c. 

^  It  was  fuppofed  that  there  would  be  (hipped  home 
this  year,  from  the  King's  garden  alone,  10,000  lb.  weight 
of  cinnamon,  2,000 lb.  weight  of  cloves,  befides  confider- 
able  <][ttantities  of  other  fpices. 
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What  efFeft  my  political  leftures  will 
have  on  the  minds  of  my  Dutch  friends, 
I  do  not  know.  I  fufpedl  that  it  will  be 
much  the  fame  with  that  which  is  com- 
monly produced  by  ledlures  in  morality 
and  theology.  But  while  I  forefee  the 
part  the  Hollanders  will  probably  take 
in  that  conteft  which  is  likely  to  difturb 
the  world,  I  have  the  fatisfadtion  of 
being  convinced,  that  they  arc  not  thofe 
formidable  enemies  they  are  commonly 
imagined  to  be;  and  that,  fliould  they 
venture  on  war,  they  will  foon  repent  of 
their  raQinefs,  and  wi(h  for  nothing  fo 
much  as  for  peace  with  England* 

You  may  be  affured,  my  friend,  that 
there  is  not  a  government  on  earth  which, 
with  fo  much  art  and  fuccefs,  conceals 
from  public  view,  and  in  fome  meafure 
even  from  itfelf,  the  dangerous  precipice 
over  which  it  is  fufpended,  as  the  High 
and  Mighty  States  of. Holland.  When  it 
falls,  as  it  muft  do,  pofterity  will  be  loft 
in  enquiring  into  the  circumftances  which 
N  3  fcrved 
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fcrved  fo  long  as  props   to  the  bafelefs 
fabric. 


It  is  well  known,  that  of  all  the  branches 
of  Dutch  commerce,  that  with  India  has 
^ver  be^n  confidered,  both  by  themfelves 
jind  foreign  nations,  as  the  chief.     It  tvas 
this  that  enabled  them  to  contend  with 
fucccfs  againft  Philip  11.  and  Philip  III, 
of  Spain,  the  moft  powerful  monarchs  of 
the  age  in  which  they  lived.     The  gold  of 
the  weftern  world,  and  the  renown  of  the 
Spanifli  name,  were  oppofed  in  vain  to  the 
rich  produdlions  of  the  Eaft,  and  the  per- 
fevering  induftry  of  an  infant   republic, 
contending  for  religious  and  civil  liberty. 

That  branch  of  commerce  which  firift 
4?xaltcd  them,  the  Dutch  nation  ftill  regard 
as  the  chief  fource  of  their  wealth.  It  is 
this  that  is  the  grand  fupport  of  their  hope 
itnd  their  pride.  They  well  know,  that  in 
nn  enlightened  age  they  cannot  enjoy 
^hofe  iadvantages  which  in  times  of  qbfcu- 
rity  they  derived  from  prudence,,  perfeve- 
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ranee,  and  refolution;  atid  above  all,  from 
heocflity,  the  mother  of  invention ;  and 
diftrefs,  the  parent  of  virtue.  The  nations 
of  Europe  do,  many  of  them,  nmnufavfturc 
or  import  thofe  articles  themfelves,  with 
which  they  were  formerly  fupplied  from 
Holland.  The  rocks  of  St.  Euftatius  and 
Saba,  and  the  fand-batik  Curacoa,*  are 
adapted  only  to  the  clandeftine  trade  to 
which  they  have  been  made  fubfervient, 
againft  the  faith  of  nations  and  of  men. 
Their  fettlements  between  the  Oronookc 
and  the  Amazon,  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  have,  by  a  condudt  unwbrthy  of 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  who  fought  for 
religion,  liberty,  and  justice,  under  the 
banners  of  the  firft  William  Prince  of 
Orange,  fallen  into  a  difcfedit,  which, 
added  to  the  expenfive  labour  of  draining 
and  clearing  the  land,  the  maintenance  of 
fubordination  among  flaves  on  a  continent, 
and  that  unhealthfulnefs  of  climate  which 
has  proved  fatal  to  procreation,  threatens 
the  decline  of  this  oftce  pi'omifing  colony. 
It  is  to  Afia  alone  that  the  Dutch  look, 
N  4  with 
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yvith  fond  hopes  of  drawing  the  mca|i$ 
of  private  and  pubjic  profperity.  But 
when  .  the  fatnjed  eftablifhments  of  th^ 
Dutch  ift^jthc  Eaft  are  ftripped  of  fheif 
falfe  glare  and  external  prrjaments,  a  poop, 
emaciated  body  appear s^  with  alj  the  fymp- 
tpms  pf  a  galloping  confumption.  Their 
Eaft-Injdia  trade  has  elevated  them  into  an 
air  too  fine  for  the  refpiration  of  fuch 
heavy  bodies,  and  threatens  to  hurl  them 
b^ck  into  their  orijginal  moraf^. 

The  numerous  con^mercfal  eftabjiflir 
ments  ar^d  cplonies  of  Holland  in  the 
Eaftern  hemifphere,  were  wrefted  fronji 
the  Pprtuguefe  by  treacjiery  and  fofce  of 
arms  s  or  ufurped  frpm  the  pative  pror 
prietors  by  aflaflinations,  perfidy,  and  opr 
preffion:  the  fettlement  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  alone  is  an  exception,  which 
the  juftice  of  a  furgeon  purchafed  from  the 
Hottentots  for  about  4,000 1.  in  merchan- 
dize. The  Englifh  Eaft-Indja  Company, 
among  others,  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
afts  of  barbarity  from  thofe  avaricious 
,  ufurpers. 
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ufurpers,  which  gives  them  at  this  mo- 
jnent  a  right  to  revive  a  dormant  claim  on 
fome  of  their  moft  valuable  fpice-fettle- 
inent3.  I  fhall,  perhaps,  hereafter  (hew 
the  pradicability  of  laying  open  the  fpice^ 
trade  to  other  nations  2ls  well  as  the 
Dutch,  and  demonftrate  the.  peculiar  ad-  ' 
vantages  that  would  thence  accrue  to  the 
Britifh  nation  and  EngUfh  Eaft^India 
Company.  At  prefent  J  fhall  content  my- 
felf  with  ftating  the  profits  which  arifc 
from  the  fpice-trade  alone,  and  (hew,  not- 
withftanding,  the  declining  ftate  both  of 
the  Dutch  nation  and  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany %  V 

Upon  the  whole,  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land, that  famous  ftrufture  which  excited 
the  admiration  and  jealoufy  of  Europe, 
has  been  undermined  by  its  own  degene- 
rate offspring.  That  power  which  fet 
limits  to  the  fea,   and  even  invaded  her. 

•  The  calculation  which  was  here  introdaced,  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix^  under  the  letter  A,  p.  i. 

bounds. 
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bounds,  will  fpeedily  vanifh  like  a  vifion. 
It  is  faid,  that  one  evident  fymptom  of  a 
confumptive  conftitution,  is  an  infenfibi- 
lity  of  its  declining  date.  This  is  exactly 
the  cafe  of  Holland :  a  people  who  under- 
ftand  the  rules  of  calculation,  the  princi- 
ples of  politics,  the  nature  of  commerce, 
^nd  the  various  fprings  which  give  vigouf 
and  permanency  to  all  other  powers  in 
Europe,  cannot,  or  will  not,  behold  their 
own  rapid  declenfion. 

So  rapacious  is  the  avarice,  and  un- 
bounded the  ambitibn  of  this  Republic, 
that  ihe  fecretly  labours  to  deftroy  an  old 
and  faithful  ally,  regardlefs  of  that  certain 
deftruftion  to  herfelf,  which  mufl  flow 
from  fo  ftrange  a  c6ndu(ft.  Whether  Great 
Britain  fliall  have  a  profpefous  bt  an  un- 
fortunate iflue  out  of  her  prefent  troubles, 
who  can  tell  ?  But  this  we  may  predid, 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  certainty, 
that  if  Holland  fhould  declare  againft  Eng- 
land, (he  would  thereby  only  haften  her 
own  deftrudion^  Before  England  becomes 

bankrupt. 
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bankrupt,  Holland  will  W  ruined.     Eng- 
land has  refourccs  which  will  enable  her 
to  enierge  from  a  fea  of  troubles ;  whereas 
Holland,  with  all  the  qualities  of  an  am- 
phibious  animal,    once    immerged,    will 
never  rife  again.     To  aggravate  her  mif- 
fortunes,  they  will  be  of  her  own  feeking, 
and  fhe  will  fall,  unpitied  and  unlamcnted. 
What  would  appear  venial  in  the  condudr 
of  other  nations,  in  that  of  Holland  will 
be  thought  unpardonable.     Impatient  of 
tyranny,  the  founders  of  that  Republic  re- 
fitted the  oppreffive  power  of  Spain,  with 
a  f^irit  and  perfeVerance   which  adorned 
human  nature,  and  which  could  have  been 
infpired  only  by  a  regard  to  religion,  and  a 
love  of  freedom  and  juftice.— Their  dege- 
nerate offspring,  without  a  fhadow  of  pro-^ 
vocation,  exercife  on  others  fuch  opprief- 
fions  as  thofe  againft  which  their  brave 
anccftors  took  up  arms  with  glorious  fuc-? 
Cefs :   and  '  the  impartial  tribunal  of  the 
Omnipotent  is  likely  to  difplay  its  juftice, 
by  making  thjit  avarice  and  ambition  which 
'5  were 
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were  the  fource  of  their  crimes,  the  means 
of  their  deftru6tion. 


The  vain,  pompous,  and  ridiculous  ftatc 
difplayed  by  the  Dutch  Eaft- India  Com- 
pany in  Batavia,  together  with  thofe  nu- 
merous governments  by  which  they  main- 
tain their  oppreffions,  has  not  only  diverted 
the  directors  in  Europe  of  their  conftitu- 
tional  authority,  and  transferred  it  to  their 
fcrvants  in  Afia,  the  mighty  lords  of  their 
own  creation ;  but  has  devoured,  or  di- 
verted into  private  channels,  that  gain 
which  arifes  from  their  ufurpation,  but 
which  might  have  been  obtained  by  means 
Icfs  oppreflive,  and  more  confonant  to 
juftice. 

From  thofe  ideas  of  imaginary  power, 
influence,  and  wealth,  expedled  from  the 
trade  with  India,  proceeded,  firft  the  ne- 
gledt,  and  then  the  entire  abolition  of 
manufadlures,  which,  in  an  artificial  coun- 
try like  Hplknd,  is  the  only  fource  of  po-  ^ 
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pulatlon.  The  fame  falfe  ideas  have  in- 
troduced luxury,  and  a  fpecies  of  mixed 
afFedation,  partaking  of  the  frivolity  of  the 
airy  Frenchman,  and  the  auftere,  haughty 
refer ve  of  the  free-born  Englifh.  From 
thefe  two  fatal  caufes,  the  introduiSion  of 
luxury,  and  the  decay  of  manufadures,  the 
United  Provinces  havef  been  gradually  de- 
populated, and  the  principles  of  their  in- 
habitants have  greatly  degenerated.  lado- 
lence  and  pleafure,  the  parents  of  idlenefs 
and  corruption,  have  undermined  the  foun- 
dations of  a  republic  v^rhich  was  founded 
on  induftry,  temperance,  and  frugality. 

The  population  and  wealth  of  this  cele- 
brated republic,  are  now  almoft  wholly  con- 
finipd  within  the  gates  of  two  cities  :  I  mean 
Amfterdam  and  Rotterdam.  The  ftand- 
iqg  army  of  the  States  General,  in  times  of 
profound  peace,  confifting  of  38,000  e'f- 
fe(ftives,  contain  not  in  that  number  2,000 
natives.  The  navigation  of  the  republic 
is  carried  on  by  a  number  of  feamen,  pf 
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which  three-foufths  are  foreij^ners.  Hcif 
navy  confifts  of  87  flups  o£  war,  in  good 
condition,  whi^i^h  lie  in  feveral  different 
ports,  creating  4ak%  expef>ee5,  finkiag  the 
int^rcft  of  their  ca|>ital^  ai^l  the  capital  it- 
^Jf  hy  degrees^      ': 

.  5^T  notwitfcftanding  this  apparently 
fprmidal)U  navyy  it  has  beien  found 
iij^iprafticaWe  to  man  a  fifty- gtm  fhip 
within  a  ihortir  time  thadJi*  fomr  months, 
even  in  times  of  peace,  with  all  the  en- 
deavours of  the  aihleflb  and  moft  active  of* 
ficer  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  *f  and 
when  fhe  went  to  fea,  out  of  about  450 
reputed  feamen*,  thje  captain  and  his  offi- 
c^ers  could  not  roiftfter  twenty-fi:ve  men  ca- 
jpable  of  aftuyaj  dirty*  Mercenaries  are  a 
tempprairy,,  but  precarious  aid,  having  no 
^fttlefflfinrts  in  Ae  coimtry  they  lervci  no 
famiHea,.  jio  atts^chimentSu:  and  whofc  pe« 

f  Captain  May^  an  EngUiHman^  whofe  fervice  m  Hol- 
land is  a  real  lofs^  in  a  two-fold  fenfe^  to  his  native  country, 
inrkick  he  fincerely  loves* 
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cUniarjr  acquifition^,  like  a  balance  of 
trade,  tend  ultimately  to  impqverifh  tW 
ftate  in  which  they  have  been  acquired^ 
and  to  enrich  thofe  to  which  they  are 
tranfported.  It  ri>ay  be  afked,  of  what- 
toighty  advantage  is  their  extenfive  navy 
to  the  United  Frovineea^  without  fe^nen 
on  whom  they  can  (hp^^,  and  wit;hQijt 
a  poffibility  of  arming  a  fhip  of  the  line 
in  any  port  of  Holland  ?  From  Aoifter- 
dam,  their  great  port,  a  fhip  of  war  mufl 
be  condu<a:ed  out  of  the  harbour  without 
niafts,  fails,  rigging,  guns,  flores,  provi- 
fions,  or  even  ballaft,  being  buoyed  by  a 
machioe  which  they  call  a  camei.  Thijis 
expofed,  might  not  the  port  of  Amfter- 
d^m,  wherein  near  half  the  navy  of  Hoi-' 
land  is  equipped,  and  whi^h  is  the  mart 
of  four-fifths  of  its  whole  trade,  he  £hut 
uifv  by  two  light  frigates  ?  And  if  fo^  how 
much  is  the  Dutch  nation  at  the  mercy  of 
Britain  ? 

The  boafted  wealth  of  Holland  is  uni- 
verfally  mifconceiyed,  and  in  a  great  iwa- 
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fure  imaginary.  Her  extenfive  trade  Ir 
carried  on  by  a  circulation,  whereof  credit 
is  the  bafis;  and  that  credit  is  founded 
on  a  tenure  more  vague  than  even  its 
Eaftern  fpeculations,  becaufe  it  is  blended 
with  the  profperity  and  honour  of  other 
nations,  and  becaufe  the  Republic  wants 
power  to  enforce  its  claims,  in  cafe  of  any ' 
delinquency  arifing  from  injuftice,  caprice, 
or  ncceffity. 

The  decline  of  manufadtures  has  thrown 
the  whole  command  of  the  wealth  of  this 
country   into  the  judaic  hands  of  fubtlc 
brokers  of  Amfterdam.     Thefe  men  con-* 
fpire    with    negociators  to   promote  their ' 
mutuar  advantage,  at  the  expence  of  their 
ignorant,  and  often  miflcd,  country  con- 
ftituents,  by  over-rating   the  value,  and' 
enhancing  the  price  of  fecurities,  over  and 
above  their  eftabliflied  commiflions. 

The  general  and  particular  flates  and 
corporations  of  the  United  Provinces,  have 
contraxjted  debts  equal  to  eighty  millions 
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6f  Britifli  pounds,  at  a  Very  low  rate  df 
intereft.  Foreign  nations  have  contrafted 
debts  in  Holland  nearly  equal,  (including 
the  property  which  the  Dutch  poffefs  in 
the  Britifli  flocks)  for  which  they  pay  a 
higher  rate  of  intereft.  Thefe  twti  fumS 
arc  the  imaginary  property  of  the  indivi- 
dual fubjedls  of  the  Republic,'  except  fuch 
fums  as  they  have  negociated  in  Antwerp, 
and  other  neighbouring  towns  and  ftates 
in  Germany>  which  by  right  fliould  be 
deduded  out  of  the  calculation.  The 
difference  between  the  intereft  paid  by  the 
general  and  particular  ftates  of  the  United 
Provinces^  and  that  which  is  paid  to  them 
by  foreigners,  is  the  fund  whereon  the 
people  fubfift  ;  the  profits  and  commifSonsr 
of  merchants  and  brokers  being  iiigrofled 
by  a  few  individuals ;  and  agriculture  not 
being  fufficient  to  fiiritifli  bread  and  ani- 
mal food  to  a  fixth  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
On  the  foundation  of  thefe  loans,  and  the 
ncgociation  of  aftions/  or  obligatioris  cir- 
culated from  hand  to  hand  as  articles  of 
commerce,  are  the  vaft  fpeculations  of  thd 
Vol.  I.  O  mercantile^ 
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mercantile,  calculating  geniufes  of  EfoU 
land  formed.     The  fpecies  of  gold,  filver, 
and  copper  in  the  country,  cannot  amount 
to  ten  millions  fterling :  the  annual  circu- 
lation may  be  computed,  moderately,  to 
be  three  hundred  millions  fterling,  exclu- 
five   of  nominal    ftock-jobbing ;  that  is,, 
the  entire  coinage  circulates  in  idea  thirty 
times     in    every     year.      The    coins    of 
intrinlic  value  are   not  current   by  legal 
tak ;  and  thofe  that  are  legally  current  by 
tale,  bear  not  any  juft  proportion  to  their 
current  value ;  fuch  is  the  bafe  quality  of 
their  filver  and  copper  coins.     Hence  it 
happens,  that  thofe  of  real  value  become 
articles  of  commerce,  fludluating  in  their 
value,  and  liable  not  only  to  mutilation, 
but   to  tranfportatioa  to  other  countries^ 
They  are  therefore  often  re-coined,  to  the 
certain  detriment  of  the  country  on  which 
that  lofs  muft  ultimately  fall,  which  arifesfc 
from  clipping,  milling,  and  common  wean 
But  this  is  a  fpecies  of  policy  favourable:^ 
to  circulation,  and  more  fo  to  the  bank  at 
Amfterdam,  whofe  direftors,  the  city  ma- 
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giftrates,  have  contrived  a  municipal  law, 
by  which  all  foreign  bills  of  exchange  are 
paid  in  the  bank ;  whereas  all  demands  on 
the  bank  are  negociable  only  by  transfers  : 
a  fyftem  which  multiplies  circulation,  ex- 
tends the  influence  of  the  bank,  and  art- 
fully conceals  the  application  of  the  funds, 
which  the  credulous  part  of  the  world  arc 
taught  to  believe  to  be  idly  immured  with- 
in the  ftupendous  walls  of  the  ftadt-houfe. 
That  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a  myfterious  in"^ 
fluence  indeed,  which  can  add  in  an  inftant 
from  four  to  five  per  cent,  to  the  value 
of  money  lodged  in  tJbaf  fabric;  which 
the  fame  money  could  never  be  made  to 
acquire  in  any  other  place,    not   in   the 
ftrongeft  repofitofies,  and  under  the  moft 
watchful  guafds  that  can  be  conceived  by 
hurhan   imagination, — To  penetrate   the 
art  by  which  fuch  an  influence  is  to  be 
acquired,  would  doubtlefs  be  a  difcovery 
equal  to  that  of  the  philofopher's  ftone*. 


•  This  magicalincrcafe  of  value,  they  call  the  a^'o  of 
the  banJK* 
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The  wealth  and  fecurity  of  Holland 
being  thus   dependent  on  the  profperity 
of  all  the  fVates  in  Europe  who  have  bor- 
rowed her  treafttres,  it  is  evidently  her  in- 
tereft  to  be  the  conftant  mediator  of  peace. 
In  behalf  of  Britain,  efpecially,  fhe  fhould 
exert   every  nerve,   becaufe   at  leaft   two 
thirds  of  all  her  foreign  loans  are  fecured 
on  the  credit  of  that  nation  :  and  although 
flie  receives  a  lower  rate  of  intereft  from 
the  Britifh  funds  than  from  the  contracts  of 
other  nations,  ftie  ought  to  remember  that 
it  is  the  ready  circulation  which  the  fu- 
perior  credit  of  the  Britifh   funds   alone 
yield,    that  gives  life  and  vigour   to  all 
her  mercantile  purfuits.    Suppofe  then  the 
Britifh  nation   a  bankrupt,    can  the   ten 
millions  of  aftual  fpecie  in  Holland  al- 
ready veiled,  or  in  circulation,  but  intrin- 
fically  not  worth  eight  millions,  fupport 
alfo    that  circulation   which   arofe   from 
near  fifty  millions  in  the  Britifh  funds,  or 
fecured  by  Britifh  fubjedts  ?  It  is  the  want 
of  credit  alone  that  can  fhut  up,yar  a  time, 
the  refourccs  of  Britain :  and  that  vwint  of 
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credit  can  only  be  brought  about  by  Dutch 
irrefolution,  inattention,  ingratitude,  or  a 
mixture  of  all  three.  But  if  the  public 
credit  of  Britain  be  fhaken,  the  commercial, 
and  of  courfe  the  public  credit  of  Holland 
will  alfo  be  fhaken  $  fince  the  credit  of 
Holland  depends  on  that  of  Britain.  And 
iarther,  Britain,  from  her  various  refources, 
can  ftruggle  more  efFeftually  and  longer 
with  difcredit  than  Holland  can,  where 
credit  is  the  only  fpring  of  comnacrce; 
therefore  Holland  muft  fall  a  facrifice  to 
her  own  perfidy  and  folly,  before  {he  can 
perpetrate  her  ungrateful  purpofes  on  a 
great  nation,  whp  is  even  now  her  beft 
friend,  and  natural  ally.  But  what  if  Eng- 
land, incenfed  at  the  provoking  behaviour 
of  Holland,  fliould,  on  fome  future  occa*?- 
fion,  fequefter  the  property  which  the  fub- 
jeds  of  that  ftate  pofTefs  in  the  Britifli 
funds  and  corporate  fecurities  ?  the  exiftence 
of  the  Republic,  as  a  commercial  ftate, 
muft  inftantly  come  to  a  final  period.— 
Woe  to  Amftcrdam  !  infatuated  bj  an  un- 
O  3  natural 
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natural  ^tt^chment  to  France,  althou;gh  la 
bankrupt  upon  her  exchange,  herjealpufy, 
ambition,  and  fuperior  wealth,  domineering 
over  her  more  moderate  and  juft,  and  leis 
envious  colleagues  in  the  general  States, 
unhappily  for  herfelf  and  for  then),  guide 
the  r^ins  which  precipitate  her  country, 
firft  into  injuftice,  and  then  into  deftruc- 
tion. 

I  HAVE  mentioned  fome,  but  nqt  all  the 
inftances  in  Mrhich  Holland  has  impofed 
on  the  eafy  creduUty  of  other  nations. 
Her  internal  police  has  hitherto  been  con- 
ducted on  the  principles  of  wifdom  and 
juftice :  but  (he  is  in  reality  as  much  uur 
acquainted  with  civil  liberty,  a^  ihe  is  op- 
prefled  by  taxes.  There  is  not  a  govern- 
ment in  Europe  that  exercifes  internal 
tyranny  more  defpotically  than  the  ma* 
giftracy  of  the  United  Provinces  :  nor  any 
which  exacts  fp  great  a'  proportion  of  pri-, 
vate,  in  order  to  fecure  public  property* 
But  the  public  revenue,  as  well  as  the  ior 
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tcrnal  police  of  Holland,  is  admirably  well 
condud:ed.  It  is  levied  in  a  ipanner 
worthy  of  the  antient  legiflators  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  fuitable  "to  that  at- 
tention  which  ysz,^  formerly  paid  to  cohit 
merce  and  mercantile  credit,  th^  bafis  of 
the  power  and  reputation  of  that  nation, 
A  deviation  from  thofe  principles  whicl^ 
govern  the  internal  police  and  public  re- 
venues of  the  Republic,  would  foon  unite 
the  Harlemermer  and  the  Zuyder  fea,  in 
fpite  of  thofe  narrow,  unfubftantial  arches 
which  arrogantly  labour  to  keep  them 
afunder.  The  llimy  fubftance  which  the 
torrents  of  the  Rhine  carry  into  the  bedi 
of  the  canals  of  Holland,  and  which  of 
courfc  raife  the  waters  with  which  they 
arc  filled  to  greater  and  greater  height^ 
render  it  neceflary  to  raife,  in  the^ 
fame  proportion,  the  dykes  withip  which 
they  are  confined:  this  will  -require 
more  folid  matter  than  mixed  ftrata  of 
land  and  loam,  the  remains  of  turf-pits 
0  4  moft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


aoo  T  R  A  V  E  L  S 


m 


moft  injudicioufly  cxhaufted  ^f.  The  vw^ 
Icncc  of  porthern  ftorms  dafhing  againft 
Ithe  fand-dykes  which  guard  the  coafts  of 
Holland  j  the  terrors  of  a  jundion  between 
the  Maefe  and  the  Texel,  and  the  Harlein 
and  Zuyder  fcas^^  will  furnifh  inceflant  emrf 
ployment  for  the  wealth  as  well  as  the 
vigilance  of  the  Dutch;  which,  while  it 
will  tend  to  curb  their  anibition  and 
power,  will  render  them  ufeful  examples 
of  induftry  and  perfeyeranco  tp  their 
neighbour^. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  the 
length  of  which  I  am  afraid  has  already 
pxhaufted  your  patience,  I  muft  mention  a 
faift,  which  (hews  the  declining  ftate  of 
patch  commerce  and  power  in  a  manner 
iliU  more  ftriking  than  all  the  foregoing 
yeafoning, 

f  The  Datcbj  to  whom  the  funics  of /iV-^m/  appear 
equally  unhealthy  and  oflfeniive,  hare  carried  off,  for  the 
f  i^rpofe  of  fu^lj  that  turfy  foil  which  fupplied  inatefial|( 
fj)r  their  old  dykeS|  and  in  |naov  places  nothiog  is  left  but 
sraveU 
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The  original  eftablifliments  of  the 
Dutch  company  in  Afia  were  fo  con?- 
fiderable,  and  the  mortality  there  fo  great, 
that  they  required  nearly  an  annual  fup- 
ply  of  5,000  recruits,  to  uphold  about 
7,000  effedtive  Europeans  in  garrifons  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Java,  Ceylon, 
the  Malabar  coaft,  Coromandel  coaft,  Ben- 
gal, Sumatra,  Molucca,  Siam,  and  the 
Eaftern  and  Molucca  iflands.  Of  late,  nci- 
ceffity,  not  a  fpirit  of  ceconomy^  or  lefs 
apprehenfion  of  danger,  has  forced  them  to 
fubmit  to  a  reduftion  of  their  whok  Eu?- 
ropean  force  in  Afia  to  about  3,000  men, 
diftributed  in  their  feveral  garrifons  thus, 
—at  the  Cape,  under  500;  Java  under 
1,0005  Ceylon,  about  500;  the  eaft 
coaft  of  Hindoftan  and  Bengal,  250; 
the  Malabv  coaft,  about  200 ;  the  coafts 
of  Sumatra,  Malacca,  and  Siam,  about 
150;  and  the  iflands  of  Borneo,  Celebes^ 
Ternante,  Timer,  &c.  comprehending  the 
Molucca  fpice- iflands  of  Banda  and  Auit 
tioyna,  about  400. 

P.  S. 
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P.  S.  One  of  the  .Emperor's  (hips, 
^nder  the  diredion  of  Mr,  Bolts,  arrived 
here  a  few  days  ago  from  China.  She 
brings  accounts,  that  another  vcfiel  was  to 
follow  in  the  courfe  of  a  month;  that  Mr. 
Bolts  had  been  more  fuccefsful  in  his 
enterprize  than  had  been  expected;  and 
that  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  had  ceded  to  the 
Emperor  part  of  JVIangalore.  The  Portu- 
guefe,  according  to  the  report  of  thifi  fhip, 
hemit  offered  a  territory  to  hi3  Imperial 
Majefty,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  a 
town ;  and  Mr.  Bolts  has  cftablifhed  a  co-^ 
lony  at  Rio  de  la  Gem  on  the  eaft  coaft  of 
Africa,  not  far  from  the  moft  eafterly 
Dutch  fettlement  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world  j  but  he  is  to  renniain  in  India  for 
fome  time  longer,  and  then  to  return  ta 
Europe  by  Suez.  Four  of  the  Englifh 
Company's  fhips  were  to  have  ^cd  the 
firft  of  January.  It  is  added,  that  almoft 
all  the  trading  mandarins  in  Canton  had 
become  bankrupts,  whereby  many  Euro-?- 
peans  would  be  great  fufferers.       This 
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laft  article  of  intelligence,  as  I  conceive, 
is  a  political  manoeuvre  of  the  Chinefe, 
previous  to  their  fufpcpfiqn  pC  %U  Euro- 
pean commercet 
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LETTER    XXV. 
To  J.  M Efq;  London. 


Cape  of  Good  Hope^  1 6th  April  1779* 

THIS  is  likely  to  be  the  laft  letter 
which  you  will  receive  from  me 
before  I, get  to  India.  A  DutcA  Mercury 
(a  prodigy  !)  hath  undertaken,  for  the 
price  of  about  fifty  pounds,  to  tranfport 
the  hence  ;  if  wiflics  could  add  velocity 
to  the  flight  of  th^A  mejfen^er^  my  paflfage 
would  be  a  quick  one.  I  am  to  em- 
bark in  the  fliip  M^rcure^  Captain  Dubne^ 
on  the  25th  inftarit,  for  Negapatnam,  on 
the  Coromandel  coaft.— J  have  promifcd 
a  female  relation  in  France,  a  particular 
account  of  my  obfervations  in  this  coun- 
try :  She  has  a  genius  and  underftand^  , 
ing,  which  education  and  a  love  of  ready- 
ing have  improved  above  the  generality 
pf  thofe  of  either  fey.      I  fhall  mingle 
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defcription  with  politics;  and  a  copy  of 
what  I  am  to  write  for  her  entertainment^ 
will  carry  on  this  narrative  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

I  AM  this  inftant  returned  from  accom* 
panying  and  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Barwell  *,  who  had  been  captured  in  the 
ihip  Ofterly,  and  is  now  embarked  as 
paffenger  in  one  of  the  Dutch  compapy's 
ihips  for  Holland.  I  never  part  with  an  ac- 
quaintance, without  feeling  the  impreflion 
of  foci^  love,  tindtured  with  melancholy, 
for  fqme  time  after.— With  the  fire  pe- 
culiar to  a  kindred  climate,  this  young 
gentleman  pofleflcs  a  large  portion  of 
good  fenfc,  ftrength  of  memory,  dif^ 
cernment,  and  political  addrefs;  and  | 
dojubt  not,  from  tny  obfervations  on  his 
character,  that  with  all  his  natural  warmth 
of  conftitution  and  youthful  proprafities^ 
he  is  a  friend  to  truth,  to  candour,  and 
to  honour.    He  lived  in  the  fame  houie 

*  Thb  young  gentleman  was  drowned  on  the  ogaft  of 
Zealand,  where  the  ihip  was  wrecked. 
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with  me  fiiice  the  fecond  of  March  j  and 
i  believe,  that  had  we  been  longer  toge- 
ther, I  {hould  have  reaped  advantages  frorii 
many  fenfible   and  judicious  remarks  in 
his  converfation,    although  he  has   fome 
flights,  and  a  forwardnefs  in  his  deport- 
ment.   I  wrote   you  by  him,    merely  to 
make  you  acquainted  with  each  other. — • 
He  was  fond   of   reading,    and   digefted 
what  .  he    did    read.— He   furnifhed    me 
with  the  means  of  perufing  a  work,  which 
he  thought  dry  and  infipid. — It  is  a  work 
of  great  labour  and  ingenuity  j  I  had  heard 
cf  it,  and  anxiouily  delired  to  fee  it,  be- 
caiife  it  treated  of  fuch    commercial  and 
p61itical  matters  as  have  long  furnifhed  a 
fubje(fk  of  fpeculation  in  my  folitude.— 
Thus- have   I,  accidentally,    had  an  op-i 
pottmiity  of  curforily  reading  the  laft  and 
greateft   work   that  hath  yet  appeared  oil 
the   public   ftage,    from    the    inimitable 
pen  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  '^  On  the  nature 
^  and  caufes  of  the  wealth  of  nations.**-^ 
It  is   a  fpecies  of  vanity  to  fay,    that    I 
admire  his  diiijuifitions  j  and   that  they 
.  .         •  3  difcover 
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difcover  throughout,  new  and  juft  ideas^ 
which  enlighten  the  minds  of  his  readers, 
^ven  fo  far  as  to  arm  them  with  argu- 
ments in  oppofition  to  his  own ;  and 
which,  moft  probably,  wolild  not  have 
beea  conceived,  had  not  his  fupcrior  ge- 
nius ftruck  out  new  lights  to  enlarge  the 
mind,  give  fcope  to  the  imagination,  and 
draw  afide  the  Veil  which,  from  .the  be- 

a!  ' 

ginning  of  time,  had  obfcured  the  ob-!» 
jedts  of  which  he  has  treated. — It  is  a 
performance -that  every  ftatefman  and  le- 
giflator  (hould  ftudy  and  digeft,— Yet  I 
have  prefumed  to  differ  in  opinion,  i» 
a  few  inftances,  from  that  great  fource  of 
knowledge.  I  have  done  it  with  refpecft-^ 
ful  deference;  and  I  fubmit  my  crude 
obfervations  to  your  criticifin  :  but  re- 
member, that  I  do  it  to  z.  friend^  and  not 
to  a  critic  *. 

Although  I  would  not  venture  tny 
perfon  to  the  uncertain  chance  of  a  paf- 

•  The  otfervations  arc  in  the  Appendix  B, 

-  .        fage 
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lagc  to  India  by  the  route  of  Bataviai  i 
committed,  under  Dutch  colours,  thre<i 
fcveral  letters '  to  the  G—  G— ^  in  Bengal/ 
and  to  Mr.  S'  •  ■  S  •  -^  a  gentleman  of 
,  polite  education,  abilities,  and  public  con- 
fidence in  Madras,  with  fuch  informations 
as  my  peregrinations  among  the  French, 
Dutch,  and  Danes,  furniflied  to  my  re- 

fearches.     In  my  letter  to  Mr.  H gs, 

I  was  particular  in  the  defcription  of  the 
late  naval  engagement  between  the  fqua- 
drons  under  Sir  Edward  Vernon  and  the 
Chevalier  Tronjolly,  of  which  I  was,  a  near 
and  anxious  fpe^ator. — I  reprefented  the 
very  dangerous  intercourfe  which  had  been 
carried    on   between   the  Englifh    prefi- 
dencies    and    the    French    governors    in 
Hindoftan ;  the  prefent  ftate  and  force  of 
the  Freach  Iflands,  with  the  oppreffions 
exercifed  by   governor   de   la  Brillanncj 
the  political  nccefllty  of  conquering  them, 
and  the  eafieft  mode  of  efFefting  it,  with 
manifefl    advantages    to    the   inhabitantsi 
and  the  Britifli  company  and  nation  j  the 
views  of  France    in   India,    and  oft  the 
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iiiiiii  Mbti^hake,  oh  th^  6aft  cdafl  of 
Aiiki;  tht  ci^nl talons  ef  the  French, 
6oth  Ih  Pondifchii-iy  and  the  iHands,  at 
th«  efcape  b£  governot  Chevalifer  from 
Ghanderhagere^  iii  t^hom  the  govferhmtht 
dT  Ffaiiefe  t-elled  their  chief  dependence 
Teir  pSIiticiil  ififbriiiafidh  afid  feddrefi,  feir 
<Be  |)ttrpdffb  cff  jplannihg  and  cxfefciiting 
their  dtfigns  in  India;  and  t  took  flie  li- 
berty of  pointing  out  the  dangerous  eonfe- 
quences  X)f  fulFcrihg  either  M;  Chevalier 
or  M.  BcUecombe  to  repair  to  France,  as 
the  repiitafion  of  M.  Bellccombe  was  as 
diftinguifhed  in  arms  as  M.  Chevalier  was 
in  politics. 

Being  heartily  wearied  with  writing, 
inftead  of  communicating  various  mat- 
ters which  have  occurred  fince  my  ar- 
rival here,  I  refer  to  the  accompanying 
papers,  N**  i  to  7— comprehending  copies 
of  letters  to  London,  to  the  Hague,  to 
France,  to  Madras,  and  to  Bengal;  their 
chief  entertainment  will  be  the  intereft 
which  you  may  have  in  what  concerns 
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me,  and  the  new  ideas  which  mmy  cir- 
cumftances  will  convey  to  your  patriotic 
mind,  concerning  national  affairs.  At 
any  rate,  they  ftiay  f&^yo  as  memoran- 
dums to  myfelf,  if  ever  I  have  the  good 
fortune  to  return  to  Europe ;  but  let  me 
entreat  you  not  to  communicate  my  let- 
ters, unlefs  partially,  and  under  the  iacred 
feal  of  confidence.  Thi^,  however,  hav- 
ing been  originally  underftood^  it  is  un- 
juft,ta  furmife  the  contrary,  and 

lam,  Sec 
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LETTER     XXVL 

Mrs.  i"">   Francci 


Aiia,  Penlnfula  of  Indoftan^  Negapatnam^ 

iftjuiy,  iTj^. 

MY    DEAR    MADAM,' 

IN  fix  letters,  if  fortune  has  granted 
tbem  a  fafe  conveyance  to  your  fair 
hands,  you  have  had  an  unpleafant  nar- 
rative of  my  peregrinations,  from  the  time^ 
of  our  parting  until  the  latter  end  of 
January,  when  I  arrived  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  During  my  long  refidence 
among  the  formal  and  dull  inhabitants  of 
that  placd,  nothing  occurred  which,  tor 
your  delicate  tafte  and  fprightly  imagina- 
tion, could  have  been  matter  of  enter- 
tainment. In  that  unfocial,  inhofpitable, 
bborifhj  and  mercenary  community,  where 
•very  thijig  in  human  form  fcems  to  be 
P  2  move4 
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moved  mechaiilGally  by  fprings  and  pcn^ 
dirlums,  there  is  an  uninterefting  feme- 
nefs,  a  tedioas  umfornarty^-  barran  of  all 
incident  and  anecdote;  and  therefore  not 
very  likely  to  fupply  materials  for  the 
amufemeirt  of  leifi!it?e,  by  fucfi  relatione 
as  might  eaftly  fwell  a  letter  from  Londoa 
or  Paris,  oc  moft  other  great  towns  in 
Enrlbpc* 

BtTT  though  the  unvaried  coutfiJ  of 
life,  and  imth^imatcd  manners  of  the  Dutch^ 
afforded  not  matter  for  a  fcries  of  letters 
from  the  Cape ;  when  I  take  a  retrolpee- 
tivc  view  of  that  fcene,  and  confider  it  as* 
one  objed,.  it  yields  fcape  for  various  ob* 
fervations,  whith  you  may  think  not  un* 
intereiling.  The  Mynheers  and  Hotten-^ 
tots,  together  with  the  delightful  country^ 
they  poflefs^  fliall  therefore,  if  I  can^,, 
contribute  one  fetter  at  leaft  to  your 
amufement ;  which,  by  the  way,  when  t 
write  to  you,  Madam^  is  not  die  only 
objeft  I  have  in  view.  I  knov^  you  are- 
capable  of  making  improvements  on  my 
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c|wferv,atbns,  and  <^  reflsftipg  knowledge 
OJ9  the  amhor  of  yqur  infprpiatipn.  It 
will  l;)etbe  higheft  iatisfa<aion  to  me,  to 
he  the  inftrwment  of  fiftlaxgiqg,  ip  any 
tdegrep,  your  knowledge  of  reroot?  cpun- 
tries,  and  of  the  various  purfuij:3  of  man- 
kind :  ohje<fts  which,  I  koQWf  engage 
much  of  your  attention  1  though  the  fen- 
fibility  of  your  nature,  to  the  fortuae  of 
your  feUow-cre*ture«,  renders  accounts 
of , human  ch^r^ers,  cooduft,  and  firte, 
0/  all  other  fubje^s,  tp  yqu  the  mofl; 
intereftii^g*  And  kftly,  by  writing  to 
you,  I  rcyive  iq  my  breafl;  thofe  pkafing 
fentiments  which  your  prefence  fLways 
infpired,  and  which  .ab&nce  has  nQt  di^ 
minifhecL 

I  SMBARKLED  at  the  Cape  pn  board 
of  a  Putch  ^p  bound  for  India,  <m  the 
evening  of  the  26th  of  April,  withoi^t 
ri^et,  without  an  involuntary  figb,  or 
even  the  fecret  application  of  an  onion  to 
force  diiQ&mbled   tears.      In  th^    ihip  I 
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found  every  thing  clean  and  neat,  and 
plenty  without  extravagance  or  wafte. 
The  captain  and  officers  fupported  corh- 
mand  by  Runs,  without  blufter  or  afFedted 
dignity ;  and  by  thq  fame  law^  a  refpeft- 
ful  deportment  towards  each  other  was 
preferved  according  to  rank.  Their  :mu- 
tual  compliments;  though  neither  high 
nor  frequent,  were  without  grin  or  gri- 
mace, plain  and  fincere.  Had  I  been  im- 
mured in  a  Carthufian  friary,  I  could  not 
have  been  fubjeded  to  greater  filence, 
than  that  to  vvhich  I  voluntarily  fubmit** 
t^d  in  tl^is  floating  manfion,  without  mur- 
muring. My  inteflines  were  pretty  well 
feufed,  as  every  marfel  I  ate  was  pre-? 
pared  wi^h  yinegar.  Such  was  the  hard- 
nefs  of  the  bifcuit,  that  I  muft  have 
fared  haid,  if  I  had  not  been  fortunately 
blefled.with  good  teeth.  But  compare, 
my  friend,  this  account  with  my  defcrip-r 
tipns  of  the  Brijfon,  Pintade^  and  Favori, 
and  then  judge,  whether  I  (hould  not  have 
f?afpn  to  prefff  twelve  months  imprifp.n-? 
. .  ment; 
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ment  in  a  ihip  of  Mynheers  to  a  confine- 
jment  of  as  many  days  with  the  Monfieurs 
Ht  jfca/ 

■  ■     "       *■    » 

I  SHALL  forbear  to  defcribe  the  ftrong, 
athletic,  clean  forms'  of  the  uncivilized; 
but  not  favage,  natives  of  the  Niccabaf 
iflands,  whom  I  faw  with  my  eyes  5  or 
the  elegant  figures,  beauty,  and  gal* 
lantry  of  the  fair  dames  of  Mauritius  and 
Bourbon,  of  whom  the  tyranny  of  M. 
de  Brillanne  forced  me  to  judge  chiefly 
by  reports  I  haften  to  entertain  you  with 
tjjie  defcfiption  of  a  place  where  the  foil 
is  capable  of  yielding  all  the  neceflaries, 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  5  where 
the  climate  and  air  favour  not  only 
the  vital  funftions,  tut  compofe  the 
foul,  and  irifpire  a  kiqd  of  chearfvil  fe^ 
renity, 

Is  it  then  in  the  power  of  phyfical  caufes 
to  give  happinefs  ?  Methinks  I  hear  my 
fair  relation  reply.  And  can  paradife,  which 
was  lo^  by  our  firft  anceftors,  be  in   rea^ 

P4  lity 


Digitized 


d  by  Google 


ai6         T  R  A  V  ]5  t  S  |/fc . 

lity  rpgfip^  )t^y  Te|iding.  in  any  p^^^  gjf 
this  globe  }  \Jndq\ih^]y  I  feouW  ug^ 
be  happy  in  a  folitary  ftate,  even  at  t^ 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  this  I  will  af- 
firm, after  due  refleiftipn^  that  with  the 
fricnjds  of  my  heart,  I  cojild  be  coj>t;e^)tcd 
to  fit  down  there  for  life* 

The  eftablifhmept  ^yhich  the Dgtc]^  Ff^i^ 
Jndia  company  have  m^de  qu  cither  l^e  pf 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  extfen^  io^th- 
cm  point  of  that  great  continent  wjiich 
comprehends  Europe,  Afia,  and  Afripa^^  ex- 
pends, according  to  computation,  4.50  ^ile^ 
caftward  and  weft  ward,  and  250to^^fd5t:l{q 
nprth;  To  ^hc  honour  of  the  Belgian  jr*::^, 
jet  it  bp  (aid,  that  fince  firft  they  atchieved 
their  independepce  by  a(3:ipns  the.  moft 
heroic,  and  perfpverance  the  n[xpft  won- 
derfui  in  the  annals  of  the  world;  they^ 
for  ONCE,  regulated  their  public  condudt 
by  the  laws  of  juftice :  for  the  territory 
in  which  they  planted  the  cqlony  of 
which  r  now  write,  th?y  acquired  hy  fair 
furchafe^  without  fraud,  without  trp;^chc* 

ry. 
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fym&,  time  it  ought,  ia  tnjth,  toi  te  re- 
IBi«mt»cf^,  that  thi§^8|/(?  inftancc;  of  the 
f  quity  of  the  United  Provinces  preyailing 
»ver  the  pa^o  of  avarice,  is  owing  not 
to  the  Yijrtue  f>i  the  community  fo  much 
»}  tn  t^«t  of  an  individual,  Mr.  Vm  Sse" 
kefki  a  furgeon,  who  exercifed  a  poner 
Whiph  49¥Qlved  into  his  hand$  by  chance^ 
%cc<?rdl9g  %Q  his  oqnfcienpe,  ii»  purchifing 
vvith  b^^bles,  ai)  unHmif^d  ^a#0}on  ia 
a  tefpperate  climate,  ^f  a  pfice  below 
4,oool.  fterling.  Thi^s  haying  fo  advan- 
tegepus  a  bargain,  jthe  Dutch  dar$d,  for 
unce,  to  p#en4  ^S^^  t^wr  natttr^,  and 
bejuft. 

In  this  extenfive  domain,  the  power  of 
kind  nature  forcing  its  way  in  fpite  of  the 
9ppreflfve  gi^aius  of  an  etclufive  company, 
the  pdpulj^ion  amounts  nearly  to  17,000, 
^fair  European  defcent,  ajid  about  30,00a 
Uav49,  Africans  and  Afiatics.  The  Ab-> 
orpines  of  the  country,  who  jtfe  cdle^  jHo/- 
tentfits,  and  who  are  of  a.  mild  and  tradla- 
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ble  difpofitiGn,  have  been  eafily  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  obedient  fubjedls.  They 
are  a  quiet  and  inofFenfiVe  people,  ufeful 
to  ihe  Dutch  in  many  refpedls,  particularly 
in  the  management  of  flocks  an4  herds  of 
cattle^  They  hav^  been  very  much  mifre- 
prefented  in  Europe :  and  it  is  fufprifing 
that  the  fi£tion^  which  have  beeij  propagated 
concerning  them,  ihould  fo  long  haV^e  gained 
credit  in  the  world.  It  is  not  true  that 
they  are  iti  the  practice  of  eating  rawflefli, 
or  that  they  entwine  their  bodies  with  the 
entrails  of  cattle.  They  prepare  their  food 
with  fire  ;  and  their  clothing  cohlifts  of  a 
dreflTed  hide,  which  is  tied  like  a  collar 
round  the  neck,  hangs  down  over  the 
ihoulders  near  to  the  ground,  and  is  broad, 
that  1%  may  be  wrapt  round  the  fore-part 
of  the  body:  befides  this,  they  wear  an- 
other cpverin^  offkin  round  the  loins, 
.which  reaches  half  way  down  the  thighs. 
Sometimes  they  have  a  cap  for  the  head 
andihoes/for  the  feet  of  the  fame  materials^ 
Their  fhbes  are  formed  of  a  piece  of  hidci, 
(Jrawn  cjofely  abofut  the  foot  with  thongs 
Z  of 
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of  the  fame.  Inftead  of  the  rich  oils  ufed 
as  ointment  by  the  Asiatics  and  fome  Afri- 
can natiohs,  the  Hbttefltots  anoint  their 
bodies  with  the  fat  of  cattle*. — All  na- 
tions in  the  world,  not  European  or  of 
European  defcent,  ufe  ointment  of  fome 
kind  or  other  as  a  prefervative  from  the 
colds  of  winter,  i  and  a  repellent  of  the 
heats  of  fummer.  Even  Europeans  anointed 
th«mfelves  in  former  times.  The  Muf- 
covites  do  fo  ftiik 

The  Hottentots  having  few  convenien-* 
ces  for  bathing,  and  living  in  a  climate 
where  they  are  very  frequently  involved 
in  clouds  of  duft,  have  acquired  habits 
of  dirtinefs;  but  their  ikins,  when 
waftied,  are  clear,  though  fallow.  They 
are  in  general  low  of  ftature.  Their 
features  have  a  famenefs  in  them,  and  are 
very  hard.     Their   foreheads    are  promi- 

♦  The  great  Lord  Bacon,  who  was  not  an  Hottentot, 
prefcribes  anointing  with  oil  or  butter,  as  a  means  of  pro- 
longing human  Vik.'^De  frohngAtme*vitaf 
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7pbre  is  a  %a§;glin^  natip|i  of  ^ot- 
tcn^tQtSj  in  ycry  iolatnd  parts  of  t^e  pq^r* 
tfjj  Y^o  gre  mere  fay;^ges,  h^yipg  ;iejf)jiB? 
flocks  nor  herds^  ^^^f^^f  hijts,  ^pr  fettle^ 
rcfidence.  Thefe  favages  live  by  prey^, 
and  their  abodes  are  caye?^  TQck?,  v^ 
tree^.  They  ufe  very  little  cloathing : 
fpxxx^  maintsun  that  ^ey  are  capnib^ls; 
but  of  this  I  c^ppt  affirm  ai>y  t^ipg 
with  certainty.  They  are  qnt^e^blje^ 
aiid  unmanagieable  by  any  meap?  ^at  h^ve 
yet  bpen  trie^.  They  refufe  to  copverfer 
as  other  uncivilifed  nations  reaxjjily  do,  by 
Biftural  figns ;  and  fcarce|y  deferve  to  be 
^inkc^  among  thp  human  fpecie?*  ThjC/ 
are,  happily,  very  few  in  number,  ajtfi  are 
feldom  to  be  feen  in  day-light.  They 
mak^  their  depredations  in  the  night,  like 
fo  many  wolves  and  tygers. 
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It  is  evident  thit  the  butch  letllcfiiaite 
af  tKc'Cape>  although  they  would  appear 
In  tndft  parti  cjf  the  world  extfeihely  prof- 
pci-bu^,  aye  y«  by  lid  difeanfr  in  £o  fiouriih- 
iiig  a  ftate  as  they  1;trbUld  have  been,  if  they 
had  riot  g;roaried  tthder  the  heavy  hahd  oF 
the  Eift-India  Company ;  who  have  beeii 
iftuBious  t6  difcdutage  population^  to  cT\x(h 
Ihe  fettlerSy  knd  to  Gouiiteraft*  as  much  afe 
^tfffible^  the  natural  operation  of  a  gfenial 
foil  td  enrich  its  pofiefflbfs.  From  whal 
the  colonlfts  have  dbne>  eVen  uhdfer  thfe 
difcourkgfetoWit  of  a  jealous  and  Gttjiift 
government,  we  may  imagine  what  thiy 
would  have  accomplifhed  in  more  fortunate 
circumftanccs  f  What  would  havfe  been  the 
glorious  cfftfts  of  Dutch  perfeverance,  ani- 
mated by  the  free  fpirit  of  a  Republic  t 
The  obje(5ts  of  monopolies  are  ever  op- 
pofite  to  the  general  profperity  of  the 
*  nations  to  which  th^  belong.  Their 
inlans  are  not  founded  on  the  comprehen- 
five  vfews  of  found  policy,  in  which  the 
chief  ingredient  is  juftice,  but  on  partial 
arid  narrow  prificiples  of  felfiihnefs>  wholly 
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incompatible  with  the  public  welfare.  The 
Dutch  Eafl- India  Company  adopted  the 
plan  of  an  eftablifhm^nt  on  the  foutherh 
point  of  Africa,  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
that  it  might  ferve  as  a  place  of  refrefh- 
ment  to  their  (hipping  in  their  Afiatic 
commerce.  This  end  they  have  conftantly 
kept  in  view.  The  improvement  of  their 
territories  in  that  part  of  the  world  is  not 
their  objedl.  Their  policy  dlfcourages  im- 
provements in  this  fettlement.  Were  the 
Dutch  domain  about  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  improved  and  peopled  to  that  degree 
of  culture  and  population  of  which  it  is 
fufceptible,  the  Eaft-India  Company  well 
know  that  they  would  have  reafon  to  trem- 
ble left  their  fovereignty  overit  (hould  not 
be  of  long  continuance* 

The  Cape  has  of  late  years  become  an 
important  objedt  to  the  Company  in  an- 
other view :  fince  the  decline  of  their 
profits,  by  the  uncommon  charges  which 
have  fupported  their  ufurpations,  and  their 
ambition,  the  directors  have  made  it  ai  blind 
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to  amiife  the  deluded  praprietors,  and  cre^ 
dulous  public,  with  falfe  ideas  of  folid 
ftock  and  gain. 

This  country  is  capable  of  being  made, 
by  the  fimpleft  means,  a  populous,  com- 
mercial colony.  Its  pure  and  temperate 
climate  is  favourable  to  health,  longevity, 
and  population.  Its  foil,  though  not  ap- 
parently rich,  is,  from  the  genial  tempe- 
rature of  the  air,  and  alternate  dews  and 
fun-fhine,  fo  kindly  vegetative,  that  it  nou- 
rifhes  with  little  culture,  and  alrtioft  Ipon- 
taneoufly,  whatever  the  hufbandman,  the 
botdniil,  the  florift  chufes  to  commit  to  its 
bofom.  Thus  it  is  calculated  to  produce 
whatever  is  requifite  to  the  encreafe  of 
ilocks,  horfes,  and  cattle;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  yield  wrhatever  is  neceffary  to  the 
comfortable  fubfiftence  of  the  human 
ipecies.  ^ 

The  firft  appearance  of  the  face  of  the 
Country,  as  well  as  of  the  foil,  is  unpro- 
mifing.     The  ricbcft  fpo^s  and  vales  are 
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ttiixed,  ahd  fometimes  furfoiindfcd,  hy 
ttidiintdiris  ahd  fandy  dcfcrts*  But  tftte 
even  vallics,  the  gravelly  foil,  and  the 
abounding  droves  of  horned  cattle  and 
horfes,  render  the  cckhhiuiiieationbctWeen 
one  pkfee  Arid  inbther  heltlier  difficult  lidr 
expehflvc.  This  cbiiniry  bcirig  thus  va- 
negated^  and  formed  by  the  hand  df  natiifc 
into  feparatc  diftri(^s,  is  mbre  delightful 
than  if  it  hid  beeh  aii  immerife  pliih 
bounded  bhly  by  the  ocean.  Mankind  ire 
naturally  tnbfe  attathed  to  the  places  bf 
their  nativity  ot  habitation,  when  they  art 
(ituated  amidft  del^rt^,  and  hills,  and,  ih 
fequeftercd  vales,  than  wheh  they  life  fh 
great  cities  Or  populous  canipaigns.  The 
field  or  the  "j^rove  in  which  their  father's 
Aock  a/one  fed,  and  to  which  his  family  ahPie 
reforted,  arfe  embraced  by  th©  mirid,  ifter 
long  abffehlre  ^hd  buftling  in  the  world, 
with  a  warm  attachment :  and  the  fcenes 
of  their  earlieft  and  moft  innocent  life, 
awaken  liikhf  ^h  idea  compofed  of  ten- 
derhefs  and^^aih.  This  love  of  native  fen/ 
is  not  fo  ^'rdtfht  in  thofe  who  have  lived 
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2ill  their  lives  in  great  towns,  or  in  thofc 
flat  exfpanfes  fwarming  with  inhabitants^ 
where. every  fcene  is  common  tp  thouf^nds; 
and  where  no  natural  boundaries  mark  out 
the  peculiar  haunts  the  mountain,  the  vale^; 
the  rivdr,  the  wood,  or  the  marfh,  facre4 
to  the  rural  ow^ner;  and  his  kindred  and 
domeftics.' 

It  is  from  this  principle,  I  apprehend^ 
that  perfons  who  die  at  a  diftance  from 
their  native  village ;  or,  if  in  higher  lifc^ 
from  their  native  ^uilla,  who  have  lived/ 
perhaps^  more  than  half  the^year  in  Paris 
or  LpNDON,^  when  they  feel  themfelves 
drawing  nigh  to  their  latter  end,  requeft 
their  furviving  friends  to  convey  their 
bones  to  the  country  church-yard,  the 
depofitory  of  their  forefathers,  rather  than , 
the  proudeft  maufoleum  that  the  vanity  of 
their  friends  might  creft  for  them  in  the 
^ity. — But  I  return  from  this  melancholy, 
Ijut  not  unpleaiing  digreffion,  to  thd 
fouthcrn  proniontory  of  Africa. 

ToL.  !•  Ct^  Xh« 
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The  greateft  want  of  this  country,  i« 
that  of  timber  for  building,  and  even 
for  fuel.  The  navigable  rivers  are  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other  by  great  diftanccs : 
but  canals  are  more  pra^icabk  here 
than  in  the  low  countries  of  Europe. 
The  eafl:  fide  of  the  promontory,  and  the 
Inland  parts,  are  the  richeft,  and  capa- 
ble of  the  higheft  cultivation.  The  two 
principal  parts,  I  mean  with  regard  to 
aftual  commerce,  arc  Table  Bey  and  Fal/e 
Bayy  which  are  always  fafe ;  fb  formed  and 
Sheltered,  %%  alternately  to  yield  fecurity 
againft  the  two  prevailing  winds  which 
are  peculiajr  to  that  meridian*  There 
dre  other  bays  very  fit  for  navigatioft ; 
but  the  policy  of  the  chartered  fove- 
reigns,  the  Eaft  India  Company,  has 
drawn  a  veil  over  the  true  kn<)wledgc  of 
them.  The  fame  jealoufy  which  hide^ 
the  knowledge  of  the  ports  to  which  I 
allude,  prohibits  the  inhabitaftts  from 
tranfporting,  on  any  pretext,  their  pro- 
duce and  eiFedls  to  the  principal  tow«s> 
coafl-»wife  by  water.. 
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Thje  excellent  wine^  of  the  Cape,  if" 
encouraged  aiid  improved^  would  yield  to 
Hone  in  tafte,  flavour,  or  delicacy,  and 
Without  being  either  fb  fiery,  or  fo  li- 
able to  fermentatiori,  would  be  found  to 
poffefe  all  the  falutary  qualities  of  either 
old  Rhenifh  or  Madeira,  Its  grains  are 
not  inferior  to  thofe  of  Sicily.  Aloes, 
fucotra,  myrtle- wax^  ialt,  and  paints,  it 
h  capable  of  furnifliing  in  profufion^  as 
alfo  indigo,  cotton,  and  tobacco*  It  may" 
be  made  a  ftaple  of  a  valuable  flave-tradc^ 
whale-oil,  ivory,  and  oftrich-feathers. 
it  contains  virgin  copper  and  copper  ore^ 
find  the  iappearance  of  the  foil  in  many 
jl4ace8  indicates  the  pofleffion  of  the  pre-^ 
cious  metals.  Thefe  and  other  articles 
might  be  the  fubjedt  of  an  extenfive  trade 
to  India,  America^  and  Europe  j  and  con- 
tribute as  well  to  improve  the  exports  of  a 
generous  pareftt  ftate,  in  mahufaAires  from 
the  raw  materials,  as  to  favour,  in  the 
xnoft  important  inilances,  the  balance  of 
trade,  efpecially  with  Fralice  and  Por- 
tugal. 
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The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  re- 
trains the  difcovery  of  mines,  from  prin- 
ciples of  policy,  and  from  the  fame  mo* 
lives  which  induce    them   to   check  the 
improvement  of  the  country.  They  know, 
in  the  firft  place,   that  if  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  were  fufFered  to  improve  to 
the   utmoft  thofe   advantages  which   are 
held  up  to  them  in  fo  great  abundance 
by  the  bountiful  hand  of  exuberant  na- 
ture,  that   country   would   foon    become 
too   populous   and    powerful   to    remain 
under  the  oppreffive  dominion  of  a  char- 
tered fociety  of  merchants:   and   in  the 
fecond  place,  that  fince  it  is  not  irx  their 
power  to  fecure  fo  extenlive  a  coaft  and 
country  from   invafion,    the  greateft   fe- 
curity  confifts  in  not  allowing  it  to  be- 
come an  objcdl  of  temptation.     Yet,  un- 
der a  dcfpotic  government,  oppreffive  and 
jealous  of  Improvements,  wholly  reftrained 
from   manufactures   and    commerce,^  and 
even  from  many  branches  of  agriculture, 
the  people   have  encreafed  prodigioully ; 
and  doubtlefs  the  population  would   be 
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ilill  greater,  did  not  their  Afiatic  efta- 
blifhments  feduce  many  young  men  from 
the  moft  falubrious  to  the  moft  mortal 
climates.  ' 

'  Families  in  this  place  generally  con- 
$ft  of  from  7  to  17  children,  and  fome^ 
from  18  to  27.  From  the  want  of  inter- 
courfe  with  ftrangers,  they  are  all  allied 
together  by  intermarriages;  without  feel- 
ing, however,  for  each  ot:her  any  kindred 
affedion,  and  even  without  that  fympathy 
and  fellowfliip  whigh  prevail  in  other 
pountries  among  neighbours. 

Their  perfons  are  above  the  common 
fliatilre,  the  men  being  generally  above  fix 
feet  in  height,  and  the  wqmen  tall  in  pro^ 
portion.  The  unn^^rrjed  women  are  finq 
figures,  and  h^ve  remarkably  good  com- 
plexions :  but  fopn  after  marriage  they 
J)ecome  corpulent,  and  all  their  b^pauty, 
jifter  they  have  once  entered  into  tha^ 
}ioly  fi:ate,  quickly  vanishes  away.  The 
females  appear  to  be  more  numerous  thar^ 
Ct3  th9 
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the  other  fex?.  I  compute,  diat  at  the  le^ 
five-fixth  parts  of  the  whole  number  of 
European  ddfcerit  (17,960)  i^re  fenialesf 
and  male  children  under  manhood*  About 
one  fourth  part  of  thofe  who  are  de- 
fcended  frdtn  Europeans,  refide  at  Cape 
town,  and  about  two-fifths  of  ajl  th^ 
^aves^ 

The  people  of  this  place  are  lefs  the 
defcendants  of  the  Dutch  than  of  emi- 
grant?  from  France,  (after  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edia  of  Nantz)  from  alt 
the  Proteftant  eftates  in  Germany,  an4 
from  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 

Notwithstanding  ajl  that  hai  been 
faid  of  the  political  wifdopi  of  the  Dutch j^ 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  their  Eaft 
India  Cornpahy  have  fpr  fome  time  been 
purfuing  meafures  which  favour  rather  of 
low  cunning  and  treachciy  than  of  found 
policy.  They  feem  to  have  been  led  in-? 
to  thofe  meafures  partly  by  profperity,  and 
confequently  apibitiop  >  but  principally  by 
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that  uninterrupted  peace  which  the  United 
Provinces  have  enjoyed  in  Europe  for  3  a 
years  ^  during  which  time,  for  the  fake  of 
a  little  imniediate  gain,  th^  have  been 
conftantly  ftimulating  hoftilities  between 
their  neighbours  and  allies.  Had  the 
Company,  or  rather  the  States  General, 
encouraged  their  icttlemcnt  at  the  Cap^ 
•  by  inviting  the  fettlcrs  to  avail  thcmfelves 
to  the  utmoft  of  its  fertility  and  extend 
it  would  have  been  in  a  condition  to 
fumiih  thofe  ncceilary  fupplies  of  men 
ibr  the  fecurity  of  their  Afiatic  eftablifh- 
ments,  of  which  fupplies,  the  approach 
of  a  general  war  in  Europe  threatens 
wholly  to  deprive  them.  It  is  certain^ 
that  recruits  for  the  Dutch  fettlements 
in  Afia,  have  long  been  chiefly  drawn  from 
thofe  unhappy  emigrants,  who  having  fled 
from  the  poverty  and  defpotifm'  of  Ger^- 
many,  arc  annually  kidnapped  in  Holland. 
^ut  the  avenne*  of  .emigration  will  be 
fliut  up  by  war  -,  even  greater  fupplies 
4)f  ijaen  will  be  wanted  than  ever  by 
the  Dutch  Baft  India  Company;  and 
Q^^  thefe 
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thefc  the  depopulated  ftatcs  cannot  furw 
nifh.  It  has  been  computed,  on  the  moft 
probable  grounds,  that  from  27  Jo  30 
Jhips  carry  o\it  ea^rh  of  them,  on  an  aver- 
age, every  year,  200  recruits  ;  and  that  of 
the  whole  number  annually  exported  ia 
all  thofe  ihips,  fifty  never  live  to  re-^ 
turn,  after  the  expiration  of  their  terms, 
to  Europe :  and  farther,  that  f^ips  bound 
to  Batavia  and  the  eaftern  iettlement§,  car- 
rying out  double  complements  of  feamea 
(their  fingle  complements  being  a  fourth 
part  greater  than  ours)  have  returned  with 
fcarcely  fufficient  ftrength  to  work  tlieir 
fhips.  '  The  annual  mortality  is  thus  re- 
duced to  10,000  able-bodied  Europeans 
at  the  leaft,  in  the  vigour  of  life.  What  a 
inelancholj^  deftrudtion  of  the  human  race! 
Whence  is  this  neceflary  fupply  now  to 
come  ?  Ought  we  any  longer  to  be  afto- 
nifhed,  that  the  profits  of  the  Compa- 
ny's monopoly  of  fpices,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  trade,  fhould  have  been  incoippe- 
"fent  to  the  charges  of  maintaining  and 
protedting  their  fettlements,  and  the  pom- 
^    '  peu5 
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pous  parade  of  government  in  Bata^^ia? 
How  will  they  be  able  tp  maintain  tbei|r 
jifurped  poffeffions  agajnft  the  oppreffed 
natives  alone,  even  without  a  foreign  enemy 
in  Europe  to  call  forth  their  navy,  and  tq 
oblige  thenj  to  garrifon  their  own,  and  the 
l>arrier  towns  ? 

As  to  the  eftabliihment  of  the  C^pe,  ijt 
might  be  attacked  with  fuccefs  by  a  num- 
ber only  equal  to  its  garrifon,  of  400  or 
500  eflfedtive  men  in  the  open  fields :  fuch 
is  the  pofition  of  towns,  and  the  nature  of 
the  fortifications  in  that  country.  The 
^ountry  militia  lie  too  fcattered  to  render 
effedtuaj  fervice  :  and  I  will  hazard  an  opi- 
nion, that  the  towns-people  will  not  dif- 
cover  great  prowefs  againft  any  enemy,  and 
more  pfpecially  againft  a  power,  under 
whofe  government  the  privileges  of  con^- 
inerce  and  agriculture  would  be  enlarged, 
apd  which,  profefling  the  Proteftant  faith, 
yrould  give  entire  fatisfadtion  to  mothers^ 
wives^  and  daughters. 
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The  Con^pany  have  refeirved  fame 
gFOund-rctits  on  country  plantations  and 
town  fettlemeatSi  others  arp  held  under 
\  kind  Q&  perpetual  tenure.  As  there  is 
tK)  ejrportation  but  from  ^cAle  and  Fc^ 
Says,  wines,  grain,  and  ibme  other  articles^ 
pay  duties  upon  entering  the  towns.  There 
is  a  confiderable  quantityof  wheat  fhipped 
annually  by  the  Company  to  fiatavia, 
tI!eylon,  and  Holland.  Cattle  and  fecep 
for  the  ufe  of  (hipping,  are  provided  by 
contrafting  farmers,  who  pay  a  duty  for 
this  exclufive  privilege.  There  are  feveral 
other  duties  of  export  and  import.  All 
thefe  taxes  ferve  to  defray  the  charges  of 
government,  which  are  indeed  moderate : 
but  the  rapacity  and  undue  e^^adions  of 
the  governors,  have  nearly  determined  the 
people  to  revolt  from  the  government  of 
the  Company,  and  to  feek  redrefs  from 
the  States-General, 

The  chief-juftice,  or  fifcal,  unites  in 
his  own  perfon  the  three  diftindt  branches 
pf government;  the  legiflative,  thejudicial, 
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and  the  executive.  This  iegifiator,  judgc^^ 
and  executiooer,  with  higli  powers,  pof-* 
icffc«  great  privileges  and  emoluments  :  he 
can  impofc  and  kvy  tax«  for  his  own  ufe  j 
difpenfe  with  laws;  create  oew  crimes^ 
compound  for  crimes  of  all  denominations 
and  complexions;  and,  in  general,  difpolb 
as  he  pleafcs,  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  o£ 
the  whole  people.  It  is  true,  there  is  ^ 
Itind  of  controlling  power,  paramount  to 
tibis  highly-privileged  perfon ;  but  woe  tQ 
Jiim  who  dares  to  appeal  to  that  tribuntd* 

Most  families  manufedure  their  own 
JeathCT,  make  the  coats,  vefts,  breeches, 
ftockings,  (hirts,  and  flioes  of  the  men  j 
and  the  facques,  gowns^  petticoats,  £hift^, 
(lockings,  caps,  fhoes,  &c.  &oc.  of  tb^ 
ladies,  together  with  moft  articles  of  houfe-^ 
hold  furniture ;  Co  that  they  are  only 
obliged  (o  import  from  Europe  and  Afia 
the  grofs  materials,  fuch  as  woollens  and 
^Cottons,  draperies  and  filks,  and  a  few  of 
the  .fimpleft  articles  of  conveniency,  an4 
<ljll  fewer  of  luxury.     They  require  few 

trad^fmen, 
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tradefmen,  becaufe  all  mechanical  fervicc$ 
are  for  the  moft  part  performed  at  home, 
as  of  old  among  the  Greeks  land  Romans^ 
by  Haves.  The  fervant  who  waits  at  table, 
is  equally  dextrous  at  his  knitting  and 
fewing-needle,  fciflars,  cutting-knife,  awJ, 
the  axe,  the  faw,  the  plane,  the  troweI> 
and  the  painting-bru(h. 

Their  ftrects  are  fpacious,  airy,  anci 
regularly  laid  out  at  right  angles  j  and  they 
fcem  to  have  inherited  and  preferved  the 
cleanlinefs  of  Haerlem  and  Delft.  But 
there  is  one  inconveniency  which  they 
cannot  remedy  by  all  their  induftry :  The 
ftrong  fqualls  of  wind  which  often  forcQ 
themfelves  through  narrow  pafles  between 
the  furrounding  mountains,  raife  duft  in 
the  ftreets,  in  troublefome  quantities,  in 
fpite  of  the  frequent  application  of  water 
from  canals  and  occafional  gutters. 

I  KNOW  not  how  the  Hollanders  would 
be  able  to  carry  on  their  monopoly,  withr 
put  the  feafoni^blerefrcifliments  of  the  Cape, 

Its 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EuROJPE,  Asia,  and Atkica.   %yj 

Its  vegetables,  roots,  and  fruits  are  abun- 
dant, cheap,  and  good  j  the  beef  and  mut- 
ton ftill  more  fo.  In  truth,  I  think  all 
nations  trading  thither,  have  for  fome  time 
been  infinitely  obliged  to  the  Dutch  fet- 
tlenaent  in  that  corner,  as  it  may  literally 
be  called,  of  the  world,  notwithftanding 
that  ftrangers  are  more  impofed  upon  there 
than  in  any  country  I  know  j  for  neither 
Madagafcar  nor  Johana  can  furnifli  mut- 
ton, or  garden  vegetables;  and  the  very 
wines  of  the  Cape  are  fo  reafonable,  that 
they  are  a  cheap  refrefliment  to  common 
feamen.  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  wines 
there  of  the  fecond  year,  are  more  mel- 
low than  thofe  of  Europe  and  Madeira, 
would  be  in  five. 

,  Every  houfe-keeper,  the  governor  and 
members  of  council  excepted,  take  pen-- 
fipners:  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  their  tables, 
beds,  and  linen,  to  acknowledge,  that  they 
are  all  gopd  and  reafonable.  I  am  apt  to 
imagine,  that  the  pra<Sice  of  taking  board- 
ers (for  that  is  what  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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Cape  mean  by  taking  pcnfioners)  has  becfti 
handed  down  from  the  original  fettlersy 
and  that  the  principle  of  pride  has  in  this 
manner  been  killed  by  habit. — But  I  beg 
pardon,  I  forgot  that  the  nation  of  which 
I  now  write,  worfliip  no  other  idol  thanr 
one,  and  that  is  intereft. 

Of  the  difcouragement  that  is  fhewn  ta 
llrangers  from  fettling  at  the  Cape,  I  need 
mention  only  one  inftance.  All  boufe- 
keepers  are  obliged  to  account  every  even- 
ing to  the  lord-fifcal/  for  every  perfbn  en- 
tertained within  their  roof,  under  pain  of 
cenfure  and  a  forfeiture.  As  there. is  an 
outward  ajipearance  of  devotion,  and  fb* 
lemn  morality,  in  the  countenances,  drefs, 
gait,  and  converfation  of  thefe. people,  I 
was  willing  to  attribute  this  extraordinaiy 
regulation  to  one  or  orfier  of  thcfc  two 
caiifes.  I  imagined,  that  either  it  was  in-< 
tended  to  reftrain  a  certain  kind  of  frolick- 
fome  immorality  in  private,  or  to  (bcure? 
(as  in  Amfterdam)  the  pundtual  payment 
of  a  tax  (in  fcrupulous  proportion  to  the 
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quantity  of  cuftom)  cfii  a  certain  Ucenjfcd, 
Qrder  of  good-natured,  and  puJUic-fpititod. 
cjamfels,  who  occafionally  adminiftqr  ta 
the  entertainment  of  ftranger^.  But  I 
found  on  enquiry,  that  the  fpirit  of  this 
Jaw  had  for  ifeonly  objcft,  the  difcourage- 
ment  of  all  intercouric  with  ftrangers. 

As  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  has,  foe 
many  years,  been  a  half-way  houfe  for  re-^ 
firefhment,    out   and   Aome,   penfioners   as 
well   as   hofts   of  quick  conceptions  and 
fome  genius,   have  had  frequent  oppor- 
tiunities  of  drawing  the  ftrangeft  miedlcys 
of  characffcers,  and  of  renaarking  the  vmout 
efFe&s  of  wealth  and  cliniate^  on  the  pai^ 
fionaand  manners  of  men.     The  various 
dajgrees  of  rank,  and  the  different  ftationsj 
and  circumftances  of  perfons  travelling  to 
and  from  India^  have  furnifhed  ample  fcop^ 
for  obfervations  of  this  kind.  For  my  part, 
all  that  I  fhall  fay,  is,  that  my  ihort  aq^ 
^umous  rcEdence  at   the  Cape  furni^e4 
matter  for  refledtions,  which  neither  at- 
tached me  to  the  place  of  my  deflination, 
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lior  prepoffefled  me  in  favour  of  the  mofds;* 
genius,  or  wifddm  of  men,  who  may  mdrd 
properly  be  denoniinated'  its  fojourners/ 
than  its  inhabitants. 

I  HAVE  often  thought,  arid  how  I  am' 
convinced,  that  in  order  to  huttible  the 
over-bearing  Dutch,  and  to  reduce  their 
mercantile  genius  within  reafonable  bouhds 
(as  well  as  thereby  to  fecure  the  tranquiji 
lity  of  Europe)  they  muft  have  a  king,  and 
t  mixed  form  of  government,  like  Eng- 
land, even  if  their  govcrnhient  ihould  be 
extended  in  a  fouth-weftward  direlftion,  by 
encroachments  on  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
For  thefe  encroachments  the  Emperor^  I 
think,  Ihould  be  indemnified  by  the  re- 
covery to  his  family  oi  Alface  and  LorraineL 
Our  coufin  of  Orange  is  a  fenfible,  dapper; 
J>rihcely  fellow ;  and  the  prefent  amiable 
princefs  of  that  Houfe,  is  better  qualified 
than  any  woman  in  Europe,  one  excepted*; 
to  give  luftre  and  dignity  to  fovereigntyi 


♦  The  Queen,  of  En^ani 
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JBritain,  Pruffia,  Ruffia,  and  the  other  Pro- 
teftant  powers  of  the  north,  by  a  firm 
union  among  themfelves,  and  a  fair  tranf- 
poiition  of  the  balance  of  power,  are  capa- 
ble of  erecting  another  monarchy  in  Eu- 
rope.—But  hold  1  this  is  downright  po- 
litics ;  a  fifcjefit  proper  for  the  difcuffion 
only  of  minifters  of  ftate ;  and  my  pre- 
fundptuouft  trefpafles  on  this  dignified 
ground^  have  fcarcely  left  room  for  me  to 
fay,  that 

1  am  your's,  &c,  &c^ 


Vol.  I,  R         LETTER 
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To  * ,  Efqrs.   London. 

Calcutta,  rjtli  Sept*  t^jgt' 

EVER  fhice  my.  arrival  in  India,  I 
have  deferred  writing  to  you  unlil 
this  time,  becaufe  I  willed  to  acquire  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  many  particulars  in 
which  you  are  much  concerned,  and  this 
was  to  be  gained  only  by  a*  rcfidence  for 
fome  months  in  this  country.  Ahhough 
I  cannot  yet  write  fo  much  to  your  fatis- 
faQion  as  I  wifh  to  .do,  it  would  be  im- 
propier,  as  1  conceive,  any  longer  to  delay 
giving  you  an  account  of  what  has  oc- 
curred to  ipy  obfervation  fince  my  arrival 
in  this  famed  peninfula;  where  I  landed^ 
in  a  low  ftate  of  health,  at  Ne^Mpatnam^  on 
the  firft  of  July. 

The 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


£uROPj:,  ^siA,  ^W Africa.  24J 

The  upfettleci,  and  in  truth -the  critical 
ftate  of  this  government^  appears  to  me  to 
have  fufpended,  for  fnme  time,  all  the  ra- 
tional pxertion^  of  its  principal  memhers^ 
and  their  moft  intimate  friends.  Hopes 
and  fears,  anxieties  and  doubts,  have  give<ji 
birth  to  meafures,  as  finguUr  in  their  na- 
ture as  fome  of  th^rn,  I  fear,  will  be  in- 
jurious in  their  confcquences.  But  were 
the  diredlor$  ipftruded  in  the  proper  re- 
medies for  the  diforders  that  pervade  at 
this  moment  the  political  and  comrtiercial 
conilitution  of  the  company  in  India,  and 
were  they  difpofed  to  liften  to  the  beft  ad- 
vice, the  wifeft  counfels  and  the  beft  dif- 
pofitions  would  be  of  no  avail.  While  thp 
prefent  chief  governor,  with  tv^o  voters  ijgL 
five,  holds  the  chair- under  the  inflyence 
of  black  fervants  and  a  foreign  lady,  the 
orders  of  the  directors  will  continue  to  be 
treated  with  avowed  contempt,  and  ihp 
treafures  of  the  Company  be  appropri- 
ated to  prfvate  u(es.  The  teins  of  go- 
vernment are  held  in  Cakutfa  j,  while  thpi 
reprefeotatives  of  the  prppriiltQrs,  ^ffem- 
Rz  bled 
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bled  in  Leadcnhall-ftreet,  arc  confidered 
as  a  fet  of  prefumptuous  blockheads,  af- 
fuming  a  power  which  the  adlual  pofleflion 
of  the  lacks  has  placed  ^^  fadio  Ih  other 
hands.  It  is  not  improbable  that  Mr. 
H — ' — s's  great  familiarity  an4  clofe  con- 
nexion with  Mr.  R — s,  the  governor  of 
Chinfura,  may  have  inftrufted  him  in  thQ 
imperious  fway  which  the  Dutch  com- 
pany's principal  agents  in  Batavia  exercil^ 
over  their  conftituents  and  fellow-fervants, 
as  well  as  their  ijnhappy  dependents,  the 
natives  of  their  fettlements  in  Afia.  I  am 
no  partizan  -,  on  the  contrary,  I  came  to  this 
country  ftrongly  prepoflefled  in  favour  of 
the  men,  whofe  meafures  are  too  public  not 
to  be  known,  and  too  unjuftifiable  to  ad- 
mit of  defence. 

The  cenfures  which  I  have  now  be- 
ftowed  v^itli  that  freedom  which  I  wilh 
ever  to  direo;  my  fentiments  and  adions, 
cannot  in  juftice  be  extended  to  all  the 
Company's  fervants  without  exception. 
Among  thefe  there  are  men  well  entitled  to 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,, /?/?</ Africa.  245 

the  praife  jof  both  ability  and  honour.  Mr. 
F— — -s    and   Mr.  W — — r    undoubtedly 
poflefs  fagacity  to  difcern,  and  virtue  to 
purfue,  the  true  interefts  pf  their  confti- 
tuents,  and  of  the  Ejigjilh  patipn,  as  well 
as  the  happinefs  of  the  natives  of  Hmdo- 
ftan ;  objcfts  which  are  in  reality  clofely 
connected  together,  and  which  could  never 
have  been  feparated  but  by  a  policy  equally 
uijfound  and  inhuman,     Ngr  can  I  omit 
to  mention,  on  this  occafipn^  Mr.  B — II, 
a  gentleman  of  eminent  talents  and  ftridl 
honour;  thpugh  he  Jijay  be  reftrajned,  in 
fopjie  degree,  frpm  oppofing  the  meafures 
of  Mr.  H — — s,  by  an  engagement  on  the 
part  of  his  friends  in  England,   when  he 
was  appointed  to  the  fourth  feat  in  the 
fupreme   council.      This   precaution  was 
thought  npceffary^  as  Mr.  B — ]Vs  fifmnefs 
and   abilities   were   the   pnjy   formidable 

pppofition  to  Mr.  IJ s*s  mal-admini- 

^ration  before  the  fupreme  board  was 
ponflituted..  Indeed,  the  public  differences 
vf  thefe  gentlemen,  gave  birth,  as  difputps 
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of  this  kind  comrtionly  do,  to  a  Very  con* 
fiderable  degtee  of  mutual  'anirtiofity. 

Various  c^ufes  have  cyccUrred  to  in- 
cline mc,  at  prefent,  to  return  to  England 
as  fpeedily  as  poflible ;  one  of  which  may 
probably  appear  to  be  the  efFevS:  of  vaility, 
I  have  the  prefumption  to  imagine,  that 
i,  knowledge  of  moH  countries  in  Ame- 
rica and  !^;urope,  With  Various  experience, 
have  enabled  me  to  ihew  how  die  foil  iand 
people  of  this  country  ftiay  be  niade  to 
ex'tehd  ftill  farther  the  purfuits  of  com- 
merce,   colonization,    artd  minufadures  i 
by  which  the  Britifti  government  would 
acquire  a  ptefent  fvipply,  as  Well  as  a  per^ 
manent   revenue,   which   would    open    a 
fource  of  vvrealth  to  individuals,  and  at  the 
fame  time  confer  on  th^  chartered  Com- 
pany, adVantiiges  equal  to  the  full  exteht 
of  their  ambition,     t  afrl  perfuaded,  that 
thy  ideas  concerning  thefe  matters  are  of 
a  different  Aatuit  fronl  any  ever   enter- 
tained before  in  this  cofintry :  and  1  irtda- 
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gine,  if  clearly  ftated,  they  would  draw  the 
attention  both  of  the  King's  minifters  and 
the  direftors  of  the  Eaft- India  Company. 
Thefe  objeds,  if  they  flmll  not  be- 
thought chimerical,  will  doubtlefs  be  al- 
lowed to  be  grand  and  important.  I  wifti 
to  opeti  fo  fplendid  a  field  of  improvetHent 
in  India,  as  will  encreafe  the  wealth  of 
Britiih  fubjeds  individually,  and  relieve 
the  PUBLIC  from  an  incumbrance  of  debt 
which  tauft  otherwife  become  iiifiiii)pbrt- 
able. 

I  am,  &c. 


R4  LETTER 
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qfq  J.— rr-  M — --J  Efq.  London. 

Calcntta,  September  20,  1779. 

I  SET  my  foot   on  the  peninfula  of 
Hindoftan  at  Negapatnam,  on  the  firft 
pf  July.    l^hQ  papers  that  accompany  this, 
will  give  you  an  account  of  my  adven- 
tures from  the  8tl^  of  JSToyember,  17781 
when  I  wrptc  laft,  to  my  arrival  in  Cal-? 
putta  on  the  20th  of  Auguft.     Our  cor- 
refpondencc,  my  friencl^  has  fuffcrcd  ^ 
Jong  incerruptionif   but   f^is   |  mean   to 
pial^e  up,  on  py  part,  |)y  Wfitiiig  to  yoi^ 
regularly  twice  every  weel^.     This  coun- 
try a^ords  au  ample  field  for  obfervat^on, 
gnd  yields  materials   for  fpeculatiop    of 
every  kind,  in  the  utmoft  abundance.     If 
any  of  my  reflexions  fhould  be  though^ 
^orthy  of  their  attention  who  alone  can 
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carry  them  into  beneficial  confcquences ; 
to  have  been  in  any  degree  fubfervie'nt 
to  the  profperity  of  my^  country,  would 
afford  a  full  recompence  for  all  my  fuf- 
ferings  from  the  hour  in  which  I  em- 
barked at  V Orient  on  board  the  Briflbn, 
to  that  on  which  I  landed  on  the  Indian 
Ihore  at  Negapatnam.  i  am  ambitious, 
I  confefs,  of  laying  fome  of  my  thoughts 
en  political  and  commercial  fubjedts,  be- 
fore men  in  power  and  of  public  Ipirit; 
being  convinced,  that,  matured  by  theit 
judgment,  and  digefted  into  fome  prac-? 
ticablc  plan,  they  would  contribute  large- 
ly to  the  glory  of  my  country  and  the 
happinefs  of  maakind.  But  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  I  fhall  be  diredted  wholly 
by  the  advice  of  my  friends.  In  the  me^n 
time,  I  (hall  amuf^  my  leifuj-e  by  ipdulg- 
ing  a  turn,  on  which  you  have  fo  often 
rallied  me,  hoping  that  you  and  our 
excellent  friend  at  leaft,  will  perufe  rtiy 
frequent  and  long  epiflles  nQt  withput  far 
tisfadtion. 

Had 
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Had  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Compa- 
ny known,  and  fully  improved,  all  thofc 
advantages  which  lay  within  the  fpherc 
of  their  power  in  the  Eaft,  their  ca- 
pital would  this  day  have  exceeded  twenty 
millions  of  pounds  ilerlingi  and  thirty 
millions  would  have  been  added  to  the 
prefent  wealth  of  the  nation,  as  I  am 
ready  to  demonftrate.  But  what  is  of 
greater  importance,  the  intereft^  of  the 
Gompany,  ckarly  underftood  and  (teadily 
purfued,  would  have  fecured  the  attadi- 
ment,  with  the  felicity,  of  above  twenty 
millions  of  ufeful  and  ingenious  new  f^b- 
fefts,  and  rendered  them  and  their  poftcrity 
a  fund  of  wealth,  power,  and  fecurity,  to 
the  extended  ftate.  That  thefe  great  be- 
iHefits  have  not  accrued  to  Great  Britain, 
jiid  alfo  to  Hin<Softan,  is  owing  io  the 
(iiftaricc  between  thefe  countries,  whixrh 
*t  onee  tempted  and  protefted  the  infi- 
dielity  and  the  intrigues  of  the  fervants 
of  tfefe  Eaft- India  Company,  I  do  not 
mean  to  exprefs  any  virulence  againft  thefe 
men.  When  I  confider  the  natural  gra- 
dations 
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dations  by  which  they  are  led  to  adopt  A 

courfe   of  condud:,    as    diftiohourable   to 

thcmfelves    as    ruinous    to    the   Company 

and  to   the  publics   whea  i  trace  their 

aftiohs   through   th^    antecedent    proceft 

of  example,  operating  on  ybung  and  pli-^ 

ant  minds ;   indignation  at  the  efieft  is 

partly  loft  in  regretting  the  caufe.      For 

it  is  not  furprizing  that  youth,  withdrawn 

from  the  tuition  of  parents  and  g\iardians,^ 

i^ciating  with  the  cooU  infinuating,  and 

affimilating  natives  of  India^  and  entering 

Into  their  lines  of  bufinefs  ;   it  is  not  fur^ 

prizing    that    young    men    unacquainted 

with  the  world,  jSwiuki  in  thefc  circuita- 

ftances  adopt  the  pra6lice  And  rules  not 

only  of  predeceffors  and  colleagues  in  of-? 

fice,  but  alfo  of  all  around  them,  whether 

Gentoos  or  Mahpmedans.      The   young 

men  that  afterwards  become  the  goveri- 

nors  of  Hindoftan,  generally  fet  out  for  that 

country  tvith  ideas  of  acquiring  wealth  1 

which  ideas,  being  aouriftied  not  only  by 

ex^mple^  but  advice  and  exhortation,  foon 

grow  up  into  the  predomiiiant  paffioa  of 

the 
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the  heart,  and  ruling  principle  of  the 
mind,  which  at  laft,  in  too  many  in-- 
jftanccs,  become  infenfible  to  every  human 
feeling,  and  too  frequently  even  dead  to 
i  the  demands  of  common  juftice.  Thus, 
my  friend,  I  dp  not  fo  much  arraign  the 
fervants  of  the  Company  (for  their  con^ 
dud:  is  that  of  human  nature  placed  in 
certain  circumftances)  as  I  blame  the  im- 
policy of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  for  not 
having  eftablifhed  in  India,  an  order  of 
affairs,  at  once  more  politic  apd  mor? 
virtuous. 

For,  however  indulgent  we  may  be 
to  human  weakneft.  Are  perfons,  educated 
in  the  manner  I  have  defcribed,  capable 
of  improving  the  morals  of  the  people, 
or  of  giving  ftability  to  government  ?  Are 
they  likely  to  render  the  natives  con- 
tented  and  happy  in  the  fecure  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fruits  of  induftry,  whether  in 
agriculture,  manufa<ftures,  or  commerce, 
cither  by  their  precepts  or  example,  or  by 
an  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  ? 

That 
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That  the  advantages  of  India  are  not 
cultivated  to  that  extent  of  improvement 
df  which  they  are  capable,  I  have  afcribed 
not  to  any  negligence  of  the  Hindoos^  but 
to  that  of  the  Europeans  fojourning  among 
them  :  and  I  think  with  good  reafon.  For 
the  natives  of  Hindoftan  Cultivated,  and 
abundantly  poffefled,  all  the  neceffaries  and 
luxuries  that  were  adapted  to  their  cuf- 
toms,  and  confident  with  their  religious 
tenets.  Their  foil,  their  climate;  their 
ingenuity,  but  above  all,  their  perfeve- 
rance,  were  equal  to  every  undertaking  that 
did  not  require  very  great  bodily  ftrength. 
Bu^  why  introduce  new  kinds  of  pleafure  ? 
why  create  new  wants  ?  They  never  knew 
a  defire  beyond  the  unvaried  cuftom  of 
their  anccftors  for  ages  pafl,  until  European 
avarice,  and  ambitipn,  taught  them  the 
neceffity  of^  fccuring  to  themfclves  fome 
degree  of  happinefs,  by  fatiating  the  rapa- 
city of  ftrangers  with  fuch  new  commodi- 
ties as  were  pointed  out  to  their  native 
ingenioufnefs* 
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Thb  Company's  preteofions  to  doihi-* 
liion,  and  their  exclufive  privilege  of  in-* 
ternal  trade  in  India*  exteixd  from  Cape 
Comorin  in  the  tenth,  to  the  twenty^ 
ninth  degree  of  North  Utitude,  and  over 
a  fpace  from  eaft  to  weA,  on  an  average^ 
of  eight  hundred  miles ;  befides  their  pof-f 
feffions  on  the  coafts  of  Guzarat  and  Ma- 
labar. The  temperature  of  the  climate, 
feldom,  and  not  long>  intenfely  hot,  but 
never  cold;  the  lopfe,  genial,  vegetative 
particles  of  the  foil,  which  may  receive 
additional  fertility  from  inundation^  that 
are  alv^ays  at  command,  as  well  as  from 
numeroqs  herds  of  horned  cattle  And 
flieep;  the  confequent  low  price  of  W 
hour ;  the  wife  political  eftablifliments  of 
Caftes,  or  tribes;  the  perfevering  ingenu- 
ity of  the  natives ;  certain  inftit^tions  cal- 
culated to  promote  population  ^  :  thefe  arc 

circumftance$ 

*  Tls  the  Gentoo  religion  admits  not  of  converts  frpm 
other  religions,  and  eafily  difcards  unworthy  member^ 
from  the  number  of  its  own  vptaries,  the  whole  feft 
ef  the  Gentoos  mufl  have  been  long*  ago  extind,   if 

their 
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circumftances  which  render  Hindojiariy  of 
all  countrks  in  the  earth,  the  fitteft  for 
that  fingular  fpecies  pf  commerce^  whiek 
will  allow  the  lord-paramount  to  export 
its  copious  redundancy  without  violating 
juftice,  offending  induftry,  or  impoverifli- 
ing  the  people  5  provided  that  government 
take  care,  that  a  neceffary  proportion  of 
money,  or  other  authentic  currency,  be 
conftaatly  kept  in  circulation,  to  prevent  a 
ftagnatioBt  in  the  commerce  of  the  inhabi* 
tents  with  merchants,,  manufadlures,  and 
each  other.  The  foil,  aided  by  the  cli- 
mate, nightly  dews,  and  alternate  rains 
and  fun-fhine,doth  qpw  yield,  almofl  fpon- 
taneoufly,  rich  crops  of  rice  and  other 
grains,;  twice,  and  fometimes  thrice,  every 
year.  It  is  capable  of*  producing  abun- 
dantly, and  of  fuperior  qualities,  the  fuo-ar- 
cane,  indigo-fhrub,  cocoa- tree,  coiFee-tree^ 

their  political  fagacity  had  not  eftablifhed  an  eiFedlttat 
acmcdy  againft  depopulation,  by  an  indifpenfable  obliga* 
tion  to  marry  their  children  when  infants  ;  who  mull:  con- 
fiunmate  as  foon  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  puberty. 

3  cotton- 
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cotton -trcr,  and  all  the  fruits,  roots,  aiici 
vegetables  peculiar  to  the  tropics  in  the 
wcftern  hemifphcre^  as  well  as  moft  of  the 
common  grains  of  Europe^  and  wheat  in 
great  abundance.  It  is  computed,  that  the 
Company's  territories  under  the  prefidency 
of  Bengal,  may  be  divided  into  three  equal 
parts  :  one  third  part  is  under  cultivation ; 
another,  having  been  abandoned  by  the 
human  inhabitants  flying  from  oppref- 
fion,  has  grown  up  into  woods,  and  be- 
come a  receptacle  for  tygers,  leopards^ 
wolves,  buffaloes,  and  elephants  j  and  the 
remaining  part  is  occupied  by  rivers,  ca-*- 
nals,  lakes,  and  moraijes.  It  is  alfo  com- 
puted, that  the  native  inhabitants  are  yet 
in  number  from  twelve  to  fifteen  millions, 
and  that  the  redundancy  of  their  labours 
and  ingenuity,  exported  annually,  is  equal 
to  2,500,000 1.  fterling.  Thus  it  is  cafy 
to  calculate  what  the  population  and  pro- 
dujftion  would  be,  if  the  abandoned  parts 
were  again  inhabited  and  cultivated.  Nor 
will  it  be  difficult  to  form  a  pretty  accU-» 
rate  eftimate  of  what  would  be  the  popu- 

lationf 
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Jation,  produftions,  and  redundancy  of  the 
Whole,  under  a  wife  and  juft  fyftem  of 
government,  that  ihould  encourage  fuch 
improvements  as,  with  the  confent  of  the 
hatives>  (hould  be  introduced  by  Europe- 
ans of  judgment  and  experience* 

Were  the  abandoned  parts  of  the 
Company's  territories  in  Bengal  to  be 
again  inhabited^  it  is  evident  from  the 
fimple  riile  of  proportion,  that  the  po-^ 
pulation  would  be  from  24  to  3b  mil- 
lions, and  the  exports  5,000,000!:  and 
the  encreafe  of  population  and  improve- 
ment (in  ^  cafe  of  fuch  a  political  revolu- 
tion as  I  have  juft  now  fuppofed)  by  ad- 
ditional manufaflures  and  agriculture, 
hiay  be  eftimated,  on  a  moderate  compu- 
tation, at  one  third  part  more,  making  the 
whole  population  35  millions,  and  the  an- 
nual redundant  exports  6,666,666  L 

IThe    Company's   territorial  poffeffions 

and  virtual  dominion  on  the  coaft  of  Co- 

VoL.  I.  S  romandel 
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romandel,  Golconda,  and  Orixa,  under  the 
prefidency  of  Madras,  are  capable  of  re- 
ceiving much  higher  improvement,  and 
confequently  of  yielding  in  proportion 
a  greater  redundancy  of  labour  for  the 
advancement  of  comnobcrce:  becaufe,  al- 
though the  natives  of  thefe  coafts  are 
infinitely  more  refined  in  their  manners, 
more  juft  iii  their  dealings,  and  more 
tradable  in  their  nature,  than  the  na-, 
tives  of  Bengal,  as  being  lefs  fuperfti- 
tious,  they  have  hitherto  been  forced  to 
fubmit  to  feverer  fcourges  and  more  out- 
rageous injuftice*.      From   this    curfory 

view, 

•  Thfi  Northern  Circart  alfo,  wnder  a  judicious  fyltem 
of  government,  and  under  permanent  and  encouraging^ 
tenures,  might  prove  an  admirable  fource  of  population, 
wealth,  and  general  fecurity.  That  part  of  the  Decan- 
never  flouriftied  in  its  full  glory  fince  the  Mogul  Tartars 
acquired  the  fovereignty  of  Hindoftan ;  becaufe,  having 
been  amongft  the  laft  of  the  countries  of  that  peniniTula 
which  were  ctfedtually  fubducd,  it  was  a  continual  fubjeft- 
of  contention  among  court  favourites  and  ufurpers. 

When  the  Northern  Circars  were  ceded  by  Salahat 
Jun^  ta  the  French  in  1753,  they  yielded  a  revenue  ex- 
ceeding 500,0001,  and  they  were  capable  of  yielding  near' 

doubla 
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View,  I  think  it  fufficiently  appears  thai 
Britain  has  not  derived  thofe  advantages 
in  fadt,  which  from  the  kindeft  foil,  the 
moft  temperate  climate,  and  the  moft  in- 
genious, docile  people  in  the  world,  might 
have  been  reafdnably  expected.  Biit  it  is 
jiot  perhaps  too  bold  to  go  farther.  A 
right  improvement  of  the  Britifh  acquifi- 
tions  in  India,  is  a  more  important  objed: 
to  this  nation  than  the  fubjugatiori  df  the 
North  Americans ;  an  objedt  on  which  ftf 
many  millions  of  treafiire  have  been  ex- 
pended, and  to  which  fo  many  thoufands 
of  lives  have  been  facrificed^ 

WeAIth,  power,  and  dominion,  are 
often  acquired  by  good  fortune ;  but  to 
preferve  them  is  the  province  of  political 
fagacity.  Greater  glory,  as  vvell  as  greater 
advantage^  is  to  be  acquired  by  retaining 
and  improving,  than  by  exteriding  con- 
double  that  amount^  befides  capital  advantages  in  the  Way 
of  trade  ;  but  tbey  have  declined  gradually  fifice^  arweU 
in  revenue  and  manufada'res  as  in  population, 

S  2  queils. 
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qucils.     Let  Britain  ferioufly  confider  the 
truth  of  thefe  maxims  in  the  prefent  mp- 
ment,     The  nations  of  Europe  had  long 
viewed  the  profeffion  of  a  merchant  as  i^- 
nominiou? :  it  was  a  degradation  not  only 
from. nobility  but  from  the  rank  of, a  genr- 
tjeman  ;  and  excluded  men  of  the  mofl:  ex- 
emplary probity  and  public  fpirit,  whft 
were  in  the  praftice  of  trade,  from  all  fo- 
cieties  above  the  contemptuous  denomi- 
nation, of  Bourgois;  while  even  a  ftrojling 
aftor  preferved  the  rank  and  dignity  of  il- 
luftrious  birth  and  family.     But  experi- 
ence, and  the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  have 
difpelled  thofe   abfurd   prejudices.      The 
ipoft  haughty  monarchies  in  Europe,  be- 
holding, with  aftonifhment  and  with  dread, 
t^e  rapid  growth  of  fmall  ftates  by  the 
.  genial  influences  of  thofe  facred  fifters,  In- 
duflry,  Commerce,^  and  Freedoip,  endea- 
vour  to   excite  in  their  dominions^    by 
means  of  wife  inftitutions  and  public  en- 
couragements,   a    general    emulation    in 
Trade,  which  they  no  longer  difdain  to  ac- 
knowledge as  the  mother  of  arts,  the  foun- 
9.  tain 
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tain   of  wealth,    and    the   proteftrefs    of 
power. — But  of  all  branches  of  traffic,  that 
With  India,  is,  to  an  European  people,  the 
moft  advantageous.     The  nation  that  in- 
grofles   this  commerce,    centres    in    itfelf 
that  of  the  world :   for  it  not  only  com* 
prehends  thofe   articles  which  form    the 
balance  of  trade,    but   alfo   many    other 
commodities,  which  it  can  furnifh  on  fuch 
low  terms  as  will  leflen  the  value  of  la- 
bour at  home,  and  thereby  reduce  the  price 
of  the  neceflaries  of  life.     The  low  prices 
of  provifions   and  cloathing,   and   confe- 
quent  low  price  of  labour,  the  fuperfti- 
tious  obfervance  of  rclieious  tenets,  and 
fingular  prejudices  of  Cajis  in  their  food 
and  aflbciations ;  with  other  circumflances 
which  it  is  unnecelfary  to  enumerate,  and 
fome  of  which  I  have  already  hinted,  con- 
fpire  to  render  the  raw  materials  as  welL 
^s  the  iilanufadtures  of  India,  fo  amazingly 
cheap,  that  by  a  wife,  political  eftablifh- 
ment,  the  manufaftures  of  Britain  might 
be  fo  efFeftually  improved,  and  other  com- 
piodities.  imported  in  Britifh  veflels   on 
S  3  fuch 
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fuch  cafy  terms,  that  England  would  be 
enabled  to  underfell  all  the  markets  in 
Europe,  and  that  London  \yould  become 
the  grand  emporium  of  the  world. 

I  am,  &c. 


t^ETTER^ 
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LETTER     XXIX. 

To  J ^  M ,  Efq;  London. 

Calcutta,  25th  Sept.  1779. 

A  LETTER  from  Europe,  my  friend, 
to  a  perfon  refiding  in  India,  is  a 
greater  cordial  than  one  from  India  to  an 
inhabitant  of  Europe.  In  all  our  pere- 
grinations, our  imaginations  ftill  hover, 
with  filial  afFedion,  over  our  native  foil ; 
the  love  of  which  is  never  fo  ftrongly  felt 
as  in  foreign  countries.  Your  kind  en- 
quiries, your  information  with  refped:  to 
the  various  particulars  in  which  you  know 
me  to  be  interefted,  and  your  public  news, 
afford  a  refrefliment,  of  which  my  prefent 
flatc  of  znxitty  and  fufpence  ftands  much 
Jn  need. 

Long  and  expcnlive  fufferings  in  a  te- 
dious pafTage  hither,  interrupted  by  many 
S  4  untoward 
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untoward  and  painful  accidents ;  the  un-r 
fettled  flate  of  this  government,  which 
prevents  both  parties  from  ferving  their 
friends,  except  a  itv^  Jingular  favourites, 
on  whom  a  fmgular  party  beftows  the 
Company's  treafures  in  great  profufion ;  ia 
one  word,  the  difappointment  of  all  my 
views,  inclines  me  to  think  of  returning  to 
Europe.  On  this  fubjed:  I  have  not  yet 
,come  to  any  final  determination.  But  if 
I  ihall  be  forced,  after  fo  much  wandering> 
to  bend  my  courfe  homeward  at  laft,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  a  voyage  which  has 
proved  unprofitable  and  injurious  to  myfelf, 
will  not  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  my  country. 
My  free  intercourfe  with  men  of  bufinefs, 
of  obfervation,  and  political  knowledge,  in 
,circumftances  which  difpofed  them  to  be 
mot  a  little  communicative*,  together  with 
what  I  have.^een  or  learnt  in  this  country 
?nd  elfewhere,  has  enabled  me,  if  I  miftake 
not,  to  oflfer  to  the  confideration  of  men 

•  On  fhip-board  on  a  long  voyage,  where  fellow-paf- 
icngers  are  generally  unrefervcd,  and  where  they  often 
cuter  into  mutual  friendihip. 
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in  power  in  Britain,  certain  bints,  which 
may  lead  them  into  enquiries  that  may  be 
produdive  of  the  greateft  public  benefit§. 

Your  accounts  relative  to  the  American 
war,  to  one  who  knows  America  fo  well 
?&  I  do,  and  who  is  fo  well  acquainted  a$ 
I  am  with  many  of  its  inhabitants,  would 
be  highly  interefting,  even  if  I  w^re  nojt 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  Britain.  Yo|i 
dwell  with  rapture  on  Britijh  valour ^  which 
certainly  never  ihone  with  brighter  luftrc 
than  in  the  prefent  contcft  with  the  Co- 
lonies. But  while  I  glory  in  the  ipirit  of 
my  countrymen,  I  regret  the  caufe  in 
^hich  it  is  np\y  exerted,  and  fee  more 
matter  of  grief  than  of  triumph  in  aU 
their  victories.— I  admire  the  intrepidity 
and  military  fkill  of  Colonel  Campbell i 
but  what  I  contemplate,  njoith(^t  a  mixture 
of  fairly  is,  his  moderation,  clernency,  and 
humanity.  His  vidlory  *  was  neither 
gained  by  an  unnepelTary  ?iFufiQn  pf  blood, 
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nor   degraded   by   prefent  or   fubfequent 
cruelty. 

You  defirc  to  know  what  I  now  think 
of  the  ftruggle  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  Colonies  ?  What  I  thought  from  the 
beginning  of  that  ftruggle  I  think  ftill: 
a  fpeedy  accommodation  of  all  differences 
appears  to  me  to  be  equally  the  intereft  of 
both  parties. 

That  this  is  the  intereft  of  Britain^^ 
will  not,  I  apprehend,  require  much  proof. 
A  lofs  of  men,  an  encreafe  of  taxes,  a  de- 
cay of  commerce,  inculcate  on  England, 
in  the  moft  forcible  manner,  peace  with 
America.  Taxes  cannot  poflibly  be  mul- 
tiplied ad  infinitum.  Thofe  ideas  of  infinity 
that  are  fo  familiar,  and  fo  innocent  in  the 
mouths  of  metaplyficians,  in  the  pradlice 
of  life  and  bufinefs  are  both  falfe  and  per- 
nicious. The  time  will  come,  and  if  the 
American  war  be  continued,  is  perhaps 
not  very  remote,  when  Britain  will  be'; 
obliged  to  follow  the  difcrcditable  example 
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of  France,  in  reducing,  without  ceremony, 
the  intereft  of  her  immenfe  debt,  and  dir 
miniftiing  the  intrinfic  value  of  her  current 
coins.  .         / 

There  are  not  wanting  many  reafons 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  urge  the  Ame^- 
ricans  to  an  accommodation  with  Britain. 
Of  thefe,  fome  are  fejt,  and  others  may  be 
forefeen.  The  devaftations,  and  horrors, 
and  miferies  of  a  country  which  is  the 
feat  of  war,  muft  render  peace,  on  fafe  and 
honourable  terms,  an  objeft  of  all  others 
the  mpft  defirable.  But  what  terms  are 
fafe  and  honourable  ?  that  is  the  queftion. 
Thefe,  it  would  feem,  the  leaders  of  the 
colonifts  think  infeparably  connected  with 
independency  oh  the  mother  country.  I 
am  of  a  contrary  opinion.  I  do  not  fay 
that  Great  Britain  is  able  to  conquer  North 
America ;  but  I  am  confident  that  North: 
America  will  not  long  maintain  its  inde- 
pendency oh  Britain,  without  falling  into 
a  dependency  on.  fome  other  power,  or 
powers,  of  Europe.  .     .         .     ; 
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FoK,  firft ;  the  large  extent  of  her  ex-, 
pofed  co^s  will  require  for  their  pro^.* 
ledtion,  a  moreabfolute,  compadl:,  and  vi^ 
gilant  power  than  that  of  a  republic. 

Secondly  1  the  natural  jealoufies  and 
vnfettled  pretenfions  of  the  feveral  pro- 
vinces, which  are  quaflied  for  the  prefent 
only  by  the  incumbent  preflure  of  a  com- 
mon enemy,  will  rebound  with  an  elaftic 
fo^ce  when  that  weight  fhall  be  removed. 

Thirdly;  that  country,  which  from 
its  infancy  was  nurfed  by  the  kind  and 
indulgent  aid  of  the  parent  ftate,  which 
fcreened  it  from  foreign  invafion,  and  fup-^ 
ported  its  civil  and  military  eftablilh- 
ments,  muft  feel  an  alarming  reverfe  of" 
fortune  when  fubjedled  to  the  taxes  that 
will  be  unavoidably  neceflary  for  the  fupi 
port  of  the  new  government  -,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  coaft  ;  for  the  payment  of  th^ 
intcreft  of  the  public  debt;  for  the  efla4 
blifliment  of  a  military  fyftem,  with  f6r-« 
tifkations ;  together  with,  a-  navy^  dock-ii 

yards^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  AsiAi  <7;2rf  Africa.  z6^ 

yards,  and  ports.  The  taxation  of:  Ame-- 
rica,  it  has  been  computed,  under  the 
Britifh  government,  did  not  exceed  one 
fixpence  on  the  poll  of  the  people:  under> 
the  new  fyftem,  it  will  amountj^  at  the 
leaft,  to  forty,  (hillings*. 

Fourthly  J  the  produce  of  America, ^ 
when  exported  indifcriminately  to  all  the 
markets  of  Europe,  will  fall  in  it§  value,, 
and  return  much  lefs  to  the  planter,  than 
it  did  when  circulated  all  over  the  world, 
through  the  channel  of  Great  Britain:, 
becaufe  the  merchants  of  that  country  to 
whom  it  was  formerly  configned,  by  means 

*  Britain  was  in  the  uniform  prance  of  nurfing  the 
infant  colonies  with  money,  goQds>  credit,  markets,  and^ 
people.     She  expended  in  the  laO:  French  war,  ninety  • 
millions  in  the  defence  of  America;  and^both  before  and 
fiflce,  continually  bore  the  civil  and  military  charges  of 
government.    The  country  bor^  only  the  minute  <xpence» 
of  it^  internal  police.     The  Britifh  nation  now  tax  them« 
felves  with  four  millions  annually,  to  pay  the  fimple  in- 
tereft  of  their  advances  fof  the  eftablifhment  arid  fecurity. 
of  America:  and  America  muft  have. already  contradted 
a  .public  debt  of  at  leail  thirty-five  millions,,  at  a  rate  of* 
int(!reil  not  under  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 
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of  their  contiguity  and  mercantile  knOw-* 
ledge,  were  able  to  judge  of  the  ftate  of 
markets ;  while   their   large   capitals  and 
cftabliflied   Credit  enabled  them  to   keej* 
up  the  prices.     But  thefe  advantages  can 
have  no  place,  when  planters  muft  fell  off 
their   goods   at   all   adventures,    ignorant 
themfelves  of  the  ftate  of  markets  in  the 
old  world,  and    confiding   in    mafters   of 
VeiTels,  ftill  more  ignorant  5  when  they  are 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  mercenary  and 
fubtle  difpofitions  of  foreigners,  wlio  have 
not,  like  the  Englifh,  any  natural  attach- 
ment to  them ;  who  have  not  any  intereft 
iri  procuring  a  fair  market  price,  becaufe 
they  make  no  advances ;  and,  whatever  they 
may  take^  give  not  any  credit.  Thus  Ame- 
rica, ftript  of  that  credit  which  enabled  her 
to  cultivate  her  wafte  lands,  and  to  trade 
with  eafe,  muft  now,  by  dint  of  labour  and 
indefatigable  induftry,    in  ftrdtened  cif- 
cumftancesj  and  without  the  profpedl  of 
a  certain  mart,  cultivate  the  lands,  raife 
the  commodities,   and   furnifta   ihips  for 
3  tranf- 
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tranfportation,  many  months  before  they 
can  expedt  a  reimburfement. 

Fifthly  1  France  is  too  political  to 
encourage  the  abfolute  independency  of  a 
country  fo  extenfive  and  flourifhing  as  that 
of  North  America ;  for  that  independency 
might  involve  in  its  confequences,  an  un- 
controllable dominion  over  the  trade  of  a/I 
America,  Afia,  and  Africa,  and  the  im- 
poverifliment  ofallEurope^  events,  vs^hicb 
the  policy  of  the  moft  enlightened  nation 
of  Europe  would  alone  ftudy  to  prevent^ 
even  if  we  could  fuppofe  all  the  other 
powers  of  that  divifion  bf  the  globe  fo 
infatuated  as  to  regard  them  with  indif- 
ference. The  views  of  France,  therefore^ 
can  be  no  other  than  to  take  advantage  of. 
the  unhappy  conteft  between  Britain  and 
her  Colonies,  to  humble  the  power  of  her 
proud  rival,  and  by  the  fame  means  to  re- 
duce America  to  fo  low  a  pitch,  as  to 
render  her  an  eafy  prey  to  be  divided 
among  the  maiitime  powers  of  Europe,., 
retaining,  as  her  own  fhare,  the  moft  valu-- 
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abl6  provinces^  Virginia,.  Maryland,  anci 
the  Carolinas*  This,  doubtlcfs,  is  the 
objed:  of  the  policy  of  France,  America> 
&y  the  politicians  of  that  country,  muft  be 
enabled  to  refift  the  power  of  firitain>  tin* 
til  both  countries  are  iti  effediially  ex« 
haufted,  that  Britaili  fhall  ceaic  to  be,  in 
trade  and  naval  power,, even  the  rival  of 
Krance,  and  that  Americafliall  look  up  tohef^ 
allies  alone  for  protcftion  ;  and  then  France 
will  acquire  aft  afcenderK:y  ovef  America, 
more  abfolute  arid  defpotic  than  if  it  were 
a  French  colony.  This  plan  was  fug-* 
gefted  by  the  Duke  de  Choifeiil,  during 
his  adminiftratibri,  and  he  has  continued 
to  recomnaendand  urge  it,yfec^  he  quitted 
the  helm  of  ftatc*  He  fent  out  a  Monfieur 
Boileau,  a  man  of  great  political  talents^ 
and  addrefs,  to  foment  the  rebellion  in 
America  in  its  very  firft  appearances,  by 
preaching  a  dodtrin©  exploded  in  his  own 
country,  the  natural  rights  of  mankind; 
by  holding  up  to  the  imaginations  of  dif- 
contciued  and  turbulent  men,  the  dazzling 
glories  of  independency^  and  by  well- 
timed 
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timed,  gilded  afTurances  from  the  grand 
monarque.  Yet  is  is  certain,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  that  if  France  had  not 
received  certain  information  that  Britain 
was  well  difpofed  to  accommodate  matters 
with  America,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
year  1777  (in  confequence  of  which  Dr. 
Franklin  protefted,  that  unlefs  France 
would  immediately  declare  in  favour  of 
America,  her  caufe  would  be  loft)  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  grand  monarque  would 
have  continued  under  a  political  veil  for 
a  campaign  or  two  longer.  The  ireuch- 
ierous  and  daftardly  condudt  of  Count 
D'Eftaign's  fleet,  fliews  clearly  ti\at  :t  is 
not  yet  the  intention  of  France  to  enter 
heartily  into  the  caufe  of  the  Americans, 
becaufe  they  arc  not  fufficiently  reduced 
in  money  and  power,  tamely  to  bend  their 
necks  to  that  yoke  which  their  allies  have 
long  been  preparing  for  them. 

Sixthly  5  taxes  beyond  a  certain  amount y 
cannot  be  borne  by  any  fpecies  of  internal 
induftry  known  to  mankind.     High  taxes 
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can  be  fbpported  only  hj  that  kind  oS 
commerce  which  imports  from  foreigi^ 
fiates  a  balance  in  the  precious  metals* 
Whatever  taxes  are  raifed  beyond  fuch  as 
are  ncceffary  for  defraying  the  current  ex- 
pences^  of  government,  and  that  are  im- 
pofed  for  the  ptirpofe  of  paying  the  intereft 
of  an  accumulated  or  funded  debt^.  are  de- 
trimental  ta  all  countries,  but  to  thofethat 
depend  folely  on  colonizatioa  and.  agricuL- 
tore,,  are  abfolutely  ruinous^ 

,  In  new  fetftlements„  fertility  of  fbfl,  and. 
iftie  low  value  of  lands,  awaken  an  amtbi- 
tion  in  almoft  every  man,  of  becoming  att 
independent  farmer  or  planter.  He  for- 
fakes  the  occupation  of  a  manufafturer,. 
and  the  fcrvice  of  others^  and  becomes^ 
©n  his  own  account,  a  cultivator  of  new 
fcils.  Hence  the  price,  of  laboi^r  rifes^ 
above  the  value  of  tbofe  articles  on  which 
it  is  beftowed ;  and  the  wants  of  citizens^ 
as  well  as  of  landholders,  are  fupplied  by 
the  importation  of  different  commodities 
from  ftrangers,,  fubj^ed  to  certain  duties : 
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and  as  all  taxes  do  ultimately  fall  upon  . 
lands,  if  labour  is  burthened  with  a  public 
claim .  chargeable  direSily  upon  the  land 
and  its  produftions,  and  that  both  the  in- 
ternal and  imported  manufactures  are  alfo 
taxed  in  a  proportionate  degree ;  the  fum 
of  the  whole  becomes  coufiderably  more 
than  a  triple  tax  upon  agriculture ;  becaufc 
each  individual  who  pays  the  original  tax, 
claims  both  an  intereft  and  a  profit  upon 
the  previous  advances,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  and  principles  of  trade.  Thcfe  taxe§ 
will  be  grievoully  felt  by  thofe  who  were 
accuftomed  to  pay  only  fix-pence  per  head^ 
Inftead  of  one  fix-pence*  the  exigencies  of 
the  new  government  will  call,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  for  eighty  fix-pences.  If 
Holland,  Venice,  Genoa,  and  the  Hans- 
Towns,  whofe  forms  of  government  are 
wholly  or  partly,  republican,  had  pofl!eire4 
territories  of  fo  fpacious  an  extent  as  to 
have  made  agriculture  a  capital  obje<5l:> 
they  muft  have  perifhed  the  moment  when 
richer  powers  became  rivals  in  their  trade. 
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Seventhly;  America  will  fee  her  new 
fcttlements  abandoned,  her  country  depopu- 
lated, her  navigation  and  commerce  ruined, 
and  her  provinces  a  fubjeft  of  perpetual 
contention  to  Europe.  France  will  be- 
come the  obje6t  of  her  jealoufy  and  de- 
teftation ;  and  fhe  will  at  laft  be  convinced, 
that  her  true  happinefs  confifts  in  a  re-union 
with  the  parent  ftate* 

The  Americans  feem  to  tread  In  the 
foot-fteps  of  Cromwell  and  his  puritanical 
adherents  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
If  they  do  become  independent,  their  re* 
publican,  or  more  properly  their  denio- 
cratical  government  will  not,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  of  long  continuance.  People 
of  condition,  character,  and  fenfe,  will  not 
long  endure  the  infolcnce,  abufes,  and  de- 
predations of  upftarts,  at  the  heads  of 
armies,  and  in  the  departments  of  power. 
Their  refentment  againft  the  parent  ftate, 
no  longer  inflamed  by  the  feverities  of  war, 
will  gradually  cool.  Their  paflions  will 
fubfide,  and  yield  to  the  difpaflionatc  voice 
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of  reafon,  which  will  unite  them  in  a  re- 
folution  to  take  up  arm5  for  the  purpoft 
of  reftoring,  on  improved  and  permanent 
principles,  that  original  form  of  govern- 
ment which  conne^fted  them  with  Great 
Britain. 

Thus,  my  friend,  have  I  delivered  my 
fentimtnts  concerning  the  probable  ifluc 
of  that  melancholy  controverfy  which 
difturbs  every  quarter  of  the  world,  I 
believe  it  will  terminate  as  family  quarrels 
commonly  do,  in  a  fincere  reconciliation 
between  the  contending  parties,  and  in  as 
fincere  a  deteftation  of  thofe  malicious  in- 
termedlers  who  fanned  the  flame  of  dif- 
cord.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  in  the  prefent 
crifis,  that  every  branch  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  would  call  to  mind  that  mag- 
nanimous declaration  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  when  folicited  by  his  minifters 
to  accept  the  oiFers  of  thofe  provinces  of 
France  which  had  revolted  againft  his  in- 
veterate enemy  Henry  II.  Though  that 
prince  had  every  motive  to  accept  thole 
T  3  offers. 
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offers,  which  ambition,  jcaloufy,  and  re- 
venge could  oppofe  to  fentiments  of  mode^ 
ration  and  juftice,  he  yet  rejeCted  them,— 
^*  I  behold,  faid  he,  the  revolt  of  fubjefts 
againft  their  fovereign  with  fuch  horror, 
that  I  would  chearfully  affift  my  greateft 
enemy  to  reduce  them  to  fubjedtion/*    To 
the  recolleftion  of  America,  I  would  re- 
call the  manner  in  which  Spain  was  re- 
duced from  a  Hate  of  the  higheft  profpe- 
rity  to  be  a  Roman  province*     That  an- 
cient nation,  with  equal  ingratitude  and 
folly,  joined  her  arms  to  thofe  of  Rome, 
for  the  purpofe   of  humbling   Carthage, 
her  ally  by  the  ties  of  commerce,  and  of 
mutual  intercourfe  and  hofpitality.  Carth- 
age was  overthrown  in  the  unequal  conteft : 
biit  Spain,  reduced  to  the  moft  humiliating 
ftate  of  fervitude  to  her  powerful  allies, 
more  powerful  than  ever  by  the  ruin  of 
her  rival,  paid  dear  for  her  impolitic  con- 
du6t.    America  fhould  likewife  remember, 
that  the   Mexican  empire  was  not   fub- 
verted  by  the  power  of  Cortez,  but  by  an 
unnatural   confederacy    of  powerful   ca- 
ciques. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


/Evr«i**e»  Asia,  ^ad^ Africa.   279 

fijiques  and  tribes  with  the  Spaniards, 
againft  their  own  Emperor,  Intending 
only  to  make  themfelves  lefs  dependent 
on  their  fovereign,  hy  reducing  his  power, 
they  loaded  themfelves  and  their  wretched 
pofterity  with  perpetual  flavcry.  — P^ra 
would  never  have  been  conquered  by  all 
the  eflEort^  of  Pizarro  and  his  aflbciates, 
had  not  the  two  contending  Incas  ieverally 
invited  the  arms  of  the  Spaniand  to  over- 
throw his  brother^ 
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LETTER    XXX. 
To  J—  M ,  Efq; 

Calcutta,  Sept.  28,  1779* 

I  KNOW  not  whether  it  would  not 
have  been  better  policy  to  have  co- 
lonized Hindoftan  than  North  America. 
America  was  raifed  to  its  prefent  ftate  of 
grandeur  and  power,  from  lofty  woods  and 
from  defarts,  by  the  natives  of  Britain, 
whofe  induftry  was  encouraged  by  a  libe- 
ral and  profufe  expenditure  of  Britifh  trea- 
fure,  and  protected  by  an  unwearied  fup- 
port,  again  (I  the  ravages  of  foreign  and  in- 
teftine  enemies  :  and  in  order  to  give  the 
colonifts  fecure  and  unmolefted  pofleffion 
of  the  territories  they  occupied,  it  became 
a  leading  principle  in  Englifh  policy,  to 
exterminate  that  favage  race  of  men  who 
inherited  a  property  in  the  foil  from  na- 
ture.    But  Hindoftan  was  a  country  under 
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rich  cultivation,  flourifhing  in  ftately  ci- 
ties, extenfive  villages,  and  immwife 
wealth;  inhabited  by  a  numerous  and 
learned  people,  highly  accomplifhed  in 
manners,  fciences,  arts,  and  juriiprudencc. 
A  country  peopled  with  fuch  inhabitants, 
is  an  acquifition  infinitely  greater  than  any 
extent  of  unpeopled  territory  whatever* 
To  make  the  acquifition  complete,  it  is 
only  necefifary  to  make  the  people  happy, 
by  a  mild  fyftem  of  government  adapted 
to  their  manners,  cuftoms,  and  educations. 
Whatever  might  have  been  thought,  of 
the  comparative  importance  of  colonizing 
North  America  or  Hindoftan  before  the 
eruption  of  the  prefent  civil  war,  I  think 
Jgt  is  not  to  be  doubted  at  this  moment, 
when  we  contider  the  prefent  flate  and 
future  profped:  of  affairs  in  America,  that 
India  is  a  more  inviting  fcene  to  Britilh 
valourj^  induftry,  and  art.  I  have  in  my 
laft  letter  given  you  my  reafons  for  think- 
ing, that  if  the  Americans  were  left  in 
pofl[efl5ion  of  independency,  they  would 
foon  feek  for  a  reconciliation   with  the 
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parent  Hate,  as  the  furc  aad  only  means 
rf  efcaping  from  the  miferies  of  internal 
Ccmvulfion  and  foreign  ibminion.  Turn 
your  views  then^  my  countrymen^  from  the 
weft  to  the  eaft  i  from  the  fetting  to  the 
tifing  fun.  Here  is  a  wide  field  for  every 
exertion  of  genius,  and  effort  of  courage. 
Here  there  is  ample  fcope  for  ipeculation, 
whether  q£  an  abftraSed  or  Jefe  refined 
but  more  profitable  kind :  and  here  you 
may  fight,  on  advantageous  ground,  the 
natural  enemies  of  Britain !  Thus  it  is 
probable  that  you  !may  regain  your  old, 
and  thus  it  is  certain  you  may  raife  new 
colonies. 

An  encrcafe  of  people  would  encourage 
imencreafe  of  grain,  provifions,  and  cloath- 
ing.  In  proportion  to  this  would  be  the 
encreafe  of  raw  materials  and  manufac- 
tured commodities  for  exportation ;  which 
raw  materials  and  manufactured  commo- 
dities would  prove  a  plentiful  fource  of 
wealth  to  the  Englifti  Eaft  India  Com- 
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pany  aird  the  Britifh  nation.  Hence  the 
riches  of  Europe  would  flow,  by  a  natural 
attraction,  into  the  narrow  fcas  3  fince  no 
ctlier  couTitry  in  the  world  can  afFotd  to 
fell  their  labour  fo  cheap  as  the  Hindoos, 
the  moft  temperate^  perfevering,  and  inge- 
nious iDf  all  the  fons  of  men, 

A  COUNTRY  fo  extenfive  and  fertile  a:s 
Hindoftan,  that  produces  two  Or  three 
crops  in  the  year,  is  capable  of  famifhrn^ 
more  provifio'ns  of  all  forts,  than  double 
the  prefent  population  could  confumc;  ' 
and  at  the  fame  time,  of  continuing  ftillto 
.yield  more  filk,  cotton,  opium,  and  falt^ 
petre,  than  the  power  of  an  exclufive  com- 
pany will  be  able  to  export  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  Europe,  or  than  private  trad- 
ers convened  in  the  otber  parts  of  Afia, 
and  the  Perfian  and  Arabian  gulphs.  Spa- 
cious allotments  of  land  might  be  made 
to  individuals,  without  any  injury  wrhat- 
ever  to  commerce,  or  the  general  interefts 
of  the  community.  From  a  fyftem  of 
colonization,  the  grcateft  benefits  would 
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arife  to  the  country  of,  Hindoftan ;  and  an 
inexhauftible  fourcc  of  wealth,  as  well  as 
a  new  and  fecurc  channel  of  private  and 
public  remittances,  would  be  opened  to 
Great  Britain. 

Colonization  will  prove  the  beft 
means  of  recovering  and  re- cultivating  the 
deferted  lands,  where  opulent  cities,  popu- 
lous villages,  and  high  cultivation,  once 
gave  life  and  contentment  to  millions. 
The  induftry  of  colonifts  will  drain  many 
of  thofe  marifhy  tra(9:s  of  pountry,  the 
richnefs  of  which  will  abundantly  com- 
penfate  that  labour ;  while  fecurity  will 
thus  be  provided  to  both  people  and  cat- 
tle againfl  thofe  fierce  deftruftive  animals 
with  which  the  depopulated  parts  of  Hin- 
doftan are  at  prefent  infefted.  The  me- 
lancholy progrefs  of  the  Sugar* Ants*  in 

the 

•  The  Weft  India  Sugar-Ants,  which  arc  fo  deflru6live 
to  canes,  were  introduced,*  it  is  alledged,  in  mold  or  dung 
brought  over  from  Demerara  into  Barbadoes  by  Godfrey 
Clarke,  Efq;  father  of  the  late  Mr.  Clarke  of  that  ifland. 
They  have  a  moft  voracious  appetite  for  canes,  but  deftroy 
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tlie  Weft  Indies,  feertis  to  threaten  the  ut- 
ter deftruftion  of  that  coxBmodity  in  the 

Weftern 

noting  elfe,  «xccpt  cattle^  and  fomctimes  children*— 
They  attack  the  flalk  and  fibres  of  the  canes  in  the  ground, 
and  thus  confume  its  juices,  until  it  decays.  They  axe 
a  very  fmall  fpecies  of  ants,  itreaked  brown  and  white, 
having  a  kind  of  down  over  the  body,  and  an  add  tafte. 
They  dig,  if  there  is  foil  to  permit,  fcveral  feet  deep  Into 
the  earth,  they  march  in  a  flraight  courfe,  and  in  regular 
proceffion ;  in  the  nights,  mornings,  and  evenings,  and 
4uring  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  burrow  in  the  earth,  or 
under  fome  other  ihade,  carrying  their  young  in  their 
mouths ;  they  avoid  entering  upon  land  newly  turned  up, 
preferring  always  the  beaten  track,  and  ihun  afhes  if  ibewed 
in  the  way  ;  no  fire  or  water  will  alter  their  deUination,  or 
flop  their  progrefs ;  they  will  extinguifh  a  fire  by  the  mil- 
lions which  perifti  upon  it,  to  pave  a  paiTage  for  the  maia 
body  ;  "and  they  watch  the  bank  of  a  river,  till  a  log  of 
wood,  or  any  other  piece  or  branch  of  timber  crofies  be- 
tween the  oppofite  iides,  of  which  they  indantly  make  a 
bridge,  and  tranfport  themselves,  continuing  their  route 
until  they  come  to  a  fugar  plantation,  where  they  ict  them- 
fclves  down,  until  it  is  dcmoliftied.  Thus  their  motioa 
and  progrefs  is  very  flow.  It  has  been  compnted,  that  it 
will  require  near  an  equal  number  of  flaves  to  refiH  the 
deftrudion  of  the  ants  on  a  plantation,  as  all  the  other  ope- 
rations thereof,  if  the  foil  and  other  requifites  are  natu- 
rally good.— From  Barbadoes  they  wereiirft  communicated 
to  Martinico,  in  packages  of  goods  and  pf ovifions ;  «and 
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Wcftern  hemifjphcre.     At  any  rate,  this 
peft,  by  the  expcnce  of  that  labour  which 


IS 


they  were  brought  from  Barbadoes  to  a  plantation  of 
Mr.  Ciark'v  in  Granada,  whence  they  fpread  to  thoie  i»« 
me^ately  adjoining,  in  the  courTe  often  yea*8,-»A  fm«^ 
gler  from  Afertinico,  'in  revenge  for  an  injury,  brought 
them  in  a  targe  bottle  from  Martinico  to  the  plantation  of 
ft  French  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  illand,  which 
the  owner  wifely  fold  as  fooa  a9  he  could,  to  McC  Bofan- 
quet  and  Fatrain  London.  From  thefe  tvifo  plantatio>nSt 
they  have  extended  to  feveral  neighbouring  eftates.  In 
like  manner  they^ere  brought  to  Tobago  ^m  Barbadoes* 
And  from  Martinico  they  have  been  conveyed  to  St.  Lu^ 
cia,  Gaudaloupe,  Granadines,  and  to  one  plantauon  only 

in  Dominica. Various  methods  have  ineffedually  been 

tried  to  deilroy  them.  Their  fenfes  are  fo  acute,  that  in 
whatever  method  poifcm  is  adminiftered,  they  will  quickly 
difcem  its  pernicious  effeds,  and  avoid  it.  The  tn« 
habitants  of  the  French  iflands  of  Granada  and  Tobago, 
have  offered,  by  ordinances  and  laws,  premiums,  exceeding 
(in  the  whole)  100,000 1.  for  the  difcovory  of  an  effeduai 
node  to  eradicate  or  defiroy.  them. 

The  fagacity  or  initindl  of  the  Sugar- Ants  will  ceafe  to 
be  ah  obje^  of  wonder,  when  we  attend  to  the  aftonlfliing 
difcoveiies  whkh  have  lately  been  made  by  Mr.  Siaeath* 
man  concerning  the  Ants  caUed  Tbrmitbs. 

The  Termites  has  generally  been  reckoned  an  Ant, 
and  has  gone  by  that  general  name  in  our  books  of  natural 
hiftory;  but  upon  examinafiioiL,  we  £nd  the  £gure  of  tho 
animaU  mateiiaUy  difiorent,  aa  well  0$  their  way  of  life. 

The 
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is  ncceflarily  employed  in  refilling  it,  wiU^ 
in  all  probability,^  raife  the  prke  of  fugar 


to 


Thfi  fiift  ftate  of  tha  Termites  is  tbat  of  labourers;  th^ 
then  become  foldiers ;  ia  dib  their  bulk  is  iacreafed,  and 
they  become  quite  ufelefs  for  all  the  porpofes  of  labour  |; 
ia  ^leir  laft  ftage  thej  get  wings,  which,  however^  ibott 
fall  off;  when  they  become  a  prey  to  the  fowlsj>  or  the  ia- 
habitaxUB  of  the  country,  who  reckon  them  excellent  ft!o4> 
It  is  from  among  thefe  that  tbo  queen  is  chofen  hf  a  body 
of  wandering  labourers.  In  tKe  date  yte  defcrlbe^  they  ar^ 
very  (maU,  not  exceeding  in  ike  the  common  ant  of  this 
country.  This  is  the  ftate  of  exigence  in  which  they  pec* 
form  their  chief  operations,,  and  it  is  in  this  they  are  to  b^ 
coniidered  as  moll  perfeft,  as  in  it  they  fulfil  all  the  puTr 
pofes  of  their  exiftence.-^like  the  Ant,  thefe  animals*  af- 
iemble  in  large  ibcieties^  where  every  individnal  »oc 
only  obeys  the  laws,  but  contributes  his  Ihare  to  fiipply 
the  neceflitios  or  convenlencies  of  the  whole  body,  Tbo 
working-Termites  iathis  ilate  is  called  by  Mr»  Smeathman^ 
the  labourers^  for  they  build  the  habitations  and  perform 
the  other  laborious  offices  of  the  fociety.  Theie  labourers^ 
like  the  working-bees*,  are  neither  male  nor  female ;  which 
fisems,  in  both  cafes,  a  wife  regulation  in  nature.  Lov«» 
which  creates  fo  many  divi&ons  amongft  the  more  folitary 
animals^  would  quite  iBterrupt  the  neceilary  duties  of  fuch 
an  exten£ve  republic.  As  their  hearts  are  affefled  by  no 
impulie  but  the  general  good,  the  common  offices  are 
formed  with  regularity  and  care.  Beiides  thefe  labourers 
there  is  another  kind  of  Termites,  much  larger,  which  carry 
a  forceps  as  an  oSenfive  weapon ;  thef«  gentlemen  over- 
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to  fuch  a  height,  that  other  countries  muft 
be  reforted  to  for  its  cultivation.      The 

fearch 

fee  the  labourers  at  work,  and  protcft  the  habitation  from 
the  infults  of  other  animals ;  on  this  account  they  are  called 
by  Mr.  Smeathman  the  foldiers.  As  far  as  we  know,  thefe 
have  no  other  ufe,  for  they  can  neither  work  nor  propagate 
their  fpecies.  The  queen,  from  whofe  prolific  body  all 
the  others  arife,  is  next  to  be  confidered :  She  originally 
enjoyed  no  fuperiority  over  the  other  female  Termites, 
who  in  a  certain  ftate,  like  the  bees,  leave  their  habita-  , 
tioas  in  fearck  of  others ;  but  by  chance,  with  many  of  her 
companions,  flie  is  met  by  a  body  of  wandering  labourers, 
who  immediately  eled  her  out  of  the  multitude  for  their 
fovereign,  while  the  reft  are  left  to  wander  till  they  are 
picked  up  by  the  inhabitants,  or  by  other  animals. 
Tiie  queen  fo  chofen  is  put  into  the  royal  apartment, 
which  is  about  the  middle  of  the  habitation.  This  room 
is  fitted  to  her  fize,  arched  above,  with  a  plane  furface 
below.  In  order  to  impregnate  her  majefty,  fevcral  males 
are  chofen  by  the  workers,  and  (hut  up  along  with  her :  the 
other  males  that  remain  are  expelled  the  fociety,  or  put  to 
death  as  a  burden  altogether  unnecefTary.  So  far  will 
found  policy  conquer  humanity  in  other  breafts  than  oury. 
— Having  given  fome  idea  of  the  labourers,  the  foldiers, 
the  queen,  and  her  males,  it  will  next  be  proper  to  fay 
fomething  of  their  aftonifhing  habitations.  Thefe  are 
very  common  in  Africa,  the  Weft-India  iflands,  Brafil, 
and  other  parts  of  South  America.  They  are  of  very 
different  fizes,  according  to  their  age,  the  ftate  of  the  re- 
public,  and  oth^r  circumftanccs ;  thwr  height  is  often  in- 

confidcrablt. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


feuROPEy  Asia,  and  Av tick.  289 

icafch  is  over.     The  country  is  already  ia 
tour  pofleflioni  of  which  the  fugar-plant  is 

a  native; 

tbhfiderable^  tho' frequently  they  are  found  to  rife  In  a  coni{ 
cal  figure^  to  no  lefs  than  fourteen*  flxteen^,  or  even  eighteen 
feet^  with  a  bafe  in  good  proportion  to  the  other  parts « 
If  we  compare  their  bulk  to  that  of  men,  how  vaftly  fu-  - 
perior  muft  we  allow  fuch  a  building  to  be  to  any  of  our 
greateft  works  l-*-ShaIl  we  flill  fay,  that  thofe  hands  which 
colleded  and  formed,  prepa^red  and  applied  fuch  proper 
materials,  were  moved  by  inftinft  alone  ?  that  thofe  heads 
which  couM  diredt  fuch  an  immenfe  worky  which  could 
vary  it  as  circumflances  were  cha^nged,  which  could  alter 
it  with  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  repair  every  injury 
in  the  (horteft  and  belt  manner — (hall  we  fay  that;  thofe 
lieads  were  illuminated  with  no  rays  of  reafon  ;  that  they 
tould  not  relied  of  compare,  compound  or  decompound 
their  ideis  ? — Thefe  buildings  are  compofed  of  earthy 
parts,  united  in  fuch  a  manner  with  vegetable  ^uice^i  that 
the  compound  exadty  refembles  a  ftone.  When  feveral 
6f  fuch  happen  to  be  united,  the  mafs  fo  formed  is  very 
cottfiderable ;  and  it  is  coBdmon  to  fee  the  cattle  afcend 
them,  to  view  what  is  going  on  in  the  diftant  country.  This 
they  can  do  without  the  leaft  injury  to  the  buildings,  fa 
hard  and  well-formed  they  are  in  all  thofe  parts  where  in*- 
juries  might  be  received.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Smeathman 
has  firft  given  a  proper  account  of  the  internal  ilruilure  Of 
thefe  buildings,  which  waiFdifHcuIt  to  be  done,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  hardnefs  of  their  walls,  and  the  bravery  of  the 
foldiers  who  defend  them.  He  fays,  that  upon  iirfl  op 
fering  any  violence  to  tlie  flrufdur©,  a  few  foldiers  mako' 
their  appearance,  who  run  about  with  every  mark  of 
Vol.  I.  U  anxiety 
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^  native,  and  where  the  expence  of  raifin^ 
and  converting  it  into  fugar,  will  be  fo 

far 

jknxiety  and  rage  in  fearch  ef  the  aggrefTor :  mort  troop» 
foon  q)pear,  tiH  at  lengdi  the  whole  multitude  is  in  com- 
motion. They  affail  die  enemy  with  their  forceps,  and 
^ill  kill  the  largeft  animals  that  perfift  in  offending 
them.  When  their  enemy  has  difappeared,-  they  care^ 
fully  examine  the  injury  they  ha\re  fuflained ;  the  la* 
bourers  immediately  colle6l  materials  to  repair  the 
damage  :  while  they  are  at  work,  a  (bldier  is  fet  over 
them,  who  now  and  then  makes  a  (ore  of  ihrill  noife, 
which  continues  fome  feconds ;  when  this  commences,  the 
workmen  who  were  beginiMftg  to  turn  languid  in  their 
operations,  widi  one  foul  increafe  their  effort,  till  fetigue 
again  requires  another  ftimulus. — In  the  fame  way  our 
(ailors  are  animated  witk  their  mutual  Ihouts  ;•  and  I  fup^ 
pofe  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  oxen  move  widi  greater 
alacrity  by  the  plowman's  whiftle,  or  the  Italian  mule 
with  his  bell. — The  moft  remarkable  part  of  the  inner 
building,  is  the  room  where  the  queen  is  lodged  :  fhe  is^ 
put  in  here  at  £rft  no  larger  than  a  common  ant,  but  after 
being  impregnated,  her  body  fwe;lls  to  a  m^ich  greater 
fize,  while  the  head  ftill  remains  a»  before.  An  old  queen 
will  often  be  an  inch  or  more  in  circumference^  witii  length 
in  proportion,  ^  that  we  find  her  apartment  increafed  to^ 
a  diameter  of  feveral  inches,  with  a  fui table  height.  From 
this  room  there  arc  feveral  paffages  for  her  attendants, 
which  communicate  with  a  vaft  number  of  cells  that  fur- 
"  round  it.  Thefe  domeftics,  to  the  number  of  many  thou- 
fands,  are  employed  in  nothing  but  waiting  on  the  queen*^ 
Some  of  them  bring  her  food,  while  the  reft  arc  fufficiendy 
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far  below  that  which  attended  its  culture 
in  the  Weft  Indies^  that  after  allowing  a 

generous 

employed  in  carryihg  awjiy  the  ova  wbich  ihfe  cohtiilually 
depofits,  to  the  cells  already  mentioned.  Thefc  offices  arc 
abfolutely  neceflary,  for  there  is  no  paflkge  left  fufficiehtly 
farge  to  let  the  queen  out  of  Her  rboih,  where  fhe  remains 
conftantly  from  her  firft  entrarice.  The  number  of  ova 
which  a  queen  will  depofit  in  a  minute,  exceeds  all  belief* 
As  the  bulk  of  this  chamber  Js  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
humber  of  domeftics  it  always  contains,  aild  as  fome  of 
them  are  going  from  the  entrances  to  the  queen,  while 
Others  are  moving  ih  a  eontrafy  direction,  great  confu- 
iion  might  be  occafioned,  did  thfcy  not  wifely  avoid  it,  by- 
forming  themfelves  iiito  u  fpiral  troop,  Co  that  every  ond 
before  he  can  arrive  at  the  door  from  the  queeft,  muft  de- 
fcribe  the  whole  line.  The  nurfery  which  furi-ounds  the 
Queen's  chamber,  is  made  up  of  a  vaft  number  of  cells 
for  the  reception  of  the  ova,  where  they  ai*e  depofited  by 
the  queen's  attendants.  In  the  walls  of  the  buildings^ 
there  is  a  kind  of  Covered  way  fortned,  by  which  the  inha- 
bitants afcend  to  the  top  of  if,  or  to  any  heigfht  they  may 
incline  t  as  they  cannot  adhere  to  a  furface  like  a  fly,  they 
kave  inclined  this  paifage  at  a  convenient  aiigk  for  waik^ 
ing.  This  communicates  with  the  other  cells,  rooms,  or 
paiTages,  fo  that  the  whole  body  can  on  any  emergency 
trans6sr  themfelves  to  any  part. 

The  numerous  tribes  of  the  animals  we  have  been 
defcribing,  were  not  furely  made  to  anfwer  no  end,  or  as 
f6me  have  been  tempted  to  imagine,  onlj^;^  to  anfwer  a  bad 
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generous  freight  equal  to  time,  diftance, 
and  other  circumftances,  it  will  abun- 
dantly cpmpenfate  the  planter,  and  yield 
a  moft  beneficial  remittance, 

one.  It  is  trury  the  planter  in  the  Wefl-Indies  is  often 
nearly  ruined  by  the  ravages  they  make — premiums  have 
been  offered  ibr  a  method  to  deftroy  thefe  deilrudllve  antSj, 
as  they  are  called.  Vegetable  fubftances,  when  once  de- 
prived of  the  principle  of  life,^  are  fiire  to  be  attacked  by^ 
them>  if  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  edifices,  from 
which  they  make  cxcurfions  in  hollow  ways,  formed  of  the 
fame  materials  with,  their  other  works.  They  will  reduce 
a  houfe  almoft  to  powder  in  a  few  hours,  by  perforating!, 
in  a  thoufand  directions,  the  timber  that  covers  and  fup- 
ports  it*  Mr»  Smeathman  fays,  that  he  has  feen  a  cheft 
with  its  contents,, in  a  fhort  time  fo  pierced  and  eaten  with 
thefe  infedls,  that  it  retained  its  former  figure,  though 
little  of  either  its  original  weight  or  fubftance.  In  Africaj, 
the  houfes  are  very  frecjuently  entirely  carried  away,  and 
every  thing  in  them. 

But  thefe  animals  alfo  produce  good  eiFe£ls,  by  reducing 
to  earth,  the  vegetable  fubilances  which  arife  fo  faft  and 
in  fuch  quantities  in  that  luxuriant  foil.  Putridity,  whea 
in  conjunction  with  moiflure  and  heat,  is  known  to  caufe 
fevers  of  the  worft  fort  in  the  equatorial  countries*  With- 
out the  Termites,  the  Mufquettoes,  which  alfo  prevent  this 
putridity,  and  other  animals  of  the  like  kind,  we  may  ven# 
ture  to  affert,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  habitable 
world  would  be  quite  unfit  for  the  purpofcs  of  animal^ 
or  perhaps  vegetable  life* 
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.  EvpRV  fpecies  of  improvement,  which 
affords  liberal  encouragement  to  labour 
and  induftry,  will  tend  tp  retain  the  na- 
tives at  home,  and  operate  as  a  voluntary 
barrier  againft  emigration.  By  introduc- 
ing a  new  branch  of  commerce,  it  will  rp- 
tain  annually  above  250,000  L  fterling  in 
circulation,  which  is  now  fent  in  fpecie 
to  pay  for  fugar  and  arrack  tp  the  Dutch 
in  Batavia,  for  the  confumption  of  Bengal, 
and  the  coafts  of  Coromandel,  Malabar, 
and  Guzarat ;  and  contribute  to  render  the 
whole  country  lefs  dependent  on  foreign- 
ers for  common  fupplies^ 

,  The  incjigo  flirub  is  alfo  a  native  gf 
this  country ;  and  the  quality  of  its  indi- 
go, under  the  difad vantage  of  a  total  ig- 
norance of  the  proper  method  of  manu- 
fa<Sturing  it,  ihews  what  it. is  capable  of 
j>eing  made  by  due  management.  The 
exportation  of  this  commodity  to  Britain, 
will  be  more  beneficial  in  every  refpcd  to 
the  exporter  and  planter  than  the  fugar ; 
U  3  befide^ 
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befidcs  that  it  wijl  render  the  Britifh  ma-» 
nufafturcr  Icfs  dependent  for  that  nccef* 
fary  article  on  North  America,  prance,  an4 
Spain.  As  to  cocoa,  it  may  be  raifed  in 
the  plains  of  Hindoftan  in  fuch  quanti-r 
tics  and  at  fo  fmall  an  expence,  as  to  anni- 
hilate the  balance  which  the  confumption 
of  chocolate  creates  againft  Britain  in  the 
fcale  of  trade.  The  foil  and  climate  of  In- 
dia, together  with  the  perfevcring  affiduity 
of  the  natives,  applying  themfelvcs  accord-» 
ing  tp  their  r^fpeftive  families,  to  diftind^ 
or  particular  branches  of  labour,  feem  na-* 
turally  adapted  to  the  culture  of  the  co- 
chineal infedt.  Jf  no  fortunate  pafualty 
;n  politics  IhalJ  put  the  Br(tifh  nation  in 
poffeflion  of  the  ifiand  of  Ceylpn*  (a 
fpot  not  more  dcfi^-able  for  the  yaft  ^vcalth 


•  When  tkis  letter  wa«  written,  Britain  w^s  at  peac^ 
V^ith  Holland. — The  late  rupture  between  thefe  na-n 
lions,  has  ppened  imttiei^  pro%e6U  ta  Englaad,  bjf 
ihc  conquftft  pf  t^  iflai^d  qf  Q^ybii  ^4  '^^  Q^P^  of 
fiopd  Hope, 
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k  yields;  than  for  its  pofition  and  harbour,^ 
fa  excellently  adapted  for  the  protedioii 
of  a  navy  at  all  feafons,  and  confequently 
for  the  defence  of  all  India)  the  fouthern 
parts  of  the  Carnatic,  which  have  already 
fome,  are  capable  of  pi^oducing  abundance 
of  cinnamon  of  the  very  beft  quality.  In 
fliort,  it  were  vain  to  attempt  an  enume- 
ration of  the  various  articles  of  fubfiftence 
and  of  trade,  which  the  famed  peninfula 
of  HiNDOSTAN  is  capable  of  yielding  to 
a  liberal  and  wife  guardian,^  in  cattle, 
flocks,  grain,  cloths,  falts,  ores,  drugs, 
gums,  &c.  &c.  Induilry  and  common  ua-n 
derftanding,  with  the  protedion*  of  perfon 
and  property,  would  undoubtedly  make  it 
again  vdiat  the  Orientalifts  ftiled  it  pf  oldi 
^he  Paradife  of  Nations. 

India,  reftored  to  a  refcmblance  of 
what  it  was,  will  open  its  rich  fluices,  and 
With  a  ftrong  attracftive  power,  draw,  in 
barter  fof  its  commodities,  fuch  fupplies 
of  precious  metals  from  European,  Afri* 
tan,  and  Afiatic  nations,  that  the  credit 
U  4  of 
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q£  the  protcfting  power  vy^ill  Gp-operat<» 
with  the  grateful  feelings  of  a  happy  peo-r 
pie,  to  give  cffedlual  currency  to  bankr 
potes  in  circulation :  whence  a  new  fun4 
of  folid  gain  will  flow  into  the  Company's, 
and  thence  into  the  national  t^reafure. — r 
JSut  to  give  the  greateft  poffible  encouragcr 
ment  to  general  induftry,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  for  the  promo** 
tion  of  manufactures  and  commerce,  ^ 
general  bank  fhould  be  eftabliflied,  with  a 
treafury  an4  mint,  on  a  new  and  cxtenfire 
fcale,  and  upon  liberal  principles,  equally 
ufeful  to  the  country  and  to  the  proprietors. 
In  order  to  fhew  the  happy  cpnfequences 
arifing  from  a  free  and  eafy  ufe  o(  money, 
in  the  country  of  which  I  now  fpeak,  let 
me  mention  an  anecdote  which  I  heard 
from  a  Mr.  Wood  (with  whom  J  hap- 
pened accidentally  to  be  ift  company)  a 
free  merchant  of  J)ecca. — ^Mr.  Wood, 
coming  from  Decca  to  Calcutta,  through 
a  large  tra£t  pf  uncultivated  and  mar(hy 
wood§,  which  renders  that  navigation  both 
tedious  and  dangerous,  chanced  to  fa^l  Iq 
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with  a  poor  native  wood-cutter.  In  thc^ 
courfe  of  converfation,  the  poor  maii  faid, 
that  if  he  had  but  fifty  rupees  (five 
pounds)  he  could  make  a  comfortable  fet^ 
dement.  The  fifty  rupees  Mr.  Wood  lent 
him.  When  Mr.  Wood,  after  flaying 
fome  time  at  Calcutta,  returned  tp  Decca^ 
he  faw  the  effeds  of  his  bounty  in  an  ad- 
vanced fettlement  on  a.  fmall  eminence, 
newly  cleared  from  ftanding  trees.  Unfo-? 
licited,  he  lent  the  wood-cutter  fifty  ru- 
pees more.  The  next  voyage,  Mr.  WooiJ 
vvas  delighted  to  behold  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  the  fettlement,  and  aftoniftied  to  meet 
the  wood- cutter  offering  to  repay  half  the 
fmall  but  generous  loan.  Mr.  Wood  re- 
fufed  to  receive  it  at  that  time,  and  lent 
one  hundred  rupees  more.  About  eighteen 
months  after  the  commencement  of  the 
fettlement,  Mr.  Wood  had  the  inexpref- 
fible  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  his  poor  wood- 
cutter at  the  head  of  five  populous  villages^, 
and  a  fpacious  traft  of  fine  land  under  cul- 
tivation, drained  and  cleared  of  fwamps  and 
woods.      The   wood-cutter  repayed   the 

principal 
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principal  of  the  finall  fuiji  he  had  bor-i 
rowed,  and  tendered  the  intereft,  while 
tears  of  gratitude  and  humbk  affedHon, 
trickled  down  his  venerable  but  finiling 
countenance* 
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LETTER    XXXI. 
Ta  J— ^  M— ,  Efqi  London. 

Calcutta,  ift  Oaobcr,  1779. 

T  N  this  celebrated  land,  fo  abundan*  in 

objects  of  curiofity,  a  :ftrai^pcr  is  par-r 

ticularly  ftruck  with  cuftoms,   manners, 

and  opinions,  Mrhofc  origin  lies  buried  in 

the  depths  of  an  unfathomable  antiquity. 

But  the  moft  ftriking  filatures  in  tl^  cha^ 

Faster  of  the  Hindoos,  arc  tbcur  fuperfti-* 

tion,  and  veneration  for  the  inftitutions  and 

tenets  of  their  forefathers.    In  India,  the 

dominion  of  religion  extends  to  a  thou<» 

iand  particulars,  which  in  other  countries 

are  governed  either  by  the  civil  laws,  ot 

by  tafte,  cuftom,  or  £a£hion.    Drefs,  fooc^ 

the  common  intercourfes  of  life,  marriages, 

{)rofei&ons,  all  are  under  the  j  uriidiiS^n 

g£  religion.     There  is  fcarcely  any  thing 

which. 
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which  is  not  regulated  by  fuperftition. 
It  prefcribes  rules  of  conduct  in  all  cir* 
cumftances  and  fituations ;  nor  is  there  any 
thing  almoft  fo  trifling  or  minute  as  to  be 
confidered  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  The 
original  government  of  the  Hindoos,  was 
in  reality  an  hierarchy;  for  among  that 
religious  people,  the  higheft  authority  was 
pofleffed  by  the  priefthood,  or  the  Brah- 
min cq^,  a  tribe  of  priefts  like  that  of 
Levi  among  the  Jews*  Nor  is  it  in  this 
inftance  only,  that  we  find  a  refemblance 
between  the  natives  of  India  and  that 
fingular  people  I  have  juft  now  mentioned. 
Not  only  were  the  governments  of  both 
nations  hierarchical,  but  in  both  there 
was  a  vaft  variety  of  religious  obfcrvanccs 
and  ceremonies  extending  to  many  particu* 
lars,  which  in  other  countries  are  matters  of 
choice  or  of  indiflference ;  and  both  enter- 
tained the  moft  profound  refped:  and  v^oe"". 
ration  for  their  anceftors. 

In  European  nations  there  is  a  love  of 
l^ovelty^  and  an  ardour  of  improvement, 

which 
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which  leads  to  a  contempt  of  paft  times, 
and  an  high  eftimation  of  the  prefent.  In 
Alia,  particularly  in  India,  both  on  thi^ 
iide  and  beyond  the  Ganges,  there  is  a 
icrupulous  tenacity  of  ancient  cuftoms  and 
manners ;  and  the  bbje<3:  of  emulation  is, 
not  to  invent  any  thing  new,  but  to  pre- 
ferve  in  their  original  purity,  the  u{age$ 
and  the  doftrines  of  the'  moft  rcmotp 
antiquity.  I  know  not  whether  there  be 
not  a  certain  connexion  between  this  dif- 
pofition,  and  that  turn  which  prevails  in 
India,  not  towards  invention  or  defign,  but 
to  imitation.  In  arts,  of  this  laft  kind, 
the  Hindoos  are  fo  dextrous,  that  the  ori-? 
ginal  model  is  not  to  be  diflinguifhed  from 
the  new  production,  in  any  kind  of  clpth, 
earth,  metal,  wood,  or.  ftone.  For  works 
of  imitation,  their  nkture  feems  peculiarly 
fitted,  by  that  patient  perfeverance  which 
fo  eminently  diftinguiflies  them  i  and  by 
another  quality,  if  it  be  another,  which  is, 
that  they  are  wholly  occupied  and  ab- 
ibrbed  in  the  prefent  obje6J:.     No  diilrac- 
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tion  of  thought,  no  wandering  of  imagi-* 
nation  :  the  force  of  their  mind,  by  means 
of  fixed  attention,  is  brought  to  bear,    as 
it  were,  againft  one  place  i   it  is  brought 
lo  a  centre  of  percuffion.    And  with  all 
this  perfev^rance  and  ftraining  of  attention^ 
they  preferve  an  evennefs  of  fpirits,  which 
are  never  very  much  elevated  but  by  the 
jpower  of  opium,    or  other   intoxicating 
herbs^  but  never  deprefled  by  fuch  labour 
as  is  fuited  to  their  bodily  frames  and  con- 
ilitutions.  The  tranquillity  of  their  minds, 
even  in  the  moft  trying  cifcumftances,  is 
exprefled  by  a  coliftant  fmile  that  fits  grace- 
fully on  their  placid  countenances* 

I  HAVE  often  had  occafion  to  animadvert 
on  the  partial  and  falfe  notions  entertained 
in  Europe,  that  all  other  nations  in  the 
world  are  barbarians.  Under  the  idea  of 
heathenifm,  the  Europeans  comprehend 
barbarous  cuftoms,  manners,  and  laws, 
and  ideas  unworthy  of  the"  attributes  of 
the  Supreme  Being, — I  confefs,  that  in 
lo  "  tny 
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my  opinkm^  iJie  diargc  of  barbarifmtnight 
juftly  be  retorted  on  the  arrogant  natives 
of  Europe,  by  moft  nations  in  the  world* 
I  have  had  occafion  to  fee  and  to  converie 
with  various  tribes  of  thoie  nations  that 
agTe  denominated,  not  iariarous,  but  even 
/avage,  on  the  continent  and  in  the  iflands 
of  America,  and  havfe  had  accurate  infor- 
mation concerning  naaiiy  nations  in  Africa* 
I  have  feen  or  had  cxaft  information  of 
the  principles  and  manners  of  many  na- 
tions in  Afia,  and  the  Afiatic  and  African 
iflands  5  and  I  have  not   a  doubt  in  my 
mind,  that  the  nations  of  Europe  are  more 
favage  than  any  of  all  thefe ;  if  by  the 
term  favdge^  I  may  be  allowed  to  ond^-- 
ftand   oppreffion,    cruelty^   and   injuftice. 
^hat  people,  in  my  mind,  have  the  beft  titler 
to   the  praife  of  civilization  and   refine- 
ment, who  are  'the  moft  humacbe,  cour- 
teous, and  juft  in  the  intercourfes  of  focial 
life.    A  nation  may  be  pofiefled  of  an  high 
degree    of    refinement    in   the  arts    and 
Xciences,  and  with  regard  to  the  great  art 
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of  life,  which  confifts  in  the  pradice  ol^ 
virtoe,   may  be    mere  barbarians  *•      Iii 

Europe 

*  Whether  the  progrefs  of  civilization  contributes,  on 
tlie  whole,  to  the  improvement  of  virtue  and  the  advance* 
ment  of  happinefs,  is  a  queftion  which  has  furniihed  of. 
late  an  ample  field  of  fpeculation^  The  greateft  part  of 
^eculative  reafoners,  hefitate  not  to  afcribe  to  the  progrefil' 
€>f  fcience  and  of  art,  whatever  is  ddfirable,  graceful, 
and  noble  in  human  life  ;  while  others  decry  this  progreh 
as  the  fertile  fource  of  infelicity,  debafement,  and  cor-* 
ruption.  This  laft  opinion  is  generally  confidered  as 
whimfieal,  although  it  has  been  maintained  by  the  genius 
and  pathetic  eloquence  of  RoufTeau.  Indeed,  it  mtifl  b^ 
allowed,  that  on  this  head  RoufTeau  is  fomewhat  extrava- 
gant ;  although  not  fo  extravagant  as  thofe  who  reprefenti 
mankind  in  the  firft  fta^es  of  fociety,  merely  as  animals 
roaming  through  wood3  and  defefts  in  qu^ft  of  prey,  de- 
void of  all  fidelity^  benevolent  inftind,  and  focial  love. 

The  learned  and  fagacious  author  of  £ssays  on  thb 
Hi&TORY  of  Mankind  in  rude  and  cultivated 
Ages,  is  of  opinion,  that  here,  as  in  many  other  cafes, 
the  truth  will  be  found  to  lie  between  two  extremes  :  and 
that  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  progrefs  in  queftioni 
•'  is  real,  yet  far  inferior  to  what  th€  panegyrifts  of  fdence 
and  art  have  reprcfented  it  to  be ;  and  juft  barely  enough 
to  reward  that  cohtinua!  purfuit  which  it  folicits  from 
<very  nation  once  engaged  in  this  career.*' 

The  epithets  har tarsus  ^nd  cMliKed,  fays  the  fame  in- 
genious advocate  for  the  dignity  of  human  nature^ "  occur 
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Eiirope,  the  progrefe  of  vice  has  kept  pace 
with  that  of  kno\<rledge.    If  the  people  of 

the 

lb  frequently  in  converfation  and  in  books,  that  whoever 
employs  his  thoughts  in  contemplation  of  the  manners 
and  hiftory  of  mankind,  will  have  occafion  to  conflder, 
with  fi»me  attention ,  both  what  ideas  thefe  words  are 
conimonly  meant  to  convey,  and  in  what  fenfe  they  ought 
K)  be  employed  by  the  hiflorian,  and  moral  philofopher. 

•*  It  is  of  fome  importance  furely,  in  every  difcuflion  re- 
lative to  human  affairs,  to  have  afcertained  before-hand, 
what  are  thofe  qualities  in  the  manners  and  characters  of 
different  nations,  which,  according  to  the  eltimation  of 
reafon,  after  an  impartial  furvey  of  mankind,  as  they  are 
and  have  been,  may  juftify  the  impofition  of  names  im« 
plying  almoft  unlimited  cenfure  or  applaufe. 

**  Perhaps^  on  ^xaqiination^  it  will  not  appear  th^t  any 
limple  criterion  of  civilization  and  barbarity,  taken  either 
from  laws,  or  manners,  or  any  other  circumfiance  in  hu- 
man affairs^  can  be  fixed  upon,  as  correfponding  to  the 
general  ufe  which  is  made  of  jthefe  tem;is,  and  fitted  tp 
explain  their  application  in  particular  ^afes. 

*'  Thajt  civilization^  fo  highly  extolled,  is  plainly  under- 
flood,  by  its  admirers,  to  be  fomewhat  of  a  mixed  and 
complicated  nature,  comprehending  various  conftituent 
parts,  fome  effential  to  its  very  exiftence,  fome  only  ac- 
ceflbry  and  ornamental.  In  the  total  abfence  of  the  former 
of  thefe,  Barhartty,  according  to  the  general  acceptation 
of  the  word,  feenu  to  be  onderflood  to  confift. 

Vol.  I.  X  ''W^ri» 
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the  eaft  and  weft  have  rqfined  in  policy^ 
and   cpnfequently'  degenerated  from   the 

original 

<**  Warm  and  steady  affe6^ibns  in  piivaie  life,  an  ii(v- 
Hourable  fidelity  to  engagements,  wheUier  exprefs  or  im* 
plied«  the  order  of  internial   laws^  equity  aiid  humanity 
an  their  condu^  towards  ilrangers,  ^nd  foreign  national, 
mil  be  infilled  upon  by  all,  as  efifential  to  the  chara^k^r 
of  a  civilized  people.   The  fcienoes,  and  hthp  arts,  diough 
not  indifpenfably  cfiential,  muft  be  efteexned  v^ry  re- 
quifite :  yet  is  not  theif  jnfipq^ce  exempted  A?om  fooui 
uncertainty  and  fufpicionl   The  cultivation  of  risal  fcienQe^ 
the  love  and  ftu^y  of  ihc  ine  a^ts,  wWle  un{;ori:uj>tedj, 
add,  no  doubt,  to  the  politencfs,  sind  improvp  ^e  ^joy- 
xnents^  of  civilized  nations ;  bat  an  attachment  to  ifalfe 
fciences  (feveral  of  which,  like  a^rolc^y  and  mag'^C,  un- 
fufpe6led  while  they  fiourilh,  have  prevailed,,  and  perhaps 
prevail)  or  a  paflion  for  fpurious  a;id  grotefqi^e  imitations 
of  the  fine  arts,  as  pantomimes,  puppet- Ihows,  mafquerades, 
or  the  laboured  decoration  of  gardens  ai^d  parterres,  can- 
not improve,  and  may  degrade,  in  a  certain  degree,  the 
charader  of  thofe  nations  by  whom  they  are  cherifhed, 

*'  The  vulgar  and  commercial  arts,  fubfcrvient  to  the 
plenty,  accommodation,  and  elegance  of  ordinary  life^ 
feem  almoft  of  an  indifferent  nature. 

•'  Although  by  thefe  the  manners  of  civilized  nations 
^ay  be  embelliihed,  yet  the  highefl  degrees  of  generous 
yirtv^e,  and  the  trpeft  poJitenefs  of  mind,  may  be  founcl 
among  nations  to  whom  jhefe  arts  arc  almoft  totally, mir 
known. 
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4origioal  pucity  of  their  .morale,  they  Jbaup 
!3i^ane    i»   ficom*  Jtieceflity^      They  foun4 

treachery, 

*^  if  lihis  he  n  full  jeottmerfttioa  of^fae  qualities  whicb^ 
Jn  ibe  igetteral  fenfe  ol*  mankind^  afe  undecftood  to  Gonf> 
.fiitttte  icivilised  maimers^  and  a  ^tift  account  of  their  m^ 
.^dliveimpoirtaitCj?  ;  it  defer ves  to  be  adverted  to,  tfa^g^ 
ttD?nation  lias  ever  :po&^d  them  all  in  thefir  h%heiff  ex* 
ceUeuce,  nor  has  any  fidbfiiled  as  a  people  (Ihort  periods 
of  convulfion  and  anarchy  excepted)  without  a  verycon- 
^iderable  dngrj^e  of  one  jpr  jpw^re  of  thofr  which^e  to  be 
iiQCOiiQted  iuoft  ^iTeatlal. 

.  **  iWcffie  it  'not  then  'better  to  l^t  afide  from  corred  rea- 
ibiiiiig»  ttbe  too  general  terms  of  barbaronu  and  ci^iJizeJf 
fubftituting  in  their  room  expreffions  of  more  definite 
cenfiure  and  approbation  ? 

**  Indeed  the  common  acceptation  of  thefe  words  is  found- 
ed upon  a  very  general,  but  wtry  falfe  and  partial  opinioJi 
df  the  Ibtc  of  maitkind.  It  fuppofes  that  the  difference 
^between  one  nation  and  another  may  be  prodigioufly  great ; 
and  fome  happy  and  diftinguifhed  tribes  of  men  are,  in 
all  refpeds,  generous,  libera],  refined,  ^  and  humane  ; 
whHe  others,  from  their  hard  fate,  or  their  perveffenefs, 
remain  in  all  refpeds  ilHbeta!,  mifdhievous,  aiid  rude. 

*'  This  general  fuppofition  with  regard  td  the  condir 
iioh  of  human  natace,  is  implied  in  «h^  opinion  of  their 
own  fqperiprify  ov^r  other  nations,  which  Eqrepeans  afo.. 
^fsone  to  entertain :  a  fuperiority  which,  like  that  dTumed 
i>y  die  i^reeks,  ^e  Romans,  and  the  Chinefe,  is  fuppofed 
i>y  thoie  who  claim  it,  to  be  abfolute  and  immenfe  ;  yet, 
if  brmight  to  the  ftaadard  4^  y^t^e  and  ft^ty,  it  may 
X  a  appeal 
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•eachcry,cunning,diffimulation,  with  other 
vices,  ncefiflaryto  fecurc  their  perfons  and 

property 

^pp^ir  very  incoafiderable  in  refpe^l  of  the  populous  Afi-r 
atic  nations,  who  have  flourifhed  long  under  extenfive 
JBonarchies ;  and  not  very  great  in  refpeA  even  of  the  fim- 
pleil  and  radeft  race  of  men,  inhabiting  the  fi>ozen  (horcs 
of  Greenland,  or  placed  beneath  the  fervour  of  a  vertical 
fun,  along  the  Guinea  coaH,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Ori- 
noco. 

^'  It  ought  to  be  fuppofed  that,  if  other  nations  were  as 
far  inferior  to  us,  as  we  are  willing  to  imagine, •their  con? 
4iti6n  would  evidently  tend  to  decay  and  extermination. 
With  regard  to  the  inferior  orders  of  being,  both  animal 
and  vegetable,  it  feems  tp  be  a  law  of  nature,  that,  whefc-* 
ever  they  cannot  attain,  in  feme  very  coniiderable  degree, 
fhe  honours,  if  I  may  fo  ipeak,  and  the  emoluments  of  their 
f  xiftence,  there  they  gradually  decline,  and  at  laft  ceafe  to 
jtxift  at  all.  Is  man  an  exemption  from  the  general  law  } 
or  tnay  it  not  rather  be  believed,  that  wherever  any  tribes 
pf  qtiankipd  fubfift,  and  4p  not  manifefUy  decay  and  haften 
tp  extermination,  therj,  ijtough  appearances  belie  it,  they 
mud  have  attained  a  meafure  of  wortl^  and  of  felicity  not 
jncfc)i  inferior  to  that  which  the  moft  admired  natiqns 
]iave  aQiially  attained  f  ^ 

Pr.  Putbar  gives  the  following  natural,  and  I^had  al- 
910ft  faid  flattering  account  of  the  origin  of  civil  fociety : 
ff  With  fimilar  appetites  and  congenial  paffions«  the  ex- 
(cnr^ons  of  in4ividua}s  wiU  often  coincide.  They  will  be 
^)infl  occaiionaily  on  the  banks,  of  the  fame  river,  or  in 
0C  faipe  cof nef  pf  tbr  grove.  T^^e  reiterated  appearance 
• ''  ■  of 
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jiroperty  againft  the  oppreffion  and  various 
machinations  of  emigrants  from  Europe.    ^ 

Alt 

of  the  objects  flowly  and  imperceptibly  calls  forth  new  de- 
fires*  Each  interview  has  its  etfe^.  The  brutality  of  the 
favage  begins  to  vanifh.  Some  refinement  appears.  '  An 
appetite  for  fociety  ripens,  which  afterwards  ffluft  be  gra- 
tified as  well  as  other  appetites.  Little  plans  are  carried 
on  in  concert ;  and  at  a  time  when  no  difcordant  intereib> 
or  various  purfuits,  had  diverfified  the  fcene«  a  finall  com-*  > 
munity  might  be  kept  together  by  the  tie  of  fociability 
and  reciprocallove; 

"  In  thefe  days  of  envy,  aridof  incereft;  we  are  little  able 
te  conceive  its  force ;  nor,  if  the  feelings  remained,  could 
artificial  language,  in  this  refped^  fupply  the  language  of, 
nature*     When  fimilar  fun^lions  and  occupations  in  civil 
fociety  prove  {o  often  a  bond  of  union  among  thofe  of  the. 
fame  order,  how  immenfe  muft  have  been  the  efFed  of  an 
exa6t  conformity  of  life  i  That  refemblance  of  difpofition 
and  of  charafler,  which  is  the  cement  of  little  aflbciatipns^ . 
and  is  the  principle  of  private  friendfhip^  was  the  original . 
bafis  of  public  union.      The  hillory  of  the  Soldurii  in 
Gaul,  of  the  antient  Germans,  and  of  other  public  bo- . 
dies,  of  which  there  are  fo  maay  examples  in  the  fimple 
ages,  evidences  the  liability  of  thofe  facred  bonds  and  con-r 
federacies  that  originate  in  tde  heart.     The  Hlftory  too  of 
fome  of  the  South  Sea  ifles,  which  the  late  voyages  of  dif'* 
covery  have  tended  to  difclofe,  enables  us  to  glance  at  fib;r 
ciety  in  tome  of  its  earlier  forms,  and  to  mark,  in  fodMr. 
firiking  examples,  the  inviolable  fidelity  of  fociad  love. 

X  i  •*  tilt 
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*  All  Mftory  points^  to  India  as  the 
mother  of  feience  and  art.  This^ 
country  was  anciently  fo  renowned  for 
knowledge  and  wifdom,  that  the  philofo- 
pbcr^of  Greecirdid  notdifdain  l?o  travei 
thither  for  their  improvement;  and  im- 
ported thence  many  notions,  whicktHey 

*•  Thcprhrciples  of  imicm  are,  hf  t\/t  order  of  things,  prior 
»  the  priwcipJcs  of  bc/ftifity.     'Fhe  former  arev  in  tratKi 
produdltvofthfe  latter,  wMclr,  in  a  more  advanced  pwriodi 
burfting  forth,  like  a  torrent,  againft  other  tribes,  disfignte 
the  chara£^ev  of  unfciYiUxed  lUtiondi" 

Although  this  author  ftecrs  a^cotirfc  between  Rtmilfcatt 
9K  tbeonrhund^  atad  the  v//;^iati//iR^*  Dean  olf  Gl^t(cei!er  on- 
the  either,  yet' if  is  evident  that  he  approaches  much  rfcaf-^ 
rtr  to  thepaths  of  the  firmer  than  to  thofe  of  the  latter ;  for" 
Ife  admits,  that  the  moft  improved  and  refined  nation's  very* 
Uttie  excePirt  fclfcity  or  worth  the  fimpleft  and  rudeft  vibes' 
•f  men.— Na.yi  he  fays  further,  thati  "  orurvoyages  of dif- 
cbvery,  which  in  i^r  refpedts  are  fo  honourable,  and  cal* 
culated  for  noble  end^,  have  never  yet  been  happy  for  any^ 
ofthe  tribes  of  mankind  vifited  by  us.** 

It  has  been  my  fate  in  the  courfe  of  a  life  full  rf*  viciUl- 
tudes  and  difappointments,  to  have  vifited  many  different 
nations  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  world ;  and  all  that  X 
have  heard  or  feen,  confirms  the  fentiments  now  quoted 
from  the  refpe^lable  author  of  Essays  on  ths  Histort 
OF  Mankind^ 

incorporated 
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incorporated  witJi  their  fyftehi^  of  philo- 
fophy.  Pythagoras,  DemoCritus^  Anax-^ 
archu^  Pyrrhi3^  ApoUbniuS,  and  others^ 
went  to  India  in  order  t6  coiiVerfe  with  the 
Brahmins  of  that  country;  whom,  from? 
the  nature  of  their  gistrments,  which  left 
a  great  part  of  thek  bodies  uncovered,  thej? 
called  g^no-/&pJSi.^s,  or  the  naked  phi*» 
lofophers. 

It  a|)pears,  from'  the-  concurring;  tefti- 
inohy  of  ancient  writers^  that  the  Brah-^ 
liiins  of  Indiaj  about  two  thoufaiid  years 
ago,  lived  infaocent,  pure,  andai^re  lives^ 
abftaining  from  wine  arid  animal  fdod  j 
and;  as  much  as  poffible,  from  all  fenfual 
cnjoymcint.  They  (hurined  the  contagious 
example  of  a  world  funk  in  corruption^ 
and  endeavbured  to  fheltef  their  feeble 
virtue  by  retirement  in  cates  and  woods^ 
where  thefy  fubfifted  on  the  fpontaneoUs 
|)rodudions  of  the  earth* 

Their  riidral  principles  we#e  thre  ittoft 

•Aiblime  that   could  be  imagined.     The 

X  4  grand 
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grand  concern  of  human  life,  was  the  at- 
tainment of  Wifdom  5  by  which  they  un- 
derftood,  moral  wifdom  pt  virtue.     In  the 
pra<Sice  of  this,  they  were  indifferent  ta 
pleafure  or  pain,  to  life  or  death.    For  the 
prefent  life,   according  to   the  primitive 
Brahmins t  was  but  the  commencement  of 
our  exiftence.     The  foul  after  death  re- 
turned to  God,  from  whom  it  fprang,  and 
who  would  beftow  eternal  life  and  happi- 
nefs  on  the  good,  but  inftift  on  the  wicked 
different  degrees  of  pumfliment.     They 
believed,  that  the  fouls  of  men  migrated  af- 
ter death  into  difierent  animal  bodies,  un-« 
til  having  done  penance  in  this  manner 
for  their  fins,   and   being   purified  fron^ 
evil  habits  and  defires,  they  were  made  fit 
for  a  more  immediate  communication^  with 
the  eternal  and  divine  father  of  fpiritS,  and 
fource  of  all  happinefs.     Man,  ^h^y  af- 
firmed, carried  about  with  him,  in  bk  own 
body,  enemies  which  it  was  his  b^inefs 
continually  to  combat,  evil  defires  and  in*- 
clinatipns  ^  by  conquering  whicbj,  k  was, 

.tb»t 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  ^W Africa.   3^15 

that  he  prepared  for  himfelf  a  favourable  ^ 
reception  in  the  heavenly  manfions. 

Such  are  the  accounts  that  are  given 
by  the  writers  of  antiquity,  of  this  fin- 
gular  tribe.     And  it  is  eafy  to  perceive 
how  much  their  tenets  coincided  at  leaft, 
if  they  did  not  give  birth  to  the  metem-^ 
ffycbofis  of  Pythagoras,  and  the  divine  ori* 
gin  and  immortality  of  the  foul—dodrines 
maintained  by  the  fublimcft  reafoning  in 
the  writings  of  Plato~-and  the  idea  under 
which  the   fame   noble  author  confiders 
that  oppofition  which  is  felt  between  rea-' 
fon  and  paflion ;  which  is,  that  the  rational 
foul  is  chained  to  a  furious  monfter,  and 
that  all  its  endeavours  fhould  be  bent  to 
cut  the  chain  that  binds  them  together, 
and  to  procure  its  own  emancipation.  The 
tvio  felfs  or  fouls  of  XenophoUy  is  a  doftrine' 
of  the  fame  kind :  and  every  man  muft  be 
ftruck  with   the  remarkable  coincidence 
there  is  between  thefc  figures  of  Plato 
2nd  Xenop&on,  ^Liid  that  bold  allegory  of 
^n  eld  and  new  man,  which  we  find  in  dte 
3  infpired 
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iafpi^d  Writirtg^.of  St.  PauL     It  is  iH  ^f 
opinion>  reproach  to-the  pr^efent  ^,  an4- 
in  general  to  modern  times,  that,  notwith- 
Aanding,  the  advaaeenMut  of  commcr(ie, 
and'  tb«3  facility^  o^  intefoourfe  which  ia 
^rehy  oponed  with  tSic  tribes,  of  India, 
the  fentiftierlta  of  the  Brahnini  of  the: 
prefent^  are  not  fo^wdl  uiwlerftodd'a^  Were- 
thiofc  c£  die  &rt^  order  in  antiaat.tirii^S* 
Emigrants,  frofft  Eiif 5pe  ttjiw^now  iftto  the 
paft>  dot  in  feareh^  Of  fcnbwkdge  but  of 
goldr;  and  the^r  are  of  a^  veryf  diiFereiit  opi-*^ 
lUOB;  from-:  Sbiemof^  who-  mainrtitmsr  that 
wiidom  is>  bp^tsefl  thmi  R^lnei.     I  cannpfe 
help  thinking  that;  thjc  genius  of  modern* 
times,  though  mote  accmratejis  lefs  fafc- 
lime  than  that  of  antiquity;  aini  wi thaler 
more  dogn^atical^^andilef^open  to  convic- 
tion;    The  natui;e^  of  the  elemeiits  i   th^ 
origin  and  end  of  all  things  ^  th^  nature  of 
the  human  foiJ  ^  the  fupr^me  g0od  and 
chiefglory  of  man^5Itheife,  with oth^r grand 
*nd  important  fifbjff^s,,e^rcifed' the  men-r 
tal  powers  of  antientf^es;  who  did  nofe 
confine  their  refearches^  to  one  particular 
:_  5  obje<a. 
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dbjedl,  to  the  humble  purfuits  of  jj  botan-- 
iji\  nor  even  to  the  more  exalted  views  of 
a  Oeometrician;  hnt  vvhcx,  taking  a  bolcf 
arid  exteniive^  ffigHt  over  both  animated 
and  inaiiimated  matter,  combined  difier- 
eiit  ideas^  hf  various^  analogies j  ever  intent 
to  dedlicte  fron^  the  whole,  truths  more 
and  more  ahftradtted  and  fublime,  whence 
they  might  draw  pradieal  rules  for  the 
conduft  of  life.  In  the  purfiiit  of  thefe 
objedls^  they  fpared^  neither  time,  labour, 
or  expcnce*  We  may  fbr m  an  idfea  off  that 
ardent  defire  of  knowledge  which  inspired; 
the  breads  of  thofe  antient  enquirers  inia 
truth,  from  the  joturney  of  Pythagorar.  ktc^ 
Egypt  and  India;  his  long  refidencreiri  the 
former  country;  his  patient  folicitation, 
after  repeated  repulfes  aiid  evafions,  to  be 
admitted  to  a  ktiowledge  of  the  myfteries 
of  the  priefts;  and  by  his  fubmitting  him-' 
felf,  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  painful  rite, 
of  circumcifion.  When  we  compane  the 
ardour  of  this  man's  curiofity,  and  thcf 
variety  and  extent  of  his  views,  with 
the  fcdentary  and  limited  occupations  of 

modern 
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modern  Connofcenti ;  is  it  difficult  to  d^A 
termine,  which  of  the  two  beft.  defervcs 
the  name  of  philofopher.    One  man  of 
leifure,  and  without  much  avarice  or  am- 
bition, purchafes  a  telefcope,  with  which 
he  flares  at  the  full  moon,  or  makes  fomeob-K 
fcrvations  that  have  been  made  a  thoufand 
times  before  him,  by  way  of  confirming  a 
theory,  which  at  the  fame  time  be  fup- 
pofes  to  ftand  in  no  need  of  confirmation • 
Another  buys  a  micro/cope;   by  means  of 
which  he  difcovers  fome  fmall  vefiel  or 
gland,  or  perhaps,  as  he  may  fancy,  fome 
infeft  invifible  to  the  human  eye  :  whence 
a  difpute   will  in    all    probability  arife, 
whether  it  be,  after  all,  an  animal  or  only 
a  particle  of  matter  *.     A  third,   oix  fome 
remote  coaft,  or  unfrequented  mountain, 
obferves  a  plant  which  has  neither  been 
defcribed    by   the   moft    ingenious   S^ 
foHy   nor    by   that    Nomendator  hinnaiis* 
Thefe  gentlemen  communicate  their  dif- 
coveries  to  Philofopher s  licenfed  by  public 

♦  This  is  now  the  cafe  with  Lewiiiih6tk's  MMdlcuIi 
Stminahs. 
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authority;  and  ftraightway  their  obfcurc 
names  fwell  the  lifts  oi  Members  of  fuck- 
er fuch  an  academy^  and  of  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society.  Such  is  the  tafte  of  the 
prefent  times.  We  have  our  Graviu/es 
and  our  Burmanni,  as  well  as  the  laft  ccu^ 
tury  had  theirs,  whofe  microfcopic  eyes 
take  in  narrow  objedts,  but  are  never  fuf-^ 
iiciently  opened  to  admit  the  images  of 
fuch  as  are  grand  and  extenfive.  Many 
fubjedts  of  importance  remain  unexplored, 
while  trifles  are  magnified  into  mighty 
concerns,  and  difcufTed  with  minute  at* 
lention. — -But  I  return  from  thi&digreffion 
^o  the  Indian  Brahmins. 

*  Although;  we  are  not  fo  well  acr 
quainted  with  the  hillory  of  the  modem 
-Brahmins  of  India,  as  might  be  expedted^ 
from  the  enlarged  knowledge,  conimerce, 
and  curiofity  of  the  prpfent  times ;  yet  wp 
know  enough  of  this  tribe,  to  conclude 
with  certainty,  that  they  have  degenerated 
tnuch  from  the  purity  of  their,  anceftors. 
I  know  not  whether  fuch  calculatojs  a« 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Pdcfi  iKiigbt  not  b>e  ftble,  frtw  i^hjj 
if»efent  corrupt  ftjte  p/  jthic  Braimms,  -^ 
^xinxpnte  the  .titoerof  tb^  tfirft  inftitutipn  -of 
that  order.     A!l  rfijigious  fccaftfies,  in  thp 
<:oucfe<^  tome,  4cgQ»^rate  frojp  ihie  aviv- 
•fterp  viftufus  of  their  firjft  bea^s  or  Jiei^ 
care.     Chriftians  ia  ^jetiecal,  ftud  -^Ifo-tl* 
particular  ftBs  of  Chriftianity,  beftr  Av^tf. 
*^fs  to  the  ^i?6b  '^  fcbis  j>olitioii ::   V(^it% 
thefe  data,  I  doubt  ijot  bidt  an  ing^nioii^ 
xralculator  ^laugbft  i^iveftig^te  1^  9%t  of  the 
order  of  )BrahmiBSj>  and  confequoatly  that 
of  the  Hindoo  cmpiuc,  with  wbiph  tbat 
claJfe  of  men  was  nq  doubt  coeval, 

I  HAVE  already  given  a  fhort  fketch  of 
what  the  indiaai  priefts  were  Jiear  two 
(honfand  year^  ago.  In  die  {xcefemt  tiixye$ 
it  is  afiferted,  thaf  Ewopean  ufurpcrs  fomce 
times  make  ^e  even  of  tjbe  Brabmm  ^ 
took  of  oppreflioii,  apd  as  inftrnments  of 
plunder.  But  wharteficr  their  lives  be,  tfacir 
doctrine  };^  ott  the  whoie  yet  pi^re  ^d  .cs> 
ceHcftt:  for  among  fcvjerai  errors,  ihcy 
maintain  lihofe  ijirutbs,  which  form  the 
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Jiarraony  of  ifhe  world,  ^hat  there  is  one 
Jupreme  "God^  and  that  he  is  delighted  ^ith 
fffarky  and  goad  works  more  than  by  ait  c^ef 
Jacrijices.  In  general  ^heir  religiotts  tenets  arc 
very  confiftent  with  the  ideas  which  are  en- 
tertained of  the  Divimty  in  JEurope.  M^ny 
fuperftitious  pradtices  have  indeed  been 
introdmced  among  the  generality  of  the 
people.  Wooden  images  are  placed  in  dl 
their  temples,  and  on  certain  feftivak  areeXr 
hibited  on  the  high-roads  and  intheftreets 
of  towns,  Thefe  have  imppeffed  ftrangers 
with  a  notion  that  the  Gentoos  are  idol- 
aters j  when  in  truth  the 'homage  they  pay 
to  their  images,  is  precifely  of  the  fame 
kind  with  that  which  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics yield  to  the  images  of  our  Saviour 
and  the  faints,  which  are  only  meant  to 
awaken  attention,  and  to  give  livelier 
ideas  of  the  objefts  of  their  devotion. 
This  I  have  been  repeatedly  told  by  Gen^ 
toosj  in  whofe  judgment  and  veracity  I 
repofe  great  confidence.  The  images  of 
which  I  fpeak,  are  various,  and  often  mon- 
ftrous  ill  their  forms.    They  are  figures 

intended 


Digitized  by 


Google 


320  T  R  A  V  E  L  S    i)i 

intended  to  adumbr^c  the  attributes  of 
the  Deity  by  vifiblc  reprefentations  of  their 
efk&s,  which  appear  in  the  works  of 
creation  and  providence*  Thus  far  only 
the  Gentoos  are  idolators,  that  in  wor- 
shipping the  great  God  of  the  univerfe, 
they  place  before  their  bodily  eyes,  for  the 
information  of  their  minds,  fuch  reprefen- 
tations as  arc  calculated  to  recall,  in  a  vivid 
manner,  to  their  imaginations,  thofe  attri- 
butes which  they  believe  that  Almighty 
being  onfy  to  poiSefs* 

The  Hindoos,  as  well  a5  the  Perfians, 
Tartars,  and  adjoining  nations,  who  have  in- 
habited Hiijdoftan  fince  it  was  conquered  by 
Tamerlane  or  Timurbeg,  though  of  different 
nations,  religions,  laws,  and  cuflpms,  pof- 
fefs  neverthelefs,  in  equal  degrees,  hofpita- 
lity,  politenefs,  and  addrefs,  In  refinement 
and  eafe  they  are  fuperior  to  any  people  to 
the  weflward  of  them,  •In  politenefs  and  ad^ 
drefs,  in  gracefulnefs  of  deportment,  and 
Speech,  an  Indian  is  as  much  fuperior  tp 
g  Frcnchoian  of  fafhion,  a§  a  French  cour* 
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tier  is  to  a  Dutch  burgo-mafter  of  Dort  *. 
A  Frenchman  is  indeed  bjr  no  meatts  de- 
ficient in  eafe  of , carriage ;  but  that  eafe  is 
mixed  with  forward  familiarity,  with  con- 
fidence, and  felf-eonceit.  The  Hindoos^ 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  higher  Cq^es,  are  in 
their  demeanour  eafy  and  unconftraihed^ 
ftill  more  than  even  a  French  courtier ;  but 
their  eafe  and  freedom  is  referved,  modeft, 
and  refpe£tfuL  A  Frenchman  is  polite  be- 
caufe  he  thinks  it  his  honour  to  be  polite: 
an  Indian,  becaufe  he  thinks  it  his  duty* 
The  former  is  polite  becaufe  he  regards 
himfelf  j  the  latter  becaufe  he  refpedls 
you* 

Their  perfoiis  are  ftfaight  and  elegant^ 
theif  limbs  finely  proportioned,  their 
dingers  long  and  tapering,  their  counte- 
nances open  and  pleafant,  and  their  fea- 
tures exhibit  the  moft  delicate  lines  of 
beauty  in  the  females,  and  in  the  males  a 
kind  of  manly  foftnefs*     Their  walk  and 

*  Tke  leaft  chrllized  of  all  tbe  towns  in  Holland. 
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gait,  as  well  as  their  whole  deportment,  is 
in  the  higheft  degree  graceful.  The  drefs 
of  the  men  is  a  kind  of  clofe-bodied  gown, 
like  our  women's  gowns,  and  wide  trow- 
fers,  refembling  petticoats,  reaching  down  to 
their  flippers.  Such  of  the  women  as  ap- 
pear in  public,  have  (hawls  over  their  heads 
and  fhoulders*,  fhort  clofe  jackets,  and 
tight  drawers  which  come  down  to  their 
ancles.  Hence  the  drefsof  the  men  gives 
them  in  the  eyes  of  Europeans,  an  appearance 
of  effeminacy ;  whereas  that  of  the  women 
will  appear  rather  mafculine :  fuch  is  the 
influence  of  habit  and  cuftom  on  human 
fentiments;  an  influence  which  extends 
not  merely  to  matters  of  tafl:e,  but,  as  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments^  obferves,  to  objeds  of 
higher  importance. 

Ma^y  of  the  original   Hindoo  tribes 
or  Cajles  -f,  mofl:  or  all  the  defcendants  of 

•  Somewhat  refembling  the  plaids  of  N.  Britain,  and 
the  black  veils  of  Brabant. 

f  Cafle  is  a  Portuguefc  word,  importing  a  clafs  or  tribe. 
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Moors,  as  well  as  the  emigrants  which 
pour  in  great  fwanns  into  Ihdia^  from 
Perfia  and  the  adjacent  countries,  arc 
brave,  intrepid,  and  cool  in  battle.-^-^Hav- 
iiig  the  fanie  weapons,  and  under  fimilar 
difcipline^  why  fliould  they  not  be  a  match 
for  men  of  the  fame  country  and  com-- 
plexion  with  themfelves,  although  thofe 
men  are  under  the  aufpices  of  foreign  na- 
tions ?— The  advantage  of  thefe  aufpices 
may  doubtlefs  be  counterbalanced  by  fu-i. 
periority  of  numbers,  arid  other  favourable 
circumftances,  which  it  is  fteedlefs  to  enu-» 
merate.  Thefe  are  ferious  and  import; 
tant  objeds  of  public  confideration :  a- 
negledt  of  which  has  already  produced 
the  moft  alarming  lofTes  in  revenue,  and 
difadvantages  in  trade,  and  feems  indeed 
to  threaten  the  extindtion  of  th^L  ^refenf 
Eaft  India  Company.  v  * 

From  the  difference  of  Caftes  or  clafle^^ 
of  the  people  in  Hindoftan,  I  mean  the 
oliginal  inhabitants,  there  arirfes  a  differ- 
ence of  education  and  drefs.      But  even 
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the  inferior  claffes  arc  taught  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic :  the  youth  are 
taught,  not  within  doors,  hut  in  the  c^cn 
air ;  and  it  is  a  jingukr,  but  not  uilpkaf^ 
ing  fpeftack,  to  behold,  in  every  village,  a 
venerable  old  man,  reclined  on  a  terraced 
plain,  teaching  a  number  of  furraunding 
boys,  who  regard  him  wit^  the  u:tmoft 
reverence  and  attention,  like  a  ih^phcrd 
feeding  his  flock*  In  thofe  fimple  femi^ 
naries,  where  the  want  of  magnificent 
halls  and  theatres  is  dhinely  conopeniated 
by  the  fpacious  canopy  of  Heaven,  thc^ 
gentle  and  tradable  fons  erf  the  Hindoos 
arc  not  only  prepared  for  the  bufincfs,  but 
inftrufted  in  the  duties  of  life ;  a  pro- 
found veneratacMi  for  the  objefl:  or  olye<fJ;<- 
of  religious  worfhip ;  reverence  of  their 
parents ;  refped:  for  their  feniors  i  juffeice^ 
and  humanity  towards  ^1  m^en,  but  a  par* 
ticular  affedion  for  thofe  of  their  own 
Cajiir. 

The  Hindop  language  is  beautiful,  tx^ 
preflive,  and   nervous*      In  reading  and 
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fpealdng,  iht  Hindoos  arc  very  mufical. 
Their  fpccch,  like  that  of  the  Italians, 
flows  ifa  a  kind  of  numbers.  There  is  a 
dead  language,  underftood  only  by  the  //- 
i^rati  of  the  country,  that  is,  the  prieft«, 
called  the  *S'i2»;^r£f  language,  in  which  their 
fecred  volumes  arc  written,  even  a$  our 
fecrcd  jferiptures  are  written  in  Greek  and 
Hcbr^iw.  But  whether  that  language  was 
originally  different  from  that  of  the  coun- 
try, or  whether  it  has  oviiytiow  become 
unintelligihdc  to  the  people,  through  that 
change  which  is  incident  to  all  living  lan- 
guages, is>  I  believe,  not  well  known. 

Having  already  obferved,  that  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Hindoos  is  rather  imitative 
than  inventive,  I  need  fcardy  add,  that 
they  have  lefs  curiofity  in  their  nature  than 
the  European  nations  have ;  that  they  do 
not  vary  their  fafliions ;  and  that  they  are 
not  fond  of  novelty  beyond  the  precinBs  of 
their  Harams.  From  the  temper  and  te- 
nets of  this  people,  as  well  as  from  feveral 
hints  In  ancient  hiftorians,  it  appears  more 
Y  3  than 
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than  probable,  that  the  fame  kind  of  gar-* 
m^nts,  of  food,  of  furniture,  of  buildings, 
aod  of  manners,  which  obtained  among 
their  progenitors  thoufands  of  years  ago, 
actually  prevails  among  the  Hindoo  tribes 
3t  this  day,  Ifi  like  manner,  the  fame 
profeffioris  are  adhered  to  by  the  fame 
families  with  fuperftitious  exadlnefs.  Thofe 
profeffions  dre  exceedingly  numerous.  This 
divifion  and  fubdivifionof  employment  and 
labour;  the  vaft  variety  of  caftes  from  the 
Brahmins  down  to  the  fiflierman*,  is  one 
proof,  among  many  others,  of  the  anti- 
quity of  the  Hindoo  nation,  and  their 
progrefs  in  the  arts.  It  appears  very  An- 
gular, that  the  different  caftes  are  not 
only  prohibited  from  intermarrying,  but 
alfo  from  eating  with  one  another,  and 
even  from  eating  of  the  fame  kind  of 
food. 

^  The  profeflipn  of  a  fifherman  was,  of  all  profeffions^ 
th^  humbleft  among  the  Jews.  The  Son  of  God  exem- 
plified his  divine  power  in  making  fifhermen  inftruments 
pf  propagating  the  GofpeU 

Althougij 
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Although  the  Gen  too  laws,  relative 
to  Caftes,  their  education,  food,  drefs, 
marriages,  and  occupations,  be  held  forth 
as  religious  tenets,  yet,  upon  inveftigation, 
they  will  be  found  to  have  been  very  wife 
and  falutary  political  inftitutions,  intended 
to  give  authority  to  government ;  to  fe- 
cure  the  fupreme  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  priefthood;  to  prefer ve  to  the  com- 
munity different  races  of  labourers,  arti- 
ficers, hufbandmen,  warriors,  and  priefls. 
The  females  are  betrothed  when  in  a  flate 
of  infancy,  and  marriages  are  confum- 
mated  as  foon  as  the  parties  arrive  at 
the  age  of  puberty  :  an  inflitution  which 
is  neceflary  to  the  population  of  the 
country;  which,  but  for  this  precaution, 
would  be  greatly  diminifhed  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Gen  too  religion,  which  admits 
not  of  converts  from  other  religions,  and 
eafily  rejedls  offenfive  charaders  from  the 
number  of  its  own  profefTors,  which  is 
called  the  Lofs  ofCafte. 
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The  Gentoos  are  perfuaded,  tha^  the 
waters  of  the  three  great  rivers,  Ganges^ 
Kiftna,  and  Indus>  have  the  facred  virtue 
of  purifying  thofe  who  bathe  in  them, 
from  all  pollutions  and  fins.  This  reli- 
gious idea  feenjs  alfp  to  be  founded  on  ^ 
principle  of  policy,  and  intended  to  rc^ 
/train  the  natives  from  migrating  into 
diftant  countries :  for  it  is  remarkable^ 
that  the  facred  river?  I  hs^ve  j\ift  now  m^xi-' 
tionc4,  ftre  fo  f^tuated,  that  there  is  noA 
finy  part  of  India  where  the  inhabitants 
jTiay  |>ot  have  an  ofjportunity  of  wafhiJig 
ayvay  their  lins^  The  Ganges,  which  rifes 
jp  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  with  its  dif-^ 
ferent  branches,  runs  through  the  kingdoms 
of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  and  the  upper 
p4'^vinces  of  Oude,  Rohilcund,  Agra, 
Delhi,  ^nd  Lahore*  The  Kiftfta  divides 
the  C^mtlc  from  Gq)coii4^,  apd  rum 
throiigh  the  Vifiapore  into  the  ipterior 
parts  pf  the  Deecan.  And  the  Indus  bqund-^ 
ing  the  Guzurat  prp^yitaQes,  feparates  Jiin- 
dgftan  fropi  ^he  dominions  of  Perfia. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa*    329 

The  food  of  the  Hindoos  is  fimplc,  coa- 
fifting  chiefly  of  rice,  ghee,  which  is  a 
idnd  of  impcrfed  butter,  milk,  vegetables, 
and  oriental  fpices  of  different  kinds,  but 
chiefly  what  is  called  in  the  eaft,  chilfy, 
and  in  the  weft,  green  or  Gayen  pepper. 
The  warrior  cq/ie^  may  eat  of  the  ilefli  of 
^oats,  mutton,  and  poultry,  which  is 
drefled  into  carry es^  and  fUaws^.  Other 
fuperior  caftes  may  eat  poultry  and  fi{h; 
but  the  inferior  qailes  ve  prohibited  from 
eating  flefli  or  £{h  of  any  kind.  Their 
greateft  luxury  confifts  in  the  ufe  of  the 
richeft  fpiceries  and  perfumes,  of  which 
the  great  people  a^e  vtry  lavifl^.  Their 
drcfe,  W  point  of  ricbfiefe,  is  proportioned 
to  their  ftations :  their  pomp  and  tjquipagc 

•  Qarryes  are  a  kind  offricafees  of  mutton,  fowl,  or  fiOi ; 
*  the  faucc  of  which  is  compofed  of  dried  vegetables^  pecu- 
4iar  to  the  eaft,  and  ^e  rit^,  boiled  with  y^ry  little 
isriter,  introduced  on  a  fepar^te  plate :  The  fauce  i?f  the 
fricaiTee  is  poured  on  the  rice,  and  the  meat  laid  above 
both.  The  filaw  is  finejPatnu  rice  dry-boiled,  and  fried 
Wth  gbef^  which  has  becH  alftady  defcribed,  mixed  with 
various  fpiots,  a»d  p^tfticuUrly  the  car^amiui,  brought  ia 
on  a  large  difh,  in  which  is  concealed  amidft  the  rice,  a 
jboiled  fowl,  or  part  of  a  kid,  or  of  a  ^amb. 
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confift  in  a  numerous  retinue  of  fervants 
of  various  denominations,  who  atterid  all 
their  vifits  and  excurfions ;  in  the  drcfles 
of  thofe  attendants ;  the  elegance  of  their 
palanquins;  and  the  caparifons  of  their 
horfes,  camels,  and  elephants •  It  is  fu- 
perfluous  to  ot^ferve,  that  in  confequence 
of  this  multiplicity  of  diiFerent  ranks,  the 
Hindoos  have  the  higheft  ideas  of  fubor- 
dination,  and  pay  to  their  Superiors  the 
fame  ready  deference  and  homage,  which 
they  expert  themfelves  froin  their  infe- 
riors. 

Their  houfes  cover  much  ground,  and 
have  fpacious  galleries  and  accommodations 
of  various  kinds.  The  apartments  are  fmall, 
and  the  furniture  not  very  elegant,  if  we 
except  the  richeft  Perfian  carpets.  The 
grandeur  of  their  palaces  confifts  in  baths, 
perfumes,  temples,  gods,  and  harams.  The 
harams  or  zenanas y  that  is,  the  refidences 
of  the  women,  are  removed  from  the  front 
of  the  houfe,  and  lighted  only  from  a  fquare 
fpace  in  the  centre  of  the  whole  building* 
The  apparel  of  the  women  is  inconceivably 
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rich ;  they  have  jewels  on  their  fingers  and 
about  their  necks,  and  alfo  in  their  ears 
and  noftrils,  with  bracelets  not  only  on 
their  wrifts,  but  on  their  arms  above  their 
elbows,  and  on  their  legs  around  their 
ancles. 

One  particular  clafs  of  women  are  al«- 
lowed  to  be  openly  proftituted  :  thefe  arc 
the  famous  dancing  girls.  Their  attitudes 
and  movements  are  very  ealy,  and  not  un- 
graceful. Their  perfons  are  delicately 
formed,  gaudily  decorated,  and  highly 
perfumed.  By  the  continuation  of  wan- 
ton attitudes,  they  acquire,  as  they  grow 
warm  in  the  dance,  a  frantic  lafcivioufnefs 
themfelves,  and  communicate,  by  a  natural 
contagion,  the  moft  voluptuous  defires  to 
the  beholders. 

Their  civil  inftitutions  refpeding  the 
divifion  and  fecurity  of  property,  and  the 
internal  police  of  the  country,  were  origi- 
nally founded  on  principles  of  the  foundeft 
political  wifdom^  and  were  well  calculated 
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to  promote  the  happinefs,  of  the  .whole 
nation,  as  well  as  that  of  particular  caftcs 
or  tribes.  But  the  ionovations  of  con- 
querors and  ufur^er?,  in  feveral  inftauccg, 
particularly  in  the  tenure  of  imnioveahle 
property,  which  was  originally  of  a  feudal 
nature,  have  marred  the  harmony  of  the 
jatncient  conftitution,  and  rendered  property 
and  perfonal  liberty  naore  precarious,  lefs 
defined,  and  more  cxpofed  to  qhicancry  .and 
mifcoaftruftioii, 

Ai-T HOUGH  the  Hinddos*  are  niU;ura% 
ihe  moH:  inoffeaEve^^f  aM  m^^rtah^  yeind^fs 
thek  humanity  coniift  more  in  abftaining 
from  injurious,  than  in  the  performaijce  of 
ibcneficenrt  actions.  There  i^  a  wonderful 
^j^i^dnefs  in  their  manners^,  and  al£3  in 
their  laws,  which  are  influeEK:ed  by  their 
manners ;  by  which  the  murder  of  an 
haraan  creature,  and  of  a  cow,  are  the  only 
crimes  thfrt  are  pimifbcd  by  death  •  Yet 
with  ^11  this  ^^ntl&nefs  of  diipofltion,  they 
gj«  inferior  to  the  boifterous  European^^, 
with  all  their  vicea^^  in  the  virtujes  of  com- 
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paffion  and  generoiity.  They  are  wanting 
ifl  that  tcndemcfe  which  is  the  moft  amia- 
ble part  of  our  nature.  They  are  kfs  aif- 
fefted  by  the  diftrcfies  and  dangers,  and 
even  the  accidental  deaths  of  one  another, 
than;  any  nation  I  know  in  the  old  or  new 
world.  Yet  they  love  to  excefs :  a  proof, 
either  of  the  inconililency  of  the  huma^ 
charafter;  or  that  the  amorous  pafTion  u^ 
not  derived  from  the  nobleft  part  of  our 
nature. 

This  infcnfibillty  of  the  Hindoos  t^ 
the  diiirefles  and  dangers  of  their  fellow* 
creatures,  appears  to  me  a  wonderful  phar«> 
nomenon.  .Perhaps  that  defpotifm  which 
has  long  ^een  ererci&d  under  the  Mogul 
tyranny,  by  familiarifing  the  mind  to  fcenea 
of  death,  has  blunted  a  fenfe  of  its  terrors* 
Perhaps  thofe  ideas  of  predeftination  and 
irrefiftible  fate,  which  prevail  \n  Afia,  and 
in  all  defpotic  governments,  prepares  the 
mind  for  an  acquiefcence  in  all  evetits.  An 
£ngli&  gentleman  was  ftanding  by  U  native 
of  Hmdeftan,  when  an  enormous  and  iierce 
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tiger  leaped  from  a  thicket^  and  carried  off 
a  fcreaming  boy,  the  fon  of  one  of  his^ 
neighbours.     The    Englifhman  expreffed ; 
lymptoms  of  the   moft  extreme  hdrror^ 
while   the    Hindoo    remained   unmoved* 
•*  What,"  faid  the  former,  *'  are  you  unaf-» 
fefted  by   fo  dreadful  a  fcene  ?''     'f  The 
great  Gody'  faid  the  other,  **  would  have  it' 
fo/' — Whatever  may  be  the  caufe,  it  iS' 
certain,  that  death  is  regarded  with  lefsf 
horror  in  India  than  in  any  other  country 
in  the  world.  The  origin  and  the  end  of  all 
things,  fay  the  philofophers  of  India  of 
the  prefent  times,  is  a  vacuum.    A  ftate  of 
repofe  is  the  ftate  of  greateft  perfedlion :  • 
and  this  is  the  ftate  after  which  a  wife 
man  afpires.     It  is  better,   fay  the  Hin- 
doos, to  fit  than  to  walk,  and  to  fleep  than 
to  wake ;  but  death  is  the  beft  of  all. 

According  to  the  Gen  too  laws,  cri- 
minals fentenced  to  death  are  not  to  be 
ftrangled,  fufFocated,  or  poifoned,  but  to 
be  cut  off  by  the  fword ;  becaufe,  without 
an  effujion  of  bloody  malefaftors  are  fdppofed 
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to  ^ic  with  all  their  fins  about  them ;  but 
the  ihedding  of  their  blood,  it  is  thought, 
expiates  their  crimes.  The  unjuft  pu- 
nifhment  of  Nundcomarj  who  was  hanged 
on  a  j;ibbet  againft  the  laws  of  his  country, 
and  even  by  an  ex  pqftfaSio  Englifh  law, 
was  aggravated  by  that  circumftance  of 
horror,  that  he  died  without  an  effufion 

of  blood. 

♦ 

The  Hindoos  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  fimples,  and  apply  them  ju- 
dicioufly  either  in  performing  cures  which 
require  not  amputation,  or  in  efFedting 
death  by  quick  or  flow  poifons.  Thqr 
have  been  for  ages,  in  the  praftice  of  ino-» 
culating  for  the  fmall-pox;  on  which  oc-* 
cafion,  as  well  as  on  others,  they  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  favourable  mediation  of 
charms,  or  fpells. 

Ai- THOUGH  the  pra<aice  of  Hindoo 
women  burning  themfelves  on  the  funeral 
piles  of  their  hufbands,  and  embracing  in 
the  mean  time  their  dead  bodies  in  their 
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arms,  be  not  fo  general  now  as  it  has  for^ 
mcdy  been,  yet  does  it  ftill  prevail  among 
feme  of  the  wives  of  men  of  high  cafte. 
and  condition :  and  although  this  effort  of 
frantic  love,  courage,  and  ambition,  be 
deemed  an  aggrandizement  of  the  familjr 
and  relations  of  both  hufband  and  wife, 
but  cfpecially  of  the  wife's,  yet  their 
friends  and  relations  conftantly  endeavour 
to  dijfluade  the  women  who  dec^lare  their 
refolutions  of  burnings  from  carrying  them 
into  execution.  Even  the  Brahmins  do  not 
encourage  this  prafticc. 

The  caufes  which  infpirc  Hindoo  wo- 
men with  this  defperatc  refolution,  are, 
I  imagine,  the  following : 

In  the  firff  place;  as  the  wife  has,  from 
her  earlieft  infancy,  been  betrothed  in  mar- 
riage to  her  hulband,  and  from  that  time 
has  never  been  permitted  to  fee  another 
man ;  as  fhe  is  inftruded  to  believe  that 
he  is  perfeftly  accompliflied,  and  taught 
to  refpeft  and  honour  him;  as,  after  con- 
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iammation,  (he  is  (hut  up  from  the  com-" 
paiiy,  converfation,  and  even  the  fight  of 
other  men,  with  fliil  greater  care,  if  pof- 
fible,  thaii  before,  being  now  debarred 
from  feeing  even  the  father  or  elder  bro-^ 
ther  of  her  hulband,  the  boiids  of  her 
afie£tion  mufl  needs  be  inconceivably 
flrong  and  indifibluble.  To  an  European, 
lady,  the  zenana  naturally  appears  in  the 
light  of  an  horrible  prifon:  but  the 
daughters  of  Afia  never  confider  confine- 
ment to  the  zenana  as  any  hardfhip.  They 
confider  it  as  a  condition  of  their  exiftence, 
and  they  enjoy  all  the  happinefs  of  which 
they  have  any  conception  1  their  whole  de- 
fires  being  concentred  and  fixed  on  their 
hufband,  their  food,  jewels,  arid  female 
attendants. 

In  the  fecond  place,  if  the  wife  furvive- 
ber  hufbandy  (he  cannot  marry  again,  and- 
is  treated  as  an  inferior  perfon,  and  ah  out* 
call  from  her  family.  Nay,  fheis  obliged, 
in  her  mournful  and  hopeleft  widow-hood. 
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to  pevfokntM  the  o&icti  of  ^  mcm^  fer!4 
vant. 

In  the  third  place;  flieJs  flattered  With 
the  idea  of  having  immortalize,  he^ 
name^  and  aggrandized  her  children*  ^nd 
her  own  and  huiband's  families « 

Lastly,  ihe  H  rendered  infenfible  td 
the  paiiis  and  horrors  of  what  ftie  ia  to 
faffer,  by  thofe  intoxicatiftg  perfmneS  and 
mixtures  which  are  adminifter^d  tQ  hec 
after  ihe  has  declared  h6r  fin^  an4  ui^^ltef-? 
able  refolution— I  fay  hqr  final  ref(^atiD% 
becaufe  one  or  two  declarations,  of  an  in- 
tention to  die  with  her  hufhand,  is  not  fuf- 
licient.  The  ftrength  cf  her  refolution 
undergoes  a  probation.  There  is  a  certain 
time  prefcribcd  by  the  Gentoo  law,  during 
which  her  family  and  friends  exert  their 
utmoft  influence,  in  order  to  difluade  her 
frdm  burning;  wid  if  ihe  perfifl  in  her 
refolution  to  the  end  of  that  period,  it  i* 
n6t  lawful  to  ufe  any  more  pcriuafiorat 
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Witl^  her,  to  abandon  it.  If  flie  flioul4 
alter  her  purpofe  after  that  period,  flic 
Would  be  puniflied  with  the  lofs  of  all 
fq/les,  and  live  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  com- 
plete mifery  and  contenjpt.  Nay,  if  an 
European  or  Chriftian  does  but  touch  her 
very  garment  with  his  fiqgef,  when  ihe  is 
going  to  the  pile,  an  immediate  flop  is 
put  to  the  ceremony,  fhe  is  forced  to  live 
aji  outcaft  from  her  family,  and  from  the 
Gentoo  religion. 

You  will  doubtlefs,  my  friend,  Iwve 
curiofity  to  know,  in  what  manner,  after 
all  thefe  ftimulatives  to  perfeverance,  the 
lender  fex,  among  a  foft  and  eiFeminate 
people,  fuftains  the  near  approach  of  a 
fcene  fo  fiill  of  awe  aad  horror.  Amidft 
her  weeping  relations  and  friejfids,  the  vo- 
luntary viiftim  to  love  and  honpr  alone 
appears  ferene  and  undaunted.  A  genile 
fmile  i?  diiFufed  over  her  countenance  :ihe 
walks  upright,  with  an  eafy  but  firm  ftep^ 
talks  to  tliofe  around  her,  of  the  virtues  of 
the  deceafed,  and  of  the  joy  with  which 
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Ihe  willbe tranfported  when  her ihadc (halt 
meet  with  his ;  and  encourages  her  for-i 
rowful  attendants  to  hear  with  fortitude 
the  ^g&t  of  thofe  momentary  fufFerings 
which  fhe  herfelf  is  about  to  feel. — Having 
afcended  the  funeral  pile,  fhe  lays  herfelf 
down  by  the  body  <^{  her  hufband,  whichr 
fhe  fervently  embraces.  A  dofe  of  nar- 
cotic mixtures  is  then  adminiflefed  for  the 
lafl  time ;  and  inftaritly  the.perfon,  whofe 
office  it  is,  fets  fire  to  the  pile* 

Thus  the  mofl  determined  refolutiori  of 
which  we  can  form  any  conception,  is 
found  in  the  weaker  fex,  and  in  the  foft 
climes  of  Afia.  It  is  to  the  honour  of 
that  fex  and  thofe  climes,  that  the  grcateft 
courage  th^  exhibit,  is  the  efFeft,  not  of 
the  furious  im^ulfes  of  rage  and  revenge, 
Init  confcious  dignity  and  love^ 

It  might  naturally  be  imagined  by  an 
European,  that  the  feveral  wives  of  onp 
man  (for  polygamy  is  general  throughout 
all  Afia)  would  regard  one  another  with 
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mutual  jcaloufy.  and  iiverfion;  and  that 
they  in  reality  d(y,  has  been  aflertcd  by 
writers  of  high  reputation.  The  fadl  how- 
ever is  quite  otherwife :  they  vifit  one 
another  with  great  friendftiip  and  cordia- 
lity ;  and  if  they  are  of  the  fame  cafif, 
will  occafionally  eat  together,**— The  huf- 
band  is  reflrained  from  eating  with  hi^ 
wives,  either  by  a  regard  to  Cuftom ;  or, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  fome  of  the 
Gentoos  tbcmfelves,  by  a  precept  pf  their 
religion. 

Notwithstanding  the  extreme  an- 
tiquity of  moft  Indian  nations,  I  am  told 
that  in  India  beyond  the  Ganges,  on  the 
confines  o{  Aracan  and  Vegu^  there  is  a 
people  (if  fplitary  favages  roaming  through 
woods  in  queft  of  prey,  tleferve  the  name 
of  people)  that  appear  to  be  in  the  very 
firft  ftage  of  fociety.  They  are  the  only 
people  in  the  known  world  that  go  ab- 
folutely  naked,  without  the  fmalleft  cover* 
ing  on  any  part  of  their  bodies.  Thejr' 
live  on  fruit,  which  grows  ipontaneoufly, 
Z  3  in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


34^  rHAVELSm 

In  the  uncultivated  dfeferts  they  inhabit, 
in  great  tibundance ;  and  on  the  flefli  of 
animals,  which  they  tear  alive  and  devour 
raw.  They  fit  on  their  haras,  with  their 
legs  and  arms  difpofed  ip  the  manner  of 
monkeys.  At  the  approach  of  men,  they 
flic  into  their  woods.  They  take  care  of 
their  offspring,  and  live  in  familieSj^  but 
feem  to  have  no  ideas  of  iubordinatibn  of 
rank,  or  civil  government.  I  have  neYcr 
had  occafion  to  fee  this  race  of  mortals 
myfelf,  but  I  have  converfed  with  feveral 
perfons  who  have  feen  them ;  all  of  whom 
concur  in  the  general  account  of  chem^ 
which  1  have  now  given  you. 

I  am,  &c.  &c* 
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To  J- M ,  Efq;  London. 

MY    DEAR    SIR,  ^ 

I  HAVE  at  laft  determined  to  return  to 
Europe  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  I  have 
obtained  leave  to  go  paflenger  in  the 
Swallow  packet,  which  has  been  under 
jQtilinjg  orders  ever  jQiace  the  month  of 
J4ily.  I  could  ngjt  think  of  letting  flip  an 
XJpportunity  of  feeing  Suez  and  Qrani^ 
Cairjo.  It  is  probable  t!bsx  I  may  be  the 
ibearer,of  the  Company's  firA  difpatches. 
Thi$  letter  and  its  duplicate  go  by  Putcji 
ihips  to  Holland. 

In  two  letters  dated  at  this  place,  one 

iof  them  the  20th,  the  other  the  28th  of 

Septornhcr^  I  have  endeavoured  to  impreis 
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your  mind  with  an  idea  of  the  infimenfc 
advantages  to  be  derived  to  Great  Britain, 
by  a  wife  and  generous  f)rftcm  of  policy, 
from  the  ingenious  natives  and  fertile  foil 
ofHindoft^, 

But  in  oppofition  to  the  flattering  ideas 
thrown  out  in  thofe  letters,  it  may  not 
improbably  be  urged,  that  the  CoAipany^s 
India  inveftments  fell  in  Europe  at  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs,  and  confequently  that  un- 
wrought  commodities,  as  well  as  the  cot- 
ton and  filk  manufadures  of  India,  ace 
obtained  ^t  fo  great  an  expence  as  to  reiv 
dcr  a  trade  to  advantage  imprafticable. 
Such  reafoning  will  appear  plaufible  tp 
perfons  unacquainted  with  India ;  never- 
thelefs  it  is  not  juft.  How  does  it  happeii, 
that  the  French,  who  of  late  years  have 
not  carried  on  any  trade  with  India  but 
through  the  Englifh,  as  the  vehicle  of  re- 
mittances, have  fold  the  unwrought  and 
manufadtured  commodities  of  Bengal,  and 
the  coaft  of  Coromandcl,  at  public  outcry 
in  L'Orient,  at  the  ^  rate  of  25  to  40  per 
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cent,   profit   to-  the,  importer,    although 
thofe  commodities  are  chargedwith  an  heavy 
freight,    king's   duty,   farmers  duty,   in- 
dult,  infurance,  commiflions,  and  various 
other  fmart  expences,  amounting  in  the 
whole  from  26  to  31  per  cent.? — HoW 
does  it  happen,  that  India  goods  imported 
by   Danifti   and   Portuguefe  free-traders, 
have  yielded   high  profits,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  they  are  fubjcft  to  higher  duties 
than  the  companies  of  their  refpeSive  na- 
#ons,  and  other  heavy  charges,  arifing  from 
the  want  of  home  confumption  and  ex- 
portation to  foreign  markets  ?— The  efta- 
bliftied  companies  of  Denmark  and  Portu- 
gal, as  well  as  Holland,  gain  by  their  fales, 
when  loaded  only  with  the  charges  inci- 
dent to  the  goods  themfelves  :  but  the  two 
former  of  thefe,  having  no  territorial  reve- 
nues, their  profits  are  reduced  by  the  ne- 
cefiary  expences  of  civil  and  military  efti^ 
bliOiments* 

There  arc  reafons  for  imagining,  that 
the  Englifli  Company  at  home  are  lefs 
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ziJtiyc  rfian  they  might  be  in  procuring 
fpf  tfeeir  goods  adequate  prices.     But  thf 
capital    error   originated    in    {{indofla;^, 
where  ip  ftill  remains  upeorre£tcd.     TJac 
Dlre^rs,  niifled  by  wrong  inform?itioi^ 
frooi  India,  and   forgetting  thofe  fenti-^ 
mcnt?  which  on  former  occafions  they  in- 
pukatod  with  a    flrength   of    argumenf 
worthy  of  the  juftice  of  that  caufe  ii» 
ivhich  it  w?J5  exerted,  have  ^opted  max-^ 
iO)^   the   moft    fubver&ve    that    can    be 
imagined  pf  their  interefts  ;  maxims  whic^ 
have  encouraged  the  rapacity  of  their  faithr 
}^fs  principal  Servants  in  Indi^  to  conQ^| 
iQiSans  ofrtdncing  the  value,aud  at  the  fkmk 
tin>e  of  eijhaacing  the  coft  of  the  fcveral 
articles  which  compofe  the  general  Inveft- 
Hients.  Monopolies  of  manufadured  goods^ 
opium,  beetle  ^ut,  tobacco,  fait,  and  rice^ 
(articles  which  had  long  employed  the  in- 
duftry  apd  ingenuity  of  the  people)  gave 
birth  to  various  fhameful  opprgflions  and 
unreafonaWe  exactions;  which  enriched  in- 
deed a  few  highly-favoiired  a,nd  pamp^ed 
llidividuals,  but  which  thr^w  multitude^ 
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of  hufbandm^,  labourers,  an4  manufac- 
turers, idle  5  raifcd  the  prices  of  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  and  greatly  depopulated  the 
country.  The  number  of  labourers  ani 
manufa(3:urer!j  being  reduced,  and  ^e  de- 
mand for  goods  ftiil  continuing  ti^  fame, 
the  quality  of  the  coaimodity  was  n«ce£« 
farily  debalfed  for  th«  fake  of  expedition  ; 
while  the  advanced  prices  o£  provifions,  and 
ether  neceflaries,  advamred  c£  courfc  the 
pr-ice  ef  labour.  In  this  manner  was  th« 
firft  ihock  given  to  the  Company's  re- 
mittances, and  to  the  population,  and  con- 
sequently the  cultivation  of  their  poffef- 
lions.  Anotheu-  evil  prevailed  in  the  ava- 
rice of  the  fubordinate  European  Chiefs, 
Who  profited  of  the  influence  of  their  Na- 
tions, to  engrofs  agencies,-and  raw  as  wctt 
as  manufaftured  goods,  upon  their  own 
terms.  Thus  it  became  their  intereft  ftill 
more  and  more  to  debafe  the  quality  of  tho 
goods  they  purchafed :  for  while  the  minu- 
fafturer  received  a  price  diminifhed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  reduced  quality  of  his  com- 
modity, the  market  price  was  ftill  kept  up  to 
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its  old  Aandard.  The  whole  lofs  fell  in  this 
m^ner  upon  the  Company  and  the  an« 
ciuftripus  private  trader ;  and  it  f^U  the 
piore  heavily  on  the  Company,  that  it  was 
accompanied  with  an  accumulated  load  of 
ixtra  charges.  —  But  it  was  refervcd  for 
the  board  of  trade,  eilaMiOied  in  the  year 
1774,  to  compleat  this  iniquitous  fyftem, 
by  contracting,  from  motives  of  partiality^ 
perhaps  of  intereft,  for  the  fever^  articles 
which  compofc  the  Company's  jnveft- 
ments,  on  fuch  conditions  as  haye  in* 
creafed  prices  from  25  to  40  per  cent,  and, 
in  proportion  to  the  advanced  price  of 
goods,  df bafc4  their  quality. 

TpESE  allegations  may  be  fupported  by 
3.  variety  of  fai^s  and  circumftanccs,  which 
form  a  chain  of  evidence  not  to  be  fabri- 
cated by  fubornation,  and  which  therefore 
cannot  poffibly  be  rejected.  For  it  is  no- 
torious, that  foreigners  and  private  mer- 
chants have  of  late  years  been  able  to  pur- 
chafe  many  kinds  of  goods,  of  the  ftpic 
qualities  with  thofe  which  form  the  Cpnj-. 
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pany's  inveftment,  from  30  tto  50  per  cent, 
dieaper  than  they  appear  on  the  Coitipa-^' 
Cy's  invoices ;  that  the  members  of  the 
board  of  trade^  with  only  15001.  and  the 
pre&dent  with  only  2000 1.  a  year,  re- 
i):rained  as  they  are  from  all  perquifites 
and  emoluments^  have  yet  amafled  amaz- 
ing fortunes^  although  it  is  a  fa£t  of  pub- 
lic notoriety,  that  very  few  of  them  were 
in  opulent  circumftances  when  the  board 
was  inftituted  5  and  that  contraAbrs  un- 
der the  board  of  trade,  have  been  enabled, 
in  as  fliort  a  time,  to  retire  with  indepen- 
dent fortunes,  after  transferring  their  con- 
tracts to  natives  J  who  have  alfo  with  won- 
derful rapidity,  become  great  and  opulent. 
There  is  not  a  fpeedier  way  to  wealth  ia 
India,  than  the  enjoyment  of  ^o^  con- 
tradls :  for  befides  that  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  made,  arc  always  egregioufly  in 
favour  of  the  contractor,  they  afford  op- 
portunities of  a  thoufand  extortions  and 
exactions* 
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From  the  eftabli/hment  of  this  imjua- 
culate  board  of  trade  *,  to  the  timjei  when 
the  inveftraent  fhall    be   completed  for 
1781,  it  may  be  computed,  with  g  great 
decree  of  certainty,  that  the  whole  inveft- 
ment^  (including  the  late  lofs  by  fire  in 
Calcutta)   have  ampuntcd  to  746  lack^, 
S297  current  rupees ^  pn  which  the  Cpm^ 
pany  have  been  defrauded  by  the  ^npreafed 
price  and  debaied  quality  of  jgoods^  at  jeaft 
33  T  P?^  ?^^?     'Thus  the  Cqmp^fly's :  trade 
has  in    that  period   faftaioe^    a   lofs   of 
24>S63,43a  current  rupees;  which,  at  two 
fhillingf  eacji  rupee,  is  ^i^ual  to  2,468,94.31. 
Engliflj- 

Fr<3M  the  foregoing  ^^bfervatlons  it  ap- 
peai^,  that  the  a<^ual  loiTes  upon  the  falet 
\n  Bitit^m,  hzvc  been  occaiton^ed, ,  not  by 
glutting  or  over-Aocking  the  m^Jcet  of 
Euroj)c,  but  fdely  by  the  advanced,  price 
1^  debafcd  quality  u>f  Indian  good?.  Thefe 
circumllances  have,   moreover,  encreafcd 

•  In  0£lober  i774» 
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the  charges  at  leafl;  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  above  what  they  wovJd  have  beg|i 
on  the  fame  quantity  of  goods,  had  they 
been  fuch  as  they  were  formerly :  fo  that 
the  lofs  which  the  Eaft  India  Company 
have  fuliained  in  the  ^ace  of  feven  years, 
hf  the  infidelity  and  rapacity  of  their  fer- 
vints,  may>  on  a  moderate  computation^  be 
cftimated  at  three  millions  ilerling. 

The  Britiih  l^iflature  and  Eaft  India 
Company  were  undoubtedly  ignorant  of 
the  infamous  praAices  and  wiles  of  India^ 
when  they  eftabliftied  the  board  of  trade; 
for  if  they  had  known  thefc,  they  would 
iafluredly  have  reftrained  its  powers  withia 
ftriiSer  limits.     Mowever,  rfie  inftrudtipns 
of  the  Pire(9tors  t^  the  Governor  Cen€3r4 
and  Counci]>  which  accompanied  the  get 
neral  commifiion,  have,  hj/  the  i7th^  iSth, 
19th,  and  20th  articles,  fully  authorized 
the  Suprei^e  Board  to  cox^pel  the  inferior 
lo  do  their  doty.-^But  ^]tere  wa«  pt^dbt^ 
bly  a  cohnivince  Tj^t^een  th6  d/Httittnhiri 
of  htif  boards^  formerly  colleagues,  ariiing 
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from  mnimi  fympathy.  An  attempt  t6 
compel  the  dutiful  attention  of  the  infe^ 
rior  board,  would  have  led  to  fatal  dif^ 
covcitfes,  and  alfo  have  thwarted  the  pro*- 
je£ted  nieafures  of  rapacious  amtitioh^ 
^  furor  which,  in  the  meridian  of  Hin- 
doftan,  rages  niore  than  the  bile  and  the 
liver  *.  To  io  glaring  a  pitch  has  the 
board  of  trade  carried  its  audacity,  that 
a  very  high  member  thereof  had  the  af- 
furance  to  threaten  a  diftinguiftied  officer 
of  the  board  with  difmiflion  from  his 
place,  if  he  (hould  continue  to  pay  fre* 
quent  complimentary  vifits  t9  a  member 
of  the  other  board,  whofe  integrity  wa$ 
believed  to  be  incorruptible.  Doubtlefs 
this  civil  check  muft  have  proceeded  froni 
k  confciqufnefs  of  guilt,  and  a  dread  of 
the  probity  of  both  the  officer  and  the 
Supreme  Counfellol-. 


•  The  Englifti  in  Hindoftan  are  univerfally  fubjeft  to 
tire  biJe/ which  aljnoft  always  termjlnates  in,  the  liver,  an  J 
becomes  dangeroust    This  difgrder  they  denomixi^te  thf 

From 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JEtjkapEi  AsiAi  and  ATRtcA.  25i 

From  what  has  been  advanced  iii 
the  letters  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred youi  and  from  the  undeniable 
fads  that  have  been  mentioned  in  this, 
1  hope,  my  friend,  that  you  will  not 
hefitatc  io  conclude  with  mfe^  that  the 
Britifh  acquifitions  in  India,  under  a  wife 
ftdminiftratioui  arc  capable  of  yielding  a 
ftr  greater  revenue,  and  a  much  richeif 
cixportatiori,  than  they  have  ever  in  fadt 
yielded  hitherto ;  and  that  the  inter  efts  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company  and  the  Englifh 
nation,  have  been  facrificed  to  infidelity^ 
Capacity,  and  opprefSon. 

1  am,  &CQ4 


Yat.i.         Ai         LMfTtiL 
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LETTER    XXXIIfc 

To  J '  M ,  Efq.  Loridon. 


Calcutta,  OAobcr  8,  1775^ 

TO  reftore  to  Hindoftan  Peace,  with 
her  attendant.  Arts,  ought  to  be  the 
firft  objed  of  the  Englifli  Eaft-Itidia  Com- 
pany 3  and  indeed,  in  the  prefeat  fituation. 
of  public  affairs,  of  the  Englilh  nation.    A 
policy  at  once  fo  wife  and  generous,  would 
meet  with   the   nobleft   rewards.      How 
great  the   fatisfaftion,  of  making   whole- 
nations  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  family,, 
property,  perfonal  fecurity,  religion,  eafe, 
and  affluence  !  How  rich  the  tribute  which 
the    induflry,    gratitude,    and  fidelity  of 
an  ingenious  and  affe<3:ionate  people  would 
return,  as  a  compenfation  for  fuchbleflings^ 
to  the  liberal  authors  of  their  felicity  !  For 
this  noble  purpofe  it  is  neceffary,  ia  the 

*--  Hrfl 
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firft  place,  to  eredb  the  ftandard  df  liberty 
and  juftice.  This  being  dnce  immovably 
fixed,  an  high  degreeof  impf  oveitieiit  in  agri- 
culture, manufactures^  and  cdmmercei  with 
all  their  beneficial  confequenceSi  will  follow 
of  courfe*  Yet  this  improvement  may  b* 
rendered  m6re  fapid^  as  well  as  extenfive^ 
by  the  liberality  and  wifdoiti  of  the  pro- 
tefting  ftate,  which  will  (hare  fo  largely  irt 
its  advantages. 

I  HAVE  in  a  former  letter  expreffed  afl 
opinion,  in  which  I  am  more  and  morfc 
confirmed,    that   nothing  could  be  more 
conducive  to  the  proriiotion  of  iriduftry  of 
every  kind    in  this    peninfiila,    than  the 
eftabli(hment  of  a  general  bank,  treafury^ 
and  mint,  upon  a  new  and  extenfive  fbale, 
and  on  liberal    principles.     In  a  reniote 
fubordinate  country,  where  commerce  is 
unnaturally  fettered  by  an  exclufive  right 
of  trade,  vefted  in  a  particular  fociety,  both 
country   and   commerce   naturally  decay* 
If  a  depend&nt  country  exports  dll^  and  im- 
ports little^  without  converting  the  dif*» 
A  a  2  ferencc 
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ferencc  into  an  accumulating  debt,  in  re-r 
ferve,  or  a$  a  fund  appropriated  to  the  de- 
frayment of  the  expences  of  profeftion 
againft  foreign  enemies,  and  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice ;  the  commerce  of  that 
country  is  upheld  only  by  the  precious 
metals  circulating,  in  exchange  for  labour, 
under  the  ftamp  of  authority. 

If  thefe  metal  coins  are  intrlnfically 
worth  as  much  as  will  bear  a  premium  of 
infurance,  commiiEon,  freight,  duty,  in- 
tereft  of  extra-advance,  with  other  petty 
charges;  and  after  all,  leave  eighty  per  cent, 
to  the  exporter,  they  will  find  a  paflage 
out  of  the  declining  country;  as  indi- 
viduals, difregarding  the  lofs  of  twenty 
per  cent,  will  eagerly  embrace  the  only 
expedient  they  have  of  remitting  their  ac- 
quifitions  to  their  own  or  any  other  coun- 
try. This  forced  commttc^t  fo  deftrudiv^ 
in  its  tendency,  cannot  long  exift;  and  in 
its  fall,  it  will  probably  involve  the  ruia 
of  that  ftately  fabric,  which  the  good  for- 
tune gf  the  Company^  and  the  integrity 
-  and 
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and  vdouf  of  their  former  fervants  have 
creSed  in  India, 

In  a  country  thus  circumftanced,  the 
^rings  of  life  can  flow  only  in  the  cir- 
culation of  the  remaining  fpecie,  by  the 
cxpences  incident  to  the  civil  and  military 
eftablifhments  of  the  fovereign  monopo- 
lifts.  Whatever  is  exported  in  country 
produce  or  manufaftures,  to  the  remote 
proprietors,  more  than  is  imported  from 
them,  and  that  exceeds  the  aftual  redun- 
dancy (which  may  be  denominated  the 
clear  rtvenue  of  the  lord  paramount)  of 
the  country,  tends  to  exhauft  the  confli- 
tution  by  flow  but  certain  fl:ages ;  its  ex- 
ifl:ence  can  only  be  prolonged  by  protec- 
tion, and  a  wife  fyftem  of  government. 

The  monies,  jewels,  and  manufadlures, 
exported  merely  as  remittances  by  /W/^ 
vidualsp  whether  publickly  or  fccretly,  in- 
creafe  the  diforder;  becdufe  from  (Aem 
neither  return  nor  proteftion  are  ever  ex* 
pe(Slcd.  But,  when  individuals  have  ex- 
A  a  3  ported 
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ported  fupl]L  a  quantity  of  the  circulating 
fpecie  in  gold  and  filver  jcoins,  as  gaye 
a6tioi>  and  vigour  to  agriculture  and  ma- 
jaufa^iarcs^  the  political  body,  deprived  of 
the  powers  of  infpiratiqn  and  refpiration| 
linl^s  49Wft  an  ii>animafed  cprpfe, 

An  inftance  of  fuch  a  ppuntry  as  I  have 
In  this  jreafoning  fuppofed,  we  have  in  the 
pen^nfvila  of  Hindoft^n  ;  that  part  gf  it,  I 
lafiean,  which  is  lender  the  a^ual,  i^ot  the 
yirjual,  4Pf»fnion  pf  the  EnglifliEaft-Indi^ 
(JlJpmpany,  The  natives  did  not  or^gi^ially 
^ploy  their  ingenxfity  and  labour^  ftom 
^he  imp^lfe  of  any  natural  appcfite^  or  ar* 
^ifjcial  want  5  bi|t  the  rapacity  of  ^^^i^ 
|igierin^  fttan^crs  forced  them  fp  purphafe 
felf-prefervation  by  §old,  whicl)  wa§  t^ 
\>Q  obtained  only  in  exchange  fpr  manu- 
fadurcs.  Hence  they  meafuted  the  price 
fctf  their  labour  only  by  go|d.  Where  thi« 
|s  not  to  be  had^  to  what  ptirpofp  fiibmit 
|o  any  toil  ?  The  prepious  metals  Q^ght 
jiev^r  d^cfcfpre  to  be  drained  from  In^ia  | 
^   there,  ^079  ral|    countries  in   the 
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world,  they  are  neceflary  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  induftry  and  art ;  and  they  who 
trade  ifi  the  way  of  barter,  and  import  gold 
and  filver  coins  for  neceflary  ufe,  are  the 
bed  friends  to  their  country,  provided  that 
the  balance  of  tr^e  ii^  their  favour  be  ul- 
tioia^tcly  U^uida^ed  m  bullion. 

XiET  the  Englifh  Eafl:- India  Company's 
g^rofs  revenue  be  eftimated  at  three  mil* 
lion^  a  year:  fuppofe  one  half  that  fum 
j^eceflfarily  remains  in  circulation,  to  defray 
the  civil  and  military  charges  of  govern- 
ment j  that  the  other  half  is  remitted  home 
in  the  Bengal  inveftment,  and  in  money  tp 
purchafe  the  inveftments  from  China, 
TSombay,  and  Bencoolen,  more  than  the 
receipt  of  imports  from  Europe,  and  thfe 
bills  drawn  on  the  Direflors ;  and  that  out 
of  the  million  and  an  half  remaining  in  cir-- 
culation,  one  third  part  is  annually  re- 
mitted home  by  the  Company's  fervants, 
as  their  private  acqUifitions  in  unperipoaBe 
W)muioditics,  that  is,  gold,  filver,  and 
A  a  4  precious 
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precious  ftpncs;  it  yrill  follow,  that  tw0 
millions  are  exported  annually,  for  whiclv 
BO  equivalent  is  returned;  and  of  that  fum^ 
pne  quarter  part  in  unperijhable  commo-? 
dities,  whofp  fource  is  not  inexhauftible  % 
the  circulation  and  influence  of  which 
gave  life  to  manufadlures,  to  trade,  to  agri- 
culture, and  induftry  of  every  kind.  The 
confumption  o^ terijhable  covciViXQdlxi^s^  ejc- 
porte^  in  fair  trade,  ;s  an  obvious  advan?- 
lage  to  a  manufadturing  country,  as  it  fe- 
pures  an  annual  and  perpetual  demand. 
But  the  exportatipq  of  ^oods  which  are 
"^nperijhqbk^  and  bear  ^  j;xed  value,  everi 
in  exchange  for  perijhabk  goods,  tends  to 
^ut  up  the  avenues  pf  circulation,  if  the 
^nperijhabh  goods  are  not  alfo  the  genuine 
produdtion  of  the  country,  and  tl^a^  the 
fqui^tain  i$  not  exhaufl|ble* 

J  SHALL  in  my  next^  cn^eavptir  to  prpv^, 
|hat  the  bullion  and  coins  at  prefent  i|i 
pifculation  in  the  Evu^pe^n  dominions  pf 
ffindoftan,  are  |ipw  ^9d^ted  withiij  fo  con- 
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tfad:ed  a  compafs,  as  to  threaten  the  mod: 
ruinous  confequences,  if  fome  meafures  be 
not  fpeediiy  taken  to  avert  the  impending 
danger. 


LETTER 

/Google 


Digitized  by  > 


3^2  T  B.  A  V  "E^h  ^   jfi 


I^  E  T  T  E  R    XXOT. 


Jp  J M ,  Efq; 


A' 


Calcutta,  06i»  12,  1779. 

NY  enquiry  into  the  quantity  of 
b  coins  in  circulation  in  Bengal,  will 
prove  fruitlefs.  With  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, the  moft  intelligent  cannot  form  even 
a  conjefture.  The  numerous  mints,  the 
various  values  fet  upon  coins,  independently 
of  their  intrinfic  v^orth,  together  with  the 
arts  of  Shroffs,  Banians,  and  Circars  *,  will 
render  any  inveftigation  of  it  that  may  be 
fet  on  foot^by  authority,  difficult  in  its 
progrefs,  and  in  its  ifTue  uncertain  ^ 

Many  perfons  imagine  that  there  is  in 
Bengal  ftill  a  vaft  quantity  oi  fpecie^^  and 

♦  Banians  are  native  brokers ;  Shroffs  arc  money-chang* 
ers  and  bankers  j  and  Circars  are  cJcrjLS  or  writer?* 

r»    i    J    \  they 
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they  found  this  opinion  upon  the  apparent 
fufficiency  of  the  circulat;ion  in  that  coun^ 
try,  without  ponfidering  that  the  decay  of 
pioney  njapifefts  itfclf  pjoft  ftrongly,  by  a 
rapid  decline  of  trade,  which  renders  a  lefs 
quantity  of  fpecie  adequate  to  the  general 
Remand.  Commerce  is  ^  fpontancous 
plant,  of  a  nature  too  delicate  to  bear 
jconftraint,  and-  that  cannot  exift  without 
^he  nourifhing  influence  of  freedom ; 
which  again  can  have  no  being,  in  mat- 
|:ers  of  comnaercp,  without  a  copious  cir^ 
pulation  of  fome  fign  of  yalue  ftamped  by 
public  authority. 

The  idea  of  gn  abundant  quantity  of 
pioney  ftill  circulating  in  bengal,  is  chiefly 
founded  on  a  calculation  of  fum$  exported 
from  Europe  fince  the  fir  ft  difcovcry  of 
the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  But  not- 
withftanding  this  exportation  of  coins  fronpt 
Europe,  and  that  new  conquefts  to  the 
jiorthward,  particularly  the  Rohilla  coun- 
try in  1773,  have  poured  into  the  territo- 
ries of  thp  EngUfh  Eaft  India  Company 
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freih  fiipplies,  the  draught  from  this 
channel  has  been  more  plentiful  than  the 
Sources  whence  it  has  been  fupplied. 

The  country  of  the  Rohillas,  fubdued 
by  the  arms  of  the  Company,  was  expofed 
at  once  to  the  avarice  and  oppreflion  of 
the  Englifh,  and  to  the  rapacity,  tyranny, 
and  brutality  of  Sujah-ul-DowIa.  The 
wealth  and  treafures  of  this  country  were 
Icized  by  the  conquerors,  and  the  inoffen- 
fivc  inhabitants  forced  to  abandon  their 
native  foil,  and  to  feek  an  afylum  in  the 
bofoms  of  other  enemies,  Jefs  impolitic 
;ind  barbarous  than  thofe  from  whom  they 
fied.  The  plunder  of  the  Englifh,  or  of 
perfons  afting  under  their  aufpices,  was 
computed  to  be  a  million  fterling,  and 
that  of  Sujah-ul-Dowla  certainly  amounted 
to  a  greater  fum.  Thus,  upwards  of  two 
millions  fterling  flowed  from  the  Rohilla 
country  into  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  and 
yras  eafily  fwallowed  up  in  the  vacant 
l^lph. 

It 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Europe,  Asia,  end  hT's.iQK.  365 

It  is  certain  that  fums  furpaffing  the 
Rohilla  plunder,  have  fince  been  annually 
fent  out  of  the  Bengal  provinces,  in  all 
probability  never  to  return  again.     Monies 
fent  to  China,  Madras,  Bombay,  Bencoo- 
len,   the  Maratta  territories,  Java,  CaiT- 
mire,  and  other  inland  places,  arc  lefs  like-- 
ly  to  return,  than  what  are  fent  to  Eu-* 
rope.    Nadir- Scha  carried  away  from  Del- 
hi in  1738,  in  fpecie,  maHive  ornaments^ 
plate,  ingots,  &c*  to  the  value  of  about 
40  millions  fterling :  a  futn  greater  tha;t 
half  the  bullion  which  before  that  period 
had    been   imported   by   Eurdpeans   into 
Hindoftan,  fince  the  earlieft  difcovery  of 
the  mines  of  America.    Coflim- Alii-  Cawa 
carried  away  in  1764,  a  treafure  in  fpecie 
perhaps  equal  to  a  quarter,  pr  even  a  third 
parj  of  the  whole  coin  at  that  time  ia 
circulation  in  Bengal  and  Bahar.     The 
deficiency  in  the  uiual  imports  of  bullion, 
and  by  exportation  of  filver,  in  the  tea 
years  from  1757  to  1766,  was  more  thaa 
eight  njillions.     Since  that  year,  at  a  mo- 
derate computation,  the  Company  and  pri^ 
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vate  traders  under  the  Britifh  con/Htufiott 
in  Hindoftan,  cannot  have  exported  to  Chi-* 
Jia,  in  coin  and  bullion,  lefs  than  fcvGH 
millions.     The  laft  war  with  Hyder  Ally 
and  the  prcfent  Mahratta  war,  have  carried 
off  above  three  millions,  in  the  current 
coins  of  Bengal.     Bengal  has  either  igno- 
rantly   or  difingenuoufly  fiibmitted   to  a 
balance  of  trade  againft  herfelf  with  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  Malabar,  and  Gu- 
jarat,  virhich   has   been   liquidated    with 
money.     She  has  been  continually  paying 
a  heavy  ballance  in  money  to  the  Dutch 
of  Batavia,  for  fugar,  arrack,  and  fpiceries* 
Her  opium  has  not  been  fo  well  hufbanded 
as  to  draw  in  her  favour,  as  it  might  hav6 
done,  a  current  of  trade  with  other  eaftcru 
countries.     And  ever  lince  the  fall  of  dia- 
monds in  Europe^,  the  quantities  of  gold 
and  filver  fent  home  as  remittances  by  the 
Company's  fervants,  have  been  immenfc* 
Durmg  thefe  laft  fifteen  years  there  has 

•  Which  happened  In  cottfcqucnce  of  the  Vaft  difcov*- 
lit$  of  mines  in  Brazil,  > 
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teen  very  little  filvcr,  and  ttd  ^oHj,  inm 
ported  from  Europe ;  ztid  fcarccly  Mif 
gold  from  the  eaftward ;  neither  has  the 
trade  to  the  gulphs  of  Pcrfid  and  AirafeS* 
been  fo  conduced  and  encouraged/ as  tt> 
produce  the  regular  fupplies  of  gold  ^n4 
filver  which  it  had  been  Siccuftpm^d  t^ 
yield.  In  fa^t^  there  ha«  h^tii  very  littk 
gold  coined  in  that  period  in  Bengal.  : 

The  quantity  of  coin  miift  original^ 
have  been  inconceivably  great^;  if  rfiefe 
coiitinual  drains  have  not  reduced  it  to 
a  narrow  compafs.  No  computation^ 
founded  even  on  conjecture,  can  keep 
pace  with  fo  vaft  a  confumption. 

The  dread  of  tyranny,  ib  ilnivfcrfellf 
.  cxercifed  in  Afia,  has  indeed  probably  in- 
duced  many  of  the  principal  natives  of 
Hindoftan  to  conceal  their  treafure  im- 
der  ground ;  whence  it  may  be  prefumcd^ 
that  their  fucceflbrs  have  of  late  beea 
digging  it,  and  by  that  means,  that  they 
have  furniihed  a  teipporary  fupply  to  an- 
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fwer  the  faint  fcalls  of  an  expiring  trade  f 
But  aiTuredly^  that  fountain  (if  it  is  not 
merely  imaginary)  and  the  fund  which  it 
yielded,  are  both  now  nearly  exhaufted.—* 
Afiatics  generally  (Convert  their  riches  in*-- 
to  jewels,  of  which  four-fifths  of  their 
treafures  confift*     Reafoning  from  thefe 
matters  bf  fadt,  we  may  conclude,  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  probability,  that  the 
quantity  of  coin  in  circulation  before  the 
dominion  of  the  Englifh  became  abfolute 
in  Bengal,  never  could  have  been  fo  very 
great  as  many  people  have  been  taught  to 
believe. 

The  fiourifliihg  ftate  of  agriculture  and 
manufadure*,  the  high  intereft  of  money, 
and  the  fixed  valufe  of  bullion,  before  the 
vaft  fums  which  have  of  late  years  been 
exported  were  taken  out  of  circulation, 
clearly  demonftrate,  that  the  Quantity  in 
circulaition  never  exceeded,  in  any  very  great 
degree,  that  which  was  requifite  to  the  cui^- 
Vent  pufpofes  of  trade :  for  it  has  ever 
Wen  obferved,  in  all  commercial  countries, 
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that  when  the  coins  in  circulation  ex- 
ceeded the  neceflary  demands  of  trade, 
their  nominal  values  fell  infenfibly  to  the 
market  prices  of  the  pure  metals  contained 
in  them,  and  oftentimes  below  it  ^  whence 
the  value  of  the  metals  was  confiderably 
lefTenedi 

Such  is  the  in^uence  of  authority  !— • 
The  diminution  of  the  value  of  coins  is 
lefs  perceptible  in  the  eftimation  of  either 
imaginary  or  real  coins,  than  in  the  ad-* 
vanced  prices  of  thofe  commodities  fot 
which  they  are  exchanged. — If  the  dimi- 
nished quantity  of  coins  has  not  had  that 
cfFedl  in  I/iJia,  it  is  becaufe  the  prices  of 
country  manufactures,  and  commodities 
proper  for  foreign  trade,  have  bafely  and 
treacheroufly  been  upheld  by  pernicious 
contrails,  calculated  folely  to  enrich  a  few 
individuals,  high  in  ftation  or  in  favour,  at 
the  expence  of  their  employers  and  the 
impoveriflied  natives.  By  thefe  contracts, 
all  kinds  of  goods  for  exportation,  and 
many  for  native  confumption,  are  made  to 
\    Vol.  I.  Bb  pafs 
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pafs  through  the  unhallowed  hands  of  va- 
rious rapacious  agents,  until  the  firft  coft 
of  many  articles  is  doubled  before  it  re- 
ceives the  Company's  impreffion  in  their 
export  warehoufes.— Another  caufe  why 
the  Want  of  bullion  has  not  yet  been  felt 
in  all  its  deftrudtive  confequences,  is,  that 
the  circulating  coins  have  from  neceffity 
been  made  a  cotnmercial  commodity,  by 
tvhich  the  acquiiitions  of  individuals  are 
legally  remitted  from  India.  Manufac- 
tures being  neglected,  a  lefs  quantity  of 
coins  is  fufficient  to  maintain  a  circulation. 
The  evils  dreaded  from  the  dimini/hed 
quantity  of  coins  would  have  appeared 
confpicuoufly  before  this  time,  had  not 
trade,  agriciilturie,  and  population,  dimi- 
niflied  in  a  ftilt  greater  pr6|)ortiori.  But, 
from  d  cohtinuation  of  the  export  of  coin, 
the  evil  day  is  faft  approaching,  which 
will  involve  the  Britifh  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany in  the  riiin  of  that  people,  over  whoni 
the  power  of  arms  and  of  fortune  hath  ac- 
quired a  dominion,  which  they  have  nei- 
ther wifdom  nor  firmnefs  to  maiiltdn. 
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In  this  alarming  fituation,  the  danger 
of  which  is  probably  the  greater  that  it 
is  not  fufpedted,  a  remedy  may  ftill  be 
found ;  more  fimple  as  well  as  efficacious  in 
its  natufe,  than  thofe  who  have  imbibed 
Afiatic  maxims  from  their  predeceflbrs, 
or  than  defigning  Gomaftahs  *  and  Ba- 
nians will  be  willing  to  allow. 

Let  the  natives,  by  eafy  gradations, 
be  reconciled  to  the  idea  of  fupporting, 
by  means  of  divers  puni{hments>  the  au- 
thority and  influence  of  fuch  falutary  laws 
as  are  not  direftly  incompatible  with  the 
leading  principles  of  their  religious  cafts, 
profeffions,  feudal  tenures,  the  fubordina- 
tion  of  ranks,  and  the  fuperior  dignity  of 
thofe  in  public  authority ;  which,  in  all 
Afiatic  governments  muft  neceflarily  be 
preferved  inviolate*  This  I  believe  to  be 
pradlicable :  for  I  prefume,  that  in  many 
inftances  the  prejudices  of  cuftom  and 
education  will   give   way  to  motives  of 

^  Oooiltftabs  are  a  kind  of  caimtr7  brokers. 

B  b  2  felf- 
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felf-intereft  and  perfonal  fecurity.  Let 
markets  be  eftabliflied  for  the  produc- 
tions of  agriculture  and  art.  Fix  one  cer- 
tain ftandard  of  coins;  and  fupply  the 
deficiency  of  the  precious  metals  by  paper 
currency.  The  faith  and  credit  of  go- 
vernment, pledged  for  fo  large  a  portion  of 
the  circulating  wealth  of  the  country,  will 
operate,  as  the  public  flocks  do  in  Britain, 
to  fecure  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the 
holders  againft  all  treachery,  and  all  ma- 
chinations in  favour  either  of  foreign  or 
domeftic  foes. 

If  induftry  receive  not  any  check  in 
bartering  either  labour  or  goods  for  any 
circulating  commodity  of  eftabliflied  va- 
lue, the  redundancy  or  net  revenue  of 
the  lord  paramount,  after  affording  pro- 
tection to  the  natives,  riiay  fafely  be  ex- 
ported, without  doing  any  injjiry  to  the 
country  from  a  want  of  equal  returns : 
becaufe  the  common  courfe  of  trade,  and 
the  natural  intereft  of  the  lord,  will  fecure 
a  fufficient  fupply  of  precious  metals  to 
6  give 
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giv€  efiicacio\is  currency  to  bank  notes. 
Thus  the  produdtions  of  induftry  and  in- 
genuity will  find  fo  iuvariable  a  ftaple, 
that  every  apprehenfion  of  fuperfluous 
produce  will  fubfide :  an  apprehenfion 
which  h*as  fo  often  difcouraged  the  la- 
bours of  the  manufafturer  and  hufl^and- 
man,  and  contributed  to  depopulate  the 
moft  fertile  fields  in  Hindoftan. 

.  The  charges  of  colledling  make  now 
an  enormous  defalcation  of  the  Compa- 
ny's revenues*,  diftrefs  the  zemindar  or 
renter,  and  opprefs  the  ryot  pr  fub-te- 
nant,  who  are  equally  defrauded  in  the 
exchange  of  money;  but  the  latter  is 
ultimately  loaded  with  the  burthen  of  the 
difference  of  exchange,  as  well  as  with 
all  the  gifts  and  bribes  which  the  zemin- 

•  In  1772,  by  a  computation.  It  was  fhewn  that  the 
Company's  proportion  of  the  collefted  revenue  was,* as 
17^  to  22i.  The  remaining  5  in  22!,  or  22 J  per  cent, 
were  fwallowed  up  in  the  charges  of  colledlion.  The  net 
revenue  being  eftimated  at  ^i  millions,  makes  the  grofs> 
revenue  equal  to  4J  millions,  cpnftqi^ently  one  million  h 
thus  wafted  in  unneceffary  charges, 

B  b  3  dars 
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dars  are  forced  to  give  to  chiefs,  eollec-? 
tors,  and  their  numberlefs  traip  of  har- 
pies, under  the  denomination  of  depen-? 
dents  and  fervants. 

By  means  of  ftamping  a  fixed  general 
value  upon  coins,  and  of  notes  bearing 
efFedtual  value,  thefe  deftru6tive  evils  wrill 
ceafe  |  and  the  collectors,  zemindars,  and 
traders,  will  be  enabled  to  remit  their 
rents,  taxes^^  and  properties  tp  the  metro-y 
polis,  and  from  place  tp  place,  vvithout 
the  exppnce,  rifque,  and  oppreffion  inci- 
dent to  the  prefent  mode  of  traniportation, 
and  the  unconfcionable,  ufurious  exadtions 
ppon  th?  bills  of  Shroffs  *• 

The  opening  of  channels  for  private 
remittances  to  Europe,  would  be  attende4 

•  Tie  ncceflkry  4cp9fit  of  eoin  in  the  b^njc,  will^ 
upon  any  emergency  of  inyafio^  or  i][iteftine  cOmmotioi^, 
fcrve  the  ^noft  ufefol  purpofes,  and,  together  with  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation,  will  tend  to  (ecure  at^ 
^chment  and  fidelity  in  the  pepple,  from  |noti?ea  of  felf? 
intfreiU 
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with  many  advantages  to  the  Company 
and  the  Britifli  nation,  and  with  ftill  more 
tp  India.  Many  fuch  cliannels  might  be 
Qpft^ed,  without  tranfgreffing  that  line 
which  is  dfawn  b^^ween  the  ei^clufive 
cpipqiprce  of  the  Company  an4  private 
tr^de*  Fftr  inftanpe;  as  thp  Company's 
trade  and  pqff^ffions  in  Iijdia  qaturaUy  tend 
tp  6¥t^nd  ^he  ^Je  of  ti^^ir  principal  com- 
mo4iti?s  in  purope,  it  is  reafonable  to 
fiippofe  that  they  niay  encreafe  their  hqme- 
ward  inveftiuents :  which  would  enable 
thciro  to  introduce  4  legal  ^nd  fecure  qiodq 
of  lurciiihing  their  European  fervants  in 
India  with  remittances,  to  a  very  confider- 
able  anioi^nf,  by  annual  bills;  whence  folid 
benefits  would  accrue  to  themfelves,  as 
well  in  the  exchange  as  in  the  circulation 
of  their  hank-pappr. 

One  great  principle  fliould  be  invari- 
ably obferved,  that  a  greater  quantity  of 
coins  or  paper- money  be  not  thruft  into 
circulation  than  the  progrefs  of  agricul- 
ture, manufadures,  commerce,  and  popu- 
B  b  4  latipn. 
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lation,  neceflkrily  require,  in  order  to  give 
freedom  and  eafc  to  the  exchange  theredf 
from  hand  to  hand.  At  the  fame  time  k 
muft  be  allowed,  that  a  fuperfluity  of  coins, 
or  other  currency,  is  not  fo  pernicious  as  a 
deficiency  thereof;  fince  the  natural  in* 
fluence  and  credit  of  every  wife  govern- 
ment, will  always  be  able  to  fupport  the 
circulation  both  of  coin  and  paper  to  a 
certain  reafonable  extent;  in  as  much  as  in 
the  common  courfe  of  trade  the  fuperflu- 
ous  quantity  of  coin  w^ill  gradually  difap- 
pear,  until  the  temaining  quantity  be  re- 
duced to  a  juft  level.  I  might  add,  in 
confirmation  of  this  reafoning,  that  there 
are  always  certain  timid  and  avaricious 
people,  who  hoard  up  coins,  through  want 
of  confidence  and  fpirit  to  apply  them  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  coinage  was  in- 
vented.— From  this  general  plan,  of  fix- 
ing the  value  of  coins  and  eftablifhing  a 
bank,  maturely  digefted,  improved,  and 
carried  into  execution,  an  annual  revenue 
would  arife,  exceeding  half  a  million  fter- 
Jing, 
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Persons  who  have  tefided. long  in  In-.- 
dia,  will  very  probably  affert,  that  it  will 
be  impoflible  to  introduce  any  praQic© 
into  that  country  which  interferes  with 
efiabUjhed  cujlom^  and  which  gives  employ- 
ment to  fo  wealthy  a-  ciaft  as  that  of  the 
Gircawj'of  ^vhc^m  nioft'of  the  Banians  and 
Shroffs  are  a  part;  Gentlemen  who  en-  , 
tertain^  this  opinion j  do  not  fufficiently  rc- 
fleft  oi  the  nature  of  the  human  nund; 
which  is  of  a  very  pliant  and  verfatile  na- 
ture, and  which,  through  the  influence  of 
fear,  friendfhip,  or  neceffity,  is  reconciled, 
without  very  great  difficulty,  to  all  circum- 
llances  and  fituations.  Befides,  they  do 
not  confider,  that  the  prefent  mode  of  ne- 
gociating  the  exchange  and  currency  of 
coins,  IS  not  fo  antieiit  as  to  have  become 
the  conflant  and  invariable  cuflom  of  the 
country.  The  greateft  bankers  and  nego- 
ciators  of  money  in  the  eaftern  world,  the 
Seets  of  Muxadabad,  from  a  low  flate 
and  origin,  became  the  founders  of  the 
prefent  pernicious  iyilem,  the  commence- 
mentof  which  cannot  be  traced  farther  back 
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than  the  year  1720.  And  farther;  it  is 
well  known  that  cither  the  king,  pr  any 
of  his  nabobs,  merely  by  a  mandate  under 
his  feal,  could  alter  the  reprefentjitions 
upon  the  coins,  or  reduce  their  real  or 
nominal  values, — When  the  fimple  exer- 
cife  of  power,  without  fecuring  the  cur- 
rent value  of  the  coins,  could  fo  effectually 
carry  its  purpofes,  what  may  not  he  ex- 
pected frpm  an  equal  degree  of  power, 
guided  in  all  its  operations  by  a  fteacjy  re* 
gard  to  juftice  ?  Add  to  this  confideration, 
^at  probably  two  thirds  of  the  whole 
circulation  would  once  in  eypry  year 
pafs  through  the  Company's  treafijry,  in 
the  receipt  of  the  territorial  revenues^ 
taxes,  and  duties,  and  alfo  return  into  the 
chiannel  of  circulation  through  tJieir  Eu- 
ropean and  other  fervants,  whofe  duty  and 
intereft  it  would  be  to  fupport  its  credit. 

I  ami  &c. 
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To  J M--T— ,  Efq.  London. 


Cgkntta,  Oaobcy  15,  1779. 

TO  reftore  the  Emperor  of  Hindoftan 
to  his  hereditary  imperial  throne, 
would  be  an  aft  of  wifdoHi,  as  well  as  of 
juftice.  From  a  condudt  fo  noble,  fo  ge- 
nerous, and  juft,  the  Britifti  nation  would 
derive  fuch  a  reputation  for  virtue,  and 
r^ife  for  themfelves  fuch  a  monument  of 
jglory  in  Afia,  as  no  nation  hatli  ever  at- 
tjiiijed,  and  which  in  fad  are  not  otherwife 
attainable. 

Since  the  i8th  of  September  17731 
fhe  date  of  the  treaty  of  Benaras,  Hin- 
doftan has  been  in  a  ftate  of  perfeft 
anarchy,  without  a  conftitutional  head,  or 
anv  acknowledged  fovereignty  in  any  par- 
Z  ticular 
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ticular  ftate  or  perfon  upon  earth  •  Indc^ 
cifion  and  uncertainty  with  regard  to  this 
great  point  of  sovpf^signty,  have  been 
productive  of  convulfions,  which  ftill  con- 
tinue to  threaten  fudden  deftrudion  to 
the  Pnglifh  Company,  and  a  feries  of 
revolutions  in  Hindoftan,  more  interefting 
to  Europe  than  thofe  which  preceded  the 
afcendency  of  the^empany's  government 
in  that  country^ . 

At  this  timq,  the  forereign  powers  are 
ufurped  by  nominal  n2iboh^j  rep^efenting  a 
king  of  Delhi  as  Emperor  of  Hindqftan  : 
their  authority  being,  originally  derived 
frpm  the  Emperor,  but  flill  limited  and 
revocable.  The  Englifli  Company,  as 
treafurers  of  the  empire,  colledt  the  im- 
perial revenues  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orifla,  under  the  Emperor's  fpecial  grant 
and  authority,  in  confideration  of  their 
fidelity,  loyalty,  attachment,  and  fervices ; 
and  particularly,  upon  condition  of  their 
being  perpetual  guarantees  for  the  pay- 
ment of  twenty-fix  lacks  of  Sicca  rupees, 
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being :  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thoufand.  pounds  fterling,  as  an  annual 
tribute  from  the  nabobfliip  of  Bengal,  and 
for  the  free  and  perpetual  pofleffion  of  the 
provinces  of  lUiahabad  and  Cox^hffolemnfy 
ceded  and  guaranteed  ta  the  iing,  as  a  royal 
demefne^  for  the  fupport  of  his  imperial  dig-- 
nity. — Such  were  the  conditions  on  which 
the  nabobs  and  the  Englifh  Company 
received  their  authority  and  privilege? 
from  the  court  of  Delhi. 

But  now  the  nabobs  refufe  allegiance^ 
and  the  Company  have  not  only  with-held 
the  flipulated  tribute,  but  have  fold  the 
provinces  of  Illiahabad  and  Corah  to  the 
nabob  of  Oude,  Sujah-ul-Dowla,  a  tri- 
butary and  immediate  fervant  of  the 
empire  i  who  had  alfo  folemnly  joined  in 
the  former  ceflions  and  guaranty  to  the 
king  of  Delhi. 

Although  the  fovereignty  of  thfe.CiKf- 
peror  be  denied,  and  his  rights  withrheld 
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Ffoni  him  with  ecjiial  impolicy  and  in^ 
jilfticc,   Ris  name  was  neverthelefs  held 
forth  by  the  Company,  as  a  pretext  for 
afeniSndiiig  from  other  European  ftates,  as 
Well  ds  from  hativcs  and  Britifli  fubjefts, 
^tiit-rents>  duties^  and  impofts.  AH  monies 
^b  cdinfed  in  his  hime ;  fcivil  and  criminal 
courts  are  hdd  in  his  name;  and  in  his 
name,  juftite  continues  to  be  adminiftered 
iiiid  exiecuted*     Yet  the  Englifti  Company 
make  war  and  peace,  and  fupport  a  mili- 
tary eftablifhment,  and   alfo   a   court   of 
fuprfenie  judicature,    which    iffues  writs 
juid   aditiihifters  juftice  according   to  the 
common  ftatute  laws  of  England,    upon 
ex  pdJifaSto  principles,  in  the  name  of  the 
kihg  of  Great  Britain.     This  court  exc- 
cutesi  with  rigorous  feverity,  its  criminal 
sind  penal  decrees,  and  extends  its  jurif- 
diftion  as  well  to  the  lives^  liberty,  and 
property  of  the  natives,  who  arc  confeffcdly 
fubjefts  of  the  empire,  and  within  the  im- 
perial territories,  as  to  the  migrating  fub- 
je^s  bf  Great  Britain. 

This 
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This  government j  the  fyftem  of  which 
is  undefinable^  becaiife  right,  fa£t,  and 
form,  are  fo  manifeftly  at  variance,  cannot 
in  the  nature  of  things,  have  permanent 
iexifterice.  A  fucceflion  of  difcordant  mea- 
fures,  ipringing  from  various  and  venal 
fources,  muft  confound  and  counterad:  each 
other,  until  the  power  and  influence  of  a 
government,  at  once  fo  iniquitous  and  un- 
liable, be  reduced  to  fo  low  a  ftate,  that 
neceflity  will  point  to  its  final  fubverfion, 
as  the  only  method  of  reftoring  peace,  li- 
berty, and  happinefs  to  the  people. 

The  fovereignty  is  beyond  a  doubt  vefted 
in  Shah  Allum^  king  of  Delhi, — To  deny 
that  faft,  and  not  to  fupport  the  right  of 
that  prince,  would  be  to  overthrow  all 
Britifh  claims  and  pretenfions  in  every  part 
of  Hindoflan.  Wifdom  and  found  policy 
mufl  here  overrule  the  frenzy  of  avarice 
and  ambition.  The  reigning  prince  is  the 
undoubted  fovereign  of  Hindoflan,  being 
the  great  great  grandfon  of  Aurenzebe, 
who  was  the  tenth  (that«igncd)  in  dired: 

lineal 
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lineal  dcfcent  from  Tamerlane. — The  grand 
queftion  concerning  the  foyereignty  b^ing 
4ecided,  another  important  queftion  may 
then  alfo  be  decided  5  whether  the  fplendid 
fupcrftrufture  that  has  been  raifed  by  the 
Englifli  Company  in  India,  be  founded  on 
a  rock  or  on  fand  ? 

The  king  of  Delhi  being  acknowledged 
as  the  fovereign  of  allHindoftan,thcgreateft 
body  of  merchants  in  the  world,  by  a  wife 
improvement  of  that  revolution,  would 
not  only  prolong  its  exiftence,  but  acquire 
new  and  unexampled  credit,  wealth,  and 
grandeur;  and  the  Britifli  nation  ftricftly 
allied  to  the  Emperor  of  Hindoftan,  on 
principles  of  juftice  and  mutual  fecurity 
and  advantage,  would  emerge  from  its  pre- 
fent  diftrefles,  and  be  reftored  to  its  foi:mer 
power  and  glory. 

Such  is  the  diftraded  ftate  of  Hindoftan, 
and  fo  powerful  many  of  the  princes  who 
have  ufurped  the  power  of  the  king  of 
Delhi,  that  that  potentate  cannot,  by  his 

own 
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.Own  power  and  influence,  recover  his  he- 
reditary authority  an4   doininions.     But 
this  gre^t  obje(3:  he  Height  attain  through 
the  powerful  aflifhnf:e  of  Great  Britaiq. 
And  that  Britain  may  be  jin4uced  to  ^f- 
for^  this  ailiftance,  let  her  be  rewarded 
w^th  a  particip^ion  in  that  empire,  which 
her  juftice  ihall  have  reftored  to  the  na- 
tural fovereigo.    Let  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  be  invjefted  with  ?n  ipdepeAdpnt 
fovereignty   over  <:;er;taiB  proyinces,   ,and 
Jet  the^ng  of  I)elhi  ^;^joy,  as  heretpfpxe> 
a  fccure^   undiilurfeed  dominion  ovfer  the 
reft.     Thus  the  pplkiqaj  njaxim,  4ivi4^  ef 
imperfif  may  be  applied  in  ^  ne^w  fenie,  hut 
with  all  its  eftaWifhed  ^u^thprity.     ^  rxi\x^ 
tual  alliance  and  j.ai;i<3;ion  of  pow,er  woi^l^ 
render  the  fo^ereigiiity  .of  ho;th  the  Pfli- 
pcrpr  and  Britain  permanent  in  I^dia,  and 
make  npt  only  their  refpeftive  fubjedls,  but 
tributary  princes,  happy  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  jperfonal  :jfecurity,  and  the  riches 
that  ifJUe  from  pcaoe,  agriculture,, and  free 
commerce^    How  .gJ^^at  the  happinefs  pf 
VrOL.  I.  Co  men 
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men  who  had  been  dragged  from  their  fa*^^' 
milies  to  war  and  rapine,  and  continual 
fubjcfts  of  extortion  and  oppreflion,  when 
they  are  enabled  to  return,  without  any 
apprehenfion  of  ever  being  again  torn  from 
their  families !  when  they  are  permitted 
to  enter,  in  perfeift  peace  and  fecurity,  upon 
d&meftiC  induftry,  and  to  enjoy  the  full 
profits  of  their  ingenuity  and  labour  !— 
Laws  that  fecure  fuch  ineftimable  bleffings, 
muft  needs  be  objefts  of  their  warmeft 
gratitude.  They  will  teach  their  children 
to  admire  and  adore  that  mild  and  wife 
fyftem  of  government,  which,  although  it 
originated  in  ufurpation,  hath  made  the 
arts  of  peace  to  rife  from  the  horrors  of 
ivar.  Succeffive  generations  will  tranfmit, 
with  their  inheritance,  fentiments  of  gra- 
titude to  the  Britifli  nation,  which  will 
fecure  pofterity  againft  a  fatal  encourage- 
ment of  external  invafions  or  inteftine  com- 
motions }  and  the  protecting  ftate,  regarded, 
though  remote,  as  a  tender  parent,  will 
grow  great  and  opulent  by  the  offerings 

which 
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which  a  grateful  people  will  chearfully 
iranfmit  a&  ah  annual  tribute,  in  com- 
memoration of  their  happy  tranfition  from 
favage  inafchy  and  opprcffion  to  Ithe  en- 
joyment of  property,  liberty,  and  lifci 


i  am,  ScCi 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 

To  J M ,  Efq;  London. 

Calcutta,  Oa.  ij,  1779. 

rTpHE  great  founder  of  the  Britifh 
JL  power  and  influence  in  India,  the 
memorable  Lord  Clive,  procured  thofe 
taft  conceflions  from  Shah-Allum,  the 
prefent  king  of  Delhi  and  emperor  of 
Hindoftan,  which  have  transformed  a 
Company  of  merchants  into  fovereigns 
of  extenfive  dominions,  with  a  great  mi- 
litary regular  eftablifhment*.  By  one  ge- 
neral and  three  particular  Firmaunds,  bear- 
ing date  the  12th  of  October  1765,  the 
emperor  conftituted  and   granted  to  the 

•  The  Company's  mHitary  cftabliihment  in  Bengal, 
^adras^  Bombay,  and  Bencoolen,  exclnfive  of  their  ma-» 
line,  may  be  computed  at  one  hundred  thoafand  men. 

Company^, 
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Company,  '^  in  conjideration  gf  their  at* 
tachment  and  fervices,  as  faithful  ^rvants 
of  the  empire,  worthy  of  royal  favours,  the 
office  of  Dewamee  of  the  provinces  of  Ben^ 
gal,  Bahar,  and  Orijfa^  uj>on  condition,  ex* 
^refsly,  that  they  engage  to  become  guarantee 
andfecurity  to  him,  for  the  punSiuaj  payment 
gf  an  annual  tribute  of  fi^enty-J^x  lacks  of 
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maund  of  the  fame  date,  **  in  exprefs  con^ 

^deration  of  the  fidelity  and  good  wijhes  of  the 

Englijh  Company^  the  emperor  grants  and 

confirms  the  five  Northern  CircarSy  on  the 

coafi  of  Gokonda  and CoromandeU  to  them** 

By  a  folemn  treaty,  made  and  condudetj 

the  1 6th  of  Auguft  1765,  between  Sujah- 

ul-Dowla,  nabob  pf  Oude  and  vizier  of 

the  empire,  of  one  part;  Nucyum-ul-Dow- 

la,  nabob  of  Bengal,  of  one  other  part ;  and 

the  Englifh  Eaft  I;adia  Company,  of  the 

third  part ;  fealed  a^id  appr^veid/- as  a  marl^ 

of  neceflary  authentifc|ty  and  form,  by  his 

majefty  the  king  of  DHbi ;  in  the  fourth 

article  it  is  exprefsly  covenanted  and  ftipu- 

lated,  '^  That  the  king  Shah  Ailum  Jhall  re-- 

main  in  full  poffefjion  of  Cor  ah  y  andfuchpart>f 

of  the  provinces  of  Illiahabad  as  he  new  pof* 

fejfesy  which  are  ceded  to  his  majefiy,  as  a 

royal  demefncy  for  the  fupport  of  his  dignity 

and expencesJ'     And  by  the  eleventh  ar^ 

tide  of  the  fame  treaty,  the  three  contra^dl^ 

ing  powers  folemnly  ^*  ^ftgage  to  obferve^ 

firieily  andfincerely,  all  the  articles  contained 

find  fettled  in  ^he  pr^fent  trcftyy  that  t^ey 

wil^^ 
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will  not  Juffer  the  fame  to  be  infringed^  di-^ 
reSily  or  indireBlyi  and  that  they  do  and  will^ 
generally  and  reciprocally ,  guarantee  all  the 
fiipviations  therein''  And  laftly,  by  a  fo- 
lemn  agreement  made  and  executed  bc^- 
tween  the  king  of  Delhi  and  ^e  Com-^ 
pany,  bearing  date  the  19th  Auguft  1765, 
^*  T!he  Company y  in  confideration  of  his  ma* 
jejiy  hanging  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
the  Denvannee  ofBengaU  Bahar^  and  Oriffa^ 
do  engage  themfelves  to  be  fecurity  for  the 
regular  and  punSiual  payment  of  the  annual 
tribute  of  twenty-fx  lacks ^  in  the  manner ^^ 
and  at  the  time  Jpecifically  mentioned.**  That 
great  ftatefman  andfoldicrwho  forniedthefc 
treaties,  was  guid?d  in  this  matter  as  much 
by  a  regard  to  juftic?  as  by  the  love  of  his 
country ;  principles  which  are  by  no  means 
incompatible,  but  rather  allied  to  each 
other,  for  as  much  as  the  public  intereft  is 
beft  confuUe4  by  a  fair  and  equitable  con- 
duit, on  the  part  of  government,  toward^ 
all  nations  and  all  men.  It  is  only  by  ex-, 
tending  and  improving  the  grand  idea  t|iat 
^ips  to  have  adtuated  the  m^gnanimfou,? 

C  c  4  fpul 
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foul  of  Lord  Clive^  whfen  he  treated  with 
the  king  of  Delhi,  that  the  Britifli  eftab- 
liliiments  iti  tht  eaft,  c^n  be  remkrcd  both 
advantageous  and  permanent.  Friendfhip 
sTnd  alliance  with  the  cmjiefw  ihould  be 
ifiadfe  the  bafis  of  all  political  arrangements 
in  Britifli  Hindoftan.  But  no  alliance  can 
be  firmly  eftabljflied  without  reciprocal 
udvantages.  To  make  a  treaty  with  a 
friendly  prince  to-day,  ^and  to  bteak 
through  the  condition^  of  that  trcaly  to*, 
jnorrow,  is  an  infult  which  tends  to  con- 
vert hitn  into  an  inveterate  enemy. 

Such  has  hcttx  the  condua  of  the  Eaft^ 
jndia  Cortipany's  fetvants  towards  the  un* 
fbrtanate  king  of  Delhi.  They  have 
Withheld  from  that  prince  the  ftipulated 
tribute,  and  fold  the  province  of  Jllia- 
habad  aiid  Corah  to  Tiis  ot^n  prime  mi- 
hifter  Sujah-ul-Dowla.  Yet  ftiH  they 
continue  to  officiate  ^s  Dewan,  or  trea^ 
farer,  upd^r  the  grant  and  appointment  of 
the  fame  king,  ahd  to  appropriate  to  their 
qWn  private  ufe,  not  only  tjie  furplus  re- 

vepwes^ 
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venues,  but  alfo  his  majefty's  fpecial  re- 
fervations  for  the  fiipport  of  his  royal  dig- 
nity and  government. 

Can  thcfe  a(fts  of  flagrant  injuftice  be 
defended  or  even  palliated  on  principles  of 
policy  or  expediency  ?  If  there  lives  a  man 
equal  to  fo  arduous  a  tafk,  it  is  the  prefent 
Governor  General  of  Bengal.  But  even 
the  inventive  ^genius  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
when  he  attempts  to  defend  the  detention 
of  the  king*s  tribute,  and  the  infamous 
treaty  of  Benaras^,  labours  and  is  at  a  lofs. 
The  fhiency  of  his  dicftion,  the  fubtilty  of 
his  reafoning,  the  darknefs  of  his  infinu- 
ations  and  illufions,  avail  nothing  in  fo 
plain  a  caufe.  All  his  reafons  for  n>ea- 
fures  fo  impolitic  and  unjuft,  are  refuted 
by  preceding,  immediate,  and  fubfequent 
aflertions  written  with  his  own  hand,  and 
ftill  remaining  upon  the  Company's  re* 

*  The  treaty  by  which  the  property  and  poStt^on  c£ 
the  king's  provinces  in  the  Dufab  were  conveyed  to  the 
l>*bQb  pf  Oude,  Sttjah-ul-Powla* 

cords* 
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eords.  All  he  alledgcs  in  juftification  of  his 
oQndudt  is,  ift.  That  the  king  ought  not^ 
on  any  pretext,  to  have  removed  from  tha 
ccdqi  provinces ;  id.  That  he  had  tranf-r 
fcFfed  his  right  in  thcfq  proyintes  to  the 
Mahrattas;  and  3d.  That  the  allowing 
twenty-fix  lacks  of  rupees  to  go  annually 
to  Delhi,  would  prove  injurious  to  thq 
j:irpulation  pf  Bengal, 

With  refpcdt  to  the  firft  of  tjiefe  argu-« 
)i(ient$ :  The  treaty  made  by  the  king  with 
Lord  Clive  in  1765,  is  filent  as  to  theplacq 
pf  reiidence,  and  therefore  irpplies  that 
De/Ai  or  jigra,  iOialJ  naturally  continue 
to  be  the  place  of  the  empefor's  abode. 
Farther,  that  prince  left  the  ceded  pro-r 
vince^  with  the  knowledge  ahd  approba-r 
tioi^  of  the  Company's  goyernpr  and  coun- 
pil^  an4  was  conducted  to  the  frontiers  of 
Corah  by  their  General  in  C^i^ef,  S^y 
Robert  Barker,  and  Siyah-ul-Dowla,  who 
all  of  them  knew  that  the  king's  objcA 
was,  to  recover  Delhi  from  the  ufurped 
power  of  Zabda  Cawn,  a  p^ohilla  chief ; 
•'  andl 
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and  that  he  had  repeatedly  folicited  the 
Company -s  affiftance  for  that  purpofe. 

As  to  the  fecond :   The  transfer  of  his 
right  in  the  ceded  provinces  to  the  Ma- 
f attas,  wa«  not  a  voluntary  deed.     That 
nation  extorted  a  grant  of  thofe  provinces 
from  him  when   he  was  their  prifoner* 
That  this  grant  could  not  be  valid,  Mr* 
Haftings  himfelf  allowa.     In  a  public  let- 
ter of  the  15th  January  1773,  he  writes, 
^*  that  the  ceflion  of  Corah  and  Illiahabad 
by  the  king  to  the  Marrattas,  when  he 
was  their  prifoner,  could  not  be  confidered 
as  valid,  having  been  forcibly  wrefted  from 
him/'     And  in  another  of  the  ift  March 
1773,  he  fays,    **  In   no  fliape  can  thii 
compulfatory  ceflion  from  the  king  rel'eafe 
us  from  the  obligation  we  are  under  to 
defend  thefe  provinces,  which  We  have  »fo 
particularly  guaranteed  to  him,  and  which 
his  viceroy,  Moneer-ul-Dowla,  at  this  time 
puts  tinder  our  proteftion.     Indbpendent 
pf  our  own  eonviftion,  of  the  propriety  of 
this  plan,  your  ojders  in  the  5th  paragraph 
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of  jhc  30th  Juijc,  1769,  in  a  iimilar  c^e, 
leaves  .us  without  aa  Qptioa/'  Nay,  he  ^- 
terwards  avowed  in  council,  that  in  treating 
y/ith  §ujah-uJ-DQ\^la  j}r/w/^^,  he  had  de- 
clared, that^  **  he  was  confcijiting  to  mea- 
fures  againfl:  the  peremptory  grdeirs  of  hh 
fiiperiors/' 

With  regard  to  the  third  pretc^ct, 
the  drawing  money  from  Bengal :  In 
the  firft  place,  the  fum  w?^  not  fo  great 
f|5  to  injure  the  circulation  of  Bengal;  si 
truth  of  which  Mr.  Haftings  feems  to 
Jjav«  been  fully  fcnfible  on  many  occa- 
0onrS^  when,  inftcad  of  lads  he  fent  out  of 
ti^at  kingdom  crjarss^  ^xupees.  But  the 
truth  is,  the  mpn^y  wauld  jxot  haye  hqe^ 
c^xicd  to  Deliljii :  it  yKould  have  been  ey-. 
|)cnded  in  Bengal  on  arms,  cloathipg,  pro- 
yifions,  and  cqarfe  nie;tals.  Befides,  in  the 
4late  of  aflTairs  at  th^t  time,  the  intercourfes 
4]f  t(^e  would  i^ave  brought  natxmly  that 
fiiflEii  but  ^s  much  ^xpre,  jdown  firom  the 

•  A  lad  of  rupees  is  ioo,ocx)  rupees,  or  i;!,5ooL  and 
a  GTWi  is  100  lacks^  or  ]»250jOooI. 

5  extremity 
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'cxtremit5^  olf  the  empire,  }h  extharige  fdi: 
the  nierchandife  oif  the  Company's  p^ci- 
vinces.     General  Sir  Robert  JBarker,  whd 
Teeiiis  to  have  underftbod  the  wholfe  aiffair 
is  cMrly  as  he  jfeems  aifo  to  h^ve  under- 
wood the  true  Iprihcipl'es  of  juftic6  add 
"found  policy,  opposed   Mr.   tiaflihgs  ifi 
council  with  ah  honourable  firmneis,  ah4 
l3y  folid  reafonihg.     Time  will  prove,  to 
the  utter  confufion  of  the  defpoilers  olF 
treafures,  and  betrayers  of  triift,  that  theit 
cobweb  pretences  will  vanifh  like  fmoke 
before  the  funfliine  of  right  and  reafon, 

But  what  dan  be  faidagainft'the  language 
of  the  tinfoi*ttinate  king  'himfelf,  fo  fat 
^back  is  "November  "1764,  aftfer  the  battle 
of  Buxar? — Inftuenced  by  a  dfead  <5f  the 
perfidy  and  artibition  df  Sujah-til-t)oWla, 
of  which  he  had  hkd  painful  e^p;efl6riCe, 
he  fays,  ^'  If  the  Englifh  will,  Cdmrarily 
to  their  intefefts,  niake  peade  with  fh"e  Vi- 
zier-f*,  I  will  go/to  Ddlhi;  fdr  I  Cititidz 
'think  of  returning  again  into  the^hands  of  a 


f  Sujah-ul-Dowla. 
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man  who  has  ufed  mc  fo  ilL  The  RohillaS 
arc  dways  enemies  to  the  imperious  vizier # 
ti^  are  fry  friends. ''^^Mr.  Haftipgs  being 
then  employed  in  a  high  ftation  in  Ben-:^ 
gal,  could  not  be  ignorant. either  of  this 
remarkable  letter,  or  of  the  diiHnguiihed 
traits  of  Sujah-ul-DowIa's  charad:er ;  and> 
perhaps,  it  was  upon  that  knowledge  that 
he  trufted  to  make  his  own  fortune  by  the 
inoft  eafy  and  rapid  means.  He  laid  his 
plan  deep,  probed  before  the  lancet,  and 
lucceeded.     But  he  amputated! 

Ambitious  and  warHke  pnnces  always 
endeavour  to  conceal  their  ufurpations 
under  a  veil  of  apparent  juftice;  becaufe 
other  ftates,  akrmed  by  adts  of  flagrant 
injuftice,  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  die  injured 
party,  in  order  to  curb  the  dangerous  am- 
bition of  a  powerful  neighbour.  But.  this 
obvious  maxim  of  policy  was  overlooked 
by  thefe  clandeftine  contractors ;  while 
the  one  aimed  at  the  empire  of  Hindoftan> 
•ver  the  neck  of  his  maftcr  and  fovereign 

lord  I 
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lord;  and  the  other  openly  facrificed  thte 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  nation.  On  the 
whole,  it  is  evident,  that  unlefs  juftice  be 
done  to  the  king  of  Delhi,  and  honouif- 
able  reparation  made  for  all  his  wrongs, 
the  Company  have  forfeited  their  office  of 
Dewan ;  that  the  nabobs  of  Oude  and  of 
Bengal  have  forfeit^  their  nabobfhips, 
their  eftates,  aad  lives,  as  traitors  to  theii* 
Jawful  fovcreign  ;  and  that  the  king  of 
Delhi  has  a  fair,  legal,  inconteftible  right 
to  transfer  the  fovereignty  of  thefe  domi- 
niqns,  together  with  the  arrears  due  to 
him  from  the  English  'Company*,  to 
the   King  of  Great   Britain,  as  well   a$ 

•  The  Company's  arrears  of  tribute,  with  country 
in^erefl  accumulating  from  the  28th  of  February  1772 
to  28th  of  February  17S1,  by  annual  {tfbt  monthly) 
inftalmentSy  will  amount  to  6^850,000 1.  flerling :  a 
fum  which  will  greatly  exceed  the  value,  or  cofl;,  of 
all  their  fortifications,  cantonmehts,  barracks,  and  noft- 
litary  and  ordnance  (tores,  &c. 

The  arrears,  or  rather  the  claim  upon  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  would  be  about  double  the  above  amount, 
but  are  irrecov^able. 

the 
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the  revenues  of  IlUahabad  and  Corah, 
tifurpcd  and  coUefted  by  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  fince  the  date  of  the  infamous 
treaty  of  Benaras. 

I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER    XXXVIL 

To  J——  M -,  Efq.  London* 

Calcutta,  October  28,  iy'f9» 

A  PARTITION  of  the  fovereignty  of 
Hindoftan,  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Emperor,  and  a  firm  alliance  be- 
tween thefe  powers,  would  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  advantages  to  both,  and 
alfo  with  tranquillity  to  all  the  native 
princes  of  India,  That  the  eftablifliment 
of  fuch  a  compadl  and  alliance,  would  be 
produdlive  of  the  greateft  bleffings  to  all 
thefe  parties,  will  not,  1  imagine,  admit  of 
much  difpute :  but  fome  doubts  may  arife 
concerning  its  practicability.  Ifliall  therefore 
endeavour  to  fhew,  that  it  is  not  impracti- 
cable, and  alfo  how  it  may  be  effected.. 

Such  is  the  diftreffed  fituatiort  of  the 
unfortunate  monarch  of  Delhi,  that  any 
condition's   may  bq  obtained  from  him^ 

Vol,  I.  D  d  but. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


402  TRAVELS/;/ 

but,  that  a  compadl  between  two  fovereign 
powers  may  be  permanent,  it  is  neceffary 
that  it  be  juft.  Let  honour  and  generofity 
therefore  appear  in  the  formation  of  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor,  and  good  faith  in 
maintaining  it. 

Bv  a  captivating  difplay  of  all  the  vir- 
tues, acquire  the  confidence  of  the  native 
powers  of  India.  There  is  not  in  the 
world,  a  race  of  men  more  grateful  for 
favours  than  the  Hindoos,  or  who  have 
quicker  feelings  of  right  and  wrong/  Ope-r 
rate  on  the  generous  fenfibility  of  their 
nature^  It  will  not  be  difficult,  by  the 
exercife  of  humanity  and  juftice,  to  make 
them  more  ambitious  of  the  friendfliip  of 
Britain,  than  jealous  of  its  power. 

Towards  effeding  the  eftablifliment 
of  two  independent  fovereignties  in  Hin- 
doftan,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  fecure  the, 
concurrence  and  co-operation  of  the  Seih, 
Jaufs,  the  fcattered  Rohilla  tribes,  and 
probably  the  court  of  Poonah.  The  three 
3  nations 
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fiations  firft  mentioned,  will  clearly  pef-» 
ceive,  in  the  meafure  propofed,  their  owri 
intereft ;  and  the  Marattas  may  be  induced 
to  agi-6e  to  it,  by  rewarding  the  conceflions 
they  may  be  required  to  make,  by  fucH 
confiderations  as  may  appear  to  them  of 
the  greateft  importance.  It  may  be  ftipu-^ 
lated,  that  they  fhall  pay  no  tribute ;  that 
dl  Maratta  princes  who  hgve  of  late  beeii 
injurioufly  deprived  of  their  property, 
fliall  be  reftdred  to  their  hereditary  poiTef- 
fions ;  that  the  eistended  dominions  of 
their  inveterate  enemy ^  Hyder  Ally,  fhall 
be  retrenched,  and  his  power  limited 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation;  and 
that  the  prefent  eftabliihmient  of  their  own 
government,  (hall  be  folemnly  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

An  affociation  of  powfer  being  fecttred 
ifi  this  manner,  and  by  various  other  means^ 
fuperior  to  that  of  all  the  remaining  ftates 
of  India,  a  congrefs  or  diet  may  be  con- 
fidently aflfembled,  for  the  avowed  piirpofe 
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of  effefting  a  revolution  on  the  principles^ 
of  humanity  and  juftice. 

Having'  thus  endeavoured  to  render 
this  plan  of  peace  triumphant  over  all  op— 
pofition  in  India,  let  us  next  confider 
wrhether  it  might  not  be  fuccefsfully  oppofed 
by  the  jealoufy  and  envy  of  the  commercial 
nations  of  Europe. 

The  Dutch  are  not  in  a  condition  t^ 
thwart  the  meafures  of  Britain  in  India, 
by  any  pov^er  of  their  ov^n ;  but  they  can 
co-operate  vvrith  France  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  fo  long  as  that  ambitious  ftate  has 
fo  convenient  an  eftablifhment  in  the  In- 
dian feas,  for  carrying  on  deep  and  danger- 
ous intrigues,  and  fchemes  of  conqueft  and 
commerce.     It  will  therefore  be  neceflary 
to  remove  that  impending  danger,   by  the 
reduction  of  the  iflands  of  Mauritius  and 
Bourbon^  and  by  fimply  feizing  a  poffeffion 
of  right  in  Roderigue  and  the  Seychell ijlandr. 
The  poffeffion  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon;^ 

will 
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will  prove  an  acquifition  of  greater  utility 
than  can  yet  have  been  conceived  in  Bri- 
tain.   It   will   open  a  new  and  extenfive 
field  for  vending  the  commodities  of  India 
to  foreigners.     It  will  overthrow  all  other 
European  eftablifhments  in  India ;  and  thus 
fecure  that  country,  hitherto  fo  much  dif- 
trafted,  from  all  European  intrigues  and 
machinations  for  the  future.    It  will  main- 
tain,  without  national   expencc,  the  pof- 
fcjflion  of  iflands  capable  of  increafing  the 
national  wealth,  and  of  affording  more  fe- 
cure, more  feafonable,  and  more  plentiful 
refrefhment  to  the  Company's  navigation, 
than  St.  Helena,  Johanna,    the   Cape   of 
Good    Hope,    or   Madagafcar.     No   con- 
fideration    whatever   fhould    ever    induce 
Great  Britain    to   reftore    to  the  French 
Pondicherryy  Chandernagore^  Mahe^  or  C^r- 
ricciL 

The  Portuguefe,  although  th^f rji  Eu^ 

ropean  traders  and  fettlers  in  Afia,  and  that 

they  once  poffeiTed  a  moft  abfolute,  as  well 
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06  a  mofl:  extenfive  dominion  over  the  native 
ftates,   have  now  no  other  eftablifliment 
than  Goa  on  the  coafl:  of  Malabar ;   Da- 
main,  which  is  almoft  wholly  abandoned, 
in  Guzzarat ;  and  the  fmall  ifland  of  Ma^ 
eao,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Canton 
in  China.  Bandelle,  upon  the  river  Houghly, 
has  been  long  abandoned  i  and  the   Por- 
tuguefe,  having  loft  their  grant,  have  no- 
thing to  fliew  in  fupport  of  a  claim  to  it. 
Goa  has  long  been  a  pernicious  receptacle 
of  criminals,  idlers,  and  proftitutes ;  and 
ferves,  under  the  cloak  of  religion,    as  a 
faniftuary  to  murderers  and  aiTaffins ;  which 
encourages  the  commiflion  of  every  crime 
which  refentment,     revenge,    and    every 
outrageous    paflion    can    fuggeft,     to    the 
motley  offspring    of   original    Portuguefe 
and    Hallacbores*,    diyerfified    by    indifr 
criminate    intercourfe   with   all    the    nar 
tions    who,    fince   the    difcovery    of  the 
paflage  by  the  Cape,  have  vifited  the  cQafts 

f  Wretched  outca^s  from  cvicry  tribe  or  cafte  in  Indi?. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  and A^kic a.  407 

of  Hindoftan.  The  colour  of  that  gene- 
ration is  not  now  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
that  of  the  Parria  tribe  -f*;  but  petticpats, 
and  crofles  fufpended  from  the  necks  of 
the  females  as  iignals  of  familiar  accefs, 
guide  Europeans  to  their  embraces ; 
whence  fprings  a  fpecies  of  people  of 
a  fairer  outfide,  but  with  minds,  if  pof- 
lible,  ftill  more  diabolical. 

This  mixed  race,  from  the  caufes  I 
have  now  mentioned,  have  fpread  amaz- 
ingly over  all  the  European  eftablifhments, 
and  are  the  moil  treacherous,  dangerous, 
and  in  every  refped:,  the  worft  people  in 
India.  It  is  impoffible  to  reform  them  by 
education,  by  admonition,  or  by  example. 
They  fhould  therefore  receive  every  poffi- 
bje  political  difcountenaijce  J. 

f  The  fame  with  the  Hallachores. 

X  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  offspring  of  Europeans  by 
Moorifli  women,  differ  very  materially  from  the  deteltable 
race  I  have  now  defcribcd,  both  in  their  principles  and 
natural  difpofitions* 
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The  eftablifliment  of  Goa>   inftead    of 
yielding  either  public  or  private  revenues, 
is   a  dead  weight  upon  the  incumbered 
ilate  of  Portugal ;    and   if  the  court   of 
Lrifbon  were  not  reftrained  by  pride,  they 
would  furrender  it  with  pleafure  to  any 
other  power,  and  efteem  that  deprivation  no 
fmall  advantage.     As  to  Macao y  it  is  in 
reality  under  Chinefe  government,  though 
nominally  Portuguefe.     It  exifts  by   the 
occafional  ufe  which  is  made  of  its  ports, 
{ind  warchoufes   by  Qther   European   na- 
tions :  and  this  is  owipg  to  the  diffidence 
of  the  Chinefe   in    European  principles, 
and  the  reftraint  which  they  confequently 
impofe  on  all  European  commerce*. 

The  Danifti  Eaft  India  Company  havingf 
fold  their  pofleffions  to  the  king  of  Den- 
mark, the  trade  to  India  is  laid  open  to 
individuals^]   The  fettlcments  of  Tran^ue^ 

•  It  is  remarkable,  that  Europeans  confidcr  the  Chi- 
nefe, as  the  lyioft  diiingcnaous  and  perfidious  people  in  the 
world ;  and  that  the  Chinefe,  in  their  turn,  declare  they 
pan  place  no  trufl  in  an  European 
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iar  on  the  Coromandel  coaft,  and  oiSeram^ 
pore  on  the  river  Houghfyy  are  too  incon- 
fiderable  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of 
rivals  to  thofe  pf  England.  They  would 
infenfibly  diflblve  and  die  away,  if  their 
trade  were  not  carried  on  as  remittances 
of  Britifh  fortunes  to  Europe.  Let  but 
the  two  independent  fovcreignties  here 
recommended,  be  eftabliflbed,  and  the  half- 
mouldered  walls  of  Tranquebar  and  Seram^ 
pore  will,  within  a  few  years,  fink  down 
into  rubbi(h,  or  become  an  eafy  purchafe 
for  the  fake  of  above  30,000  ufeful  manu- 
fadurers*. 

The     Englifli    Eaft   India    Company 

(hould,  for  many  and  obvious  reafons,  ob- 

•tain,   by   all   amicable  means,    from  the 

Portugefe,  their  pretenfions  to  the  Niccabar 

Jflands, 

The  injuftice  done  to  Mr.  William 
polts,  in  refufing  to  his  Britifh  creditors, 
iifter  he  was  declared  a  bankrupt  in  Eng- 

^  Who  lived  in  Tranquebai;,  or  in  adjacent  villagei. 

land. 
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land,  the  benefit  and  indulgence  of  the 
Company's  conftitution,  that  they  might 
recover  to  their  own  ufes,  the  debts  owing 
to  him  by  natives,  under  pretence  that 
the  trade  whereby  the  debts  were  con-? 
trafted,  was  contrary  to  the.  Company's 
bye-laws  *,  will  vindicate,  on  his  part,  the 
indulgence  of  a  difpofition  naturally  vin-f 
diftive,  while  he  wreaks  his  vengeance  at 
the  only  period,  and  in  the  only  place 
where  his  knov^ledge  and  genius  were 
able  to  gain  credit  and  confidence.  Driven 
to  the  laft  extremity  of  diftrefs,  he  was 
fupported  by  Britifli  fubjedls  in  London  : 
patronifed  by  them,  he  offered  his  fervices 
to  the  court  of  Lifbon ;  but  they  were  not 
accepted,  Difappointed  in  his  views  in 
Portugal,  he  accidentally  procured  acpm- 
miffion  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  form 
commercial  eftablifhments  in  Afia.  A 
fpeculative,  inventive,  and  perfevering  ge- 

•  There  wa«  a  palpable  impropriety  in  a  high  an4 
refpedlable  corporation's  defcending  to  fhew  perfonal  re- 
fentment  againft  an  alien,  who  had  been  forced  to  difmifs 
himfelf  from  their  fervice,  and  had  been  difgracefully  re-, 
xnpved  from  their  fettlements  for  notorious  olTiences* 
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laiusi  like  Mr.  Bolts,  might  have  fucceeded 
in  the  charadler  of  coadjutor  to  M.  St. 
Lubin,  in  his  negociations  for  France  with 
the  Marrattas  and  Hyder  Ally,  and  hava 
fornied  a  coalition  between  the  German 
Emperor  and  the  king  of  France,  danger- 
ous, in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the  Britifh 
intercft  in  Hindoftan.  But,  as  a  fpecula- 
tive  merchant,  he  muft  have  funk  under 
accumulated  lofTes  and  charges,  and  could 
never  have  returned  to  Leghorn,  Trieft,  or 
Vienna,  had  not  fome  of  the  principal 
members  of  the  Company's  o^yn  govern7 
ment  in  Bombay  and  Madras,  furniflied 
him  with  the  means  of  fending  proofs  of 
his  aoilities,  and  of  the  performance  of  his 
promifes,  in  three  large  ihips  completely 
laden,  under  imperial  colours,  into  the 
Mediterranean.  With  this  countenance 
and  afliftance,  he  has  eredted  about  fix  flag 
ftafFs,  on  which  imperial  colours  are  occa- 
iionally  difplayed  on  the  coafts  of  Mala- 
bar and  Cofomandel ;  the  Car-Niccabars 
claimed  by  Denmark,  and  Rio-de-la  Goa, 
on  the  fouth-eaft  coafl  of  Africa.  The 
D  d  6  aHiilance 


Digitized  by 


Google 


412  T  R  A  V  E  L  S    « 

affiftance  afforded  to  Mr,  Bolts,  by  the 
Company's  fervants,  and  creditable  houfcs 
in  trade  under  the  Company's  protedlion, 
was  a  diredt  violation  of  pofitive  orders 
from  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  which 
were  publiflied  in  the  feveral  prefidencies. 
A  conduift  fo  injurious,  and  even  fo  info-; 
lent,  calls  aloud  fpr  cenfure.  To  deprive 
the  delinquents  of  their  offices,  would  be 
the  moft  mild,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
moft  eiFedlual  method  of  defeating  the  fuc* 
ccfs  of  Mr.  Bohs's  fcheraes  and  operations 
in  Hindoftan  hereafter  j  and  at  the  fiimc 
time,  of  rendering  perfons  in  the  fervicc^^ 
or  under  the  protection  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  more  tender  of  breaking  through 
their  orders,  and  facr^ficing  their  political 
fight?  in  future, 

J  am,  &Q* 
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LETTER     XXXVIIL 

To  J  M- ,  Efq;  London., 

Calcutta,  OR,  23,  ^779-, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THE  great  number  of  thefe  letters 
Xvhich  you  will  receive  at  the  fame 
time,  will  give  you  fome  idea  of  my  pre- 
fent  manner  of  life,  which  is  fedentaryj 
and,  from  difappointments  in  my  original 
objedts  in  coming  hither,  principally  de- 
dicated to  enquiries  concerning  this  coun- 
try, and  the  fpeculatione  which  I  tranfmit 
in  fuch  abundance  to  you.  Sir,  and  through 
your  hands  to  Mr-  R^  W.  and  others  of 
our  friends,  who  are  much  interefled  in 
the  aflfairs  of  India. — Probably,  fome  of 
my  ideas  may  appear  to  my  friends  chi- 
merical.    I  am  not  infenfible  that  I  am 

animated 


Digitized  by 


Google 


414  TRAVELS    in 

animated  by  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  on  thd 
fubjedt  of  thefe  letters.  .  To  be  in  any  de- 
gree inftrumentar  in  the  eftablifhment  of 
juftice,  and  all  the  concomitant  arts  and 
bleflings  of  peace,  in  this  populous  and 
much-injufed  country  j  to  open  a  few  hints^ 
which,  duly  improved,  might  lead  Great 
Britain  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  profperity 
and  glory,  is  a  tranfporting  purfuit,  which 
naturally  roufes  and  warms  the  mind. 
Many  things  are  to  be  changed,  I  acknow- 
ledge, before  the  objedt  of  that  purfuit 
can  be  attained:  and  projeded  political 
changes  are  generally  ftigmatized  with  the 
epithet  romantic.  JBut  though  fome  poJi- 
tical  projects  may  be  romantic,  all  are  not 
fuch.  To  rejedt  any  fcheme,  on  pretence 
that  it.  is  wholly  vifionary,  is  the  ordinary- 
refuge  of  indolent  minds,  unwilling  to 
take  the  trouble  of  examining  it  clofely^ 
and  in  all  its  parts. 

Political  have  often  becti  compared 
to  patural  bodies ;  and  the  analogy  between 

them 
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them  is  very  ftriking  in  many  refpe<3:s. 
But  there  is  this  remarkable  difference,  that 
a  decay  in  the  political  is  more  eafily  cured 
than  a  confumption  in  the  natural  body. 
If  we  examine  modern  as  well  as  anti^nt 
hiftory,  we  (hall  find,  that  wifdom  and 
found  policy  have  in  fadl  effe6led  more 
difficult,  but  never  more  glorious  revolu- 
tions, than  it  is  in  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  to  bring  about  in  the  great  pen  in-, 
fula  of  Hindoftan.  Have  patience  with 
me,  my  good  friend,  while  I  go  on  a  lit- 
tle farther,  with  a  plan  for  fettling  the 
affairs  of  India;  and  in  return  for  this  in- 
dulgence, I  promife  you  by  and  by,  a  feries 
of  more  entertaining  letters. 

Having  already  given  a  Iketch  of  the 
plan  I  propofe,  I  come  now  to  fill  it  up, 
by  drawing  various  lines,  which  may  ferve 
to  defcribe  and  limit  the  different  rights 
and  pretenfions  of  all  the  powers  of  Hin- 
doftan, whether  fupreme  pr  fubordinate* 
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It  is  propofed  then,  that  the  revenues 
of  the  Hindoftan  empire  (hall  be  raifed 
from  the  provinces  of  Delhif  Agra^  Aji- 
mere^   &c.   &c.    which  may  be  called   a 
part   of    the    proper    imperial    demefne  ^ 
from  a  renewed  cefGon  of  the  province  of 
Corab,  and  fuch   parts   of  the  Illiahabad 
province  as  lie  weft  of  the  river  Tonfe,  or 
Serong ;  and  from  a  ceflion,  on  favourable 
and  honourable  conditions  to  the  original 
chiefs  and  their  defcend^nts  of  fuch  parts 
of  the  Rohiilcund  territories  as  are  fituatcd 
between  the  Ganges  and  x\\t  Jumna  i  to- 
gether with  fuch  tributes  from  the  other 
tributary  ftates  as  fhall  fupport  and  main- 
tain on  a  liberal  fcale  the  government  and 
dignity  of  the  empire,  as  well  by  means 
of  that  influence  which  naturally  attends 
fovcreignty  and  wealth,  as  by  the  terror  of 
its  arms,  in  cafes  of  rebellion,  or  of  de- 
predation by  fubordinate  princes,  on  each 
other. 

That 
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That  the  crowp  of  Great  Britain  (hall 
Ibe  invcfted  with  ao  independent  fove- 
reignty  over  the  provinces  of  Bengal, 
Ba&ar,  and  Oriffa,  and  the  zemindary  oc- 
cupied by  the  Rajah  C;&^^;?^  of  GauzU 
pore ;  Caunporey  Benaras^  &c*  with  all  their 
rights,  properties,  prerogatives,  -privileges, 
emoluments,  immunities,  and  dependen- 
cies, with  the  fovereignty  of  the  hilly  pro- 
vince of  Catacy  and  of  all  the  eaft  coaft  of 
the  peninfula,  fronpi  the  province  of  Af/V- 
napore  in  Bengal,  to  Cape  Comorin^  com^ 
prehgp^ing  the  northern  Circars^  th?  G^r- 
naticy  ^anjore,  a\id  Madura;  without  in- 
vading; the  rights  , of  nabobs,  rajahs,  and 
other  legal  ppflefforSit  according  ^q  their 
original  tenures,  as  feudatories;  tributaries, 
or  depeojients,  0(^  t|ie  empire;  and  with- 
out violating  religious  tenets,  cqftoms,  or 
caftes,  which  are  not  derogatory  to  the 
principles  of  humanity  and  the  laws  of 
nature;  That  the  crown  of  Greait  Britain 
fhail  alfo  iredeive  quiet  and  lindifturbed  pof- 
fcffion  of  all  fcas,vaaid  pradic^ble  bays  and 
.    Vol.  h  E  e  inlets. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4i8        T  R  A  V  E  L  S    /;7 

inlets,  from  Ajengo  to  the  river  Indus^  ex- 
cept thofe  already  actually  occupied  by  the 
Dutch  and  Portuguefe,  together  with  the 
foveregnty  of  the  iflands  oi  Bombay,  Salfette, 
and  Caranjar,  the  promontory  of  5^^;? and 
Surat  with  all  its  original  appendages.—^ 
That  the  Maratta  ftates  and  Hyder  Ally^ 
as  well  as  the  feveral  other  princes  who 
poflcfs  the  Malabar  and  Guzzarat  coafts, 
(hall  yield  up  to  Britain  all  their  fea-portr 
and  naval  armaments,  never  to  be  re-efta^ 
blifhed  I  \>nt  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  fo  em- 
ploy unarmed  veflels  for  the  benefit  and 
cafe  of  trade.     That  the  Britifh  Sovereign 
fhall  folemtily  engage  to  keep>  at  all  times> 
a  naval  eftablifhment  on  th^  coa(l,  fufficient 
to  proted:  the  navigation,  trade,  and  coajfts 
of  Hindoftan.     And  that  the  (latest  fiit- 
rendering  Bajften  and  Caranjatf  the  fea- 
ports,- towns,  and  all  the  dependencies  of 
Surat y  (hall  receive  fuch  an  annual  fubfidy, 
as  (hall  be  deemed  reafonable,  after  making 
an  adequate  allowance  for  their  proporr- 
tions  of  the  benefits  to  accrue  from  the 

naval 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  AiiA,  an^ AtHjcaI  41^ 

haval  eftatlifhmeiif  *  to  be  fuppbrted  fyy 
Britain*  That  for  the  iriore  effeftual  and 
permanent  mainldiilanee  of  the  navy,  th6 
native  princes  fhall  engage  to  fupply  the 
BritiKh  Grovernment,  for  ever,  with  all  the 
teak- virodd  which  their  countries  produce 
tnore  than  is  neceffarjr  for  their  own  pri- 
vate occafiohsi  upon  paying  a  certain  fti- 
jiulatcd  price  for  the  fatne  oil  delivery 
thereof/  upon  fuch  parts  of  the  iei-Keach: 
a^  are  acceffible  to  Vcffels  proper  for'  car- 
rying it  off".— That  ih  confideratioh  of  thtf 
ceffion  df  Cataci  arid  as  an  equivalent  tor- 
tile Niisdm  or  SeuBab  of  tieccarii  for  re- 
lintjui^ing  the  claim  to  quit-rent  froni 
the  five  northern  Circirs,  and  for  t|ie  fove* 
rfergnty  of  thern  thus  conveyed  to  the 
crown  of  Britain^  that  cfovirn  fhall  engage 
to  pay  the  cnipcror  an  annual  fubfidyx)! 

^  The  niitaral  revcnaes  belonging  to  the  eftabliflifflent 
6f  Surat^  when  originally  st^^^  in  the  Company ;  thofe 
of  Salfette,  Bafleexi,  Carajan,  Choal,  Carawar,  'Geriah^ 
Mangaloor^  &c.  would  greatly  exceed  tv^x^  probable  eKa^ 
klilhment  of  a  very  refpedtable  ftiarine* 


E  c  ^  thirty 
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thirty  lacks  of  Sicca  rupees :  which  fub- 
fidy  ](hall  be  paid  in  Britifh  and  India 
merchandize  to  the  value  of  20  lacks,  and 
the  remaining  10  lacks  in  the  current 
moniy  of  Bengal.  That  the  emperor  fliall 
conAitute  a  [complete  milifafy  brigade  un- 
der a  Britifh  commandant,  ftafFand  officers, 
to  be  continually  ftation^  in  the  Duab 
and  Rohilcund :  the  eftabli/hment  of  Tv^hich 
Ihall  not  be  lefs  than  30  lacks  a  year,  to  be 
paid  by  the  emperor. in  the  current. coins, 
with  proper  allawances  for  dijfferences 
in  the  exchange,  hj,  pTuncaws  qr  aflign- 
rnent^  on  certain  parcels  of  the,  re^tei^ijies  of 
tliofe  provinces  *.— -Thgt  the  King-  of  Bri-' 
taia.1fliall  ftation  a  brigjade  of  at  lead 
equal  .force  in  the>p?ovince  of  BaJbar,  and 
the  -zemindary -of  C6^/^|- 5  another  in 
Bengali  two  undg r  the  prefidency  of  ife/o- 


•  It  IS  underllood  that  the  emperor  Ihall  have  Other 
military  eftablifhments  prpportipnTed  to  his  revenues;  and' 
th^t  the. military  eflablifhments  of  the  other  Hates  flialJ'bc 
regulated  by  the  general  fyflem. 
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dras,  and  one  under  that  of  Bombay:  the 
whole  to  ad:  at  all  titnes  in  concert  with 
thofc  of  the  emperor,  and  as  allies  offen- 
five  and  defenfive,  as  well  to  repel  inva- 
fions,  as  to  preferve  the  peace  of  all  Hin- 
doftan,  and  to  fecure.to  each  feparate  ftate, 
the  quiet  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
fuch  territories  and  rights  as  fhall  be  afcer- 
tained  by  the  general  eftablifhment.     . 

That  the  nabob  oi  Oude  fhall  be  re- 
ftrivSed  to  his  paternal  inheritance;  be  ex- 
<:ludcd  for  ever  from  Cheytfings  country^ 
and  that  he  fhall  pay  a  fixed  annual  tribute 
to  the  en^peror, — That  the  original  Rohilla 
chiefs  be  reflored  to  the  pofTefHiin  of  all 
Rohilcund,  as  tributaries  of  the  empire ; 
but  that  they  fliall  pay  quit-rents  as  ze- 
mindars, for  lands  lying  inthtDuab,  while 
in  every  other  refpedt  they  fhall  enjoy  the 
privileges  and  dignities  of  mcfne  lords ; 
and  as  to  the  provinces  lying  north-eaft 
of  the  Ganges,  and  fouth-wefl  of  the  Jum^ 
na\  that  they  fhall  enjoy  them,  on  paying 

E  e  3  tribute. 
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tribute^  a$  feudajtoric?  of  the  etppire. 
That  the  Jauts  fhall  acknowledge  them? 
felves  feudatories^  and  pay  a  fmall  annual 
tribute  towards  the  general  proteftion.-— 
That  the  Seiks  fhall  enter  into  the  general 
alliance^  pfienfive  and  defenfiye^  as  ao  in* 
dependent  ftate.— That  the  provinces  of 
Bundlecund^  thofe  of  Gohudy  thofe  ofBerar^ 
the  foubah  of  the  D^ecan^  the  kingdom  pf 
Jk^r^and  it$  dependencies^  the  rajahfhips 
pi  Samorine,  Colq/iriap  Bednure^  Sounda^ 
l^alopjoar  *i  &c.  ihall  be  declared  fubje<5]t 
jto  the  cmpitc,  and  fhall  pay  tribute.—^ 
That  the  Maratta  flate,  with  all  its  de* 
pendencies^  fhall  hold  of  the  enipire,  and 
jentcr  into  the  general  alliance^  offcnfive 
Sfid  d^fenfive^  with  feparate  flipulations  *jr. 
—That  the  kingdoni  of  ^ravancore^  and 
ihe  fever^l  petty  flates  on  the  peninfula, 

'  f  Thf  fe  ^d  all  other  rajal^fhips  tp  be  reftore4  to  th^pir 
^pedive  lawful  princes.    . 

t  They  0iall  pay  no  tribine ;  bqt  they  ihall  qolt  daiifi 
1^  choot^  beyond  their  own  and  fubordinate  territories. 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  ^;»^  Africa.  423 

wrhlch  are  at  prefent  free  from  all  fupcri- 
ority,  fhall  be  declared  feudatories  of  the 
empire.— And  that  every  endeavour  beufed, 
to  unite  iq,  the  grand  alliance  propofed^ 
the  king  of  Candy ^  and  the  northern  tribe 
of  the  people  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon^  but 
without  fubmitting  thqn  to  any  charge  or 
tribute :  an  objed  probably  of  great  future 
utility,  and  which,  by  operating  dn  their 
dedres  of  emancipation  from  the  Dutch 
government,  might  eafily  be  ei}e(5ted. 

It  is  farther  propofed.  That  all  the  ar- 
ticles which  rekte  to  commerce,  fhall  be 
digefted  with  peculiar  attention  and  deli- 
beration.— That  the  inland  trade  fhall  be 
as  free  as  circumfl^nces  will  permit ;  that 
the  coafting  trade  be  laid  under  certain  poli- 
tical reftri&ions;  that  the  export  trade, 
not  coafl^wife,  be  carried  on  with  fpecial 
clearances  and  paflports  from  the  EngUfh 
Company  on  the  Britifh  government.— » 
That  the  king  of  T?erfia  and  the  Lama  of 
Thibet ^  be  invited  to  accede  to  a  general 
S  e  4  alliancQ 
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alliance  of  mutual  fricndfliip,  and  irt^  \n^ 
tercourfe  of  trade,  with  the  emperor    oF 
Hindoftan  and  the  kitig  of  Britain.— That 
cvety  pbflible  encouragement  be  given  to 
comniercial  intercourfe  by  the  Indus^  the 
Jumna,  the  G^j;^^^^  ; .  and  over  land  with 
Candahar,   Cajftmerey   and   other   parts    of 
Perfia,  with  the  Seiks^  Affghans,  and  other 
natives  inhabiting  the  countries  lying  be- 
tween Perfia  and  Tibet. — Thata  communi- 
cation be  opened  between  the  into-ior  pro-^ 
vinces,  particularly  Rungpore,  through  Na- 
fal,  with  Tibet,  for  fine  wool,  gold,  and 
horfes,  in  exchange  for  Britilh  woollens 
and  the  nianufad:ures  of  India.-^To  efta- 
blifh  a  port  and  dock  at  Cbattigong,  or  to 
obtain,  by  a  fair  treaty,  fome  fecure  port, 
and  alfo  teak-wood,  from  the  king  of  Per- 
gu^.—To  obtain  a  right,  by  affignment 
fpom  the  crown  of  Denmark,  in  the  Nic^ 


•  Teak-wood  may  be  got  in  abundance,  and  cheap, 
from  cither  coaft  of  Sumatra ;  jnoft  probably  from  the  An- 
daman, and  certainly  from  th  e  Niccabiir  ifl^nds, 

cabar 
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caiar  iflands,  which  will  ferve  as  places 
for  the  accommodation  of  veffels,  for  mak- 
ing fhell-lime,  for  furnifliing  building 
timber,  and  for  eftablifhing  an  ufeful 
branch  of  commerce  in  beetle-nuts,  cocoa- 
nuts,  ambergris,  and  probably  fome  other 
profitable  comniodities. 

And  laftly,  it  is  propofed.  That  all  con- 
troverfies  between  the  fubordinate  princes 
of  India,  be  referred  for  ultimate  decifion, 
to  the  emperor  of  Hindoftan  and  the  Bri- 
ti(h  viceroy  reprefenting  the  majefty  of 
Great  Britain ;  or  by  a  general  diet  to  be 
held  triennially,  alternately  at  De/6i  and 
Calcutta  i  and  that  all  the  contrafting 
powers  of  Hindoftan  fhall  conjundily  and 
feverally  guarantee  to  each  other,  and  en- 
force the  ftrid:  and  faithful obfervance  apd 
performance  of  all  the  articles,  conditions, 
and  ftipulations  literally  expreffed,  or 
plainly  implied  in  the  words  of  the  grand 
treaty  :  fo  that  the  meaning  of  what  may 
appear  doubtful,  may  be  conftrued  agree- 
;  T  ably 
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ably  to  the  fair  and  unconftrained  princi- 
ples of  equity,  juftice^  and  the  prcfervation 
of  peace. 

I  am,  &9. 
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JL  e  T  T  E  R    XXXIX. 

Tp  J M-^^9  Efqj  London. 

Calcutta,  Oft.  25,  1779, 

IT  is  a  fad  of  notoriety,  that  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  navigation  is  con- 
du£fced  upon  principles  detrimental  to 
themfelves,  and  unferviceable  to  the  na- 
tion; and  under  fo  little  authority  or  fub-^ 
prdinatpn,  that  the  command  of  a  fhip  is 
confidered  merely  as  a  job  to  accommodate 
the  man  who  purchafes  the  command  of 
|ier  *.     The  covenants  of  a  charter-party, 

•  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  I773>  founded  upon  the  clear  evidence  and  ac« 
curate  computations  of  Mr.  Snodgrafs,  the  Company's 
furveyor  of  ihipping,  Mr.  Cole,  their  freight  accomptant^ 
Sir  Richard  Hotham,  John  Dnrand,  Efq*  and  Sir  Charles 
Raymond,  ihew  the  abufes  and  lofTes,  and  demonftrate 
the  propriety  of  new*  modelling  the  Company's  navigation 
qh  a  fyftem  entirely  new*  Government  having  the  meant 
)0f  information  on  its  higheft  record,  the  reform  is  withii| 
their  knowledgCf  nor  «an  it  be  ciFe^ual  but  by  that  fu* 
perior  power. 

^  the 
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the  orders  af  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  and 
the  controlling  authority  vefted  in  the  pre- 
fidencieS  abroad,  have  fo  little  authority  or 
influence  over  mafters  of  (hips  (where  the 
.  fervice  or  intereft  of  their  employers  in- 
terfere with  their  private  emoluments)  that 
they^carcely  become  art  objedt  of  momen- 
tary attention.  The  death  of  fcS^men,  ^nd 
of  the  Company's  recruits;  delays  in 
bringing  cargoes  to  the  markets  of  Europe  j 
intire  lofles  of  valuable  cargoes;  a  total 
Bcgledt  of  each  other  in  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs';  an  improper  ftowage  of  the  Com- 
pany's goods,  ariling  from  linifter  views  of 
private  trade ;  all  thefe  evils  are  incurred 
by  the  Company's  fhip-mafters^  for  the 
fake  of  proCuripg  a  market  for  a  few  groce^ 
pf  wine  and  porter,  or  for  the  conveniency 
of  a  paflenger  who  pays  handfomely  for 
an  apartment,  and  the  ftowage  of  a  lorig 
lift  of  packages. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Company,  in- 

ftead  of  chartering  ftiips,  intend  to  enter- 

10  taia 
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tain  a  navy,  I  am  fully  perfuaded^  that 
fuch  a  meafure  might  be  fo.  cpnduftecj,  as 
to  be  ufeful,  in  a  high  degree,  to  theni- 
felves,  ^nd  ftill  more  fo  to  the  nation. 
The  enornipus  magnitude  of  wealth  and 
commerce,  wjhich  the  Eaft-India  poffef- 
iions, ,  trade^  and  navigationj^  promife  t(^ 
pour  into  Britain,  muft  intereft  the  Britifh 
legiflature  .fo  heartily  in  India  affairs,  a? 
to  make  them  a  primary  object  of  mini- 
ftefi^  jatpntlon.  It  will  of  courfe  become 
an  important  political  object,. to  eftablifh  a 
marine  for  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company ;  which  wijl  be  maintained,  at 
lefs  than  one  half  of  the  expqnce  incurred 
hy  the  crown^  with  not  inojre  than  a  tenth 
part  of  that  lofs  of  Brit^fli  fpamen,  which 
is  fuf^aiiicd  jt{j^  the-'grefei5t  fyftem;  and 
which;^  j^^the,  fame  time,  wiH  have  ^ 
greater  influfgnce  on  ilie  minds  of  the  native 
princes,  and  alfo  extend  greater  pro te(Stion 
and  fecurity  to  thofe  dominions  anjd-.that 
commierte,  ^hich  a  rb^al  navy  is  haw 
"deftiridd  t©  J^rptedt  and  fuccoun  '  Thus 

may 
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term  of  eight  years  %.  ^   This  period  would 
complete,  the  exifting  contrads : ,  aiid  thus^ 
before    ,the     temporary    fhips    built     or 
bought  for  the  Company  would  be  out 
of  their  fervice,  a  new  marine  would   be 
completed  of  the  hardy  incorruptible  wood, 
and   the  ftaunch   manUfadures   of  Hin- 
doftan^.    This  kind  pf  w,ood,   to   which 
J  1K)W  allude,  is  not  only  remarkable  for 
refifting  the  deftruftive  efFedts  of  fca  and 
land,  vermin,  but  it  is  even  proof'  againit 
canrion-.balls.     Such:  veflels,  therefore,  are 
not  only  more  fit  to  rua  from  ten  to  fifteen 
VDyages  to  land  from  Europe,  than  ifliips 
biiilt  in  that  ;qtiarter.  of.  th(j  world;  but 
thcyiialfo  yield. jaaoreccjnfidcnt  fecurity. 
a^ainft '  tkt  attacks  of  ^enemips* "    . . . . 

^1t  After  the  cpDaplction  of  tbe;iuittber,  it  may  be  prc- 
famed,  that  one,  or  at  moft  two  new  fhips  annually,  would 
ttphold^hc'eftabKfhment/^Mi  befides  cmpkiyityg  the  ar- 
tificers, ^nioperating  iis  f  ]beji$6iial  Veputtancii.it  u^opld 
teferving^e  nation  e/Tenti^ll^,  tlj^t  the  Company ihould 
build  two  line , of.  battle  fhips,  and  one  or  two  frigates 
annudly,  zi  sC  ftated  j^rice,  to  1)6  accounted  for  by  govern- 
rocnt  iir^  t^mto^al'cldin..  r     • 

■  These 
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These  fhips  fhould  be  fo  conftruded  ia 
form  aod  ftrength,  as  to  be  capable  of 
mounting,  on  any  emergency,  from  56  to 
64  guns,  of  twelve,  eighteen,  and  twenty- 
four  pounders  5  and  particular  attention 
fhould  be  paid  to  thofe  deftined  for  the 
Bengal  tradej^  whofe  draught  of  water  muft 
necefTarily  lefTen  their  bulk.  They  fhould 
alfo  be  conftrudied  for  the  purppfe  of  faft- 
failing.. 

As  improvements  of  all  kinds,  which 
are  not  eafily^  incorporated  with  old,  may, 
without  difficulty  or  danger,  be  adopted  ia 
the  formation  of  a  new  fyflem,  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  marine  might  be  con- 
flituted  on  a  plan  infinitely  more  perfect 
than  that  of  any  naval  ertablifhment  ex- 
ifting.  For  this  purpofe,  the  Company 
(hould  avail  themfelves  of  all  the  genius 
and  experience,  both  of  their  own  and 
other  countries^ 

Should  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Eaft- 

India    marine    ever     become    an    object 
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of  ferious  deliberation,  I  fhould  humbly 
fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Com- 
pany, the  obfervations  I  have  already 
made  in  this  letter,  and  alfo  the  following 
propofals. 

That  feamen  in  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany's fervice  fhall,  at  all  times,  be  ex- 
empted from  being  impreffed  into  the 
royal  navy ;— that  an  hofpital  (hall  be  efta- 
blifhed  in  Britain,  into  which  feamea 
maimed,  or  otherwjfe  difabled  in  the  fer- 
vice, fhall  find  an  afylum  for  life,  and  into 
which  the  Poplar  hofpital  fhall  be  incor- 
porated ; — tha(  feamen,  ferving  faithfully 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,  fhall, 
if  incapable  of  further  laborious  fervice, 
be  entitled  to  that  afylum; — that  one  or 
other  hofpital  for  difabled  Lafcars,  Portu- 
guefe,  and  marine  Sepoys,  be  conflituted 
on  the  ifland  of  Bombay  5 — that  to  the  end 
fuch  feamen  may  meet  with  due  encou- 
ragement on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Com- 
pany's fervice  be  regularly  and  efFedtually 
performed  at  a  reafonable  rate,  in  propor*- 
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tion  to  the  advantages  and  fecurity  which 
it  ofFers,  on  the  other;  parliament  fliall 
indulge  the  Company  with  an  exclufive 
exercife  of  fuch  marine  bye-laws  as  ihall 
not  violate  the  facred  principles  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  but  which  may  have 
the  happy  tendency  to  reduce  that  ufeful 
clafs  of  people  to  a  ftate  of  temperance, 
obedience,  and  duty; — that  one  third  part 
of  the  complement  of  every  fhip'^s  com* 
pany,  ftationed  in  India,  (hall  confift  of 
Lafcars  and  native  Portuguefe ;  and  that 
the  marines  ferving  on  board  fhall  be  com- 
pofed  of  fuch  fepoys  as  have  refolution  to 
overcome,  without  the  exercife  of  com- 
puifion,  their  native  fuperftitious  preju- 
dices ■*  :  a  meafure  not  only  falutary  to  the 
Europeans  ferving  in  thofe  warm  climates 
on  board  the  fame  (hips,  but  particularly 

•  An  cftablifliment  of  a  corps  of  fepoy  marines  may 
become  the  moft  ufeful  body  of  men  in  India,  as  they  will 
at  all  times  be  equally  capable  of  ferving  on  land,  and 
ready  to  go  by  fea  from  one  prefidency  to  another,  for  de^ 
fence,  or  to  go  npon  any  foreign  expedition  ;  which  tho 
generality  of  fepoy  corps  will  not  readily  do,  if  at  all. 
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faving  to  the  Company's  finances,  and  their 
provifions -f*. 

That  the  mafters  and  officers  fhall 
wear  an  uniform,  and  have  rank  in 
times  of  war,  or  on  military  fervice  in 
India ;  that  they  fhall  rife  by  gradations  to 
the  higheft  ftations  (except  that  of  an  ad- 
miral, who  ihall  always  be  an  officer  of 
that  rank  in  the  royal  navy,  and  be  vefted 
with  the  chief  command  of  the  ftationary 
naval  eftablifliment  for  three  years,  or  un- 
til relieved)  with  a  conflant  power  of 
refervation  in  favour  of  fuperior  merit,  and 
an  exception  to  perfons  declared  incom- 
petent. 

That,  as  the  fhip's  admeafurements  arc 
always  a  ftrong  prefumptive  proof  of  what 
their  holds,  &c.  ought  to  contain,  in  order 
to  prevent  abufes,  every  package  fhipped, 
either  in  Europe  or  Afia,  fhall  be  mea- 
fured  by  a  fworn  officer ;  or  that  packages 

f  The  monthly  expence  of  a  Laicar  failor  in  India,  in- 
cluding his  provifions^  will  not  exceed  20  fliillings. 
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fhall  be  made  of  certain  eftabliflied  dl- 
menfions,  that  when  the  lading  is  coni- 
pleted,  the  quantum  on  that  officer's 
book  fhall  {land  as  a  cheque  on  the 
fhip's  officers  in  flowing  the  cargo. 
Allowances  may  be  made  for  goods  that 
arc  not  meafurable  in  packages  by  flated 
rules*. — That  the  captain  and  each  of- 
ficer fhall  give  in  fair  and  correft  journals 
of  every  voyage,  defcribing  the  coujfes, 
currents,  variations  of  the  compafs,  bear- 
ings of  head-lands,  eminences,  points,  bays, 
&c.  foundings,  and  fuch  remarks  as  may 
tend     to     afford     additional     knowledge 

•  It  is  notorious,  that  ftiips  can  carry  a  larger  quantity 
Off  tons  in  merchandize  than  the  carpenter's  admeafure- 
ment,  and  that  this  proportion  increafes  more  in  large 
than  in  fmalLveflels.  Experience  will  prove  a  guide,  as 
well  as  a  cheque  on  the  ftowage.  On  this  principle,  and 
the  rule  of  pradice,  the  Company's  freight  may  be 
brought  home  confiderably  under  20 1.  per  ton  on  an 
average,  for  all  their^  inveftments,  which  generally  coft 
them,  with  demorrage,  &c.  above  38  1.  per  *ton.  Mr. 
Snodgrafs  eilimates  at  32I.  excluiive  of  demorrage,  and 
the  demorrage  may  be  computed  at  54,0001.  annually  on 
an  average,  equal  to  a  fifth  part  of  the  chartered  and  fur- 
plus  tonnage  freight,  which  on  an  average  of  20  years, 
frem  1753  ^^  ^77^9  amounted  to  291,48^2!.' 
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of  winds,  currents,  fhoals,  and  coaftsj  ' 
and  that  perfons,  properly  qualified,  ftiall 
be  appointed  to  revife  and  examine  thefe 
journals,  in  order  to  extraft  fuch  new  in- 
formation as  they  may  be  found  to  con- 
tain, of  public  utility. — That  the  Com- 
pany fhall  be  conftrained  to  bear  the 
charge  of  two  finall  veffels,  completely 
provided  with  navigators,  aftronomers'  in- 
ftrunients,  and  other  necefFaries,  for  furvey-f 
ing  with  precifion  and  accuracy,  the  coafts, 
and  examining  the  changes  and  courfes  of 
(Currents,  froni  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
China,  and  thence  by  the  ifland  of  Seram, 
^nd  the  Moluccas,  to  the  fouth-weft  ex- 
tremity of  Madagafcar;— and  that  fuch 
ufeful  improvements  as  the  Dutch  and 
French  have  eftablifhed  in  their  trading 
fhips,  for  the  more  perfedt  accommodation 
of  officers  and  feamen,  as  well  as  in  th^ 
art  of  navigation,  fhall  be  adopted. 

That  in  time  of  profound  peace  in 
Europe,  the  Company  fhall  maintain  a 
pavy,  to  confifl  of  four  ihips  of  the  line, 
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vas  many  ftout  frigates,  and  fix  fail-failing 
armed  packets,  befides  three  packets  con- 
ftantly  communicating  between  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  (as  the  refidence  of  an 
agent)  and  St.  Helena,  and  occafionally 
with  Britain  and  India. 

That  in  cafe  of  a  French,  Dutch,  or 
Spanifli  war,  or  open  hoftility,  the  Com- 
pany fhall  entertain  ten  fhips  of  the  line  *, 
and  as  many  capital  frigates,  befides  the 
ordinary  eftablifhment  of  country  and  St. 
Helena  packets,  with  their  proper  com-i 
piemen  t  of  feamen,  &c* 

In  further  confideration  wherecrf,  and  of 
the  management  and  ufeful  provifion  made 
for  feamen  in  the  Company *s  fervice,  that 
the  government  fhall  relinquifli  its  claim 
to  Greenwich  hofpital  money  from  all 
their  feamen;    and  fhall  furthermore,  by 

•  Thcfc  will  fervc  alfo  as  convoys  to  and  from  Europe, 
provided  that  fquadrons  of  the  royal  navy  cruize  for  them 
oiF  the  Azores,  and  accompany  them  out  ai  far  as  Ma* 
lleira,  pr  clear  of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
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Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


i^40  TRAVELS     in 

law,  enable  the  Company  to  retain  and 
deduft  after  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  on 
all  wages,  rating  all  degrees  of  perfons  ac- 
cording to  the  ftandard  wages  of  able 
feamen,  to  accumulate  as  a  fund,  and  to 
be  vefted  in  truftees,  with  the  powers  of 
a  body  corporate. 

That  every  mariner  maimed  in  ad:ion, 
or  by  accident,  in  the  execution  of  duty, 
or  who  fhall,  for  feven  years  fuccefEvely, 
ferve  in  the  Cornpany's  marine,  and  al- 
low the  five  per  cent,  rate;  or  who  in 
their  ferviee,  by  age  or  natural  infirmity, 
is  rendered  incapable  of  further  ferviee, 
fliall  be  entitled  to  the  afylum  of  the 
Company's  hofpital  for  the  remainder  of 
his  natural  life ;  and  that  the  widows  and 
children  of  feamcn,  in  thefe  circumftances, 
fhall  be  provided  for  J. 

t  Widows  may  be  ufefully  employed  as  nyrfes.  Sec,  in 
hofpitals;  children' (male)  put  to  common  fchools  within  the 
hofpital,  until  qualified  to  become  apprentices  to  the  fea« 
to  fail-makers,  caulkers,  block-makers,  rope-makers, 
blackfmiths.  Sec,  afterwards  they  may  ferve  the  Company. 
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That  feamen  thus  difabled  and  pen- 
fioncd,  having  wives  or  children,  may, 
at  their  option,  withdraw  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  in  lieu  of  penfion  in 
the  public  hofpital,  receive  forty  fhillings 
per  quarter,  fending  regular  certificates* 

That  the  wages  and  efFecSs  of  run 
feamen,  of  perfons  dying  without  known 
kindred,  and  generally,  all  marine  for- 
feitures in  the  fea  fervice,  fhall  be  ap- 
propriated to  this  fund,  with  reafonable 
refervations  to  favour  legal  claimants. 

That  the  furplus  or  unappropriated 
monies  which  have  arifen  from  the  in- 
tereft  of  Lord  Clive's  bounty,  fhall  be 
ceded  to  this  fund ;  the  concurrence  of 
the  prefent  Lord  Clive,  and  the  releafe  of 
his  reverfionary  claim,  being  obtained* 

That  a  benefadlion  of  500I.  to  this 
hofpital,   fhall   intitle  the  donor,  during 
life,    to  one   vote    in    all   queflions    and 
cle<Sions  in  the  India-Houfe,  as  a  proprie- 
tor 
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tor  of  (lock;  for  a  bcnefadlion  of  foooL 
two  votes,  together  with  an  exclu* 
five  privilege,  in  either  pafe,  to  vote  by 
proxy. 

That  governors, .  prefidents,  counfel- 
lors,  and  captains  of  capital  fhips,  fhall, 
on  their  appointments  to  thefe  ftations, 
engage  to  fink  certain  proportional  fums 
in  this  fund ;  and  that  agents  for  the  falc 
of  prizes  in  time  of  War,  (hall  account  to 
the  truftees  for  a  certain  proportion  of  their 
commi(fion,  to  be  funk  into  this  fund. 

That  as  reduced  feamen,  although 
unfit  for  heavy  labour  ©n  (hip- board,  may 
jieverthelefs  be  capable  of  ufeful  ferviccs 
and  labour  on  (hore ;  and  as  fuperannuated 
officers  may  find  eafy  retreats  in  fuperin- 
tending  different  departments  in  the  pub- 
lic hofpital,  there  (hall  be  eftablifhed, 
•yvithin  the  precinfts  thereof,  an  academy 
for  the  inftrudlion  of  children  of  invalids 
and  Company's  feamen,  and  orphans,  in 
the  theory  and  pradice  of  navigation,  &c 
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and  that  a  rope-work  and  fail-makers  loft 
(hall  be  conftrufted,  and  block-makers, 
oakham-piqkers,  &c.  be  appointed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Company's  marine ;  which 
would  confiderably  lighten  the  charges  of 
the  hofpital*, 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 


*  On  a  loofe  calculation  it  Has  been  computed,  that, 
after  a  certain  term,  this  public- fpiri ted  and  chari- 
table inftitution  would  give  comfortable  protedlion  to 
more  than  one  thoufand  penfioners  conftantly,  befidet 
that  it  would  be  a  nurfery  for  youths  for  the  fea,  and 
profeflipns  relating  tljiereto. 
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LETTER    XL. 


To  J >  M— .,  Efq;  London. 


T 


Calcutta,  Oft*  29,  1779. 

HE  ifland  of  Mauritius  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  20th  degree  of  fouth 
latitude,  and  56  eaft  longitude  from  Lon-^ 
don.  It  is  of  a  circular  figure,  mountainous 
in  the  centre,  and  flat  around  the  coaft,  con- 
taining about  100,000  Englifh  acres.  The 
foil  is  light  and  but  unkindly,  of  a  brick- 
colour,  and  in  fome  parts  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated with  iron  ore.  There  are  fome 
large  rivers,  which  rife  at  the  bottom  or 
in  the  fides  of  the  mountains.  There  i» 
not  above  one  fifth  part  of  the  country  un- 
der cultivation,  the  remaining  four  being 
mountainous  or  filled  with  woods.  There 
is  on  this  ifland  fome  good  building  tim- 
ber, and  a  great  deal  of  j^ellow,  black,  and 
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party-coloured  ebony.  This  laft  fpecies  of 
ebony  is  reckoned  to  be  of  value,  and  is 
never  burnt,  as  the  others  frequently  are* 
There  is  a  fmelting  manufaftory  for  the 
iron  ore,  and  fome  powder  mills.  There 
are  in  Mauritius  two  or  three  fugar-plan^ 
tations,  feveral  coiFee-plantations,  and  it 
has  produced  very  good  cotton  and  indigo: 
it  is  indeed  to  thefe  two  laft-mentioned 
commodities  that  the  foil  feems  beft  adapt- 
ed. All  the  tropical  fruits,  plants,  and 
roots,  are  raifed  here ;  but  they  are  neither 
fo  luxuriant  nor  fo  highly  flavoured  zi 
thofe  of  Bourbon,  nor  fo  abundant  as  to 
ferve  the  inhabitants  four  month?  in  the 
year :  their  fupplies  for  about  eight  months 
in  twelve  come  from  Bourbon,  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  Batavia,  and  Europe. 

The  fpiceries  of  Ceylon,  Amboyna,  and 
Banda,  promife  to  flourifli  in  this  ifland. 
In  the  parifh  of  Pamplemonfe,  the  king  of 
France  maintains,  at  a  confiderable  expence, 
and  in  good  condition,  a  fpacious  botan- 
ical garden,  divided  into  four  parts,  repre- 
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fenting  the  great  quarters  of  the  earthjaii 
which  the  trees,  fhrubs,  plants,  flowers, 
herbs,  roots,  &c.  of  each  are  refpedivcly 
planted ;  pieces  of  wood  being  fixed  in  the 
ground  by  each,  defcribing  its  name,  na- 
tive country,  and  qualities.  In  this  garden 
cinnamon  and  cloves  thrive  amazingly. 
All  around  the  ifland  (except  fmall  inlets 
oppofite  to  fome  bays)  at  a .  tolerable  dif- 
tance  from  the  fliore,  there  is  a  reef  of  coral 
rock,  which  (belters  the  intermediate  fpacc 
of  water,  makes  it  quite  fmooth  and  ferene, 
tnd  prevents  the  formation  of  fuch  heavy 
furges  as,  rolling  and  breaking  on  the  (horc, 
might  render  landing  difficult,  if  not  im- 
prafticable. 

The  fields  and  woods  abound  with  deier, 
hares,  rabbits,  and  flying  game.  The  inha- 
bitants are  remarkable  for  their  hofpitality, 
and  the  ladies  who  are  natives  of  this 
ifland,  for  their  beauty^ 

Mauritius  is  the  metropolis  of  the 
French  African  iflands,  the  chief  feat  of 
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government,  the  emporium  of  commerce, 
and  the  afylum  of  exiles  from  France.  The 
inhabitants  are  not  fo  independent  in  their 
circumftances,  nor  fo  eafy  in  their  minds  as 
thofe  of  Bourbon,  although  they  affedt 
more  drefs  and  gaiety,  and  have  better 
houfes  and  furniture.  Every  third  perfon 
you  meet  of  a  fair  complexion,  wears:  at 
his  button-hole  the  order  of  St.  Louis. 

As  the  pofifion  of  the  town  of  Port 
Louis,  and  the  fortifications  defending 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  arc  well 
known,  I  Ihall  not  give  any' particular  de- 
fcription  of  them.  I  cannot,  however, 
but  obferve,  that  the  pradice  of  warping 
fhips  into  that  port,  is  merely  a  political 
ftratagem,  intended  to  imprefs  the  worldl 
with  a  notion  that  it  is  of  the  moft  difficult 
accefs.  The  palTage  for  fhips  is  clear  and 
eafy,  and  every  afternoon  during  the  28 
days  I  was  there,  there  was  a  conftant 
fteady  and  brifk  gale  directly  iato  the 
harbour. 
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The  ifland  of  Bourbon  is  fituatcd  in  th« 
2ift  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  and  54th  eaft 
longitude  from   London.      Its   figure    is 
nearly  circular.     Perhaps  there  is   not  a 
fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  fo  wotthy  of 
the  attention  of  naturalifts  as  this  ifland^ 
It  contains  three  high  mountains,  which 
are     often    feen    at     the     diftance     of 
30  leagues :  and   are    the  higheft  land  I 
ever  faw,  except  the  Pike  of  Teneri£Fe* 
On  the  fummit  of  one  of  thefe  mountains^ 
which  is  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  of  the 
ifland,  there  is  a  volcano  which  frequently 
emits  fmoke,  flames,  and  afhes.    This  vol* 
cano  exhibits  an  awful  but  beautiful  prop- 
ped at  night,  when  it  vomits  flames,  and 
fills  the  furroupding  heavens  with  parti- 
cles of  fire.     Of  the  three  mountains   of 
Bourbon,  this  alone  is  barren  and  unin- 
habited.    The  mountain  which  is  reputed 
the  highefl,  rifes  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland, 
and  to  the  northward  of  it  appears  a  ridge 
of  hills,  called  the  Fulaifesy  one   fide  of 
which,  bold,  abrupt,  and  fublime,  forms 
n  flupendous  precipice,  in  perpendicular 
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lieighth  two  thoufand  French  fathoms^ 
overhanging  a  large  river,  v^hich  feme- 
times  glides  fmoothly  along,  and  at  others 
falls  in  rough  cafcades.  In  refpe6l  of  fize> 
Bourbon  is  nearly  equal  to  Mauritius. 
The  foil,  which  is  m  fome  parts  black, 
and  in  others  gray,  is  fuperlativcly  fruitful^ 
and  improves  in  quality  in  proportion  as 
it  approaches  even  to  the  tops  of  emi- 
nences and  mountains.  The  windward  fide^ 
and  the  quarter  of  St.  Lufan  on  the  eafl:  ^ 
fide,  are  level  lands  watered  by  very  fine 
rivers,  particularly  the  great  river  S^Abordf 
which  precipitates  itfelf  into  a  diftrid:  the 
moft  beautiful  of  the  whole  ifland,  but 
where  the  landing  from  the  fea  is  difficult 
and  full  of  danger* 

In  the  latitude  of  2 1  degrees  this  ifland 
produces  wheat,  cabbages,  tiif nips,  carrots^ 
artichokes,  peafe,  beans,  and  garden  fruits 
and  roots  equal  in  fize  and  flavour  to  any 
1  ever  faw  in  Europe.  It  produces  alf(f 
the  fugar-cafte,  coffee,  cotton,  indigo,  and 
^11  Wefl  India  fruits,  fuperior  to  any  I  ever 
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faw  in  ^ny  of  the  American  iflands.  tti 
rice  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  either  Caro- 
lina ',  and  its  mangoes  are  equal  to  any  in 
Hindoftan.  The  poultry  are  the  largeft  I 
ever  faw,  and  in  every  fefpedt  excetl  thofe 
of  all  other  countries. 

The  ladies  of  Bourbon  are  remarkably 
tall,  and  elegantly  formed ;  their  Com- 
plexions beautifully  red  ^nd  white,  and 
their  features  the  moft  delicate  and  hand- 
fome  that  can  be  imagined.  In  figure, 
complexion,  and  features,  the  meii  refeni- 
ble  the  women,  only  that  the  fortner  are 
more  mufcular.— I  dwell  a  little  on  the 
extraordinary  beauty  of  the  natives  of  the 
ifland  of  Bourbon,  becaufe  it  is  a  very 
lingular  circumftance,  to  find  elegance  of 
Ibapc,  delicacy  of  features,  and  bloom  of 
complexion,  in  the  torrid  2one. 

The  pafturage  of  this  iiland  is  not  well 
adapted  to  the  breed  of  flieep,  but  it  a- 
bounds  with  goats,  fmall  horned  cattle, 
ind  imall  hardy  horfes.    The  inhabitants 
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ti  Bourbon  are  ftiH  more  hofpitabk  thari 
thofe  of  Matrritius.  They  are  frank^ 
chearful,  and  polite  with  more  finccrity* 
Every  repaft  begins  with  a  glafs  of  brandy, 
and  the  tabks  afe  pkntifiil  aild  elegant^ 
being  furnifhed  with  butcher's  meat,  and 
a  great  variety  of  fowls,  fifl>i  and  Vege- 
taMes. 

But  the  Enjoyments  of  the  gay  arid  fo- 
cial  inhabitants  of  this  enchanting  iHc,  are 
mixed  with  fuiFerhigs  unknown  in  thei 
moft  barren  and  inhofpitable  countries* 
Contented  and  happy  in  the  company  of^ 
one  another,  they  might  well  defpife  that 
contempt  in  which  they  ate  held  by  the 
poor  noblejfe  of  Mauritius^  becaufe  for- 
footh  they  are  not,  in  general,  of  noble 
extraftion :  but  they  fuffef  feverer  misfor- 
tunes in  that  iron  government  under  which 
they  live  5  the  depredations  of  their  rebel- 
lious runaway  flaves,  who  occupy  fome  of 
the  inaccefTible  mountains ;  but  above  all^ 
Gg  2  in 
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in  thofe  frequent  hurricanes  which  ravage 
their  country  from  January  to  April  or 

May. 

The  diftance  from  Bourbon  to  Mauri- 
tius is  about  37  leagues,  which  is  run 
from  the  latter  to  the  former  in  the 
fpace  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
hours  :  but  to  return  to  Mauritius  froi» 
Bourbon  takes  up  a  month,  at  the  leaft 
fourteen  days,  unlefs.in  the  hurricane  fea- 
fon,  when  the  wind  is  more  variable. 

The  Seychell  or  Mahi  iflands  lie  a  few 
leagues  north -eaft  from  the  north  end 
of  Madagafcar.  The  French  took  pof- 
feflion  of  them  fince  the  laft  war,  and 
ftationed  in  them  a  party  of  foldiers. 
They  were  before  uninhabited.  They 
yield  fome  tropical  provifions,  and  a  great 
many  turtle,  with  other  fifh. 

In  the  ifland  of  Seychell  there  is  a  very 
fafe  and  commodious  deep  bay,  with  ex- 
cellent 
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cellenl  anchorage,  where  fhips  may  wood 
and  water  with  great  cafe  and  fafety. 

At  a  very  fhort  diftance,  I  believe  lefs 
than  a  league  from  the  ifland  of  Seychell,  lies 
that  of  Prajline.  The  foil  of  each  is  repre^ 
fented  as  excellent;  the  land  throughout  is 
flat,  and  is  faid  to  grow  fome  large  timber 
proper  for  building.  Thefe  iflands  are  re- 
markable for  producing  the  tree  which 
yields  a  kind  of  cocoa-nut,  reprefenting, 
in  the  moft  ftriking  manner,  the  figure  of 
a  human  breech,  thighs,  &c.  having  a 
foetid  fmell  from  an  aperture  of  the  fun- 
dament, like  that  of  human  excrement. 
The  Indians,  ftruck  with  this  refemblance, 
formerly  fet  an  enormous  value  upon  thefe 
nuts  I  but  fince  the  French  traders  fur- 
niflied  the  market  with  them  more  plen- 
tifully, they  have  loft  much  of  their  efti- 
jnation,  together  with  their  rarity. 

As    thefe  iflands  are  capable  of  raif- 

ing  abundance  of  provifions,  flieep,  goats, 

gnd  horned    cattle,    a  fettlement  might 

Gg  3  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454         T  R  A  V  E  I,  S    a^ 

be  made  on  tfaem,  wry  coaveiueBlt  for 
the  £og]iih  £aft  India  Company,  if  this 
paffage  fhould  be  adopted  by  their  navi-r 
gation  at  thofe  feafons  wh^  the  inner 
paflage  between  Madagaicar  and  die  con-f^ 
finent  is  impradicable. 

I  am,  £pc. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XLL 
Tp  J--*-^-^  M-' — ^f  E%  London* 

Calcutta,  Nov,  2,  1779. 

TIJ  E  French  African  iflands  may  be 
piade   ufeful  to    the   Englifh   Eaft 
India  Conipany,  and  the  Britiih  nation,  in 
various  relpefts,  and  the  inhabitants  at  the 
f^pje  tinae  rendered  more  happy  than  they 
ever  were,  or  can  be,  under  their  own  go- 
vernment.     Such  of  the  producftians  of 
thefe  iflands  as  are  proper  for  the  India 
market,  might  be  tranfported  thither  in 
return  for  rice,  cotton,  cloths  of  all  quali- 
ties, wrought  filks,  and  foxne  flaves.    The 
ebony  might  be  f?nt  to  the  China  mar- 
ket, India,  and  Europe.     The  other  arti- 
cles proper  for  exportation  might  be  fent 
to  the  Britifb  market,  under  the  ijime  re- 
ftri(ftions  and  impofts  that  are  laid  on  the 
G  g  4  produce 
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produce  of  the  Britifli  colonies  in  America, 
in  fhips  chartered  by  the  Eaft  India  Com-^ 
pany,  or  rcgi^lered  in  their  name.  Thefc 
jflands  would  ferve  as  places  of  refreftiment, 
out  and  home,  and  for  fupplying  fhips  with 
cattle,  hogs,  poultry,  vegetables,  roots, 
fruits,  flour,  and  bifcuit,  all  of  the  heft 
quality,  ai>d  excellent  water. 

The  ifland  of  Mauritius,  as  I  have 
hinted  in  a  former  letter,  may  be  made  a 
free  port,  for  the  fale  of  India  goods,  on 
fuch  conditions  ^s  to  fecure  a  conftant 
mart  for  India  manufaftures ;  to  fupply 
the  Company's  dominions  with  a  fujfficient 
quantity  of  bullion ;  to  raife  a  capital  re- 
venue, by  an  impoft  to  the  Company ;  to 
procure  eafy  and  fure  remittances  both  to 
the  Company  and  to  individuals;  to  fecure 
the  Englifh  dominions  in  India  againft 
French  intrigues  and  invafions ;  and  in 
general^  to  improve  the  wealth  which  Bri- 
tain has  a  right  to  claim  from  its  pofTcf-r 
fipns  in  the  caflern  hcmifphere. 
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But  you  will  doubtlefs  obferve,  that  it 
is  more  eafy  to  point  out  the  advantages 
Great  Britain  might  reap  from  the  pof- 
feflion  of  thefe  iflands,  than  to  point  out  a 
fliode  by  which  that  pofleffion  might  be 
acquired. — I  am  well  informed  that  fhc 
inhabitants  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon  arc 
by  no  means  well  afFedted  to  the  French 
government;  and  that  they  have  the  high^ 
eft  notions  of  that  liberty  and  happinefr 
which  is  enjoyied  under  that  of  Britain. — 
In  order  to  acquire  the  fovereignty  of  the 
French  African  iflands,  it  will  be  proper 
for  Great  Britain  to  improve  this  difpo- 
fition  in  the  natives;  to  cultivate  their 
good-will  and  attachment,  firft,  by  invio- 
lable alTurances  of  protecting  their  lives 
and  properties  by  the  freedom  of  a  mild 
and  juft  political  conftitution  ;  fecondly, 
by  propofing  to  their  voluntary  acceptance, 
a  plan  of  a  temperate  and  juft  civil  govern- 
ment ;  thirdly,  as  the  French  are  in  ge- 
neral averfe  from  drinking  ftrong  wines, 
to  proipife  them  a  fpecial  indulgence  of 
importing    French    wines,  in    regi|lere4 
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ihlps,  or  thpfe  of  th^  Raft  In^^  Qpn?pWiyf 
on  exprefs  condijioa^  of  theif  payi^  4 
certain  duty  to  the  crown;  foi^rt^ly,  to 
pbviflte  aJl  4ifficHUks  vifing  ftgnx  |fi^ 
necelTary  ftppp^e  pf  the  paper  gnrr^tH^y 
nqyr  in  circulation  *  5  fifthly,  tp  gjivj? 
ft-eedom  to  a/^£nt,  cofniponly  c?Jk4  rw?'" 
#V^  flave$,  who  fliajl  ^ft  iij  tk^  rp^f^Qr^ 
tlon,  md  who  ih^ll  fubmlt  to  o^rmn  mn^ 
ditions,  to  remain  obligatory  on  them  aad 

*  It  is  poflible  to  do  this,  by  purchafing^  at  a  medium 
price  or  rate  of  exchange,  the  paper  ^currency  for  the  lafk 
idgbteen  iQOfttHs ;  by  fprtH^wijtb  alUl^g  in  the  wllQb  ^ 
the  ifiotfis,  aad  only  rccejyipg  f^ch  as  wcr^  in  a&u^l  ^ir-f 
calation  before  the  ^ege ;  by  iffuing  others  on  ^he  credit 
of  the  conquerors  in  their  (lead. — It  will  be  farther  nc- 
ceifary,  that  cpmmifl^ries  be  appmnted  by  the  omqueiori 
^od  conquered,  who  fh^l  jointly  afcertain  the  quantity 
^nd  the  value  of  the  paper  currency,  which,  by  an  article 
in  the  capitulation,  (hall  lie  over  till  a  peace.  Nor  mufl 
the  conquerors  iflVie  any  more  notes  than  th^  exa^  valiM 
of  ttho^e  in  a^ual  cir<;u]atio|i  before  the  fiege,  ^l^ich  fuij) 
ihall  continue  in  circulation  until  a  treaty  of  peace  (hall 
determine  the  fate  of  the  iflands :  and  then  both  nations 
inuft  flipulate  to  the  holders  of  the  notes,  the  hoacMirable 
tffctergc  of  tbcm  by  p^ymepj  in  gold  and\f  Iv^r  cpia,  ^t 
|he  purr^nt  prices  therjcpf,  ^d  at  ike  i^edii|8i  icftiiQatipn 
f  f  paper  currency  flipulatqd  in  or  at  the  pme  of  the  capi- 
luIgtioQ. 
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Ifeeir  fpfterity  ;r—tp  pa^y  ^Jie'vaiue  pf  their 
(Uves  to  czpkul^at  owmv$  in  t^c  fo|lpw-. 
ing  proporfims^  viz,  ty^p  eighths  pf  ^h^r 
gppfaiCsd  value,  fQjrfifc}i;^f  fliall  |j|^ye  h?cQ 
abfcat  fivp  years,  pr  j^^r^j  ^^r^^j^t^th? 
fpr  ahfentee^,  from  ;^hr^  to  $ve  y^^rs  j 
four  eigfcth?  fof  ^hfe^He^,  frofla  ong  tPiwQ 
ye^r^;  five  eighths  fpr  ?ihftGt?(^,  ^pve  g« 
montfajs  to  twjelve  months  j  md  fix  dghth$ 
ifer  abfeirtices,  from  thr^e  to  fix  months, 
antecedent  to  the  inveftment  of  the  4^ands  5 
»^oailotdifl:ri^s(^ii>(eriorUn4^,  together 
with  tHeir«e4ot»  of  c^lffvatipn^  jo  thejfe 
fr^ed  people  afld  4:hjeir  poijerity*,  uppn 
conditi/^Of  that  on  t^?ir  p^rts  they  (h^l 
be  bound,  withifl  eqr^^a  limited  tiines, 
after  regular  notice  is  conveyed  to  any  of 
their  chi^§,  to  appff  hpnd  ,and  deliver  up, 
iJil  fnHr^  lugitivqs,  ip  qonfi4era,tio»  alio, 
pf  a  proper  pr?i§i^«>  fyoip,  |h«  pw^pr  for 
each. 

•  T^efe  frjeed  people  ought  U>  be  reftrainpd  fro^  pur- 
chafing  flaves  for  fervice  ;  but  they  may  purchaife  females* 
•n  condition  pf  tl^eir  mairykg  only  one  wifct 
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It  is  farther  propofcd,  that  fuch  of  the 
crown   flavcs  and   properties  as  fliall    be 
thought  ufelefs  to  remain  to  the  public, 
fliall  be  fold,  with  a  privilege  to  thofe  who 
are  fold,  to  chufe  their  mafters,  or  to  en- 
deavour to  procure  fuch  as  they  fliall  wifli 
to  ferve  5  that  the  produce  of  fuch  fales 
be  applied  to  the  laft- mentioned  freedoms; 
that  the  deficiency  fliall  be  paid  by  the 
Company,  and  levied  by  afleflments  in  five 
or  feven  years  on  the  inhabitants,  the  in- 
terefl:  being  rated  on  the  advance,  at  five 
per  cent,  per  annum.     And  laftly,  that  the 
code  noir  remain  in  force,  unlefs  altered  by 
the  general  confent  of  the  governor,  coun- 
cil, and  delegates  of  the  people. 

In  this  plan  for  reducing  the  French 
iflands  in  thefe  parts,  I  have  omitted  to 
defcribe  towns,  harbours, .  fortifications, 
bays,  inlets,  and  roads.  Thefe  you  will 
find  particularly  defcribed  in  the  accom- 
panying letter  to  Governor  Hajiings^  dated 
**  Town  Prifon  of  Port  Lewis,  in  the  Ifle 
pf  France,  the  17th  Nov.  1778/* 

I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  hazarded  an  opinion,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  French  African  iflands 
might  be  influenced,  by  propofing  to  their 
acceptance,  a  plan  of  a  juft  and  temperate 
government :  perhaps  you  may  do  me  the 
honour  to  think  the  following  correfpon- 
dent  to  this  defcription. 

That  the  capitulants  ihall  enjoy  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  the  natural- 
born  fubjedts  of  Britain  J  in  which  will  be 
comprehended  the  free  and  uninterrupted 
exercife  of  their  religious  ceremonies  and 
faith, — That  the  parochial  churches  fhall 
be  ufed  alternately,  as  is  the  cafe  in  fome 
parts  of  Switzerland,  for  the  fervice  of 
Proteftants  and  Roman  Catholics;  that 
there  (hall  be  but  one  Proteftant  and  one 
Romifh  clergyman  to  two  adjoining  pa- 
riflies,  and  that  their  ftipends  fliall  be 
equally  alTefled  and  divided. — That  the 
apoftolic  miflionaries  fhall  be  received 
with  all  poffible  favout  and  refped,  as 
being,  of  all  the  orders  in  the  Romifli 
church,  the  moft  pure  in  their  morals,  and 
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thte  moft  (Kfiateroftcd  and  fiBcerc  m  thtit 
religious  zcak-^That  inheritances  fhall 
defcdnd  according  to  marriage  contrad:s, 
aid  the  coutome  de  P^7lr/r.— ^That  all  orders 
aijid  honorary  titles^,  fhall  be  cocrtrnucd  to 
Hien  of  folid  property.-— That  the  new 
fubjefts,  once  taking  fhe  oaths  to  the 
Britifli  government,  and  claiming  under 
the  capitulation,  ihall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
alienate  their  landed  proper tites,  by  fole  or 
donation,  during,  the  war,  rior  for  the  terni 
of  five  years  after  the  ratification  of  a 
definitive  treaty,  (if  the  iflands  (haH  then 
teuiain  to  the  drown  of  the  conquerors) 
unlefs  in  marriage  portions  to  natural-* 
born  fubjed:^  of  Britain,  or  capitulant 
fabjedls,  or  by  legal  defcent  as  eftates  of 
inheritance ;  but,  that  they  may  let  landd 
er  houfes  on  leafe,  with  the  confenf  of  the 
governed'  and  council,  upon  condition  that 
thd  lefibr  fliall  refide  at  leaft  three  mibnthaf 
in  twelve,  in  fome  part  of  the  Britifli  do- 
minions;  that  the  rent  referved  be  no 
more  than  three  pcrfons  of  competent 
knowledge,,  one  to  be  named  by  the  go- 
vernor. 
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vefftof,  fhall  afteft  upon  oath;  and  that 
the  rent  fhall  be  rnadc  payable  either  in 
the  ifland,  or  in  fom€  ptaee  under  the 
erOwA  of  England;  and  filrfher,  that 
the  parties  themfelves  fhall  make  oath, 
that  the  kafe  k  tiot  ffaudulent^  and  in- 
tended to  defeat  the  conditions  of  the 
capitulation,  and  that  there  is  not  any 
Cdhditional  fale  implied.— That  the  ifland« 
ftiaLll  be  con^prehended  in  the  Com- 
pany's charter,  and  that  they  fhall  en- 
joy fpecial  privileges  in  them,  but  that 
the  fovereigntf  (hall  be  veiled  in  the 
cfowii.— That  their  produce  fhall  be  tranA 
ported  in  the  manner  already  mentioned  to 
Britain,  configned  to  the  Company,  de- 
ducing 15  per  cent,  from  the  grofs  fales, 
in  lieu  of  freight,  commiffion,  warehoufe- 
rent,    brokerage,  and   all   other  charges, 

except  infurance  and  crown  duties. That 

the  Company  fhall  furnifh  them  in  return, 
With  fuch  commodities  from  Britain,  as 
may  be  rteceflary  for  carrying  on  their  plan- 
tations, or  for  their  families,  charging,  in 
lieu  of  all  charges  and  infurance,  fevcnteen 
3  and 
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and  an  half  per  cent, — That  upon  fhippingf 
the  produce,  the  Company's  treafurer  ihsll 
furniih,  if  required,  cafh  for  a  ftipulated 
proportion-jof  the  whole,  for  bills  dfavsrn 
by  the  owners  on  the  agent  appointed  by 
the  Company  in  London  to  negotiate  thefe 
matters,  and  payable  in  four  months  after 
fight.  — That  the   remainder  of  the  net 
proceeds  (hall  be  accounted  for,  with  the 
account  (ales  and  account   current,  after 
fuch  goods  as  are  ordered  in  return  arc 
fent. — That  the  planters  fliall  be  at  full 
liberty  to  cultivate  their  refpeftive  plan-* 
tations  to  the  heft  poflible  advantage   to 
themfelves,    provided   that    the   commo--* 
dities  produced  arc  not  contrary   to  the 
ftatute  laws  of  Great  Britain,  for  regula- 
ting the  commerce  and  navigation  of  that 
nation. 

That  all  the  iflands  (hall  be  fubjeft  to 
one  governor  general,  there  being  lieu- 
tenant governors  and  difVindl  councils  in 
each*  That  pne  third  part  in  number  of 
each  council,  may  conftitutionally  be  ca- 

pitulant 
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pitulant  fubjeds,  profeffing  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith.— That  thefe  feveral  govern- 
ments fhall  have  diftindt  powers  to  enaft 
laws  and  ordinances,  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  internal  police  of  the  iflands 
refpedtively^  with  the  confent  of  the  go- 
vernor general ;  and  that  fuch  laws  fhall 
have  force  fo  long  as  they  fhall  not  be 
difallowed  by  the  fupreme  council  of 
India,  or  the  Court  of  Direftors,  in  all 
matters  relating  to  trade ;  or  by  the  crown/ 
in  matters  concerning  the  fundamental 
rights  of  perfons,  and  of  property. — That 
when  public  taxes  are  wanted,  each  di- 
vifion,  or  patifh,  fhall  nominate  two  dele- 
gates to  reprefent  them  in  a  general  af^ 
lembly,  who  fhall  meet  twice  every  yfear 
in  the  metropolis  of  each  ifland,  to  afTefs 
fuch  taxes  upon  the  people,  ats  fhall  be 
thought  neceflary  and  adequate,  by  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  council  and  go- 
vernor general. — That  each  parifh  fhall 
have  veflries,  to  take  cogni25ancc  of  Icfler 
affairs,  with  power  to  afTcifs  fuch  Ways  ?nd 
means  as  the  refpedive  circumftances  of 
Vol.  T.  H  h  caeh/ 
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each,  and  its  immediate  police,  may  require, 
from  time  to  time^  fubjecft  to  the  revifion 
of  the  governor  and  counciL 

That  free  merchants:,  under  fpecial 
covenants,  be  encouraged:  But  that  haw- 
kers, pedlars,  and  foreign  itinerants*,  be 
totally  difcountenanced,  as  ruinous  to  the 
people  in  general,  corruptors  of  Haves, 
and  dangerous  ta  the  fecurity  of  the 
iflands. 

Thus  have  I  reduced  and  fettled,  under 
Britifli  government,  the  French  African 
iflands;  a  meafure  v^hich  was  effentially 
neceffary  to  the  permanency  of  the  Britifh 
fettlements,  and  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Hindoftan, 

I  am,  &Cr 

•  HyitineranfSt  is  »eaift»  a  fet  of  French  and  Swifs  va* 
grants,  carrying  paccodils,  which  they  vend  in  the  country  ; 
iuch  as  infeiled  the  ceded  iilands  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
during  lad  peace,  very  much  to  the  difcouragement  of 
fair  trade  aiid  the  manufaftores  of  Britain^  aad  ^ainft 
the  fecurity  of  the  iilands. 
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Calcutta,  Nov,  5,  ijjg^ 

THE  numerous  iflands  knows  by  the 
name  of  Nicciibar^  run  frojtn  north 
to  fouth  abreaft  of  the  weft  entrance  of  the 
ftraits  of  Malacca.  The  moft  foutherly 
of  thefe  is  nearly  oppofite  to  Acheen  Head, 
on  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  which,  in  g  fe« 
rcne  morning  or  evening,  is  within  its  view, 
and  lies  in  about  the  5^:  degree  of  ,Nf  lati- 
tude. The  moft  northerly  is  fituatcd  N* 
lat,  lodegreesl 

The  iputhern  Niccabar  iflandfi  ace  the 
leaft  vduable,  and  have  not  y^t  been  claim- 
ed by  any  European  power  ;  but  the 
Danes  pretend  to  have  a  right  in  the  moft: 
northern  of  diefe  iflands,  called  the  Car^ 
J{icca6ars,  and  have  had  miftionaries  upon 
Hh2  them 
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them  for  fevcral  years,  but  without  attempt- 
ing to  make  any  eftablifhment,  or  to  derive 
from  them  any  coqam6rcial  advantage.  Mr. 
Bolts,  in  the  courfe  of  the  current  year,  has 
taken  poffeffion  of  the  largefl  and  beft  of 
thefe  iflands,  arid  exalted  the  imperial  flag 
in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 
But  tfte  Danifli  government  of  Tranquebar, 
on  tlje  Goaft  of  Coromandcl,  have  protefted 
againft  that  ufurpation,  and  a  correfpon- 
'^eh^e  thereon  has  been  carried  on  between 
them  arid  Mr.  Bolts. 

In  this  ifland  there  is  a  commodious 
port  for  the  entertainment  of  fhips  in  all 
ieafons,  and  there  are  feveral  other  excel- 
lent and  fafe  bays,  where  whole  fleets  may 
anchor.     The  moft  foutherly  of  all  thefe 
iflands,  has  a  large  bay,  where  the  Pintade 
lay  in  twenty  fathom  Avatej:,  at  the  dif- 
-tance  of  half,»  league  from  the  fliore. 
:  Upon  founding>  we  foun4,  that  on  a  clear 
:fandy  bottom,  a  (hip  could  ride  within  a 
•calde's  length  of  the  beach  in  feven  fathom 
"water.     We  entered  this  bay  through  the 
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weft  channel,  called  St,  George's  channel, 
between  the  large  ifland  and  a  lefler  one 
to  the  northward.  In  this  entrance  there 
is  a  fmall  ifland  which  fecures  the  bay, 
along  which  a  fliip  may  pafs,  within  a 
piftol-fhot,  in  twenty  fathom  water.  There 
is  another  fmall  ifland  in  the  eaftern  chan^ 
nel,  through  which  fhips  go  out.  The 
large  bay,  or  rather  the  capacious  bafon, 
which  lies  within  thefe  iflands,  is  divided 
into  three  feveral  bays,  each  of  which 
Affords  a  fafe  and  comniodious  retreat  for 
veflels.  Our  fliip  was  piloted  by  the  ha- 
tives  into  the  centre  bay.  The  greatefi: 
difficulty  we  encountered  in  this  place, 
was  the  want  of  water.  The  inhabitants, 
however,  (hewed  us  two  very  fmall 
ftreams,  ifTuing  from  fprings  at  the  foot  of 
two  hills  ;  at  the  fame  time  telling  us, 
that  there  were  feveral  fine  rivulets  in  the 
ifland,  in  the  bays  to  the  fouthward,  and  in 
the  bay  next  to  thlt  in  which  we  Uy, 

The  centre  of  the  ifland,  and  the  fouth-» 

C4ft  and  fouth  fides,  we  were  told,  were 

H  h  3  well 
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well  inhabited.   This  ifland  produces  plan-? 
tains,  a  fpccies  of  wild  yams,  coco-nuts^^ 
beetle-nuts,    beetle-leaves,    mangoes,    le-? 
mons,  limes,  &c.    The  people  raife  poulr 
try  and  hogs  in  great  abundance.     They 
gave  me  fome  very  fine  canes,  of  an  ap^* 
pearance  and  tafte  which  indicated  quali- 
ties very  proper  for  making  good  fugar* 
They  fold  zpettiaugref  load  of  coco-nutSj^ 
beetle- nuts,  and  beetle-leaves,    for  abou^: 
a  fathom  of  coarfe  blue  linen,  of  the  value 
of  lod.  or  1 2d.     The  domeftic  dunghill 
fowls  are  fmall,  but  fufEciently  cheap,  for 
we  purchafed  therp  for  about  the  value  of 
three  farthings  in  linen,  for  a  piece  of  an 
old  iron  hpop,  or  a  largp  nail.     Tobacco^ 
pieces  cf  old  iron,  knives,  fciflarS;,  or  gim^ 
blets,  would  have  purchafed  any  thing  they 
poflefTed.  For  anibergris,  for  wild  pigeons, 
for  wood,  for  labour,  &c.  &c.  they  take  in 
barter,  linen,  red  and  blue  ftriped  checks^ 
and  coloured  handkerchiefs. 

•  A  fpccies  of  water^carriag^^ 
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There  is  a  kind  of  pigeon  in  this  ifland, 
which  I  never  faw  in  any  other  country. 
It  is  of  a  deep  blue  colour,  and  has  the 
feet,  claws,  and  walk  of  a  parrot.  Its 
head,  neck,  body,  and  tail,  are  thofe  of  a 
pigeon.  I  conceive  this  bird  to  be  a  mon- 
grel breed  of  the  wild  pigeon  and  the  par- 
rot. Thefe  iflands  abound  with  birds  of 
the  moft  variegated  and  beautiful  plu- 
mage. I  was  particularly  ftruck  with  a 
moft  elegant  fpecies  of  the  long- tailed 
paroquet,  which  is  there  very  common. 
The  coafts  abound  with  fifhes  of  various 
kinds,  which  the  natives  either  kill  with 
lances,  or  catch  with  hooks  made  of  bones 
and  ihells.  The  bays  in  thefe  parts,  are 
covered  to  amazing  depths  with  Ihells: 
and  as  in  fome  places  the  reflux  of  the  fea 
leaves  great  fpaces,  at  regular  intervals, 
open  and  dry ;  and  as  the  iflands  all  around 
the  coafts  are  covered  with  wood,  all 
India  might  be  fupplied  thence  with  fhell 
lime  at  a  very  eafy  price.  Good  building 
timber,  and  even  the  hardeft  teak- wood, 
may  be  procured  there  on  very  moderate 
H  h^  4  terms. 
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terms.  And  from  the  wood  of  the  lances, 
and,  the  paddles  of  the  boats,  which  I 
caref\ally  examined,  I  do  not  in  the  leafl 
hefitate  to  conclude,  that  the  Niccabar 
iflands  contain  certain  Ipecies  of  wood  of 
a  very  hard  texture,  capable  of  receiving 
a  high  polifh,  and  very  proper  for  haufcr 
hold  furniture. 

The  harbours  and  bays  of  the  Niccabar 
iflands  command,  at  all  times,  the  bay  of 
Bengal  and  the  ftraights  of  Malacca ;  and 
are  well  adapted  to  afford  to  the  naviga- 
tion into  thofe  feas,  proteftion  againft 
tempeftuous  feafons,  and  thofe  unavoida- 
ble accidents  to  which  it  is  expofed  by 
pontrary  winds,  calm§,  currents,  and  other 
pafualties. 

The  canpes  or  boats  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Niccabar  Iflands,  are  from  fifteen  to 
forty  feet  long ;  from  eighteen  to  forty- 
^ight  inches  in  widenefs;  and  from  about 
eighteen  inches  to  three  feet  deep.  Their 
^pfifl:rvi(^ion  is  uniform,  both  fi^^s  being 

perfedly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia^  and  Africa.    473 

perfedtly  alike  in  every  refpe<3:.  Their 
form  is  calculated  for  going  faft,  with  won- 
derful fkill  and  exaftnefs  :  and  though  it 
would  be  extravagant  to  affirm,  that  the 
Niccabarians  are  acquainted  at  all  with 
mathematics,  yet  are  their  fmall  veflels 
conftruded  for  faft-failing  agreeably  to 
mathematical  principles.  Thefe  veflels 
draw  to  afharp  point  at  each  end,  inclin- 
ing upwards  from  the  centre.  Their 
prows  are  from  three  to  five  feet  in  height^ 
proportioned  to  thedimenfions  of  the  boats, 
highly  poliihed  or  carved,  with  a  curve  at 
the  upper  end.  Both  the  infides  and  out- 
fides  of  thefe  boats  are  as  fmooth  as  glafs, 
except  towards  the  outfide  gunnel,  which, 
by  way  of  ornament,  is  fometimes  cut 
Jengthwife,  into  grooves. 

It  was  for  fome  time  a  matter  of  won-i 
der  to  me,  how  the  barbarians  of  the  Nic- 
cabar  Iflands,  with  fo  very  imperfeA  in- 
ftruments  as  edged  fiones,  and  pieces  of 
hoops  or  old  iron  fpikes,  could  excavate 
fo  large  trees^  and  form  them  into  neat 
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canoes.     But  I  afterwards  difcovered,  that 
not  only  the  more  rugged  and  laborious 
part  of  the  work,  but  alfo  the  polifli,   is 
ieffedied  chiefly  by  a  dextrous  application 
of  the  power  of  fire;   a  method  which   is 
alfo  ufed  by  the  Carlbbs  of  America,   but 
lefs  elegantly,   in  hollowing  their  canoes 
^nd  pettiaugre^.     They  ufe  not  either  iron 
or  wooden  nails  in  any  carpenter's  work ; 
all  juHiSures  arc  perfornied  by  twigs,  or 
ligaments    niade    of  the    bark   of    trees. 
Their  cargoes  are  lodged  within  the  boat  ; 
and  the  whole  veflel  is  overlaid  with  pieces 
of  tiinber   acrofs,  about    two   inches   in 
diameter,  at  the  diftanges  of  about  four 
or  five  inches  ,a|undcr,   which  are   tie4 
dextroufly  to  the^unnel;  except  at  certain 
fpaces,  where  they  ar^  left  loofe  for  the 
purpofe  of  getting  at  what  is  in  the  hold. 
Upon  this  platform  fit  the  paddlers,  ftcerf^ 
men>  and  pafTengers;  here  alfo  they  flow 
their  more  bulky  goods :  Qur  fhip'«  water- 
^afks  were  carried  on  ihorc,  and  brought 
on  board  in  this  manner.     From  one  fide 
pf  th?  bpatg,  ^  ipachine  i§  rigged  out  to  a 

confiderable 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa.  471 

ponfiderable  diftance,  and  lodged  upon  the 
water,  as  a  balance.  It  i§  a  fimple  con- 
trivance, and  while  it  keeps  the  boat  per-? 
fedtly  fteady,  does  not  greatly  impede  the 
failing.  But  if  it  fhould  happen  to  break^ 
Joofe,  or  any  hov^  to  give  way,  the  boat 
muft  inevitably  overfet.  A3  the  length 
and  weight  of  the  out- rigger,  though 
formed  of  a  light  buoyant  wood,  renders 
any  care  in  trimming  th^  boat  needlefs^ 
people  move  and  walk  in  it  with  as  much 
freedonx  as  they  would  on  a  fhip's  deck. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  arc 
pvidently  of  Malayan  extraftion,  having  the 
fame  features  and  the  fame  complexions. 
I  never  beheld  better  formed  men.  They 
are  remarkably  fquare,  mufcular,  and  fulj 
chefted.  Their  limbs  are  proportioned 
like  thofe  of  a  Grecian  or  Roman  ftatue, 
only  that  they  are  fomewhat  more  muf- 
cular in  the  calves  of  the  legs.  Their  fta- 
^ure  runs  generally  from  five  feet  fix  to 
five  feet  nine  inches.  But  with  all  this 
appearance  of  ftrcngth  and  activity,   they 
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pradifc  neither,  and  do  not  feem  to  know 
that  they  poflefs  them.    In  their  deport- 
ment, they  are  the  mbft  ferious  and  folemn 
people  that  I  know  in  the  world  •      Xhejr 
very   feldom    fmile,    but  conftantly  pre- 
ferve  in  their   countenances   a  grave    jfe- 
renity .   Although  in  their  traffic  they  have 
often  been  defrauded   by  Europeans,    as 
I  was  convinced  by  fome  of  their  aSions 
and  infinuations,  yet  they  do  not  indicate 
a  fufpicious  difpofition;   and   they    feem 
naturally   inclined   to    honeily    in   their 
dealings*      Befides    their    native    tongue, 
they  fpeak  a  kind  of  lingua  Frdnga,  which 
is  a  mixture  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Malayan 
languages.-    I   could   never   difcover   thQ 
nature  of  their  religion ;    but  I  fuppofe 
it  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  natives  of 
Sumatra,   a  fpecies  of  Paganifm,     They 
appear  to  be  a  deliberate,   cool,    fenfiblq 
people ;  and  as  far  ^s  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving,  they  are  punctual  in  the  per-i 
formance  of  their  engagements, 
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An  incident  happened  whife  we  wera 
among   them,   which   difplayed    at   once 
their  honefty   and  their  humanity.     My 
reverend  companion,  Mr.  Y — e,  and  the 
furgeon  of  the  frigate,  went  on  ihore  with 
two  of  the  fhip's  mufkets  to  (hoot  birds. 
As   they  were  coming  off  in  the  evening 
in  one  of  the  country  boats  (for  the  Piri- 
tade  had  no  boat)  in   which  were  a  few 
water   cafks   filled    and   laftied   upon    the 
platform,  and  when  they  were  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  abou  t  half  a  mile  from  both  the  (hip 
and  the  fliore,  the  furgeon  inconfiderately 
leaping  upon  one  of  the  water  cafks,  either 
loofed  or  over-poifed  the  balance,  and  in- 
ftantly  the  boat    over-fet.     Paddlers  and 
paflengers  were  immediately  afloat  in  about 
fifteen  fathoni  water.     I  happened  at  that 
very  moment  to  be  looking  at  the  boat,  and 
perceived  the   people  fwimming,  among 
whom  I  could  clearly  diftinguifh  my  honeft 
friend  Mr.  Y— e.     We  were  all  in  the 
utmoft  diftrefs,  for  we  had  not  a  boat  to 
fend  to  their  relief:  but  in  an  inftant  we 

difcovered 


Digitized  by 


Google. 


478  TRAVELS^ 

difcovered   feveral    caiioes,    rowing  froiil 
ihorc,  with    unufual    fpeed    towards    the 
fwimmers.      They  took    Mr.   Y--e   and 
the  furgeon  into  one  of  them,  and  quickly 
.  brought    them    on    board    the    Pintade, 
without  either  demanding  or  fecming  t6 
cxpedt  any  reward  for  their  trouble.    They 
appeared   happy  at  what  they  had  done^ 
JUid  in  the  benevolent  a6l  itfelf/  to  enjoy 
an  ample  recompence  for  their  humanity^ 
The  water  cafks   wefe    alfo   brought  on 
board.     They  were  told,  that  by  the  over- 
fetting  of  the  boat  two  mufkets  wdre  loft,; 
and  the  furgeon's  fhoes  and  filver  buckles. 
The  next  morning  a  boat  came  along-fide^ 
with  the  two  muikets,  (hoes,  and  buckles, 
although  they  had  often  before  folicited, 
and  offered  any  thing  in  their  pofleffionv 
for  a  mufket>   in  vain.     Thefe   innocent 
people  might  have  kept  the  articles  they 
found,  without  even  creating  a  fufpicion 
of  their  being  in  their  poiTeffioii ;  yet  they 
returned  them,   and  were  fo  honourable 
in  this  matter,  that  they  refufed  to  accept 
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any  coitipenfation,  other  than  the  enter- 
tainment they  received  in  the  Pintade,  for 
their  trouble. 

The  women  of  thefe  iflands  fometimes 
row  in  the  boats  as  well  as  the  men  :  But 
the  men  appeared  to  be  of  jealous  difpo- 
fitions,  for  they  feldom  allowed  them  to 
come  into  the  fhip  ;  and  when  they  did 
allow  them,  it  wa€  with  reluctance,  and 
in  confequfence  of  the  importunity  of  fe- 
inale  curiofity.  It  was  alfo  owing  to  the 
paffibn  of  jealoufy,  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
women  were  very  feldom  vifible  on  fhore. 
I  was  furprifed  to  find,  among  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  iflands,  fo  many  ruptured 
perfons.  I  was  unable  to  form  any  con- 
jedure  concerning  this  matter.  There  were 
feveral  of  them  who  had  fcorbutic  fymp- 
toms  on  their  (kins :  this  I  afcribed  to  the 
quantities  of  fifli  they  eat,  and  watery 
yams.  I  could  never  difcover  the  ckufe, 
why  they  eredt  their  houfes  or  huts  upon 
pofts,  raifed  feveral  feet  above  the  furface 
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of  the  earthy  to  which  they  mount  with 
ladders  which  are  removeable  at  pleafure, 
and  ^hich,  I  fuppofe,  they  lodge  with 
the  family  within  the  houfe  at  night.  I 
have  not  learnt  that  there  are  in  the  iV/V- 
cabar  iflands,  any  ferocious  animals  which 
might  render  this  precaution  neceflary.— 
Thus  we  find  in  the  Niccabar  iflands,  the 
origin  of  columns,  and  their  fimpleft  form, 
which  the  progrefs  of  tafte  and  of  art 
has  improved  into  the  moft  beautiful  orna- 
ment within  the  compafs  of  architedture, 

I  HAVE  often  wondered  that  our  Eaft- 
India  Company  never  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  thefe'  iflands,  the  pofTeffion  of 
which  would,  in  fo  many  refpe<3:s,  con- 
tribute to  the  fecurity  and  advantage  of 
their  trade  and  navigation  in  thofe  regions 
and  feas.  This  negleft,  however,  will 
not  appear  aftonifhing,  when  we  confider 
the  ftandalous  inattention  of  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  to  obje<fts  of  ftill* greater 
ipoment, 
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I«AyE  not  been  at  the  Andaman  iflands, 
which  lie  higher  up  in  the  gulph,  and 
nearly  oppofite  to  Pegu  and  the  weft  coaft 
pf  Siam.     The  inhabitants  of  thefe  fertile 
iflands,.  are  reprefented  by  Europeans  in 
India,  as  favage,  fierce,  and  not  to  be  ap- 
proached  without   danger.      But  I   have 
been  well  informed,  that  the  Andamanians 
are  not  naturally  ferocious:  but,  having 
been  barbaroufly.  ufed  by    Europeans^  as 
well  as  defrauded,   they   regard  them   as 
their  enemies,  and  whenever  they  fee  them, 
they   flie   from    their   approach  ;    and   if 
purfued,  they  refift*    The  moft  outrageous 
violences    having    been    repeatedly    com- 
mitted by  Europeans  on  the  men  of  An- 
daman, and  alfo  on  their  families,    it  is 
not  any  wonder  that  they  have  loft  all  con- 
fidence in  the  perpetrators  of  the  greatcft 
enormities* 

This  people  are  of  a  black  complexion, 
and  have  woolly  hair.  They  are  faid  to 
have  defcended  from  fome  Cafifres  or  ne- 
groes who  Were  brought  as  flaves   from 

Vol.  I.  I  i  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4«2        TRAVELS,  ec. 

the  Caffrayan  Coaft  6f  Africa;  but4>!io> 
cither  by  chance,  ar  vigorous  exertion, 
emancipated  themfclves  on  thcfe  iflands* 
If,  by  fomc  niild .  mettbd,  the  preju- 
dices againft  Europeans  were  removed 
from  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  the  An- 
daman iilands  might  be  made  commo- 
dious places  of  refrefbment  upon  preffing 
occalions,  and  might  perhaps  furniih  fame 
articles  of  trade. 


JIND  OP  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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